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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

This book is designed around a simple principle: information is more easily assimilated when you have context.

Words Organized by Theme

Rather than studying random or alphabetized lists of words (which are quite arbitrary when it comes to how words are related), in this edition the words are organized into lists based on common concepts or themes. Themes are noted on the top right of the page. This should, on its own, make the words easier to retain. For example, if you forget what languid means but remember that it belongs to the list of words related to sloth, you’ll know that it probably has something to do with laziness or lacking energy.

This way of organizing words affords a few study options. For example, you can study related groups of words like speech, expression, and writing or opposite pairs of words like success and failure to build ever larger frameworks of context.

A natural consequence of organizing words by common meaning is that you will encounter many words with similar or identical meanings. So, while working through exercises, do not be disturbed by the fact that while you used one word to answer a question, a synonymous word is listed as the answer. If your answer is synonymous with the correct answer, both answers are correct!

Notable Roots

Another feature of this book is the list of notable roots that follows each day’s words. This includes roots, prefixes, and suffixes found in your vocabulary words that can also be found in other words. This gives you yet another context for study: groups of words that share common roots.

Weekly Study Program

The book is organized into 46 weeks of study, each containing four lists of six words to be studied during the week and a series of review exercises for the fifth day (or weekend if you prefer). Review exercises not only cover that week’s words, but also periodically review words learned on previous weeks. This brings up an important point—success with vocabulary study comes through repetition. Each day’s words should be reviewed a few times throughout the day, and past words need to be studied and used in order for them to stick.




FULL PRONUNCIATION KEY







	a

	apple, bat




	ā

	age, lace




	ä

	alms, father




	är

	arm, jar




	b

	bag, sob




	ch

	chill, such




	d

	done, said




	ә

	around, waken,

pencil, demon




	e

	elk, met




	ē

	ease, see




	er

	air, wear




	ėr

	urn, worth




	f

	feel, stiff




	g

	gone, big




	h

	him, behind




	hw

	which, whale




	i

	inch, pin




	ir

	ear, cheer




	ī

	ivy, hide




	j

	just, enjoy




	k

	kin, talk




	l

	lose, hurl




	m

	mice, cram




	n

	not, into




	ŋ

	song, ring




	o

	ox, rot




	ō

	open, blow




	ô

	all, bought




	ôi

	oil, boy




	ôr

	ore, cord




	ou

	owl, mouse




	p

	pest, cap




	r

	red, tree




	s

	spell, best




	sh

	shrug, crash




	t

	time, act




	th

	think, teeth




	TH

	this, breathe




	u

	bull, foot




	ur

	sure, pure




	ū

	ooze, cute




	û

	up, month




	v

	vast, have




	w

	wish, squeak




	y

	youth, few




	z

	zoo, buzz




	zh

	genre, pleasure




	-

	denotes separate syllables
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NEW WORDS



astute

ә - stût

surmise

sur - mīz

acuity

ә - kyū - i - tē

proffer

pro - fėr

probity

prō - bi - tē

prudence

prū - dins

Notable Roots:

mis = send out;

ac = sharpness; prob = worth, goodness



READING WISELY

An astute reader can surmise the logic and general meaning of a text without necessarily being influenced by it. She has the mental acuity to separate fact from opinion. She does not shun the latter but instead weighs proffered insights according to the probity of the writer as well as the degree to which subjective views conform with her experience, values, and prudence.

Sample Sentences: Use your new words in the following sentences. Occasionally, it may be necessary to change the ending of a word (e.g., indiscriminate to indiscriminately).


1.The mayor’s business dealings left his ________________ open to question.

2.To receive a driver’s license you must demonstrate your visual ________________.

3.________________ is the hallmark of a sound investment strategy.

4.Above all, a hiring manager must be a(n) ______________ judge of character.

5.The professor ________________ the following advice: choose a well-researched topic.

6.From his demeanor, Beth _______________ that her brother wished to be left alone.



Definitions: Now that you have seen and used the new words in sentences and have the definitions “on the tip of your tongue,” try to pair the words with their meanings.










	7.

	astute

	__________

	a.

	to determine by observation and deduction




	8.

	surmise

	__________

	b.

	to present in a helpful manner




	9.

	acuity

	__________

	c.

	upright moral character




	10.

	proffer

	__________

	d.

	caution; good sense




	11.

	probity

	__________

	e.

	clever; keenly observant




	12.

	prudence

	__________

	f.

	sharpness; perceptiveness
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NEW WORDS



cognizant

kog - ni - zent

apprise

ә - prīz

circumspect

ser - kûm - spekt

concoct

kun - kokt

peruse

pә - rūz

pedantic

pә - dan - tik

Notable Roots:

cog = thought,

knowledge; circum = circle; spec = sight;

ped = teaching, child



INFORMATION OVERLOAD

Though information technology has put a glut of it at our fingertips, knowledge is not always power. A healthy democracy does depend on a citizenry cognizant of facts and apprised of current events. To be truly circumspect about it, however, we concoct so many studies, “news” articles, and angry screeds for perusal that readers can become numb, while the pedantic merely use facts and talking points to impress.

Sample Sentences: Now that you’ve seen the words used in context and have an idea of their meanings, try to use them in the following sentences. Remember that a word ending may have to be changed.


1.The teacher easily saw through the excuse her student had ________________.

2.An array of intelligence services keeps the president ________________ of foreign and domestic threats to national security.

3.________________ of what the pitcher was about to throw, the center fielder confidently swung the bat.

4.Einstein was modest and never ________________ toward those who lacked his brilliance.

5.While the young are prone to rashness, the old are more ________________.

6.The young couple had their attorney ________________ the contract before they would sign it.



Definitions: Test yourself by matching the new words with the definitions.










	7.

	cognizant

	__________

	a.

	to review with care




	8.

	apprise

	__________

	b.

	thoughtful; cautious




	9.

	circumspect

	__________

	c.

	showing off one’s knowledge




	10.

	concoct

	__________

	d.

	to be aware of specific information




	11.

	peruse

	__________

	e.

	to create or prepare




	12.

	pedantic

	__________

	f.

	to provide information
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NEW WORDS



canny

kan - nē

politic

pol - i - tik

introspective

in - trō - spek - tiv

cogent

kō - jent

incisive

in - sī - siv

ruminate

rū - min - āt

Notable Roots:

polis = city; intro = inward; spec = sight; cis = cut; rumen = chew on



LEND FEW THY TONGUE

Sylvia was a canny survivor. For months one decree after another came down from the new management team without any input from the workforce. Accustomed to a more open corporate culture, griping colleagues found themselves victims of “restructuring.” Sylvia had found that a politic approach gave her a better chance at keeping her post. Thus, she maintained an introspective silence. When the atmosphere finally became too toxic, she crafted a corporate memo offering a cogent analysis of company failings with many incisive critiques. After ruminating over whether to send it, however, she chose instead to polish her resume and begin the search for an employer that deserved her skills and loyalty.

Sample Sentences: Try your hand at using your new words by writing them in their correct form (change the endings if necessary) in these sentences:


1.Luddendorf’s ________________, feverish mind was steadied by Hindenberg’s pragmatism and calmness; together they formed a highly effective leadership team.

2.Dole and Clinton were ________________ in their eulogies of the polarizing Nixon, choosing to focus on his many foreign policy achievements while glossing over the Watergate scandal.

3.The quiet of nature allows us a chance to ________________, finding insights into and solutions for the vexations of everyday life.

4.A ________________ argument will always win more people over than a convoluted one.

5.Malik is naturally more ________________, often apologizing for breaches of etiquette that are barely noticed, if at all.

6.Lincoln’s kindly, story-telling persona belied what a ________________ politician he was.



Definitions: If you are having trouble picking the right definitions, it may be best not to do them in the order given, but to do the ones you are surest of first.










	7.

	canny

	__________

	a.

	inward looking; self-aware




	8.

	politic

	__________

	b.

	expressed clearly and forcefully




	9.

	introspective

	__________

	c.

	careful to avoid giving offense; shrewd




	10.

	cogent

	__________

	d.

	to consider carefully




	11.

	incisive

	__________

	e.

	perceptive; astute*; cautious




	12.

	ruminate

	__________

	f.

	clear and penetrating; harsh





*astute—studied previously, see page 1. Each review word studied previously will be followed by an asterisk—you will find the first use of the word by consulting the index at the back of the book.
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NEW WORDS



pensive

pen - siv

pragmatic

prag - ma - tik

perspicacious

pėr - spik - ā - shәs

trenchant

tren - chent

stipulate

stip - ū - lāt

pedagogue

ped - ә - gog

Notable Roots:

pens = thinking;

spec = sight; trench = depth; ped = teaching, children



NERVOUS NELLY

Contract signing always made Chris feel pensive. He had done his job well, bringing buyers and sellers together. This was the moment when he would earn his commission, but past experience had taught him to take a pragmatic view: so many things could still go wrong. Perspicacious first-time homebuyers asked many questions, some reasonable and trenchant, others quibbling and paranoid. To assuage their fears as much as possible, he felt it best to be transparent. “The contract stipulates $20,000 in earnest money,” he pointed out, then added, pedagogically, “That’s a down payment the sellers keep in case you back out before closing.”

Sample Sentences: Getting the hang of it? Now go on to use the six new words in the following sentences—remember, past tenses may be required.


1.Few modern satirists are as ________________ as H. L. Mencken, whose wit was devastating.

2.Elle’s ________________ expression stood out in the sea of smiling faces in the class photo.

3.As a natural ________________, Malini was a font of both useful information and trivia.

4.The visionary Root designed buildings of sublime beauty for the clients secured by the charming and ________________ Burnham.

5.The ________________ general manager, “Stick” Michael, assembled the Yankee dynasty of the late 1990s by recognizing the latent potential of unsung prospects and free agents.

6.The terms ________________ in the labor agreement are so clear that management and the workforce rarely have serious disagreements.



Definitions: Pick the letter of the definition that matches your new word and write it in the answer space.










	7.

	pensive

	__________

	a.

	to set as a condition for an agreement




	8.

	pragmatic

	__________

	b.

	teacher; one who offers unsolicited information




	9.

	perspicacious

	__________

	c.

	observant; sarcastically witty




	10.

	trenchant

	__________

	d.

	thoughtful; nervous




	11.

	stipulate

	__________

	e.

	perceptive; discerning




	12.

	pedagogue

	__________

	f.

	having a practical point of view
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GROUP REVIEW

You have accomplished something worthwhile this week. In learning 24 useful words, you have taken a step toward a greater mastery of the English language. In studying a single group of related words, you are more likely to retain this mastery. As a result of today’s lesson, you will become aware of those words that require greater study on your part for complete success in these first lessons.

Matching

Directions: Take the following quiz by matching the best possible definition with the words you have studied. Write the letter that stands for that definition in the appropriate answer space.










	REVIEW WORDS

	DEFINITIONS




	__________

	1.

	acuity

	a.

	to be aware of specific information




	__________

	2.

	apprise

	b.

	having a practical point of view




	__________

	3.

	astute

	c.

	to consider carefully




	__________

	4.

	canny

	d.

	thoughtful; nervous




	__________

	5.

	circumspect

	e.

	perceptive; astute*; cautious




	__________

	6.

	cogent

	f.

	upright moral character




	__________

	7.

	cognizant

	g.

	perceptive; discerning




	__________

	8.

	concoct

	h.

	expressed clearly and forcefully




	__________

	9.

	incisive

	i.

	to determine by observation and deduction




	__________

	10.

	introspective

	j.

	teacher; one who offers unsolicited information




	__________

	11.

	pedagogue

	k.

	clear and penetrating; harsh




	__________

	12.

	pedantic

	l.

	thoughtful; cautious




	__________

	13.

	pensive

	m.

	observant; sarcastically witty




	__________

	14.

	perspicacious

	n.

	showing off one’s knowledge




	__________

	15.

	peruse

	o.

	to set as a condition for an agreement




	__________

	16.

	politic

	p.

	caution; good sense




	__________

	17.

	pragmatic

	q.

	careful to avoid giving offense; shrewd




	__________

	18.

	probity

	r.

	clever; keenly observant




	__________

	19.

	proffer

	s.

	to review with care




	__________

	20.

	prudence

	t.

	sharpness; perceptiveness




	__________

	21.

	ruminate

	u.

	to provide information




	__________

	22.

	stipulate

	v.

	to present in a helpful manner




	__________

	23.

	surmise

	w.

	to create or prepare




	__________

	24.

	trenchant

	x.

	inward looking; self-aware








Exploring Roots

As the most common roots are to be found in many different words, knowledge of them is an important tool for breaking down new and unfamiliar vocabulary. Whether you recognize a word’s etymology or its similarity to a foreign language word, improving your knowledge of these building blocks will improve your mastery of vocabulary.

Directions: Match the root definition with the sentence containing an italicized word using the same root.










	__________

	1.

	teaching, child

	a.

	Ruminants are the principle source of milk production.




	__________

	2.

	sight

	b.

	The modern metropolis offers much for tourists to admire.




	__________

	3.

	depth

	c.

	Judges often sentence first-time offenders to probation.




	__________

	4.

	circle

	d.

	Some personality disorders can be treated with cognitive behavioral therapy.




	__________

	5.

	thought

	e.

	Entrenched attitudes are the hardest to eradicate.




	__________

	6.

	chew on

	f.

	Magellan died before he could complete the circumnavigation of the world.




	__________

	7.

	city

	g.

	The daredevil amazed the spectators.




	__________

	8.

	worth

	h.

	Vaccination is a contentious subject among parents and pediatricians.








Wordsearch

Directions: Using the clues listed below, fill in each blank in the following story with one of the new words you learned this week.

Clues

3rd Day

2nd Day

1st Day

4th Day

1st Day

Reggie the Con Man

In the annals of crime, there are few scoundrels who could match the exploits of Reggie Hayes, who also used the names of Reginald Haven, Ricardo Hermosa, Father Harris, and dozens of other aliases. Reggie’s police record, principally in Chicago and Baltimore, demonstrates his ________ knack for exploiting the gullible.

Dressed as a priest (“Father Harris”), he __________ his most daring ruse. An ________ judge of character, he would carefully select his mark, then “find” a wallet stuffed with hundred-dollar bills (but lacking identification) outside a supermarket and invite his victim to share his good fortune. But first, to establish her credibility, he ___________ that his victim had to put up a sum of money as a testimonial to her _________. Mrs. Emma Schultz, age 72, tearfully told the police that she had withdrawn $14,000 from her bank and placed it in a shopping bag supplied by the helpful priest. He told her to hold onto the bag while he went next door to a lawyer’s office to make the sharing of their good fortune legal.

After a seemingly interminable wait, Mrs. Schultz discovered to her chagrin that the heartless thief had skipped out the back way, leaving her “holding the bag”—a switched bag containing shredded newspaper—while he made his getaway with her life savings.
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NEW WORDS



dilatory

dil - ә - tôr - ē

unsavory

un - sāv - or - ē

iniquity

in - i - kwi – tē

egotist

ē - gō - tist

infamous

in - fә - mus

impish

imp - ish

Notable Roots:

dil = delay; equi = equal; ego = self; fam = fame, celebration



TO THE POINT

Calvin Coolidge was one of the most dilatory presidents in history. Elevated to the Oval Office by the unexpected death of his predecessor, Warren Harding, Coolidge presided over the boom economy of the Roaring Twenties. While an improvement over the unsavory scandals of the Harding days, the benign neglect of the Coolidge administration allowed the iniquities of the era to thrive. Believing government should do as little possible, Coolidge was no egotist; he avoided grand gestures and was infamous for his laconic speech. One Sunday, after Mr. Coolidge had listened to an interminable sermon, a throng of newsmen gathered around him. An intrepid reporter asked: “Mr. President, we know that the sermon was on the topic of sin. What did the minister say?” Coolidge replied, somewhat impishly, “He was against it.”

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.The 1919 White Sox are ________________ for accepting bribes to throw the World Series.

2.The ________________ behavior of their two-year-old made the Antonuccis miss their flight.

3.The kitten had an ________________ streak, often pouncing on unsuspecting passersby.

4.The ________________ details of his dishonesty ruined the ambassador’s public image.

5.Prior to the Fair Housing Act of 1968, minority renters faced entrenched ________________ in their search for quality homes and apartments.

6.An unrepentant ________________, Walter White is as reckless as he is arrogant, rising and falling spectacularly during his brief criminal career.



Definitions: Match the new words with their definitions.










	7.

	dilatory

	__________

	a.

	well known for negative reasons; notorious




	8.

	unsavory

	__________

	b.

	slow; tending to cause delay




	9.

	egotist

	__________

	c.

	mischievous




	10.

	iniquity

	__________

	d.

	conceited; boastful




	11.

	infamous

	__________

	e.

	wickedness; unfairness




	12.

	impish

	__________

	f.

	distasteful; morally questionable
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NEW WORDS



miscreant

mis - crē - ent

slovenly

slov - әn - lē

untoward

un - tôrd

asinine

as - i - nīn

scurrilous

scur - ә - lәs

brigand

brig - әnd

Notable Roots:

mis = evil; crea = create; sloven = careless;

ward = direction



IF I HAD THE WINGS OF AN ANGEL

Casting a furtive glance over his shoulder, the miscreant slipped out the main prison gate, his slovenly appearance unnoticed in the British fog. Though few, if any, figures in mainstream media made untoward remarks about the penal system, the plethora of escapes from supposedly secure prisons embarrassed the asinine wardens. To compound their problems, irate citizens spread scurrilous rumors that some guards were accepting bribes from brigands and thieves whose motto was: “Stone walls do not a prison make, nor iron bars a cage.”

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.________________ dress and grooming belies the impressiveness of any resume.

2.The presence of ________________ on the plains during the nineteenth century was a natural consequence of the failure to develop adequate law enforcement.

3.Many, but by no means all, ________________ grow up without proper parental guidance.

4.In the minds of many voters, the arcane details of public policy are no match for the ________________ details of scandal.

5.Hannibal defeated well-disciplined Roman legions led by ________________ commanders.

6.The politician, rather than apologize for the ________________ comments he had made, claimed that they were taken out of context.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	miscreant

	__________

	a.

	inappropriate




	8.

	slovenly

	__________

	b.

	robber




	9.

	untoward

	__________

	c.

	vulgar




	10.

	asinine

	__________

	d.

	immoral person




	11.

	scurrilous

	__________

	e.

	foolish




	12.

	brigand

	__________

	f.

	sloppy in appearance
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NEW WORDS



callow

cal - ō

sinister

sin - i - stėr

pathological

path - ә - loj - ik - әl

megalomania

meg - ә - lō - mā - nē - ә

dilettante

dil - ә - tont

obsequious

ob - sē - kwē - us

Notable Roots:

path = feeling, suffering; mega = great; mania = madness; dil = delay



UNEARNED RESPECT

The young can be forgiven the callow conviction that they are the center of the universe. After all, the constant validation of early childhood makes each of us feel talented and special. While there’s nothing sinister about parents seeking to instill confidence in their children, some grow up to be adults with a pathological need for praise, often coupled with an inability to acknowledge criticism or to persevere in the face of failure. A hallmark of such megalomania is to consider oneself a master of any skill, refusing to accept that without hard work one remains a dilettante in all endeavors. Such individuals who attain positions of power surround themselves with obsequious “yes men” who spare them such hard truths.

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.The cardiologist politely withheld comment as the ________________ lectured her about the latest heart-healthy fad diet.

2.Iago’s ________________ demeanor gives Othello no reason to suspect him of treachery.

3.A ________________ speaker, Wilfred’s use of impressive vocabulary cannot conceal the vapidness of his discourse.

4.While a runner on second base stealing a catcher’s signs is a time-honored tradition, there’s something ________________ about using long-range photographic equipment.

5.A ________________ liar will make false statements about easily verifiable facts.

6.Germany began to lose the Second World War when Hitler’s ________________ caused him to ignore or overrule his general staff.



Definitions: Pick the letter of the definition that matches your new word and write it in the answer space.










	7.

	callow

	__________

	a.

	caused by disease; abnormal




	8.

	sinister

	__________

	b.

	one who has superficial knowledge of a subject




	9.

	pathological

	__________

	c.

	excessively flattering




	10.

	megalomania

	__________

	d.

	immature; inexperienced




	11.

	dilettante

	__________

	e.

	delusions of greatness




	12.

	obsequious

	__________

	f.

	threatening; foreboding
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NEW WORDS



sordid

sôr - did

nefarious

nә - fer - ē - us

bias

bī - us

callous

cal - us

servile

sėr - vīl

lurid

lėr - id

Notable Roots:

ne = not, bad; far/fer = make, do; call = skin; serv = servant, slave



CASTLES OF AIR

No form of securities fraud is as sordid as the Ponzi Scheme. In 1920, Charles Ponzi, a charming Italian immigrant whose name was soon to become nefarious, set up a company to take advantage of a loophole that made it possible to purchase postage in Italy and redeem it for more valuable U.S. stamps. He promised investors a 50% profit within three months and attracted $1,800 in startup capital. Ponzi met his initial target and, thanks to the economic bias known as “fear of missing out,” within months he had amassed millions in new investment capital. Unfortunately, when Ponzi’s postage idea didn’t work, he callously began paying out “profits” to older investors with newly invested money. As long as servile reverence for Ponzi’s supposed financial acumen* persisted, he was safe as most simply reinvested their profits. By July of 1920, however, investigators realized that no legitimate firm could consistently offer such large returns. Ponzi’s exposure was more than a lurid national scandal: his investors had been cheated out of $20 million (roughly $200 million today), and his name became a byword for corruption.

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences. You may have to change the ending of a word.


1.Predatory animals have an instinctive ________________ toward hunting easier prey.

2.The ________________ aversion of his eyes betrays how much Theon has suffered at his captor’s hands.

3.High-speed chases, while captivating news, show a _______________ disregard for public safety and should be avoided.

4.George Remus left the ________________ business of distributing bribes to underlings.

5.All of suspects were, in fact, guilty, but the victim was such a ________________ blackmailer that the inspector chose to report that an unknown assailant was responsible.

6.Sensationalist newspapers devote color photographs and banner headlines to the most ________________ stories.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	sordid

	__________

	a.

	villainous; notorious




	8.

	nefarious

	__________

	b.

	insensitive




	9.

	bias

	__________

	c.

	slavish




	10.

	callous

	__________

	d.

	distasteful




	11.

	servile

	__________

	e.

	repulsive; horrifying




	12.

	lurid

	__________

	f.

	favoritism
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GROUP REVIEW

Keep adding to your vocabulary, as it is one of the most useful tools you can possess. Let’s go over the 24 new words you studied during this week.

Matching

Directions: In the following quiz, match the best possible definition with the words you have studied. Write the letter that stands for that definition in the appropriate answer space.










	REVIEW WORDS

	DEFINITIONS




	__________

	1.

	asinine

	a.

	repulsive; horrifying




	__________

	2.

	bias

	b.

	delusions of greatness




	__________

	3.

	brigand

	c.

	slavish




	__________

	4.

	callous

	d.

	evil person




	__________

	5.

	callow

	e.

	robber




	__________

	6.

	dilatory

	f.

	sloppy in appearance




	__________

	7.

	dilettante

	g.

	foolish




	__________

	8.

	egotist

	h.

	vulgar




	__________

	9.

	impish

	i.

	insensitive




	__________

	10.

	infamous

	j.

	inappropriate




	__________

	11.

	iniquity

	k.

	one who has superficial knowledge of a subject




	__________

	12.

	lurid

	l.

	well known for negative reasons




	__________

	13.

	megalomania

	m.

	threatening; foreboding




	__________

	14.

	miscreant

	n.

	excessively flattering




	__________

	15.

	nefarious

	o.

	favoritism




	__________

	16.

	obsequious

	p.

	mischievous




	__________

	17.

	pathological

	q.

	slow; tending to cause delay




	__________

	18.

	scurrilous

	r.

	villainous; notorious




	__________

	19.

	servile

	s.

	distasteful




	__________

	20.

	sinister

	t.

	wickedness; unfairness




	__________

	21.

	slovenly

	u.

	morally questionable




	__________

	22.

	sordid

	v.

	caused by disease; abnormal




	__________

	23.

	unsavory

	w.

	conceited; boastful




	__________

	24.

	untoward

	x.

	immature; inexperienced








Exploring Roots

As the most common roots are to be found in many different words, knowledge of them is an important tool for breaking down new and unfamiliar vocabulary. Whether you recognize a word’s etymology or its similarity to a foreign language word, improving your knowledge of these building blocks will improve your mastery of vocabulary.

Direction: Match the root definition with the sentence containing an italicized word with the same root.










	__________

	1.

	feeling

	a.

	By dallying too long, Ron was unable to make the last ferry.




	__________

	2.

	creation

	b.

	It’s actually quite normal for toddlers to exhibit egocentric behavior.




	__________

	3.

	delay

	c.

	The 13th Amendment prohibits involuntary servitude.




	__________

	4.

	not

	d.

	The arson investigator recognized the signature techniques of the notorious pyromaniac.




	__________

	5.

	slave

	e.

	A bad reputation can fade, but infamy endures.




	__________

	6.

	madness

	f.

	Too much food is wasted because of public apathy.




	__________

	7.

	self

	g.

	The impression of brilliance is too often negated by arrogance.




	__________

	8.

	fame

	h.

	The title Frankenstein refers to the doctor, not his unnatural creature.








Wordsearch

Directions: Using the clues listed below, fill in each blank in the following story with one of the new words you learned this week.

Clues

3rd Day

2nd Day

4th Day

3rd Day

2nd Day

The Best Laid Plans

Gloria Rogers overslept and then had to sprint to catch the same Greyhound Bus that she boarded on the last Thursday of every month. After a three-hour uneventful ride, she finally arrived at the bus terminal where a courtesy van was ready to transport bus passengers to Visitors Day at the State Penitentiary.

Although Gloria tried to act casually, she was more than a little nervous. Her boyfriend, Art, a convicted felon and ___________ liar, had managed to gain admittance to the prison’s hospital on the pretense of having a gall bladder attack. Fortunately, no one had noticed her ___________ manner of dress: under her own pants and bulky sweater, Gloria had been wearing an extra set of clothes that she removed in the hospital bathroom and passed on to Art. He planned to use them after making his escape in the back of the prison ambulance that was parked outside his ward.

Art had spelled out his escape plan during Gloria’s last visit. He disguised his ___________ lack of concern by making the plan seem foolproof. All that she had to do was appear to have a seizure. Then she would fabricate a story about her epilepsy while Art, with the smuggled clothes concealed under his prison bathrobe, would slip out of the ward during the excitement. As a naturally ___________ girlfriend, she agreed. Unfortunately for the ___________ schemers, when they set their plan in motion, an astute* hospital guard spotted Art climbing into the rear of the ambulance and quickly foiled the escape attempt. The result was that Art had three years added to his sentence, and Gloria was imprisoned for her role in the misadventure.
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NEW WORDS



prestigious

pres - tē - jus

prolific

prō - lif - ik

zenith

zē - nith

acclaim

ә - klām

feasible

fē - zә - bәl

sally

sal - ē

Notable Roots:

pre = before;

pro = forward;

clamo = announce



THE PEP TALK

A prestigious team, defending champs and prolific scorers, we were undefeated. But spending so much time at the zenith of our sport, we had become complacent, buying into the acclaim dished out in the newspapers. Now we were losing 45–20 at halftime to our crosstown rivals. “If there’s one thing I hate,” the coach said, “it’s a quitter.” Just as coach’s caustic remarks had us fired up, he changed tone, reminding us that a comeback was still feasible. Thus, with renewed confidence, we sallied forth, determined to wrest control of the game from our rivals.

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.After presenting a business idea that was both ________________ and profitable, Ashanti acquired the business loan.

2.While today an underdog and crowd favorite, at the ________________ of his powers, Tiger Woods dominated professional golf.

3.Attending a ________________ college not only promises an excellent education, but it can provide valuable social connections to those in the most competitive fields.

4.Before the overloaded Eastland could ________________ out onto Lake Michigan on a pleasure cruise, the ship rolled over at dockside.

5.Picasso was a ________________ painter, producing hundreds of works during his long career.

6.Casablanca more than lives up to the ________________ of critics; it’s a timeless masterpiece.



Definitions: Match the new words with their definitions.










	7.

	prestigious

	__________

	a.

	public recognition




	8.

	prolific

	__________

	b.

	highest point of trajectory




	9.

	zenith

	__________

	c.

	to charge; set out




	10.

	acclaim

	__________

	d.

	realistic




	11.

	feasible

	__________

	e.

	highly regarded; exclusive




	12.

	sally

	__________

	f.

	productive
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NEW WORDS



ebullient

eb - ul - ē - әnt

prodigy

pro - di - jē

plaudits

plô - ditz

acme

ak - mē

pinnacle

pin - ik - әl

fortuitous

fôr - tū - it - tus

Notable Roots:

pro = forward; laud = praise; fortui = luck, fortune



ALL GLORY IS FLEETING

As the Bombers took the field for the first game of the series, the young players were ebullient, anticipating their success. Jeffries, however, the Bombers’ captain and veteran catcher, was circumspect.* Waiting to be announced, he took in the light show of countless camera flashes and the din of 50,000 fans roaring in unison. He dwelled on how fleeting such moments can be. When the Bombers last won it all, he was a rookie: a prodigy with the bat looking ahead to the future of the franchise. He had naively believed the plaudits of his adoring fans and had taken reaching the acme of his sport for granted. In the ensuing 15 years, he had never been back. Now, at the pinnacle of his profession once more, he appreciated all it had taken to reach this moment, how fortuitous that he had stayed healthy and played well for long enough to earn this chance.

Sample Sentences: Can you put the new words in the right sentences?


1.Setting foot on the ________________ of Mount Everest is widely considered the zenith* of mountaineering.

2.Theodore Roosevelt is remembered for his ________________ smile.

3.At the ________________ of her career, Marilyn Monroe was considered an icon, more famous for her persona than her achievements.

4.A musical ________________, Mozart began composing at age five.

5.A ________________ turn of phrase can be the result of tireless writing practice or a gift of unpredictable inspiration.

6.The effusive ________________ that marked her introduction left the brilliant historian blushing as she stepped up to the lectern.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	ebullient

	__________

	a.

	highest point; summit




	8.

	prodigy

	__________

	b.

	statements of praise




	9.

	plaudits

	__________

	c.

	accidentally favorable




	10.

	acme

	__________

	d.

	highest level of achievement




	11.

	pinnacle

	__________

	e.

	lively; cheerful




	12.

	fortuitous

	__________

	f.

	person possessing great talent
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NEW WORDS



sanguine

seng - gwin

anoint

ә - noint

viable

vī - ә - bәl

efficacy

ef - ik - ә - sē

ascend

ә - send

nirvana

nėr - vo - nә

Notable Roots:

sangre = blood; via = way; able = able;

scend = move



CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM

The polls had been predicting a landslide for weeks, but you’d never know it from the pensive* mood at campaign headquarters. Public statements and press interviews were appropriately sanguine, but seared into everyone’s mind was the gut punch four years ago when the pollsters and pundits had practically anointed Gwen Martinez the next governor of North Carolina before a flurry of returns from rural districts put Brad Olsen ahead at the wire. This time around, the party took nothing for granted. Olsen campaigned as the most viable candidate. A platform of policies of known efficacy was drafted. A relentless ground game was unleashed upon the state. Only when the TV showed a weary, slump-shouldered Governor Olsen ascend the stage did a sense of relief spread through the crowd, followed swiftly by nirvana.

Sample Sentences: Fill in the blanks with the new words you learned.


1.Bluffing is only a ________________ poker strategy if you can remain impassive.

2.After the pressure of executing a large wedding, a honeymoon can be a period of blissful ________________.

3.Bronze Age kings were often ________________ through a ceremony during which oil was poured on their heads.

4.A West Point education will give you an advantage if you wish to ________________ to a higher rank in the U.S. Army.

5.Despite the onset of gangrene, President Garfield’s doctor remained _______________ that his patient would recover and refused all professional assistance.

6.The ________________ of vaccines is embraced by doctors but sometimes doubted by a skeptical public.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	sanguine

	__________

	a.

	offering a prospect of success




	8.

	anoint

	__________

	b.

	optimistic




	9.

	viable

	__________

	c.

	a carefree and joyous state of mind




	10.

	efficacy

	__________

	d.

	to rise




	11.

	ascend

	__________

	e.

	to proclaim; to sanctify




	12.

	nirvana

	__________

	f.

	effectiveness
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NEW WORDS



halcyon

hal - sē - on

auspicious

ô - spi - shәs

felicitous

fә - lis - it - әs

laudable

lô - dә - bәl

propitious

prō- pish - әs

burgeon

ber - jәn

Notable Roots:

auspice = good omen; felix = happy, lucky; laud = praise; pit = strive



CALL ME BY MY RIGHT NAME

In the halcyon days of the Roman Republic, priests spent much of their time interpreting signs in nature to determine which public endeavors were auspicious. Luck was not considered a matter of cold probability but a manifestation of the will of the gods. Fortuna, the Roman goddess of luck, was depicted with veiled eyes, a fact that calls to mind the felicitous expression that “luck is blind.” The lucky were considered more industrious, honest, and pious. The gods tended to reward such laudable qualities with propitious outcomes in civil life. In war, generals often invoked Alexander the Great’s maxim “fortune favors the bold” to justify swift action and the burgeoning of Roman power.

Sample Sentences: Fill in the blanks with the new words you learned.


1.Wei’s ________________ network of contacts allowed easy recruitment of new talent.

2.F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald’s portraits give the misleading impression of a power couple living a ________________ existence.

3.Ned Stark embodies ________________ ideals that become a liability in corrupt times.

4.Antoninus Pius presided over such a ________________ era that few dramatic events occurred during his reign to attract the attention of historians.

5.McClellan, with his trim good looks and martial bearing, at first seemed a ________________ commander when he took command of the Army of the Potomac.

6.To be the target of bird droppings is, oddly enough, considered ________________ by some.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	halcyon

	__________

	a.

	predictive of good fortune




	8.

	auspicious

	__________

	b.

	praiseworthy




	9.

	felicitous

	__________

	c.

	favorable to success




	10.

	laudable

	__________

	d.

	to expand




	11.

	propitious

	__________

	e.

	happy; well suited




	12.

	burgeon

	__________

	f.

	characterized by success and prosperity
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GROUP REVIEW

The word review means “to view again,” and that is the purpose of our weekly review. You will have noticed, of course, that many of the words that appear as new words are repeated in subsequent lessons. Sometimes they are in the paragraph, sometimes in the sample sentences, and occasionally in the definitions or directions. This continued emphasis on “viewing again” will help you to become familiar with the vocabulary.

Matching

Directions: In the following quiz, match the best possible definition with the words you have studied. Write the letter that stands for that definition in the appropriate answer space.










	REVIEW WORDS

	DEFINITIONS




	__________

	1.

	acclaim

	a.

	to rise




	__________

	2.

	acme

	b.

	happy; well suited




	__________

	3.

	anoint

	c.

	highest point of trajectory




	__________

	4.

	ascend

	d.

	favorable to success




	__________

	5.

	auspicious

	e.

	predictive of good fortune




	__________

	6.

	burgeon

	f.

	person possessing great talent




	__________

	7.

	ebullient

	g.

	highly regarded; exclusive




	__________

	8.

	efficacy

	h.

	characterized by success and prosperity




	__________

	9.

	feasible

	i.

	to proclaim; to sanctify




	__________

	10.

	felicitous

	j.

	realistic




	__________

	11.

	fortuitous

	k.

	offering a prospect of success




	__________

	12.

	halcyon

	l.

	praiseworthy




	__________

	13.

	laudable

	m.

	optimistic




	__________

	14.

	nirvana

	n.

	effectiveness




	__________

	15.

	pinnacle

	o.

	productive




	__________

	16.

	plaudits

	p.

	accidentally favorable




	__________

	17.

	prestigious

	q.

	lively; cheerful




	__________

	18.

	prodigy

	r.

	to charge; set out




	__________

	19.

	prolific

	s.

	to expand




	__________

	20.

	propitious

	t.

	highest level of achievement




	__________

	21.

	sally

	u.

	public recognition




	__________

	22.

	sanguine

	v.

	a carefree and joyous state of mind




	__________

	23.

	viable

	w.

	statements of praise




	__________

	24.

	zenith

	x.

	highest point; summit








Wordsearch

Directions: Using the clues listed below, fill in each blank in the following story with one of the new words you learned this week.

Clues

1st Day

1st Day

3rd Day

2nd Day

3rd Day

Desert Storm Decision

The 1991 Persian Gulf War, where the United Nations forces, led by Americans, ousted the invading Iraqi army from Kuwait’s soil, met with much popular ___________. The United States won the gratitude of Kuwait and the admiration of world in part because the conflict was a master class in the overwhelming technical superiority of an elite military at the ___________ of its powers. The Gulf War is also remembered, however, as a mercifully short conflict thanks to the setting of specific, ___________ objectives.

When asked by the media why he hadn’t pursued the enemy all the way to Baghdad, General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, the U.S. field commander, explained:

“It would have been foolhardy for us to try to occupy that capital city and pile up American casualties from sniper attacks by Iraq’s guerillas. That may be hard for you Monday morning quarterbacks to understand, but I thoroughly agreed with the president who was convinced that such an action would have sent a bad message to the world and would have splintered the Allied partnership.” This proved a ___________ decision in light of the bloody insurgency that would follow the Iraq War 12 years later.

Schwarzkopf added “that dictator’s days are numbered, but I expect his end is likely to come at the hands of his own people.” This ___________ prediction turned out to be quite accurate: after his capture by American forces in December 2003, Saddam was tried and later executed by the new Iraqi government.




Synonym Shout-Out

Since the words in each group are related to a common concept, some are naturally going to be exact or very close synonyms. Match each word with the choices most similar in meaning. As indicated by the number in parentheses, some words will have more than one match.










	1.

	acclaim

	__________________

	a.

	ebullient




	2.

	servile

	__________________

	b.

	propitious




	3.

	nefarious

	__________________

	c.

	sordid




	4.

	prudent

	__________________

	d.

	feasible




	5.

	fortuitous (3)

	__________________

	e.

	felicitous




	6.

	pensive

	__________________

	f.

	canny




	7.

	acme (2)

	__________________

	g.

	infamous




	8.

	incisive (4)

	__________________

	h.

	zenith




	9.

	viable

	__________________

	i.

	circumspect




	10.

	sanguine

	__________________

	j.

	unsavory




	11.

	miscreant

	__________________

	k.

	astute




	12.

	untoward (3)

	__________________

	l.

	plaudits




	 

	 

	 

	m.

	perspicacious




	 

	 

	 

	n.

	pinnacle




	 

	 

	 

	o.

	obsequious




	 

	 

	 

	p.

	auspicious




	 

	 

	 

	q.

	trenchant




	 

	 

	 

	r.

	lurid




	 

	 

	 

	s.

	introspective




	 

	 

	 

	t.

	brigand
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NEW WORDS



carnage

kär - nej

ominous

om - in - us

harbinger

här - bin - jer

incapacitate

in - kә - pas - i - tāt

succumb

sә - kûm

debacle

dә - bok - әl

Notable Roots:

carn = flesh; omen = bad sign; capit = head



MULLINS, A K.O. VICTIM

In every press conference and interview, K.O. Mullins promised carnage. In ominous tones, he declared himself the harbinger of the champion’s downfall, that his foe would be incapacitated by stinging jabs and succumb to a hail of body blows within five rounds. The result was a pure debacle. When the bell sounded, Mullins sprang from his stool and charged across the ring, showing disdain for the champion. Although his belligerence seemed impressive, it failed to intimidate the champ, who laid the hapless Mullins low with an adroit feint and an uppercut.

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.Before Mt. Pelée’s catastrophic eruption, many ________________ signs were observed.

2.The Army of the Potomac lost many hard-fought encounters with the Confederates, but the Battle of Fredericksburg was a true ________________.

3.Ninety-degree weather in Alaska could be a ________________ of long-term climate disruption.

4.The 2004 tsunami caused ______________ on all coasts of the Indian Ocean.

5.When a stroke ________________ Woodrow Wilson, his wife, Edith, helped him execute the duties of his office.

6.Ruth did not ________________ to her desire to retaliate against the player who tripped her.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	carnage

	__________

	a.

	portending doom




	8.

	ominous

	__________

	b.

	to disable




	9.

	harbinger

	__________

	c.

	to give in; to die




	10.

	incapacitate

	__________

	d.

	bloodshed




	11.

	succumb

	__________

	e.

	an abject disaster




	12.

	debacle

	__________

	f.

	a sign of bad luck
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NEW WORDS



abortive

ә - bôr - tiv

nadir

nā - dēr

ramifications

ram - ә - fik - ā - shuns

forestall

fôr - stäl

moribund

môr - i - bund

balk

bälk

Notable Roots:

fic/fac = make/do;

fore = before; mori = death; bund = bound



MULLINS THROWS DOWN THE GAUNTLET

His abortive challenge for the title proved to be the nadir of K.O. Mullins’s career. Ignoring the ramifications of the loss on his ranking and reputation, the pugnacious Mullins demanded a rematch. To forestall any attempt to ignore him, he took out a full-page ad in the newspaper calling out the champ. When the champ’s manager saw the ad, he accosted Mullins, who was surrounded by a throng of reporters. The manager belittled his antics as a pathetic attempt to resurrect a moribund career. Mullins, never one to balk at such barbs, punched the manager, knocking them both off their feet.

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.After the scandal broke, a confession and apology might have ________________ demands for the prime minister’s resignation.

2.Three ________________ empires did not survive the Great War: the Austrian, Ottoman, and Russian.

3.The investors who ________________ at the opportunity to purchase shares in the new software company would come to regret it within a decade.

4.When Alaric sacked Rome in 410, it was the ________________ of the empire’s long history.

5.Given the complexity of Earth’s natural cycles, the ________________ of human activities can take decades to reveal themselves.

6.Attempts to create a universal language have proven ________________ from the start.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	abortive

	__________

	a.

	to head off




	8.

	nadir

	__________

	b.

	consequences




	9.

	ramifications

	__________

	c.

	dying




	10.

	forestall

	__________

	d.

	doomed from the start




	11.

	moribund

	__________

	e.

	to hesitate; to refuse




	12.

	balk

	__________

	f.

	the low point of one’s fortunes
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NEW WORDS



catastrophic

cat - ә - strof - ik

fruitless

frūt - les

besiege

bē - sēj

capitulate

kә - pit - ū - lāt

repulse

rē - püls

fiasco

fē - a - skō

Notable Roots:

fruit = product; capit = head; pulse = push



MULLINS FORCED TO EAT HUMBLE PIE

The consequences of K.O. Mullins’s foolish actions proved to be catastrophic. The irate 80-year-old manager pressed charges against Mullins, suing him for assault. Any attempt to deny such a public act was fruitless: dozens of reporters had witnessed the event, and the manager carried a deep laceration over his eyebrow. When the case was brought before the court, the besieged defense team capitulated. The judge castigated Mullins for the sordid* incident and repulsed his plea for leniency. In addition to a costly financial settlement, Mullins was required to make a public apology to the octogenarian. The fiasco marked the ignominious end of Mullins’s career.

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.Team USA was able to ________________ every Soviet rush and hold on for a 4–3 win.

2.Failure to freeze the cookie dough proved a ________________ error.

3.During the nine months that Petersburg was ________________, much of Lee’s army deserted.

4.After the first fall, the rest of the skater’s routine turned into a ________________.

5.Swatting away the cloud of mosquitoes proved to be a ________________ endeavor.

6.Rather than ________________, Richard III became the last English king to die in battle.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	catastrophic

	__________

	a.

	to attack relentlessly




	8.

	fruitless

	__________

	b.

	embarrassing performance




	9.

	besiege

	__________

	c.

	disastrous




	10.

	capitulate

	__________

	d.

	to fend off




	11.

	repulse

	__________

	e.

	to surrender




	12.

	fiasco

	__________

	f.

	futile
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NEW WORDS



impasse

im - pas

falter

fäl - tėr

stymie

stī - mē

quandary

kwon - drē

plight

plīt

thwart

thwärt

Notable Roots:

pass = way; falt = defect, mistake;

quand = when



THE DECLINE OF MULLINS

After the trial, K.O. Mullins found his bid for a rematch at an impasse. He attempted to rebuild his image by hiring a publicist to set up appearances on talk shows during which he would profess to be a “changed man.” In the end, however, this campaign faltered, stymied by Mullins’s impulsivity and proclivity for misbehavior. Only genuine remorse and meaningful change could have rescued him from his quandary. Rather than accepting that his actions had brought about his plight, however, Mullins blamed the champ and his old manager. In a frenzy of self-pity, he would often trumpet scurrilous* attacks on the champ, the old manager, and the judge, whom he blamed for thwarting his dreams.

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.The Joker is always ________________ in his plans by the timely arrival of Batman.

2.In 1922, a young Hemingway chronicled the ________________ of Greeks fleeing Anatolia.

3.Cracking the Enigma codes presented Bletchley Park with a ________________: how to use the intelligence without tipping off the Germans that they’d been hacked.

4.Dreams ________________ for many reasons: laziness, doubt, and distraction among them.

5.Sultan Mehmet II broke the ________________ by having his ships dragged overland to harass the Byzantines from within their secure harbor.

6.The gale-force winds ________________ all attempts to fight the forest fire from the air.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	impasse

	__________

	a.

	to lose strength; to fail




	8.

	falter

	__________

	b.

	to defeat another’s plans




	9.

	stymie

	__________

	c.

	hardship




	10.

	quandary

	__________

	d.

	stalemate




	11.

	plight

	__________

	e.

	to block another’s success




	12.

	thwart

	__________

	f.

	dilemma
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GROUP REVIEW

Let’s see how many of the new words studied during the course of this week you remember. Incidentally, try to keep a record of the many times you find your new words in magazines, newspapers, and books. Before you knew the meanings of those words, you probably skipped right over them.

Matching

Directions: In the following quiz, match the best possible definition with the word you have studied. Write the correct letter in the appropriate answer space.










	REVIEW WORDS

	DEFINITIONS




	__________

	1.

	abortive

	a.

	futile




	__________

	2.

	balk

	b.

	to head off




	__________

	3.

	besiege

	c.

	dilemma




	__________

	4.

	capitulate

	d.

	to disable




	__________

	5.

	carnage

	e.

	to fend off




	__________

	6.

	catastrophic

	f.

	the low point of one’s fortunes




	__________

	7.

	debacle

	g.

	to defeat another’s plans




	__________

	8.

	falter

	h.

	an abject disaster




	__________

	9.

	fiasco

	i.

	dying




	__________

	10.

	forestall

	j.

	portending doom




	__________

	11.

	fruitless

	k.

	to lose strength; to fail




	__________

	12.

	harbinger

	l.

	disastrous




	__________

	13.

	impasse

	m.

	consequences




	__________

	14.

	incapacitate

	n.

	hardship




	__________

	15.

	moribund

	o.

	to hesitate; to refuse




	__________

	16.

	nadir

	p.

	to block another’s success




	__________

	17.

	ominous

	q.

	to give in; to die




	__________

	18.

	plight

	r.

	stalemate




	__________

	19.

	quandary

	s.

	embarrassing performance




	__________

	20.

	ramifications

	t.

	bloodshed




	__________

	21.

	repulse

	u.

	doomed from the start




	__________

	22.

	stymie

	v.

	to surrender




	__________

	23.

	succumb

	w.

	a sign of bad luck




	__________

	24.

	thwart

	x.

	to attack relentlessly








Sensible Sentences?

(From Week 4)

Underline the word that makes sense in each of the sentences below.


1.The linebacker was (forestalled, incapacitated) by a broken tibia.

2.The riots that followed Caesar’s assassination proved a (harbinger, quandary) of the civil wars to come.

3.The (plight, impasse) of the polar bear is symbolic of the dangers of climate change.

4.Hudson’s voyage up the river that bears his name in search of a Northwest Passage to India proved both (catastrophic, fruitless) and time-consuming.

5.With the advent of online shopping, once great retail chains have become (moribund, ominous)—if not defunct—enterprises.

6.His first professional defeat, a loss to reigning champion, Joe Frazier, proved to be the (debacle, nadir) of Ali’s storied career.

7.The destruction of the Baltic Fleet at Tsushima completed the (impasse, fiasco) of the Russo-Japanese War.

8.George Bailey’s plan to see the world before heading to college was (faltered, thwarted) by his father’s untimely death.

9.Most (abortive, moribund) attempts to open a restaurant are the brainchildren of dilettantes* ignorant of the demands of the food service industry.

10.Despite the intense scrutiny of the media, Jackie Robinson never (faltered, besieged), sparking the Dodgers to a decade of success while never giving in or reacting to bigotry.






Antonyms Attract

Directions: Another way to get vocabulary to stick in your memory is to develop an awareness of antonyms. If you can remember a word’s opposite, you can remember the word. Match the following words with their antonyms. Multiple antonyms indicated by parentheses.










	1.

	ominous (2)

	__________________

	a.

	probity




	2.

	nadir (2)

	__________________

	b.

	propitious




	3.

	prestigious

	__________________

	c.

	callous




	4.

	iniquity

	__________________

	d.

	viable




	5.

	callow (2)

	__________________

	e.

	infamous




	6.

	introspective

	__________________

	f.

	scurrilous




	7.

	fruitless (2)

	__________________

	g.

	politic




	8.

	falter

	__________________

	h.

	auspicious




	9.

	laudable (3)

	__________________

	i.

	capitulate




	10.

	asinine

	__________________

	j.

	astute




	11.

	repulse (2)

	__________________

	k.

	zenith




	12.

	ebullient

	__________________

	l.

	feasible




	 

	 

	 

	m.

	pragmatic




	 

	 

	 

	n.

	sally




	 

	 

	 

	o.

	acme




	 

	 

	 

	p.

	succumb




	 

	 

	 

	q.

	lurid




	 

	 

	 

	r.

	moribund




	 

	 

	 

	s.

	sordid








Wordsearch

Directions: Using the clues listed below, fill in each blank in the following story with one of the new words you learned this week.

Clues

4th Day

4th Day

1st Day

1st Day

2nd Day

Want to Run for Office?

In these hyper-partisan years, as all cooperation between parties is at an ___________, we have seen the phenomenon of incumbent politicians retiring in record numbers. When interviewed, many of them admitted that they had lost their taste for the job because of the abuse to which a candidate for office is subjected.

“My last campaign was a sordid* affair in which my opponents did everything to sully my record and air scurrilous* charges about my private life,” said one congressman, bemoaning his ___________. “I won’t stand still for such treatment,” he added, “which was terribly embarrassing to me and my entire family.”

Citizen groups, appalled by the candidates’ mudslinging, have sought to do something about the ___________. Committees have been formed in a number of states to study ways to elevate the tone of the process to intelligent discourse on the issues instead of the ___________ of all-out war.

“Unless we clean up this mess,” said the chairman of an Illinois caucus, “the best and the brightest will ___________ at entering a career in politics. After all, who but a masochist wants to be a punching bag?”
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NEW WORDS



duplicity

dū - pli - si - tē

chicanery

shi - kon - ә - rē

subterfuge

sub - ter - fūzh

dupe (v.)

dūp

perfidious

per - fid - ē - us

abscond

ab - skond

Notable Roots:

dup = two; plac = please; sub = below; fide = belief; ab = away



CHEATING

Because of my code of ethics, I have always considered the duplicity of cheating to be dishonorable. Apparently, some students are not above such chicanery. Recently, I read an article in which, under the subterfuge of learning disabilities that they did not possess, a group of friends visited unscrupulous learning specialists whose recommendations gain them extra time to take exams. By duping the system, these students gain an unfair advantage over others while abusing accommodations reserved for those who honestly need them. Another perfidious scheme involves students absconding with their phones to the bathroom to look up answers to test questions.

Sample Sentences: Use the new words in the following sentences.


1.Lies and ________________ are necessary skills for successful espionage.

2.The perpetrator of the Ponzi Scheme ________________ with a sizable stash of his clients’ investments but was recognized abroad and apprehended.

3.While the workmanship might fool the untrained eye, a $50 price tag for a Rolex isn’t going to ________________ anyone.

4.The ________________ of bogus medicine, once the purview of nineteenth-century snake oil salesmen, has made a resurgence thanks to cheap online advertising.

5.Honesty will get you out of some speeding tickets; ________________ will always increase the fines.

6.The queen was so pathologically* ________________ that none in the North expected the reinforcements she had promised to materialize.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	duplicity

	__________

	a.

	to trick




	8.

	chicanery

	__________

	b.

	to sneak away




	9.

	subterfuge

	__________

	c.

	falseness of character




	10.

	dupe

	__________

	d.

	faithless to one’s word




	11.

	perfidious

	__________

	e.

	scheming; trickery




	12.

	abscond

	__________

	f.

	trick to gain advantage








WEEK 5[image: images]DAY 2Dishonesty



NEW WORDS



mendacious

men - dā - shәs

foist

fôi - st

duress

dur - es

cabal

kә - bäl

fabricate

fab - ri - kāt

charlatan

shär - lә - tin

Notable Roots:

mend/ment = lie; dur = hard; fabric = create



CRACKING DOWN

Mr. Dorsey, our new principal, was determined to do something about the rash of mendacious academic behavior. He issued bulletins and began to admonish those teachers who did not proctor alertly. Though they did not appreciate the responsibility foisted upon them, under duress the faculty reported the worst cabals of habitual cheaters. Though their possessors claimed that they were fabricated, several cheat sheets were turned in as tangible evidence of the offense. Mr. Dorsey’s inexorable campaign against academic charlatans seemed to be paying off.

Sample Sentences: Into which sentences do the new words fit best?


1.A ________________ of aristocrats initiated the assassination plot against Julius Caesar.

2.Confessions given under ________________ are rarely admissible in court.

3.Because the criminals did not ________________ their stories together, questioning them separately quickly brought out the truth.

4.A ________________ story repeated enough can become nearly impossible to debunk.

5.It is a historical irony that most people will reject a democracy ________________ upon them.

6.Always a ________________, the con man became a magician using tricks to entertain.



Definitions: Match the new words with their meanings.










	7.

	mendacious

	__________

	a.

	to lie; to make up




	8.

	foist

	__________

	b.

	trickster




	9.

	duress

	__________

	c.

	a secret group




	10.

	cabal

	__________

	d.

	to place an unwelcome burden




	11.

	fabricate

	__________

	e.

	characterized by dishonesty




	12.

	charlatan

	__________

	f.

	force or threats to obtain compliance
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