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Author Note

In this My Thai Eye you’ll find light-hearted – all but one, anyway – stories about being in Thailand, the things you can’t help notice when you come for the first time.

Don’t expect this to be a guide book because it isn’t, and was never intended to be. But it does prepare you a little for the unexpected, bizarre and comical things you are bound to encounter. I hope you enjoy it.

If you’re looking for a more in-depth book about this fascinating country, you could try My Other Thai Eye, the second book in the My Thai Eye series.

MOTE is a mix of funny and deadly serious tales. I have added some information, of the sort you could find in guide books, and provided internet links to help you in your travels. It’s about three times bigger and you can get a subscriber’s copy heavily discounted by joining my book email list!

TWO BOOKS, EACH FOR JUST £1 or $1.50

until 1st June 2015
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The wry humour continues in MY OTHER THAI EYE, plus new topics dealing with “the other side of Thailand”: the May 2014 military coup; prostitution; road deaths; corruption; some unbelievable news flashes, updates and lots more.

My HARROWING crime thriller – set in 1950s/60s – is

based on the nightmare of England’s worst train crash

at Harrow and Wealdstone.

Get your subscriber’s copy of MY OTHER THAI EYE and HARROWING for much less than half price when you join my book email list.
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This eBook is dedicated the people who suffered
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Introduction

Have you thought about visiting Thailand? If you have, you will probably have read some travel books already. But few, if any, will give you a sideways glance, that insight to the many amusing things Thai; the way they think, do and organise things. I hope my wry look at living here will persuade you to come. 

But why Thailand? What is so good about the place? The answer is simple: the people, the food and of course, the weather.

I've travelled a lot over the last thirty years. When I visit somewhere — a town, city or a country — that's new to me, I always ask myself, could we live here? Probably not, however delightful the place may be. I returned to Hua Hin in Thailand with my wife in 2008. I asked her the same question. Liz's response was yes.

You will already know they call Thailand The Land of Smiles, and it certainly is. No matter how they are troubled by the lack of basic things, like enough money (many earn a massive $3 a day or just $50 a month) they are generally a happy people. They make you welcome, stand up to offer elders – Thai or farang – a seat on the bus, are very hospitable and will help you as much as they can. They don't deserve most things thrust upon them.

When I wrote this short book, Thailand was experiencing the aftermath of a natural disaster. Months of torrential rain in the north and central Thailand triggered severe flooding, the worst for fifty years. The water which gradually moved south caused major flooding in and around Bangkok. The Gulf of Thailand — the repository for most of this huge amount of fresh water — has suffered too. Normal fish stocks have been decimated and will take years to recover.

The new government, a few months in power, seems inexperienced to deal with the catastrophe effectively. Industries, which you might not expect to be here, are flooded. Production has ceased with many majors – Sony, Toyota, and the like – and there is a fear they may not choose to remain in Thailand. Companies such as these have resource and although their balance sheets may be dented, they will survive.

The local populations are not so fortunate. Over seven-hundred have died — more than fifty by electrocution – numbers the western world would consider unthinkable. Throw in a lot of dangerous snakes and escapees from crocodile farms and you've got a frightening extra layer of surviving to deal with. The long awaited signs of the floods receding, even around Bangkok, is at least one good thing.

This collection of common-place observations — all but one humorous — is from an area fortunate not to have suffered the flooding, Hua Hin. I've written them over a few years as notes to send back to friends or family in the UK. Thai antics never fail to amuse visitors. Yet visitor numbers are down, a result of bad information dished out by travel agents or embassies. There are few days one doesn't see something to make you smile or gasp, like a woman breast-feeding her baby, while riding her motorbike!

Edwin Tipple, Thailand, January 2555 (2012)

Updated April 2558 (2015)
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