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Amazing Animals

Raise your paw, er, hand if you think that animals are

awesome. A multitude of amazing animals share our

planet, and each year scientists discover more. From the

bizarre to the unbelievable, these fascinating animal

facts will astonish you . . . and they’re all true!

—





Did you know that, just like harried humans,

jackals use babysitters? These wild dog moms

can hunt knowing that other pack members

are protecting the pups.

Satanic leaf-tailed geckos have tiny horns and red eyes.





Blue whales are gigantic!

Here are some fun facts about

the biggest animal on Earth:

1.Blue whales stretch about the length of three school

buses.

2.Their hearts are around the size of a small car, and

their tongues weigh as much as an Asian elephant.

3.A human could swim through their enormous blood

vessels.

4.Their jumbo-sized babies, called calves, drink fifty gallons

of whale milk each day and can gain ten pounds per hour.

5.Blue whales are the loudest animals on Earth. How

loud? Louder than a jet!





Chameleons change color to

signal different moods, such as

red to warn that they’re angry.

Think polar bears’ fur is white?

It’s actually made up of clear

tubes of hair designed to reflect

light and help them blend into

their Arctic habitat.

The 150,000 muscles

in elephants’ trunks

help them to knock

down trees or pick up

a strand of straw.

Coconut crabs climb palm trees and

use their fierce pincers to crack open

coconuts.





Just as no two humans have the

same fingerprints, no two giraffes

have the same pattern of spots.

Sea otters have the thickest fur coats of all

mammals: one million hairs per square inch.

(Compare that to the one hundred thousand

hairs on your head!)

How fast is a frog’s tongue? Once it snags

prey, it can zap back into the frog’s mouth in a

super-speedy 15/100th of a second!





Everything about the world’s largest and

heaviest bird is amazing! Did you know

these ostrich facts?

1.Ostriches have huge eyes around the size of billiard

balls; their eyes are bigger than their brains.

2.Males can measure nine feet tall. Of course, their

necks make up half of that.

3.Although these birds can’t fly, they can sprint up to

forty-five miles per hour.

4.Females lay giant eggs that weigh three pounds—

about as heavy as twenty-four chicken eggs!

5.A powerful kick from an ostrich can kill a lion.





Female sea turtles can swim thousands of miles to dig their

nests on the same beach where they themselves hatched.

Scientists think they use the positions of the moon and the

stars along with Earth’s magnetic fields to plot their course,

like an internal GPS.

The warts on male warthogs

protect them during fights

by shielding their eyes and

jaws from rivals’ tusks.

A super sense of smell allows

great white sharks to sniff out

a single drop of blood floating

in ten billion drops of water.

A saw-whet owl hitched a 170-mile ride inside

New York City’s Rockefeller Center Christmas

tree. She made a complete recovery, thanks to

fluids and all the mice she could eat, then con-

tinued on her journey south.





Turkey vultures have a terrific sense of

smell. Natural gas companies use these

vultures to find gas leaks. The leaking

gas smells just like the dead animal that

turkey vultures devour.

Do you think alligators look prehistoric?

That’s because they’re an ancient species

whose relatives evolved eighty million

years ago—before the first dinosaurs!

Beavers are clever engineers famous for building dams.

They change their environment more than any other

animal on the planet . . . except for humans.





Bald eagles have such a strong grip that they can seize prey

nearly half their body weight, but sometimes huge fish drag

them beneath the water.

Newborns munching on their mothers? When legless

baby amphibians called caecilians are hatched, they use

baby teeth to peel off the outer layer of their mother’s

skin and gobble it up to gain energy.

Snub-nosed monkeys have upturned

noses that cause them to sneeze when

raindrops splash in their faces.

You couldn’t beat a sailfish in a race:

it leaps and swims at blind speeds of

up to sixty-nine miles per hour.





An adult pangolin can gobble

seventy million insect pests

such as termites each year.

Not bad for an animal that

looks like a cross between an

artichoke and a pine cone!

Male southern elephant seals sport inflatable noses

that they blow up to look like elephant trunks. They

use it to make roaring sounds to attract females.

Male humpback whales

Giant pandas start

sing songs of repeating

out tiny. They weigh

patterns to find mates.

about the same size

Their songs can travel

at birth as a stick of

twenty miles through the

butter.

ocean and last for hours

at a time.

Did you know that endangered black rhinos can “fly”?

To be transported to a protected habitat, they are sedated

and then suspended by their ankles from helicopters.





It can take sloths thirty days to poop out one leaf.

No wonder they only take a bathroom break once per week!

The octopus is a remarkable mollusk.

Which of these facts surprise you?

1.The blue-ringed octopus can kill a human with a sin-

gle bite.

2.If an octopus loses a tentacle, it will regrow another one.

3.Using muscles, an octopus can change skin colors

with super speed.

4.Blue blood keeps the octopus alive in extreme

temperatures.

5.One brainy octopus escaped from an aquarium by

pushing out of his tank, traveling down a pipe, and

splashing back into the sea!





A dolphin rests half of its brain while it sleeps while

the other half stays awake. If it senses danger, both

halves spring into action, alerting the dolphin.

African pouched rats use their superior sense of smell

to sniff out hidden landmines and detect tuberculosis.

When a thirteen-foot-long Burmese python

tried to gobble a six-foot-long American

alligator in Everglades National Park, the

snake exploded.

Why are penguins able to drink salt water?

A pair of glands filters salt from their blood.

Instead of roaring like lions and

tigers, cheetahs chirp and yelp.





Adorable amphibians called axolotls have

surprising super powers:

1.If they lose one of their arms or legs to a predator, no

problem: they can regrow a new one.

2.And they can replace that limb one hundred times!

3.These salamanders can rebuild other body parts such

as crushed jaws and spines—and even parts of their

brains.

4.Scientists can even transplant body parts from one

axolotl to another.

5.Even as adults, axolotls look the same as tadpoles.

They have external gills on stalks that make them

look as if they’re wearing feathered fuchsia crowns.





The blobfish’s droopy scowl and blobby body helped

it win the title of the world’s ugliest animal.

Gray wolves can

gobble up to twenty

pounds of food in

one meal. This

gives new mean-

ing to wolfing down

one’s food!

The bumblebee

bat weighs less

than a dime and

is about as long

as a paper clip.

What won’t the male bowerbird do to dazzle a female?

He’ll weave a fancy nest and decorate it with blue objects

like bottle caps and flowers. Then he’ll perform a crazy

dance while buzzing. Impressive!





The Tasmanian devil not only eats

carrion (dead flesh!), but it also

snoozes inside the rotten carcass.

Orangutans are the largest animals that live

in trees. Every night they speed-build new

sleeping nests high above the rain forest.

The world’s strangest parrot lives on the ground

and climbs trees. In fact, at eight pounds, the

kakapo is too heavy to fly.

Spadefoot toads grow superfast

before their ponds dry up. Their

eggs can hatch within a day, and

tadpoles undergo metamorphosis

in just two weeks.





The next time you call someone a pigeon brain,

consider how brilliant these birds are. Pigeons

can understand abstract concepts like time

and space and can tell a Monet painting from

a Picasso.

Imagine living in an underwater cave for one hundred years

and eating only once each decade! Impossible, you say? The

olm, a blind salamander, has these amazing abilities.

Vampire bats share a mouthful of blood

with roost mates whose hunt ended in fail-

ure. These bats need to slurp blood every

three days or they’ll starve.





This animal is full of surprises:

it has a beak and webbed feet

and lays eggs, but it’s not a duck.

1.The platypus is one of only two mammals that lays

eggs (the other is the equally bizarre echidna).

2.After the eggs hatch, babies nurse on milk that flows

from pores on their mother’s skin.

3.Males have hollow spurs on their hind feet that deliver

venom to rivals during mating season.

4.Thousands of cells in the platypus bill sense electrical

currents generated by live prey.

5.No teeth? No problem—the platypus scoops up gravel

from riverbeds to grind up insects, shellfish, and

worms.





An ocean clam called a quahog has an incredible life span.

Scientists counted the annual growth bands on one clam’s

shell and discovered that it was 507 years old!

Baby porcupines are born with soft

quills that harden in a few days.

The male tufted deer has long upper canines that

protrude from his mouth like vampire fangs.

Horned lizards have a wild trick to deter predators:

they squirt blood from the corners of their eyes.

The hummingbird is the only bird

species that can fly backward.





Male seahorses carry eggs in their brood pouches for two

to four weeks and then give birth to up to 1,500 babies.

The wombat marks the entrance of its burrow with

square-shaped poop that won’t roll away: keep out!

Skunks can shoot a super-

stinky spray up to ten feet using

a gland underneath their tails.

Barreleye fish have a transparent

head with bizarre tubular eyes

that glow green.

Naked mole rats have lips that close behind

their big buckteeth so they can dig tunnels

without sucking dirt into their lungs.





The aye-aye uses its long

bony middle fingers to

scoop grubs out of trees.

Blue dragons are real-life Pokémon:

these sea slugs float upside down in

the ocean and use rows of needle-sharp

teeth to snag jellyfish. No jellies around?

Blue dragons will gobble each other!

The male superb bird of paradise fans his neck cape,

snaps his tail feathers, and hops around the female in a

wild courtship dance. Talk about getting your groove on!

Not all male peafowl have majestic

green and blue tail feathers. Some have

a genetic mutation called leucism that

turns a peacock’s plumage snowy white.





Narwhals have been called “unicorns of

the sea.” How many facts do you know

about this strange creature?

1.Males have a single long tusk, which is actually a

protuding tooth.

2.Narwhals use their tusks not only as a hunting tool,

but also to establish rank.

3.Tusks have up to ten million nerve endings that help

narwhals “see” underwater by touching and tasting.

4.Narwhal came from combining two old Norse words

meaning “corpse” and “whale” because the animal’s

mottled color looks like the skin of drowned sailors.

5.These whales can dive down as far as a mile and a

half deep!

You now know 86 facts about

AMAZING ANIMALS!








Genius Kids

What makes a kid a genius? Read on to find out. Maybe

we can add your name to this list?

—





Gitanjali Rao is a teenage scientist and

inventor who problem-solves and inspires

other students.

1.At age eleven, she created a device to test for lead

contamination in drinking water.

2.Gitanjali designed Kindly—a phone and Web tool

that can detect cyberbullying.

3.Using genetics, she’s working on products to diagnose

opioid addiction and to detect parasites in water.

4.She runs innovation workshops where she’s mentored

more than thirty thousand students.

5.No wonder Gitanjali became Time magazine’s first-

ever Kid of the Year, in 2020!





How does a rescue organization discover which

dogs are kid-friendly? Mt. Rottie Rescue pulls

dogs from a shelter in Kentucky and sends them

north to foster homes to prepare them for adoption.

Enter Amyia, a young dog whisperer who kid-tests

foster dogs to determine their friendliness.

Tyler Gordon has faced challenges including a stutter that he

was bullied over. Now he speaks out using his artistic voice

by painting portraits of Black leaders and helping other kids

through his videos on his YouTube channel, Tongue Ty’d.

When William Kamkwamba was fourteen, his

Malawi village was hit by a drought. Using library

books, he built a windmill out of junkyard scraps

that brought electricity to his village.

Elaina Smith got a radio gig offering advice to adult

listeners. She was hired after she told a woman who

broke up with her boyfriend to “go bowling with

pals and drink a mug of milk.” The seven-year-old

became the youngest broadcaster in Britain.





Another young talk show host, Daniel Cook, began hosting

his own preschool TV series at the age of six. Kids tune into

This Is Daniel Cook to join the host on exciting adven-

tures like digging for dinosaur bones.

Priyanshi Somani set a new world record when

she won the Mental Calculation World Cup at

age eleven, calculating square roots in her head.

Michael Kearney also set world records.

He learned to read at only ten months old;

he graduated from college at age ten; and

he started teaching college at sixteen.

Another child prodigy, Sergey Karjakin,

became the youngest ever chess grand

master at age twelve.





Greta Thunberg, the Swedish

environmental activist, has millions

of supporters around the world.

1.She gained international attention when she skipped

school to call attention to climate change.

2.Greta’s protest started a movement among students

called Fridays for Future.

3.She’s given speeches about global warming to power-

ful leaders.

4.Her activism, known as “the Greta Effect,” has motivated

young people to take action for the health of our planet.

5.Climate change helped her overcome challenges

associated with Asperger’s syndrome and speak out,

inspiring others with the spectrum disorder.





High school student Michael Sessions

was sworn in as the youngest United

States mayor at age eighteen, working

out of his bedroom office after finishing

his homework.

Akrit Jaswal performed surgery in a

remote village in India to separate the

fused fingers of a burn victim. Although

he wasn’t a doctor, the seven-year-old

had a reputation as a medical genius.

Victor De Leon III, who goes by

the name of Lil Poison, became the

world’s youngest professional video

gamer when Major League Gaming

signed him up at the age of six.





Amanda Gorman zoomed into fame at

President Joe Biden’s inauguration.

Now her words are being read

around the world.

1.Before she stepped on the national stage, Amanda was

chosen as the Youth Poet Laureate of Los Angeles

when she was sixteen.

2.When she read her poem “The Hill We Climb,”

Amanda became the youngest poet to recite at a presi-

dential inauguration.

3.Amanda struggles with a speech impediment (as does

President Biden), but she practiced and delivered a

flawless reading.

4.She’s written a children’s book, Change Sings, as a

call to action for kids to make changes.

5.Her nonprofit—One Pen One Page—empowers young

people to use their voices and pens to help eliminate

inequality through education.





An eight-year-old girl created her own brand of crayons:

More Than Peach. Bellen Woodard wanted kids to have

multicultural crayons to match all their skin tones.

Mikhail Ali officially became recognized as a genius when

he joined Mensa, a group open to people with IQs in the top

2 percent of the population. The supersmart three-year-old

is nicknamed the Human Calculator for his math skills.

Another talented three-year-old took voice and piano

lessons. Five years later, Gwyn Mackenzie wowed audi-

ences by singing arias in four languages.

Two-year-old Guyland

Leday taught himself

to play the accordion

zydeco-style. After

six years of practic-

ing, he was featured

in a documentary

The Music in Me.





Mensa member Mike Wimmer graduated from high school

and earned his associate’s degree all in the same year. Plus

the twelve-year-old is busy running two start-up compa-

nies that aim to help make people’s lives easier through

advanced technologies and robotics.

Jordan Reeves was born

without the bottom half of

her left arm, but she didn’t

let her limb difference

hold her back. The tween

put her STEM skills to

work designing 3-D print-

able prosthetics that shoot

glitter and hosting design

workshops through her

nonprofit Born Just Right.

A class of fourth-grade students in Texas started and ran

their own animal shelter. DAWGS has rescued and rehomed

more than twenty thousand animals thanks to kids who

believed they could make a difference.





When seven-year-old Nancy Yi Fan and her family moved

to the United States, she taught herself English by read

-

ing books. After mastering a new language, she wrote

Snowbird,

a fantasy novel that launched her to the top of

the

New York Times

bestseller list at the age of thirteen.

Ian McKenna has been gardening since he was four,

and he put his green thumb to work in third grade when

he planted a school garden to feed low-income families.

McKenna’s Giving Gardens have expanded to other

schools and provided ten tons of organic produce.

How many three-year-olds know the names of all

fifty US state capitals, plus the capitals of more

than a hundred countries? At that young age,

Adrian Aivaliotis could reel them off.

Another geography genius, Lilly Gaskin,

could point out seventy-eight different

countries on a map when she was just two

years old.





Kishan Shrikanth dreams of becoming the next

Steven Spielberg. At the age of ten, this Bollywood

director already made his mark on the big screen,

becoming the youngest filmmaker of a feature film.

A young boy used his imagination and his summer vacation

to build a cardboard arcade in his father’s auto parts store.

Thanks to a short video that went viral, nine-year-old Caine

Monroy and his arcade have raised more than $242,000 for

his scholarship fund.

If there was a kids’ version of

Dancing with the Stars,

two seven-year-old ballroom dancers could judge the show.

Rickie Taylor and Erik Linder won a top prize in the USA

Dance National Championships, where they danced the

foxtrot, jive, and waltz.

Piano prodigy Ethan Bortnick began composing at the age

of five. He has a musical memory that allows him to listen

to a song once and then play it. As the world’s youngest

solo musician to headline his own concert tour, Ethan has

performed around the globe while helping raise more than

$50,000,000 for charities.





Fraser Doherty learned jam-making in his grand-

mother’s kitchen in Scotland. At fourteen, the teen

turned his passion into SuperJam and became one

of the youngest suppliers to a major supermarket.

An Australian abstract artist began paint-

ing at nine months old. Aelita Andre had

her first solo exhibition at the age of two.

Kim Ung Yong understood algebra at eight

months old, and by the time this Korean

supergenius was four, he could fluently speak

English, German, Japanese, and Korean.

Another young entrepreneur combined her love of

challenges and problem-solving. Noa Mintz started

Nannies by Noa to pair clients with skilled childcare

workers. Her business became so successful that she

hired a CEO so she could focus on schoolwork.





After getting stung by bees, Mikaila Ulmer turned her fear

into forgiveness by launching Me & the Bees Lemonade.

Sales of the teen’s honey-sweetened drink skyrocketed, and

she donates some of her profits to help save honeybees.

Moziah Bridges became a CEO of Mo’s Bows when he

was a teenager. The young fashion designer creates

eye-catching bow ties and neckties, including for all

thirty National Basketball Association teams.

Shubham Banerjee invented Braigo, a low-cost braille

printer, when he was only twelve. His portable machine

allows people to print out braille—the tactile writing

system for people who have visual impairments.





Who doesn’t dream about getting rich by creating an app?

Nick D’Aloisio invented Summly, an application that con-

denses news articles into 350–400 words for busy readers.

The teenage entrepreneur struck it rich when Yahoo paid

$30 million for his app!

Mason Andrews set a world record when, at eighteen,

he became the youngest person to fly solo around the

world. His circumnavigation took seventy-six days.

Nihar Janga has set two world records. At age eleven,

he became the youngest winner of the Scripps National

Spelling Bee. (His final word was

gesellschaft.

) Three

years later, he triumphed at the National Geographic Bee,

becoming the first person to win both competitions.

Frustrated by being overlooked while on vacation, twelve-

year-old Bella Tipping launched an online travel review site

designed for kids. Now families can use Kidzcationz.com to

make sure vacations will be fun for everyone.





Malala Yousafzai is known around the

world for her activism and for inspiring

other girls to take action.

1.At the age of eleven, Malala began blogging anony-

mously for the British Broadcasting Corporation. She

spoke out about life in Pakistan under the Taliban,

who threatened to deny girls an education.

2.Malala gained global attention when the Taliban shot

her in the head. Then just fifteen years old, she recov-

ered after multiple surgeries and continued to advo-

cate for education.

3.At the age of seventeen, the teen became the youngest

person to win the Nobel Peace Prize.

4.Malala enjoys watching cartoons as an escape from

reality.

5.In 2015, an asteroid was named in honor of the teen-

ager. Asteroid 316201 Malala is located in the main

asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter.





Amber Kelley is inspiring other kids to

have fun in the kitchen. After the teen

won

Food Network Star Kids

, she

hosted her own web series on the network

and wrote a cookbook.

While practicing lacrosse, Rachel Zietz became

exasperated when the equipment fell apart. This

spurred the teen to launch Gladiator Lacrosse,

which offers durable yet affordable equipment

and has generated $7 million in revenue.

Mihir Garimella has won awards for solving problems

using tech solutions, such as a robot that tunes violins

after listening to sound samples. The teen specializes in

designing drones, like one that can be used in search and

rescue to find people trapped after earthquakes.

When fourteen-year-old Nathan Lu uploaded aerial images

he took to a digital mapping service, he scored the world

record for becoming the youngest drone cartographer.
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