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			The summary and analysis in this ebook are meant to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of nonfiction. This ebook is not intended as a substitute for the work that it summarizes and analyzes, and it is not authorized, approved, licensed, or endorsed by the work’s author or publisher. Worth Books makes no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this ebook.
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			Context

			Strangers in Their Own Land is sociologist Arlie Russell Hochschild’s thoughtful and in-depth analysis of the rise of conservatism among the white working class. Hochschild conducted her research during the rise of the Tea Party and wrote the book during the run-up to the 2016 US presidential election in which Donald Trump steadily gained electoral ground. 

			It’s difficult for many voters who reside in the liberal enclaves of coastal cities to understand the degree and nature of Trump’s popularity, but, as Hochschild shows, the seeds for that victory were sown years ago. To begin to understand the reasons behind his win, and the reasons behind the rise of the Tea Party in America—which supports many policies that appear to go against the best interests of small-town America—is a fascinating and complex journey.

			To undertake her research, Hochschild spent time with conservative, Christian communities in the American South. There, doing her best to maintain neutrality, she listened to their ideas, while still unpacking some of their more contradictory beliefs. Over five years, Hochschild meets and engages with all types of people—from postal workers to machine operators to truck drivers—in all sorts of settings—from Trump rallies to church revivals to backyard BBQs—in an attempt to understand this growing population that no longer feels at home in their own country.

			Timely, moving, and informative, the New York Times named Strangers in Their Own Land one of the best books to help explain the rise of Trump. 

		

	
		
			Overview

			In order to understand the gains made by the Tea Party, Hochschild, a liberal sociologist based in the Bay Area, travels to rural and small-town Louisiana to explore the political terrain and meet conservative voters. There, she discovers a landscape that is as much upended by environmental concerns as political ones, with long-term injustices perpetrated on the region by a succession of oil and chemical companies, culminating in the Bayou Corne Sinkhole, an ecological disaster zone which has forced many residents—including Tea Party voters—to abandon their homes. Yet the mood of these residents remains strongly anti-government, set against the very institution that seeks to curb these environmental irregularities and control some of the more extreme abuses of safety law and the environment. Why should these people be so opposed to a government that is ostensibly there to help them?

			When speaking to locals in several modest Louisiana communities, Hochschild takes a sympathetic, nonconfrontational approach. She considers the church’s impact, concepts of community and individualism, and the priorities of people who continue to vote for right-wing big-business candidates. The answers she finds were not those she expected, and her careful analysis sheds light on some of America’s most damaged communities. Strangers in Their Own Land draws a picture of an embittered, embattled community that nonetheless possesses a strong intention to survive and to pursue its version of the American Dream. 

		

	
		
			Summary

			Preface

			Hochschild is concerned about the increasing political divide in America. While liberals feel that the Republican Party is looking for ways to demolish the federal government and reduce or stop help to the poor and vulnerable, conservatives believe that the Democrats are a liberal and bloated elite that spend large amounts of money in exchange for votes. Hailing from the left-leaning San Francisco Bay Area, Hochschild is familiar with the left’s position, but not the right’s.

			Hochschild’s earlier research on paid parental leave drives much of her initial questioning—for example, her time spent with medical insurance representative Sharon Galicia, an enthusiastic and bright Tea Party supporter who could benefit considerably from paid parental leave, and yet whose chosen party opposes it. 

			As the child of a foreign service worker, Hochschild was brought up in an environment of questioning, but also one of reaching out—seeking to understand people who are different from herself. In researching this book, she feels that she is once again seeking to understand people in a foreign land, but this time, the land is her own. 

			Part One: The Great Paradox

			1. Traveling to the Heart

			The political divide between Republicans and Democrats is only getting wider. There are now forty-five million people (about 15% of Americans) who support the Tea Party. The “empathy walls”—the obstacles to a deep understanding of a person who has different beliefs—are growing higher. The single issue that most clearly indicates political direction is belief in climate change. Most Tea Party voters and many conservative citizens simply don’t believe in it, yet red states have higher rates of pollution—in addition to divorce, teen pregnancy, obesity, and lower life expectancy—and their residents continually vote to defund federal and state departments regulating education, environmental protection, Medicare, Pell grants, and more.

			One such voter is Mike Schaff, an elderly Louisiana resident whose grandfather ran a sugarcane plantation. Mike himself became involved in the oil industry, and ironically, was forced to leave his home as the result of an ecological disaster caused by an under-regulated drilling company. Yet he is also a Tea Party supporter, opposed to heavier regulation of oil and other industries. Why, Hochschild asks, do people vote for policies that don’t help them and improve their lives? 

			There are several theories.
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