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How to Use This Book

Painless Grammar is a user-friendly, action-packed, fun-filled book for those who want to learn to write well without atrophying their brains from boredom.

I hope this book will help you write better and help students get higher grades in language arts and English class, but much more importantly, I hope it will help unleash your creativity, set your imagination on fire, and show you the pleasure that can come from expressing your ideas with clarity and style.

Painless Icons and Features

This book is designed with several unique features to help make learning grammar easy.
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You will see Painless Tips throughout the book. These include helpful tips, hints, and strategies on the surrounding topics.
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Caution boxes will help you avoid common pitfalls or mistakes. Be sure to read them carefully.
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Reminders will call out information that is important to remember. Each reminder will relate to the current chapter or will reference key information you learned in a previous chapter.
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There are Brain Ticklers throughout each chapter in the book. These quizzes are designed to make sure you understand what you’ve just learned and to test your progress as you move forward in the chapter. Complete all the Brain Ticklers and check your answers. If you get any wrong, make sure to go back and review the topics associated with the questions you missed.

EXAMPLES

There are examples throughout the book to help you identify sentences that are “Wrong” and “Right,” “Weak” and “Better,” and more to help you grasp grammar rules and to improve your writing.

SIDEBARS

These shaded boxes contain extra information that relates to the surrounding topics. Sidebars can include advanced topics, detailed examples, and more to help keep grammar interesting and painless.




Chapter 1

Parts of Speech

Every player on a football team has a specific role to play in the game. The quarterback has one job, the linebackers have another job, and the tackles have yet another job. Similarly, every instrument in the school band has its own unique sound, and the music you hear is created by all those different instruments blending together and working together.

Just as the players on the football team or the instruments in the band have their specific jobs, every word in a sentence has its particular job and plays its special role. There are eight parts of speech, and every word in every sentence is playing one of those eight roles.

The eight parts of speech are nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections.

Many words almost always play one particular role, but sometimes they can switch roles. The word boy, for example, is almost always a noun. However, if you say, “Oh boy, what lousy weather,” oh boy is an interjection. The word foot is almost always a noun, but it plays the role of an adjective if you’re talking about a foot-long sandwich. The word fly is a noun if you’re talking about a buzzing insect, but it’s a verb if you’re talking about flying in an airplane. Knowing what part of speech a word is playing helps us understand how sentences are made and also helps us avoid some very common, and sometimes very funny, goofs.

Let’s explore the parts of speech and some of the mistakes that students often make with them.

Noun Pointers

What is a noun?

It is a word that names a person, place, thing, idea, or quality.




	Person
	boy, teacher, Josh, doctor, mother



	Place
	Miami, city, countryside, United States



	Thing
	house, tree, horse, bicycle, ice cream



	Idea
	democracy, truth, illusion, fantasy



	Quality
	beauty, caring, boredom, silliness





We use nouns all the time when we write e-mails to friends or papers for class. (For example, all these underlined words are nouns.) In the next few pages, we’ll look at some mistakes that students frequently make with nouns—and I’ll give you pointers on how to avoid making those mistakes when you write.

When to capitalize nouns

Names of specific people

CAPS:

Tucker, Lola, Juanita, Denzel, the Stevens family, the Joneses

NO CAPS:

family, boy, girl, sister, cousin
 (These are general groups or categories, not specific people.)

What about mom and dad? Capitalize them when you’re calling your parent’s name but not when you refer to “my mom” or “my dad.”

CAPS:

Hi, Mom! Welcome home, Dad.

NO CAPS:

My father and my mother are busy. Could your mom or your dad drive us to the mall?

Days of the week, months, and holidays, but not seasons

CAPS:

Monday, December, Passover, Easter

NO CAPS:

autumn, fall, spring, winter, summer

Ranks and titles, but only when used right before a particular person’s name

CAPS:

This is Doctor Smith, this is Aunt Anne, and that man is General Bradshaw.

NO CAPS:

That man is my doctor, that woman is my aunt, and that man is a general in the army.

CAPS AND NO CAPS:

Our beloved Principal Valentine announced that all teachers and principals in our city get next week off!

What about the president? Many people think the word president (or pope or queen) is so important that they capitalize it all the time. To some people this may look respectful, but to many others it looks unnecessary or even wrong. Always use a capital P if the word president comes right before the president’s name (in other words, if it’s being used as part of the person’s title). Otherwise, ask yourself if you really need that capital letter.

CAPS:

Everybody greeted President Barack Obama warmly.

NO CAPS:

The former president Barack Obama threw out the first ball of the World Series.

Geographic areas: cities, states, countries, counties, rivers, oceans, streets, parks, etc.

CAPS:

North Dakota, Ohio River, Atlantic Ocean, Franklin Street, Central Park, Lake Jordan, Rocky Mountains

NO CAPS:

The ocean is deep. The mountains are high.

Regions of the United States, but not simple directions

CAPS:

I was born in the Midwest, but I grew up in the North.

NO CAPS:

I live on the north side of town.

Historical periods and events

CAPS:

the Renaissance, World War II, the Middle Ages, the Civil War, the Boston Tea Party

NO CAPS:

It was a long war. We live in an age of computers.

Religions, nationalities, and races of people

CAPS:

Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, Asians, Africans, Chinese, African Americans

NO CAPS:

There are many churches, temples, and mosques in our city, and they are attended by people of many different races.

Languages, countries, and adjectives related to those countries

CAPS:

Denmark, Danish art, Germany, German exchange student

NO CAPS:

french fries, venetian blinds, brussels sprouts, roman numerals (Some phrases have become so common in our language that the cap is being used less often. It’s not wrong to use a cap with these phrases, but ask yourself if you really need it. Are roman numerals just used in Rome? Are french fries unique to France? If you don’t really need a cap, don’t use it.)

The various names for God and the names of sacred books

CAPS:

God, Jehovah, Allah, the Bible, the Koran

NO CAPS:

There were many gods and goddesses in ancient myths.

Specific school courses, but not general subjects unless they are languages

CAPS:

I’m taking Algebra 101 and History of Ancient China.

CAPS AND NO CAPS:

I’m taking algebra, history, and French.

Names of specific schools, businesses, buildings, organizations, hospitals, churches

CAPS:

Apple Computer, Phillips Middle School, the University of Vermont, United States Capitol, World Health Organization

NO CAPS:

I want a new computer. That building is a middle school.

Brand names

CAPS:

Chevrolet Camaro, Nintendo, Cheerios, Nestle’s Crunch

Names of planets, but not sun and moon and sometimes not earth

CAPS:

Saturn has 62 moons; Mars has two moons; Earth has only one lonely moon. (Earth is capitalized when you’re referring to it as one of the planets or including it with other capitalized planets.)

NO CAPS:

The moon is full tonight, shining down on the more than six billion people who live on the earth. (The word earth is not capitalized when you use the word the and talk about the earth.)

Names of specific teams and clubs and their members

CAPS:

the Atlanta Braves, the Republican Party, Republicans

NO CAPS:

I play on a baseball team. She is a member of a political party.

Titles of movies, books, chapters, and articles

CAPS:


Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, “Tar Heels Beat Duke 102–96,” Diary of a Wimpy Kid

NO CAPS:

Capitalize every word in a title except for these:


	the articles a, an, and the

	the conjunctions and, but, for, or, yet, so, and nor

	the words to and as

	all prepositions (short ones such as in and with as well as long ones such as throughout and without); see page 50 for more information about words that look like prepositions but are not

	Do capitalize any word that is the first or last word of the title or that is the first word after a dash or colon. I love the book The Best Treat of All: A New Puppy to Play With.
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BEWARE OF THE CAP TRAP

Some people get Carried Away with Caps. They seem to think that every Word they capitalize suddenly becomes Exciting or Important. Don’t fall into the Cap Trap. CRAZY CAPS make your work look Very, Very Bad.



Making nouns possessive

When we want to show that someone owns something, we use possessive nouns.

The nose of Mary = Mary’s nose
The toes of Gary = Gary’s toes

To make a noun possessive, usually add an apostrophe and an s.




	Noun
	Possessive



	Sofia
	Sofia’s cat



	cat
	the cat’s tail



	Boris
	Boris’s mustache





In the past, exceptions to this rule were old-fashioned or historical names, or names that end with an iz or eez sound:

RIGHT:

Moses’ tablets
Achilles’ heel
Jesus’ parables

ALSO RIGHT:

Jesus’s parables (In modern writing, this is considered also correct because we pronounce the word with the extra s—Jesus-es—so it is correct if you wish to add the apostrophe and s. Achilles ends with an eez sound and Moses ends with an iz sound. Pronouncing the es sounds silly, so we don’t add the apostrophe and s to those names.)

If two people own the same thing, use an apostrophe and s for only the second person.

Syman and Mimi’s marriage (they share one marriage)
Kate and Meg’s father (they share one father)

If the two people don’t own the same thing, use an apostrophe and s for both people.

Syman’s and Mimi’s toes (they don’t share the same toes)
Kate’s and Meg’s teeth (they don’t share the same teeth)

Showing possession when the noun is plural

If the plural ends in s (for example, boys) just add an apostrophe. If the plural does not end in s (for example, women) add an apostrophe and an s.




	One person, one item
	Two people, two items



	the boy’s jacket
	the boys’ jackets



	my parent’s car
	my parents’ cars



	my boss’s hat
	my bosses’ hats



	the woman’s dress
	the women’s dresses



	the child’s toy
	the children’s toys





Inanimate objects usually don’t own things, but some possessives are okay.




	one month’s vacation
	two months’ vacation



	one dollar’s worth
	two dollars’ worth



	the razor’s edge
	the two razors’ edges



	the chair’s leg
	the chairs’ legs





What about the example the chair’s leg? It’s okay, but in formal writing it should be the chair leg or the leg of the chair. The same is true with this example:

OKAY:

my bike’s tire

BETTER:

my bike tire (I own the tire—the bike doesn’t own it.)

ALSO GOOD:

the tire on my bike


[image: images] CAUTION—Major Mistake Territory!

Proper nouns (people’s names) that end in s can scramble your brain.

Here’s the key:


Mr. and Mrs. Jones have a new car.

The Joneses have a new car.

Mr. Jones’s car is new.

The Joneses’ car is new.
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Check this out:

The kid’s bike = one kid, one bike
The kids’ bike = two (or more) kids sharing the same bike
The kids’ bikes = two (or more) kids with different bikes



Making nouns plural

One book, two books, one hat, two hats—what’s the big deal? We make words plural all the time. So you think plurals are a piece of cake? Most are, but look at some of these troublemakers:






	If it’s
	house—houses
	If it’s
	box—boxes



	Why is it
	mouse—mice
	Why is it
	ox—oxen



	
	
	
	



	If it’s
	hero—heroes
	If it’s
	safe—safes



	Why is it
	banjo—banjos
	Why is it
	knife—knives



	
	
	
	



	If it’s
Why is it
	cupful—cupfuls
 passerby—passersby
	Go figure:
	child—children
 man—men woman—women





A few nouns stay the same no matter whether you’re talking about one of them or a thousand of them. Check these out:




	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural



	moose
	moose
	sheep
	sheep



	deer
	deer
	series
	series



	species
	species
	swine
	swine





The plurals of some words are based on rules from foreign languages; you either have to memorize them or look them up.




	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural



	basis
	bases
	nucleus
	nuclei



	crisis
	crises
	stimulus
	stimuli



	criterion
	criteria
	analysis
	analysis






RULES FOR EASY (REGULAR) PLURALS


Usually add s:

wave—waves

hat—hats

If the word ends in o, usually add es:

hero—heroes

potato—potatoes

exceptions: tattoos, hippos, radios, banjos

If the word ends in s, x, z, ch, or sh, add es:

glass—glasses

church—churches

box—boxes

bush—bushes

buzz—buzzes

If the word ends in y and there’s a vowel (a, e, i, o, or u) before the y, add s:

play—plays

monkey—monkeys

If the word ends in y and there’s a consonant before the y, change the y to i and add es:

party—parties

candy—candies

If a proper noun (someone’s name) ends in y, just add s:

the Kennedy family—the Kennedys

the Finley family—the Finleys

If a compound noun (a noun containing more than one word) has a main noun in it, add the s to the main noun:

one father-in-law, two fathers-in-law

one chief of police, two chiefs of police

If a compound noun has no main noun in it, add the s at the end:

one follow-up, two follow-ups

one trade-in, two trade-ins





Just for fun




	If this is right
	one die, two dice



	Then why shouldn’t we say
	one pie, two pice



	And
	one lie, two lice



	If this is right
	one mouse, two mice



	Then why shouldn’t we say
	one spouse, two spice



	If this is right
	one cherub, two cherubim



	Then why shouldn’t we say
	one bathtub, two bathtubim



	If this is right
	one foot, two feet



	Then why shouldn’t we say
	one root, two reet



	And
	one boot, two beet



	If this is right
	one goose, two geese



	Then why shouldn’t we say
	one moose, two meese



	If this is right
	one man, two men



	Then why shouldn’t we say
	one pan, two pen



	And
	one fan, two fen



	And
	one can, two cen



	If this is right
	one tooth, two teeth



	Then why shouldn’t we say
	one telephone booth, two



	
	telephone beeth
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Find the goofs in these sentences and correct them.


	Lucas’ house is next door to Bill Gates’ house; I bet he gets a lot of hand-me-down computers!

	Lily is captain of the girl’s softball team.

	The womans’ dress is made of silk.

	Marshall and David’s fingers were nearly frostbitten after playing in the snow for three hours.

	I asked dad to drive me to Maryanne’s house.

	The Earth is home to dozens of species of Monkeys, more types of Fungi and Mushrooms than we can count, and many fascinating creatures living deep in the Ocean that we have yet to discover.

	I heard the babie’s cries.

	I borrowed my bosses car for an hour because mine was in the shop.

	I grew up in the south.

	The City where Batman lives is Gotham City.

	There are two James’s and three Mindies in my class this year.



(Answers are on pages 52–53.)



Pronoun Pointers

What is a pronoun?

It is a word that stands in for a noun. (The word pro in Latin means “for.”) Pronouns are handy little critters. If you don’t believe me, let’s try talking without them.

GIMME A BREAK:

Isabela gave Isabela’s dog the dog’s bath.

MUCH SIMPLER:

Isabela gave her dog its bath.

GIMME A BREAK:

Please say the name of the person on the other end of this telephone.

MUCH SIMPLER:

Who are you? What is your name?

GIMME A BREAK:

The person named Katie sitting in that chair likes the person named Satie sitting in that chair.

MUCH SIMPLER:

She likes her.

Here are the ways we use pronouns:


	to name specific people or things: You look like him.

	to point to non-specific people or things: Everyone enjoyed the party, but nobody remembered to thank the hostess.

	to point to some particular thing: This is the dress I want.

	to show mutual action: Ryan and Wesley were wrestling and hurt each other.

	to ask a question: Who doesn’t love pronouns?

	to show ownership: That’s not yours—it’s mine!

	to refer back to the subject: Bruce hurt himself.

	to add emphasis: I myself love pronouns.




[image: images] PAINLESS TIP

The “self” pronouns (myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, oneself, ourselves, yourselves, themselves) are used for the two purposes above only: for emphasis and to “double back” to the person doing the action. (See page 165 for more on the ways people often use myself incorrectly.)



Do you see how all of the underlined words above stand in for nouns? Let’s say that Ella Kate likes Julianne. She likes her. She stands in for the noun “Ella Kate,” and her stands in for the noun “Julianne.”

If I say to you, “Please take this to him,” the word this stands in for the noun “apple” or “bologna sandwich” or whatever it is I’m handing to you. The word him stands in for the noun “Phillip” or “Henry” or “Trent” or whomever I’m asking you to take it to.

We can’t always use nouns and we often need a simple little word to stand in for a whole lot of words. Imagine that I weren’t allowed to use the word we in the previous sentence. I’d have to write out the names of every single person in the world! That one little word we saves a whole lot of writing.

And what if you don’t know exactly whom you’re talking about? The word who or whom could be standing in for any number of different nouns, but we don’t know which one. If you’re wondering who is knocking at your door and you aren’t allowed to use the pronoun who, you’d have to start listing every noun you could think of. Is it Matt at my door? Is it Mom? Is it Santa? Is it the New York Giants? Is it Harry Potter? Is it... oh, my, how tired we would get if we couldn’t use pronouns.

Watching out for crazy antecedents

A pronoun takes the place of a noun. The antecedent is the noun that the pronoun takes the place of or stands for.

Zack gave his sister her doll.

His is a pronoun. Who does it stand for? It stands for Zack, so the antecedent of his is Zack. The word her is also a pronoun and it stands for sister. The antecedent of her is sister.

If you put pronouns in odd places, it’s hard to tell what the antecedent is, and sometimes sentences can get pretty crazy.

CRAZY:

It was pitch dark and my cat was still outdoors. I grabbed my flashlight to begin the search and listened for its purr.

BETTER:

It was pitch dark and my cat was still outdoors. I grabbed my flashlight to begin the search and listened for Magic’s purr.

CRAZY:

While driving it at 200 mph around the North Pole, Santa swerved to avoid hitting an elf and landed his sleigh in a snowdrift.
(The pronoun it appears early in this sentence, but we don’t find out what it is until the end of the sentence—and by that time we have an elf and a snowdrift to deal with as well.)

BETTER:

While driving his sleigh at 200 mph around the North Pole, Santa swerved to avoid hitting an elf and landed in a snowdrift.

CRAZY:

Driving home late last night, a deer suddenly appeared in our headlights. (What this means: A deer, driving home late last night, suddenly appeared in our headlights. We suspect that deer was driving without a license.)

BETTER:

Driving home last night, we suddenly saw a deer in our headlights.

When is Josh a “him” and when is he a “he”?

Which is correct?

I like you better than him.
I like you better than he.

Both are correct, but they mean entirely different things.

I like you better than him = I like you better than I like him.
I like you better than he = I like you better than he likes you.

Pronouns come in three groups called cases.




Subjective case—the doer (subject) of the action:
I throw the ball.

Objective case—the receiver (object) of the action:
Throw the ball to me.

Possessive case—shows ownership:

My throw to third base won the game!






	Subjective Case
	Objective Case
	Possessive Case



	I sing.
	Sing to me.
	my song



	You sing.
	Joe sings to you.
	your song



	She sings.
	Sing to her.
	her song



	He sings.
	Sing to him.
	his song



	It sings.
	Sing to it.
	its song



	We sing.
	Sing to us.
	our song



	They sing.
	Sing to them.
	their song



	Who sings?
	To whom does Joe sing?
	whose song





What is wrong with these sentences?

Mom cooked dinner for Archer and I.

Her and I went to the mall after school.

Us eighth graders are studying algebra.
She is taller than me.

Each of the underlined pronouns is wrong. How can you tell whether to use a subjective pronoun or an objective pronoun? Actually, it’s very easy. Almost none of us grown-ups worry “oh, objective or subjective?” No, we just juggle words until the sentence sounds right. All you have to do is add words or delete words until you can tell which pronoun sounds right.

ADD WORDS:

Mom cooked dinner for Archer and (for) I. Sounds wrong.
Mom cooked dinner for Archer and (for) me. Much better.

RIGHT:

Mom cooked dinner for Archer and me.

ADD WORDS:

Her (went) and I went to the mall after school. Sounds wrong.
She (went) and I went to the mall after school. Much better.

RIGHT:

She and I went to the mall after school.

DELETE WORDS:

Us eighth graders are studying algebra. Sounds wrong.
We eighth graders are studying algebra. Much better.

RIGHT:

We eighth graders are studying algebra.

ADD WORDS:

She is taller than me (am tall). Sounds wrong.
She is taller than I (am tall). Much better.

RIGHT:

She is taller than I.

Here is another trick to use when you are confused: turn the sentence around and notice what sounds right.

WHICH IS RIGHT:

In language arts, the best students are Laney and (me/I).

TURN IT AROUND:

Me am the best student. Sounds wrong.
I am the best student. Much better.

RIGHT:

In language arts, the best students are Laney and I.

WHICH IS RIGHT:

The winner of the award for fastest pizza eater is (he/him).

TURN IT AROUND:

Him is the winner. Sounds wrong. He is the winner. Much better.

RIGHT:

The winner of the award for fastest pizza eater is he.

Polite pronouns

It is considered polite to put yourself second.

WRONG:

Me and Finley want to play soccer.

RIGHT BUT NOT SO POLITE:

I and Finley want to play soccer.

POLITE:

Finley and I want to play soccer.

WRONG:

Mom gave the cookies to her and I.

RIGHT BUT NOT SO POLITE:

Mom gave the cookies to me and her.

POLITE:

Mom gave the cookies to her and me.

Is it me or is it I? It’s a hot debate.




	Is this right?
	Or is this right?



	It’s me.
	It’s I.



	It’s him.
	It’s he.



	It’s her.
	It’s she.



	It’s us.
	It’s we.



	It’s them.
	It’s they.





Even the experts don’t agree on this one. According to the strictest rules, it’s me is wrong. (Turn the sentence around. You would never say “me am it.” You would say “I am it.”) However, it’s me is so commonly used that it is gaining acceptance as an idiom (a commonly used phrase that might be peculiar, but is accepted as correct English). In informal speech and writing, it’s me is okay. Even in more formal writing, it’s me is often used and is not frowned on as much as it’s her or it’s him. In formal writing, even if you use it’s me, still always use it’s she and it’s he.


The ubiquitous
you

Ubiquitous means “it’s everywhere! It’s everywhere!” You is one of the most overused words in our language. In formal writing, be careful. When using the word you, the writer should really mean “you, the reader,” not someone, anyone, or everyone.

INFORMAL:

If you add one and one, you get two.

FORMAL:

One plus one equals two.

INFORMAL:

You have to pay $9.50 to get into the movie.

FORMAL:

The movie costs $9.50.

INFORMAL:

If you’re late for school, you’ll get in trouble.

FORMAL:

Students who are late for school will get in trouble.


The capital
I

Why is I the only capitalized pronoun? Is it because I am so important? The word I is not capitalized in Spanish, French, German, and many other languages. The answer is simple: A little tiny i all by itself looks like it’s missing something, like other parts of the word fell off or got lost. So the little tiny i grew taller over the years and eventually turned into a capital letter.
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Find the goofs in these sentences and correct them.


	Jillian remembered to bring Lydia’s jacket to school but forgot her gloves.

	They don’t allow kids to throw jello at each other in the cafeteria.

	When doing a plié, the ballerina should keep her knees over her toes. You shouldn’t allow your knees to turn inward or you could damage your knees and ankles.

	I gave Charlie a new bike and a video game; it made him happy.

	Hello. You want to speak to Esperanza? This is her.

	We had a great time at Myrtle Beach; they have so much to do there.

	The teacher told we kids to be quiet.

	We’re going out to dinner alone—just Gabriela and me.

	It was him who ate all the nachos.

	Mom gave both of us, Elizabeth and I, money for the movie.

	Yuriko is a friend of Miranda’s and me.

	Don’t tell anyone! Keep this a secret between you and I.



(Answers are on pages 54–55.)



Verb Pointers

What is a verb?

It is a word that shows action or state of being.


	action: run, swim, jump, leap, fall, dream

	state of being (something or someone is being described, but no action is going on): be, appear, seem, feel



I can make plenty of interesting sentences without nouns. For example:

Don’t do that. It’s dangerous, and if you do it enough, it could hurt you!
I like you, you like me, they like us—everybody’s happy.
That’s enough of this. Let’s go outside and play!

Not bad, huh? Try to make a juicy sentence without a verb. Okay, sentence fragments maybe:

Wow! What a great bike.
Yum. Good food. More cookies anywhere?

But how long can you live on fragments? Try writing a real sentence without verbs.

There no way we without verbs. Nothing. Without any action words, our sentences ... very dull. No communication. Action ... being ... without them, well, nothing.

We need verbs! Here are some ways to treat verbs with respect and to avoid the verb goofs students often make.

Verb tenses

Verb tenses let us know when the action happens.

Here are the six tenses you have to choose from:

Present tense: I eat pizza often.

Past tense: I ate pizza last night.

Future tense: I will eat pizza later today.

Present perfect tense: I have eaten pizza many times.

Past perfect tense: By the time you arrived, I had eaten the whole pizza.

Future perfect tense: I will have eaten pizza at least a million times by the year 2020.

Here are the six progressive forms (progressive means that the action continues for a while):

Present progressive: I am eating pizza.

Past progressive: I was eating pizza when you called.

Future progressive: I will be eating pizza at 8:30 tonight.

Present perfect progressive: I have been eating pizza all day.

Past perfect progressive: I had been eating pizza for three hours when Mom said my eyeballs looked like pepperonis.

Future perfect progressive: I will have been eating pizza for five hours nonstop when bedtime rolls around.


Here are the three uses of the emphatic form (which include the words
do, does,
or
did
with the verb):

Emphasis: I do eat pizza! When I was a kid, wow, did I eat pizza.

Questions: Do I eat pizza? Did I really eat 25 pizzas?

Negatives: I do not eat green, leafy vegetables—only pizza; however, I did not eat all 25 pizzas by myself. (In many other languages, the negative is formed by adding a “no.” In Spanish, for example, we say “como” for “I eat” and “no como” for “I do not eat.” This is a simple and easy way of creating a negative, but in English, we do not say “I no eat” or “I no sleep.” We use the more complicated emphatic form instead.)

When to use the present tense:

Present action: I want to eat pizza right now.

Action that happens over and over: I eat pizza almost every day.

Scientific facts and other things that are always true: Eating 25 pizzas a day is not good for you.

Headlines: “Local Kid Nearly Explodes from Pizza Overdose”

Sometimes the present tense is used in place of the future tense: Tomorrow I leave for a special hospital to try to overcome my pizza addiction. 
In book reports (stories often occur “in the present” as a reader reads them): In the final scenes of Pizza Panic, the hero of the story is cured of his pizza addiction and lives happily ever after, never again craving mozzarella and pepperoni.

Be consistent with tenses.

WEAK:

I got home late and Mom fusses at me for not calling to let her know where I will be.

I got home = past tense

Mom fusses = present tense

where I will be = future tense

BETTER:

I got home late and Mom fussed at me for not calling to let her know where I was.

I got home = past tense

Mom fussed = past tense

where I was = past tense

WEAK:

My puppy had been eating his puppy chow for five minutes when the doorbell rings and he is rushing through the house to see who’s there, and on the way to the door he bumped into the coffee table and breaks a coffee cup that was there.

puppy had been eating = past perfect progressive tense

doorbell rings = present tense

he is rushing = present progressive tense

who’s there = who is there = present tense

he bumped = past tense

breaks a coffee cup = present tense

cup that was there = past tense

BETTER:

My puppy had been eating his puppy chow for five minutes when the doorbell rang and he rushed through the house to see who was there, and on the way to the door he bumped into the coffee table and broke a coffee cup that was there.

puppy
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