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      1Introduction

      Life is fraught with many flawed relationships. For some there appears to be no way out other than to terminate the situation. On the other hand there are those who look for the possibility of trying to make the best of the good things that originally brought the two parties together. The two Zionist “giants”—the subjects of this book—must receive the credit for bringing the state of Israel into existence, and yet for much of the time they were making it happen, their relationship was marred by anger, jealousy, and frustration. They were rarely able to empathize with the other’s entrenched position, they both failed to appreciate the good things, and they gave scant appreciation to the enormous strength and ability that each had in abundance. There was never a possibility of the relationship being terminated but, at the same time, neither of them made any real effort to make the best of it.

      Chaim Azriel Weizmann and David Joseph Gruen were born within two hundred miles of each other in two small East European towns—Chaim in 1874 in Motal (Motol), near Pinsk, which today is in Belarus but at that time was part of the Russian Empire; and David in 1886 in Plonsk, a small industrial town 38 miles northwest of Warsaw, which at that time was part of Congress Russia and today is in Poland. Given the geographical distance between their two towns and the twelve-year difference in their ages, it was very unlikely that the two men would have met in their youth. In fact, as we shall see later, their first face-to-face meeting did not take place until June 1920 when they were forty-six and thirty-three years old, respectively.

      This was immediately prior to a Zionist Conference about to be held in London. At that moment Chaim was on the verge of becoming the president of the World Zionist Organization and David was a young socialist activist in Palestine who had just become the leader of the Achdut ha’Avodah faction.

      2Motol and Plonsk were towns with sizeable Jewish communities that lived peacefully and undisturbed alongside their Christian neighbors. Theirs was a traditional shtetl way of life, centered around the local synagogue. The Weizmann family was certainly religious, and Chaim’s mother particularly so. The Gruen family was less so. While as children, the two boys had little choice other than to conform to the traditional Jewish way of life of the community, once they had moved away into the big wide world, neither of them had any interest in organized religion.

      Before the assassination of Czar Alexander II in 1881, the small Jewish communities in Russia lived in relative tranquility. However, thereafter many communities were confronted by a new phenomenon—that of violent anti-Semitism orchestrated by government authorities, the pogrom. From then on they understood the meaning of great fear and uncertainty.

      In his autobiography Chaim wrote that he was too young to be fully aware of the implications of these attacks, which in any case were centered largely in the south of Russia and did not reach Motol. However he was well aware that many members of his large family in other areas of Russia decided to uproot themselves, to leave their homes, and to leave Russia. Whereas the Weizmann and Gruen parents stayed put for the time being, their children eventually realized that in the long run, there was no future for the Jews of Eastern Europe. And when Theodor Herzl and Zionism arrived at the end of the century, new vistas and possibilities began to open up.

      It is interesting to surmise how these two youngsters from the backwoods of Russia and Poland eventually came to be great Zionist leaders. Clearly the greatest influence in their success came from their families, and especially from their fathers. The two families were very different. Chaim was the third of twelve children (nine of whom were to have a university education). His father Oizer (Ezer) was a relatively successful businessman who ran a timber haulage business. This led to him spending long periods of time in the forests, organizing the felling of great trees, building rafts, and floating them down to the port of Danzig. He was very much of a “hands on” boss who employed fifty lumberjacks.

      Chaim recalls that in the forestry season his father was rarely at home, but there were also times of the year when lumbering was not possible and during this time his presence dominated the house and the small Motol Jewish community. He was a man of great energy and passion, and the first Jew to become the town leader. Also in the synagogue, with his deep religious knowledge, he was a highly respected member of the congregation. His leadership abilities obviously made a big impression on Chaim, and were evidently inherited by him as he grew up and took upon himself great responsibilities on a much larger stage. Writing about his father he said:

      3When I recall how seldom father was with us, and how preoccupied he was with the problem of a livelihood and yet how large an influence he was in our lives, I am filled with genuine wonder. He was a silent man, with a scholarly spirit lost in the world of business, and fired with deep ambition for his children. He did not believe in words of admonishment, and even less in punishment. When he did say something it carried great weight with us. He was a natural aristocrat, an intellectual and something of a leader too. We loved him and tried to emulate his example.1

      According to Chaim, his family was relatively well off. They lived in a seven-room single-story house, and had servants, which was something of a rarity in their community. On the other hand, as his mother Rachel was pregnant sixteen times between the ages of seventeen and forty-six, and had many mouths to feed, the need for domestic help is understandable. Whereas Chaim admired his mother’s skills in running such a household, he did not have the same close relationship with her that David enjoyed with his mother. However, after his father died in 1911, some years later he arranged for her to come to Palestine. She lived in Haifa, and died in 1939 at the age of ninety-two.
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          Figure 0.1: Chaim Weizmann. Courtesy of Zionist Archives Jerusalem.

        

      

      David was the sixth child of Sheindal and Avigdor Gruen. His birth certificate, discovered in 2003, brought to light the fact that he had had a twin brother who died shortly after birth. Sheindal died in childbirth in 1897 when David was eleven years old. His father Avigdor professed to being a lawyer and worked in the law, but there is some doubt as to whether he ever formally studied the subject, and he certainly never had a license. What he did have was the reputation of being one of the wise men of Plonsk. Many of the five thousand Jews of the town came to him for help and advice. However, according to a Ben-Gurion biographer:

      He was at the same time a rebel, with enemies among those who considered unconventionality a sin. He put aside the caftan, or long tunic, and the fur hat popular with the tradition-bound Jews of Plonsk. Instead he wore a frock coat and striped trousers, and even on occasions a high silk hat. He smoked cigarettes now and then. His beard and moustache were not trimmed in exactly the customary manner. He had gentile clients, and his library contained books that the local rabbis considered to be much too unorthodox.2

      His son clearly inherited this nonconformism from an early age. The essential ingredient that enabled the two Gruen men to get away with defying convention was their strength and their absolute belief in themselves. For some men, and Weizmann was one of them, one of the most important ingredients leading to their success is their charm and charisma; David had neither of these gifts. What he did have was enormous self-confidence which drove 5him onward and upward, irrespective of the views or opinions of people around him.

      Avigdor insisted that all of his children speak Hebrew as a language. For the Hasidic Jews of Plonsk, this was sacrilegious as Hebrew for them was only a language of prayer. He also insisted that David should be proficient in biblical history and Middle East geography.

      The greatest influence on the boy David, that came early in his childhood, was Avigdor’s dedication to Hovevei Zion. This organization was the forerunner of Zionism that first made its appearance at the end of the century. Avigdor passionately believed that Jews should live in Eretz Yisrael, and as a result of his initiative, a Hovevei Zion cell was opened up in Plonsk.

      On the day of Avigdor’s death David wrote in his diary: “I have inherited from my father a love for the people of Israel, for the Land of Israel and for the Hebrew language.”

      Plonsk gradually became the center of Zionism in that part of Poland. It was said that more olim (immigrants who decided to make their lives in Palestine), came from Plonsk than from any other town in the region. Committee meetings were often held at the Gruen home at all hours of the day and night. The house resounded with speeches, arguments, and endless talk. Thus David grew up in an atmosphere of vibrant Zionism at home.

      When David was ten, Theodor Herzl made his breakthrough with the publication of his book, The Jewish State. Thereafter meetings in the Gruen home became even more frequent. The talk was louder and lasted longer than ever. Now there were articles for the press to be written, new cells of Zionism to be established, conferences to be held.3 David was drinking it all in, and within four years he had founded his first Zionist society.

      The death of his mother a year later was to have a profound effect on the eleven-year-old. He had been her favorite and, according to his biographers, her loss and his memory of her were to be with him throughout his life. As he later wrote:

      My earliest memory goes back to when I was two or three. I can see myself sitting at the corner of our big table and looking at my gentle, sweet, smiling mother who was knitting by my side.4

      His father, fully occupied with his law practice and Zionist politics, was no real substitute, and the boy retreated into an isolated and self-protective shell, becoming tougher and more self-reliant. From the moment of his mother’s death, David lost his childhood, and he was never able for the rest of his life to recapture the love and tranquility of his mother’s home.

      6As Chaim’s parents were confirmed Zionists, they needed to keep a low profile with regard to active participation in the movement. Since they were leading members of the synagogue, they had to accept the policy of the congregation which was opposed to a movement whose objective was to encourage Jews to live in Eretz Yisrael. Thus, Chaim received very little Zionist education at home in contrast to David. His interest really began later when he was a student in Pinsk.
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          Figure 0.2: David Ben-Gurion. Courtesy of Zionist Archives Jerusalem.

        

      

      Despite their modest beginnings, with little assistance from their teachers, both men demonstrated high levels of intellectual ability in adulthood. This was the most important basis for their tremendous political achievements. Weizmann, who had the greater formal education, received many academic honors. Ben-Gurion, on the other hand, was very much an autodidact. His only degree was an honorary degree conferred on him by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem much later in his life.

      The children of the shtetl (Jewish Community), dressed in their long black gowns, invariably received their first education in the traditional Jewish cheder. In Chaim’s case, this elementary and very rudimentary seat of learning was situated in the muddy back room of a rabbi’s house, together with his family and their washing hung up around the young students. He later wrote that from time to time a goat would wander in. Jewish religion, culture, and history were taught in Yiddish by a rabbi who had few teaching skills but a great deal of enthusiasm. This was their schooling between the ages of four and ten or eleven, although Chaim was able to point out later that at least he did learn some Hebrew at that time.

      From there he was sent to a “real” school, the Russian gymnasium in Pinsk, 25 miles from Motol. Few of the ultraconservative Motol Jews chose this path for their sons, preferring to keep them nearer to home. It was an expensive proposition for his father, as Chaim had to board in the town, coming home at the end of the week. He did however contribute a little to his upkeep by tutoring another younger boy from a wealthy family in the community after school.

      There was always a wide spectrum of culture and literature to be found in the Weizmann home so that the children had much greater access to secular education as compared to their peers who received a traditional Jewish education. Because Chaim was recognized as being particularly bright, Oizer decided to send him to study in Pinsk at a relatively early age.

      In his autobiography, Chaim relates that the level of teaching at the gymnasium was very low, and he doubted whether most of his teachers had had any training or preparation for the profession. He wrote that he could not understand how the mathematics teacher had managed to be appointed, and he also doubted whether the teacher of religion was always completely sober.5 The one exception was the chemistry teacher Mr. Kornienko, who, according to 7Weizmann, was inspirational. In all probability this teacher’s “genuine love for the subject” was an important factor in introducing him to the world of chemistry, which was to dominate his adult life for many years.

      David’s education was more modest. He attended five cheders in the town where he got an unexceptional education, without goats. At this stage of his 8life he was an average student. He did take his studies seriously, and he did have a great thirst for knowledge, but this was not translated into academic achievement. Possibly his head was already buried deep inside Zionism.

      In his last year at school at the age of fourteen he made important friendships with two other boys from Plonsk, Shmuel Fuchs and Shlomo Zemach, and together they founded a Zionist youth society, Ezra. The rules they decided on for the society were that only Hebrew would be spoken, they would work for the dissemination of Hebrew culture among the working youth, and they would live in Palestine. Thus was born David’s lifelong affair with Zionism and socialism.

      Whereas boys from the shtetl automatically moved on to the yeshiva (Jewish religious college) when they finished their primary education, as there was no yeshiva in Plonsk, David had to leave school at the age of fourteen. What he did in the next three years is not recorded but his leading biographer, Shabtai Teveth, was of the opinion that he spent many hours reading, which was his lifelong passion, probably helped his father in the law office with some of his administrative work, and was involved in his Ezra activities.6

      In his seventeenth year he made the most important decision of his life—to spend the rest of his days in Palestine. When he got there he intended to be personally involved in the physical construction of the country. In order to do so, he needed to take an engineering course, preferably at Warsaw University, before he left. Such studies would be very expensive and, although his father had agreed to provide the necessary financing, it is not clear if he knew where the money would come from.

      Chaim had continuously received top marks throughout his schooling, although little credit went to the Real-Gymnasium. He was just a very bright student who was destined to enter one of Europe’s leading universities. His first choice was the University of Kiev. However the number of Jewish students accepted at Russian universities was subject to a numerus clausus, and those who did manage to get a place had to put up with a great deal of hostile discrimination both from the teaching staff and their fellow students. As a result he decided that it would be easier to carry out his studies at the Darmstadt University in Germany.

      Chaim’s first real introduction to pre-Zionism came during the time he was studying in Pinsk. He began to notice that certain secret meetings were taking part in the Jewish community, although he himself was not involved in them. This was around 1885, ten years before Herzl made his appearance. As yet, nobody had yet heard the word “Zionism.” However small underground Hovevei Zion cells, such as the one that Avigdor Gruen ran in Plonsk, were meeting, money was being raised, and from time to time small numbers of olim went to Palestine. A Zionist seed was thus sown in Chaim’s 9consciousness, which would eventually grow into a great Zionist tree, but at that moment he was only a spectator.

       In this introduction we have met two young men from humble backgrounds, but from comfortable, secure homes. Their elementary school teaching had not been very useful, but nevertheless they were bound for university-level studies in Darmstadt and Warsaw. One would be a chemistry student, the other an engineer. The budding chemist would build an impressive academic career for himself, the engineer would aim to practically benefit the Jews in Eretz Yisrael.

      In the following chapters we will follow their progress. They had each discarded the idea of a future for themselves in or for the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe. David would devote himself to intense political activity and Chaim to high-level international diplomacy. The former would travel southeastward and the latter to the west. In June 1920 they were to have a date in London.

      Notes

        1.	Chaim Weizmann, Trial and Error (London: Hamish Hamilton, 1949), 24–25.

        2.	Robert St. John, Ben-Gurion (London: Jarrolds, 1959), 13.

        3.	Ibid., 14.

        4.	Michael Bar-Zohar, Ben-Gurion: The Armed Prophet (New York: Prentice Hall, 1978), 6.

        5.	Weizmann, Trial and Error, 34.

        6.	Throughout his life, Ben-Gurion kept voluminous diaries. However those pertaining to his early life were destroyed or mislaid when he moved to Palestine.

    

  
    
      11Chapter 1

      Our Heroes Prepare to Leave the
Nest—David

      The Ezra group which David, Shlomo, and Shmuel had started at school continued to make impressive progress with the membership slowly creeping up to 150 young people. With the coming of the first Zionist Congress in Basel in 1897, Zionism really began to take off in Eastern Europe. Herzl was being acclaimed as the new Messiah. However his messianic image became tarnished somewhat in 1903, when he informed the sixth Zionist Congress that the Zionist movement had received an offer by the British government of land for settlement in Uganda, which he strongly recommended the congress to accept. The three Ezra friends and many others strongly opposed such a proposal, seeing any suggestion that Zion would not be in the Holy Land as a great betrayal. Sitting together and discussing how to cope with this new development, they concluded that the best way to combat “Ugandism” would be by settling in the Land of Israel. Writing to his father in this period, he said; “In my eyes settling the land is the only true Zionism, and all the rest is self-deception, empty talk and a sheer waste of words.”1

      Shlomo and Shmuel were from well-off families in Plonsk, but David never had any money. What he did have however was great verve and charisma which came to the fore whenever he was talking about Zionism. He was a particularly strong orator, and built a reputation for making impassioned, rousing speeches. His public début came at the age of fifteen when he addressed a Zionist conference in Warsaw. The three friends pushed each other into making a firm commitment to making Aliyah (immigration into Palestine), and fixed tentative departure dates for each other. Shlomo would be the first to go. He would make a tour of inspection in order to find out what prospects existed for the three of them to find work and where they would live, and then he would report back to the others in Plonsk. David would be 12the last because he was still set on studying engineering in Warsaw before leaving.

      It turned out that Shmuel Fuchs left first. He started off by traveling to London in the summer of 1904 and, from there, disappointingly, he made his way to America and lived the rest of his life as a dentist in Brooklyn. In the summer David, then seventeen years old, went to Warsaw to study engineering, but his mission turned out to be unsuccessful. He had a difficult struggle to support himself financially, and at every twist and turn there seemed to be insurmountable obstacles for Jewish students. His response to the difficulties was to sink into a state of anxiety and depression, which was also heightened by the departure of his two close friends. He was obviously not really aware of the extent to which he had relied on them. He was also extremely saddened by news of the death of Herzl that year.

      In November it was Shlomo’s turn to leave for Palestine. Having filched a large sum of money from his father’s bank account, he joined David in Warsaw and together they planned his trip. At the beginning of 1905 David thought seriously of leaving Warsaw and his academic ambitions, and of making his way immediately to Palestine to join Shlomo whose letters from there were very exciting and encouraging. However this was not to happen for another eighteen months and in the meantime he got caught up in left-wing political activities, mostly in the Plonsk area.

      In 1905 while he was still in Warsaw he witnessed serious rioting by the workers against the Czar’s regime. Whereas he was in no way involved, it had an immediate impact on his political thinking and led him to realize that his Zionism needed to include a specific socialist element.

      In this period a new Zionist socialist organization, Poalei Zion or Poale Zion, PZ (Workers of Zion) sprang up in Eastern Europe. Its aims and policy were very close to David’s own. Such a society was illegal and consequently all of its proceedings had to be clandestine. In December David attended his first PZ conference and soon after he opened a branch in Plonsk, into which he integrated his Ezra group. From that moment he threw himself into local Zionist politics. He organized a strike of the tailors and rope makers, the first in the town’s history, and utilizing his talents as a public speaker went on a tour throughout his home region trying to “sell” the Zionist message.

      Soon after the arrival of PZ, another organization was born. This was the Bund, a non-Zionist Jewish socialist party dedicated to protecting the interests of Jewish workers in Russia and Poland. Consequently, it strongly opposed the idea that Jews should leave in order to live in Palestine. There were occasional violent confrontations between the two organizations, most of them verbal, which David relished. Others were decidedly physical. Sometimes this necessitated party leaders going to meetings armed and with bodyguards. David was beginning to build a reputation for himself as a 13young, tough, local politician, and on two occasions he was arrested by the police. Luckily, Avigdor, his lawyer father, had connections in the right places and was quickly able to secure his release.

      In 1906 Shlomo returned from Palestine, full of enthusiasm and optimism. It was now clear to David that the time had come to go back with him when he returned. Avigdor had mixed feelings. On the one hand he would have liked David to finish his studies so that he could get a better job in Eretz Yisrael. On the other hand this is what the family had been working toward for many years, and he could see that his son would be an asset to his new country. And so putting his money where his mouth was, he came up with the necessary financing for the journey. From then on, although David was always reluctant to ask him for help, somehow he always managed to find money to send to him in time of need.

      A small party of olim leaving for Palestine in August 1906 included David, Shlomo, Rachel Nelkin, a girlfriend from his youth who was the love of his life and whom he should have married but never did, and her mother. Teveth described the group’s arrival in Jaffa as follows:

      At 8.00 a.m. on Friday September 7, 1906, the ship eased into the harbour and was surrounded by innumerable small craft. Arab dock-hands scrambled out of their boats, climbed up the swaying ropes and gangplanks, and immediately began to unload passengers and baggage into the skiffs below. The noise was deafening, the scene confusing, and David was hard pressed to keep an eye on his belongings. After briefly bargaining he agreed to pay one of the Arab oarsmen the sum of two roubles to transport him and his possessions to the shore. At 9.00 a.m. the Arab porter who carried him ashore, put him down, and his foot first touched the land of his ancestors. Eretz Israel “Hurrah,” he wrote to his father. He had accomplished the first of what he later called the “three central deeds of my life.”2

      Having dropped to his knees in order to kiss the soil of Eretz Yisrael for the first time, he found that there was a welcoming group of fellow PZ supporters awaiting the group’s arrival, which they celebrated with some suitable beverage. This scene was interrupted by representatives of the two local Zionist political parties, the PZ and the Hapoel Ha’Tzair (The Young Worker) who had come to urge the new arrivals to join their parties.

      At that moment however David and Shlomo had no interest in getting into a political discussion. What they needed first and foremost was somewhere to sleep for the night. They had heard that the most likely place was the moshav (settlement) of Petach Tikva, which was some distance from Jaffa. In the absence of any available transport they set out on a four-hour journey on foot, and there found their first resting place. The next day the two men rented a room, and the day after at dawn they started working in the orchards tilling 14the soil. They were day laborers, which is no more than they expected when they planned their Aliyah in Plonsk.

      Their new working life was much tougher than they had imagined. In order to get any kind of a job they had to compete with Arab workers, and often they did not find work and remained without food. In addition David got a bad bout of malaria. The local doctor told him it would be better if he went back to Poland, advice he certainly did not want to hear. In a letter to his father David wrote that he had encountered three new experiences in his life: physical work, hunger, and malaria. One of the surprises that he came up against was the realization that the Jewish employers who hired and fired at will were essentially capitalists whose motive was making substantial profit from their land. This did not correspond with his ideas of Zionism and socialism.

      David quickly began to examine the local political scene. From the very moment of his arrival he had been made aware that there were two parties in fierce competition: his own party, PZ, and Hapoel Ha’Tzair. Each was Zionist and socialist in their programs but, given the small number of Jews in the country, it was not clear why there was a need for both of them.

      The main difference between the two was that the international PZ movement was devoted to Marxist ideology and insisted that, within its Zionist message, there should be a clear statement of revolutionary principles. David, however, believed that the first priorities of newly arrived olim were to learn Hebrew and to accustom themselves to working on the land. In discussion it transpired that most of them wanted nothing more than a watered-down Marxism.

      Hapoel Ha’Tzair, for its part, wanted nothing to do with Marxism or planning for a future revolution but other than that there was very little difference between the two parties. They both tried to attract members, but basically their relationship was amicable. For the next fifteen years David considered it to be his number one duty to unify the two parties. Success came in 1920 with the creation of the Histadrut.

      Jaffa was the center of Zionist political activity in 1906. The person pulling the PZ strings was Israel Shochat. His and David’s paths were to cross many times from then on. Shochat had been at the port when David’s party arrived. He was well-acquainted with David’s previous activities in Poland, and had earmarked him as a potentially useful contact for the future.

      Thus a month after he arrived, David was invited to a PZ conference in Jaffa. Another long walk for him, and at that moment he was living in the settlement of Kfar Saba, even further away. The conference was being held to open a Palestine branch of the PZ, and also to write its manifesto. David was truly a “new boy” and did not have much to offer. Even so he was elected to the main committee and to the manifesto committee, presumably with 15some help from Shochat behind the scenes. The number of PZ members was approximately seventy and Hapoel members numbered about eighty—rather small beer.

      Discussions on the manifesto of the Palestine PZ stretched over three days. David was more of a spectator than a major participant. The two issues that he did feel strongly about were that only Hebrew should be spoken at party proceedings instead of Yiddish, and that there should be a move away from Marxism. Neither of these principles was formally accepted by the conference.

      Following the conference Shochat persuaded David to be his “number two” and to help him with the party organization. As a result he temporarily moved to Jaffa. He was not too sorry to leave the tough life of a day worker, and in any case suffered another attack of malaria.

      In 1907 a new arrival in Palestine was to be of great importance to him personally and to the Zionist movement. This was Yitzhak Ben-Zvi. During his lifetime David had three great friends; Ben-Zvi was the first. He was followed by Berl Katznelson and Eliyahu Golomb. In Russia, Ben-Zvi had had a senior position in PZ. Shochat saw him as being of great potential value to the fledgling party in Palestine. As a result, David was demoted in the list of useful and forceful people, much to his disappointment, and when two PZ members were chosen to attend the World Zionist Congress in 1907, Ben-Zvi and Shochat were at the top of the list and David was number five.

      In the same year the PZ committee made two important decisions; firstly that it would found a military wing, called Bar Giora, ostensibly for defensive purposes; and secondly that the PZ headquarters should be moved from Jaffa to the Galilee. David was still only a small fry in the party, and he wasn’t consulted about the projected move. However on learning that his friend Shlomo intended to leave Petach Tikva and also make for the Galilee, he decided to join him. Their destination was the settlement of Sejera which had been set up by the philanthropist Baron Hirsch and then passed over to the Rothschild family’s land development organization, the Jewish Colonization Association (JCA).

      At the outset, he and Shlomo worked happily and were particularly pleased that the work force was Jewish only, and that there were no unscrupulous Jewish bosses making big profits out of their workers. They worked on a fixed monthly wage. David felt that finally he had found the Eretz Yisrael he had dreamed about. He wrote to his father:

      The plough handle in my left hand, the goad in my right, I walk behind the plough and watch the black clods turning over and breaking up, while the oxen advance with measured pace, like important men of affairs. There is time to think and dream—and how would it be possible not to think when you strike 16along ploughing up the soil of the Land of Israel, and all about you see Jews ploughing their soil in their land? This soil that stands revealed in all its magic, and in the splendour of its hues, is it not itself a dream?3

      David was waxing lyrical about his new life and the beauty of the surroundings. His joy however was soon cut short by the arrival of Shochat and his Bar Giora militia. Shochat had done a deal with the JCA in which he would run the settlement for the first year, and he and the Rothschild organization would share the profits.

      Shochat’s intention was to set up a quasi-military training camp within the settlement and selected those people he believed would fit into his scheme. Shlomo, who wanted no part in such a deal, left immediately. David was not selected to be one of the members of the inner circle, and returned to working as a day laborer in the settlement.

      Sejera, located in a very isolated area, was surrounded by hostile Bedouin neighbors. There was an obvious need for effective self-defense. Before Bar Giora this defense had been carried out by Circassian guards,4 but very quickly Shochat got rid of them and replaced them with his own people. This group known as Hashomrim eventually became the forerunner of the Israel Defense Force—the Haganah. However, in the meantime this group began to clash with its Bedouin neighbors resulting in killings on both sides. The atmosphere at Sejera had become very tense even though, as David later said, it was the happiest time of his life.

      In June 1909 David had to go back to Poland for six months to complete some military call-up requirements. On his return he was not sure what he wanted to do next. Whereas instinctively his thoughts were to return to Sejera, he was beginning to realize that he could not see his life as one permanently engaged in agricultural work; he was much more attracted by the challenge of Zionist politics.

      His next step was a move to Jerusalem following an invitation by Ben-Zvi to join a new PZ newspaper, Achdut, as a journalist, with a place on the editorial board. Such an offer might have seemed surprising, considering that he was a twenty-four-year-old ploughman, trying without much success to make his mark in a new country. However there was no doubting his political credentials and he was a Hebrew speaker and writer. From an early age he had been a passionate, nonstop reader, and had already proved his facility with words at numerous public speaking engagements.

      He was to receive a monthly salary from Achdut which didn’t always arrive on time, and he was usually desperately short of funds. He slept on the floor in Ben-Zvi’s apartment.

      In the first year he wrote fifteen articles. An important event for Zionist history occurred during this period, namely that he began to sign his articles 17with the name David Ben-Gurion. The Green (Gruen) David had disappeared and was replaced by a “Son of a Lion Cub” (Ben-Gurion). He found his new literary world and especially his relationship and discussions with his new colleagues extremely stimulating. It was at this time that many ideas which up to then had not been thought through began to crystallize.

      Of these, the most important, which he shared with Ben-Zvi, was one which was to dominate his future in Zionism. During his short Zionist career he had heard very clearly the many words spoken, promises made, and ideas discussed, but he himself now wanted to see some real action. The Jewish homeland would come to pass when someone made it happen, and that someone would be the Jewish workers. Neither the PZ movement nor the Zionist Organization (ZO) would dictate to these workers what action should be taken; they would decide on their own path, and if the Diaspora Jews wanted a say in how Palestine should be developed and run, they would have to come and live there.

      The first statement of these principles occurred in August 1911 when the two men attended the third international PZ Congress in Vienna as delegates of the Palestine PZ. They put forward a motion that

      Practical policies of the workers’ bodies in Palestine will be determined not by the world conference, but by the Palestine workers themselves . . . Zionism will be realised by the workers living in Palestine and not by the Zionists living in the Diaspora . . . and that the unity of the Palestine workers irrespective of party differences is more important than their links to the party in the Diaspora.5

      The reaction to this statement by the two young Palestinians was immediate and angry. The congress passed a resolution accusing the Palestine delegation of “separatism.” The accusation was accurate, the two Bens intended to be separate. Palestine would be the master of its own destiny.

      This was to be the root cause of Ben-Gurion’s continuous conflict with Weizmann, which we will come across often in future chapters.

      However stimulating the work at Achdut was, it was clear to Ben-Gurion (B-G) that this was not going to be a long-term commitment. Following the Young Turk Revolution of 1908, a new liberal wave had begun to spread through the Ottoman Empire, one of whose features was that minority groups were now entitled to be represented in the Turkish parliament. As a result David and Ben-Zvi decided that it would be beneficial to Zionism if they qualified as lawyers in Istanbul. This would give them an entrée into the Turkish political establishment, and from there they would be in a position to negotiate a future Jewish homeland within the Ottoman Empire. At that time leading Zionists saw their future within a Turkish framework and had not considered any other alternative.

      18Thus in 1911 they began to make plans to study Turkish law in Istanbul. Other Palestinians who studied with them were: Israel Shochat, Ze’ev Jabotinsky, and Moshe Shertok (Sharett) who was to become a leading Zionist politician. David himself had two problems—he didn’t know any Turkish and, as usual, he had no money. He was able to borrow small amounts from the Achdut board and from PZ, but the lion’s share was to come from Avigdor and other members of his family in Plonsk. Rather than study Turkish in Istanbul he decided it would be cheaper to go to the Jewish city of Salonica in Greece. There he found a tutor and diligently studied day and night for nine months, without eating very much, until he had mastered the language. He then enrolled in the Istanbul University law department with Ben-Zvi, the two of them sharing a tiny room which contained two beds, a table, and not much else.

      At the end of the first year he got outstanding marks in his exams. His examiners were very impressed by his excellent command of the language. However, at the end of 1913 he was very ill as a result of chronic malnutrition and had to be hospitalized. Once again he had a dire shortage of money which put a great strain on him and the family. After his release from the hospital he decided to return to Russia for a while to recuperate.

      The two friends were unable to complete the second year of their studies, however. During the 1914 summer vacation from the university, they were traveling on a boat back to Palestine when it was announced that the World War had broken out and it would not be possible for them to return to Turkey.

      On arrival in Palestine they presumed that they would be able to continue their work at the Achdut magazine, but Turkish authorities had begun a repressive campaign against the 80,000 Jews in the country. Given that the great majority of them were of Russian origin and that most of them had not become Turkish citizens, and as Turkey and Russia were now enemies, the Jews were seen as a potential fifth column. Therefore they were given the choice of being inducted into the Turkish army or of being expelled from the country.

      Ben-Gurion and Ben-Zvi took it upon themselves to advise their fellow Jews of the Yishuv to take up Turkish citizenship. They themselves joined an Ottomanization society, and even volunteered to set up a Jewish military unit to help defend the country.

      This could have been a genuine attempt to help what they felt was their own country, or a ploy to try to ingratiate themselves with the Turkish administration under the leadership of Djemal Pasha, a particularly harsh general who had been sent from Istanbul to rule the country with an iron fist. However the Yishuv was in a complete state of panic and was not prepared to listen to words of wisdom or advice from two unknown young men.

      19In December 1914, five hundred Jewish men were deported to Alexandria and, in February 1915, our two young men were arrested and jailed. They tried every means at their disposal to avoid being deported, but having been members of PZ and having been employed at Achdut, they had little chance of escaping the inevitable. They sailed from Jaffa on March 22, with a note on the deportation order which read: “To be banished forever from the Turkish Empire.”

      On arrival in Egypt they found approximately 6,000 other Palestinian Jews in exile. A recruiting campaign was being carried out by two ex-Russians who were to become important Zionist leaders, Ze’ev Jabotinsky and Joseph Trumpeldor, to convince the Jews to join the British forces that were about to attack the Turkish army at Gallipoli. Ben-Gurion was opposed to this initiative.

      In spite of his deportation he was still pro-Turkish and believed that Turkey together with Germany and the Central Powers would win the war. He himself would not consider helping the British, and as for joining the Zion Mule Corps, he reasoned that any Palestinian Jew who took up arms against Turkey was endangering himself and his family, then and after the war.

      At a PZ executive committee meeting before they left it was decided that the most useful thing that the two young men could do at that moment would be to make for America and try to drum up support among American Jews for the Zionist cause, even to the extent of encouraging them to come to Palestine. The voyage to New York took about a month during which time B-G, the perennial student, devoted his days and nights to learning English. On March 16, 1915, they were enthusiastically greeted by American PZ leaders. For them the arrival of any Palestine Jewish leaders was a big event.

      The American Jewish community was growing all the time, with many immigrants from Eastern Europe who had begun to arrive in the 1880s. Great interest and sympathy was shown to the new concept of Zionism, but there were few paid-up Zionists. The two Bens asked for the American PZ to organize a nationwide speaking tour, and a new movement, He’Halutz, came into being whose aim was to persuade American Jews to leave their country and settle in Eretz Yisrael.

      At that moment, two years before America came into the First World War, it was not clear if the sympathies of the Jewish community lay with the Central Powers, Germany, Austria, and Turkey, or the Western Allies, Britain, France, and Russia. Thus, as there was a question mark over who the rulers of Palestine would be after the war, the two new Palestinian arrivals needed to be strictly neutral in public.

      Most European observers had watched the Ottoman Empire decline over many years, and were awaiting its inevitable collapse. Turkey’s decision to enter the war on the side of the Central Powers would surely accelerate that 20happening. The two Bens however were seemingly unable to see the wider picture, and looked at Turkey from a narrow parochial point of view. They were convinced that as the Turkish Jewish community had enjoyed a stable and respected position in the country for many years, a new wave of Jewish immigrants into Palestine could expect to receive the same treatment under Turkish rule. It took them more than two years to realize that the scenario they had imagined would never happen.

      Before B-G could begin his tour, he fell very ill with diphtheria and spent two weeks in the hospital in Rochester, where he was unable to understand or be understood by the nurses and doctors. Eventually the two Bens set out separately on their speaking tours to cities in which there was a Jewish community, but on the whole enjoyed very little success. The audiences in general were very small, somewhere between ten and twenty people each paying 10 cents. They were people who in the main knew very little about the subject matter. The Bens themselves did not have much experience of this kind of “marketing” and David, who was reluctant to speak in Yiddish, grimly applied himself to his serious mission. His listeners would have appreciated some humor or anecdotes; there were few to be had.

      As the numbers attending the meetings dropped, and the apathy rose, the PZ organizers understood that possibly the He’Halutz idea had been a mistake, and it was costing them money. After a year they had managed to sign up approximately 150 would-be participants, and the operation ground to a halt. The American experience was saved from being a failure by a decision of the two young men to write and publish a book, Yizkor (memories), which graphically related the story and experiences of the heroic watchmen of the Galilee, one of whom had been David. The epic story went down very well with the Jewish community, and suddenly their names began to be known and a little money was made. Sometime later they wrote a second book, Eretz Yisrael—The Land of Our Future, a vivid description of the history, geography, and ethnography of the country, which became even more of a best seller in the community. The two Bens had evidently been more successful as writers than as public speakers. The American community at that moment seemingly was not ready for the “hard sell” but was much more attracted by the romance of pioneering.

      Both David Ben-Gurion and Yitzhak Ben-Zvi had led very lonely existences in their first year in America and, as they were on different circuits, they didn’t meet up very often. David used a lot of this time reading and working out his own personal, political philosophy, and in considering how he intended to spend his future life in Eretz Yisrael.

      During their short stay in Alexandria in 1914, the two Bens had met Jabotinsky and Trumpeldor who were fully engaged in putting together a Jewish military force that would be incorporated into the British army and, 21with its help, would fight to liberate Palestine. A third member of the group, Pinhas Rutenberg, was not prepared to take a part in military activities, and as a result it was decided that he should go to America to raise money and volunteers for the project.

      In America, Rutenberg proposed holding a major congress attended by Jews from different countries, the aim of which would be to create a Jewish Fighting Force against the Turks. Whereas B-G approved of such a congress, he was against a Jewish army. The limit of his ambitions was to help build up a Jewish homeland after the war, and to replace those who had been killed or who had left the country during the war. Writing in the American Jewish magazine Ha’Toren, B-G said:

      Palestine belongs to Turkey, and this fact determines the political attitude and position of the Yishuv in Palestine. The principle of the strengthening of Turkey and its indivisibility has always been a central tenet of Jewish settlement activity, and therefore the Yishuv remains as always loyal and faithful to Turkey.6

      This was written two months after his arrival in New York. It is not too clear whether his remarks represented his own ideas alone, or whether there were others who supported him. The PZ conferences and congresses which took place in America in 1915 and 1916 gave him opportunities to write numerous articles and make very robust speeches, especially in opposition to Rutenberg’s ideas of a quick military solution to the Palestine problem, which he believed would open the gates to the Jewish homeland. David wrote:

      What we want in Palestine cannot be established in one moment, even if it is as great, decisive and opportune a moment as the present. . . . Zionism is a lengthy process which by its very nature will be realised only over an extended period of time. The striving to root the Jewish people in its homeland, to return the land to the nation—which is the spirit, the inner significance and core of Zionist aspirations—may assume any of several forms as it is being realised: autonomy, federation or even sovereignty. But the external form cannot change the content. Zionism will not be realised through political rights and diplomatic guarantees bestowed by others, but by continuous settlement activity, by entrenchment in the soil, by labour and commerce, by enhancing our spiritual and material assets, by increasing the population until the Jews have become a decisive majority in Palestine.7

      However, in the main, America was very far removed from real Zionist activity, and everyone concerned understood that American Zionists would not be able to make any impact at that moment. In the meantime it was only words and posturing. Ben-Gurion himself said that when he came to America he wouldn’t have dreamed that he would stay there for three years, but in 22reality there was no way of getting back to Palestine. During this time, his own political career had virtually come to a standstill. On one occasion at a rally to celebrate the Balfour Declaration, he addressed an audience of two thousand and put forward the following resolution:

      We, Jewish socialist workers and revolutionaries pledge ourselves to be in the vanguard of our movement for national freedom, within the framework of an organised Jewish proletariat, and with all our power to aid the immediate enlistment of the Jewish proletariat to Eretz Yisrael, for Eretz Yisrael and in Eretz Yisrael. We solemnly pledge to follow in the path and continue the work of our courageous pioneers, workers and watchmen who gave their lives for the freedom and revival of the Jewish people in the Jewish Land.8

      This was perhaps the first occasion when B-G, in one of his public speeches to a mass audience, clearly included a message that expressed his ideas that the future Jewish homeland would be a socialist homeland.

      The year 1917 was momentous for the world, for Zionism, and for B-G personally. The Russian Revolution occurred in February, America entered the First World War in April, the British government finally sanctioned the creation of a Jewish Legion, the Balfour Declaration was made in November, and he married Paula Munweis in December.

      The Russian Revolution made the job of He’Halutz even more difficult as, with the overthrow of the oppressive Czarist regime, Jews who had immigrated to America now anticipated a much more liberal period such that a return to Russia became a distinct possibility, which meant that a move to Palestine might now be seen as second best. David himself was angry when he heard that money sent to PZ, which should have been used to help people to get to Palestine, was also being used to send members back to Russia.

      With the American entrance into World War I, the victory prospects of the Central Powers and Turkey began to deteriorate substantially and, from that moment until the Balfour Declaration, as far as the two Bens were concerned their continued support for Turkey made little sense. In truth, a Turkish victory or loss was not the issue. The question was who was going to be ruling Palestine after the war and how would it affect the Yishuv. Thus, when the British turned out to be the front-runners, they did not have any great problem in switching their alliances.

      Jabotinsky, who himself had been an officer in the British army, finally convinced the government and the War Office to permit the creation of a Jewish Legion that eventually arrived in Palestine in 1918, and saw some limited action at the end of the war. For those Jews such as the Bens who had been stuck in America for three years, there was now a means of getting back to Palestine, as British soldiers.

      23On November 2 a minor miracle in the Jewish world occurred. Herzl, between 1897 and his death in 1904, had journeyed around many parts of Europe and Asia trying to meet leaders of the great powers and persuade them to support the Zionist cause by bringing pressure on Turkey to assist the Zionists to create a Jewish homeland. He had never succeeded in getting a “yes.” And then suddenly, out of the blue, it was learned that an unknown Russian chemist living in England had obtained a commitment from the British Foreign Minister that Britain would support the Jews in their quest to return to Palestine.

      This recognition of the Jews as a nation had made a reality of a dream, an achievement that had seemed to be many, many years away. Jews all over the world were overjoyed. While David was also delighted that his people had been recognized by a world power, he had always said that a Jewish homeland was not something that would be given to them by an outside body. They would have to build this home by themselves. Thus he demanded that Jews be given this opportunity as a right.

      The last momentous event of 1917, the marriage of David and Paula, was less than a minor miracle. David had met Rachel, the love of his life, in Plonsk and had even emigrated with her (and her mother) to Palestine, but thereafter everything went wrong because he did not have the wisdom or ability in affairs of the heart to make the right decision, and he lost her, and he pined after her for many years. She evidently pined less and soon got married to a Mr. Beit-Halachmi.

      In the ensuing ten years David so devoted himself to his mission in life that he became antisocial, grimly determined, humorless, overworked, underfed, and often ill. There is no evidence of friends of either sex in his life other than Ben-Zvi. Thus by 1917 he had evidently had enough of his loneliness and his hermit lifestyle and when a youngish lady crossed his path, introduced to him at a Zionist gathering, he went for it. One author describes Paula as having “sad brown eyes behind pince-nez glasses which seemed to contradict her cheerful smile, and her strong jawline and straight dark hair drawn tightly into a knot at the nape of her neck suggested a severity, in curious contrast to her pleasant open manner. She had a rounded body and neatly curved thighs.”9

      Paula came from the same area of Russia as he did, and had lived in America for ten years where she worked as a nurse. She had never heard of Zionism, and really didn’t understand his mission. What she did understand was that she had fallen deeply in love with him. Physically he was not particularly attractive, but she always knew that one day he would be a great man.

      Eventually after going out together for a year, during which time according to Teveth he lost his virginity, David found he was able to reciprocate her feelings, and on one cold morning on December 7 they took time off from work and went to the marriage registration bureau in New York City Hall 24where, with a $2 registration fee and the help of two witnesses whom they found in the street, they got married. They then went back to work. Nobody talked about a honeymoon. David wrote in his diary: “Today, I got married.”

      Very soon after the city hall event Paula became pregnant. Prior to the wedding David had laid his cards on the table. He told Paula that in a few months’ time he would be joining the Jewish Legion and would be on his way to Palestine and that she would follow soon after. She had no idea what Palestine was, and he pulled no punches when he described it as: “A small impoverished country without electricity, gas or motorised transport.”

      What they had not taken into account was that on the day that he announced his impending departure she would be four months pregnant, and that she would have to have the baby alone with the help of her sister. She was obviously quite scared at the prospect, but could not claim that she had not been warned or had not agreed. On May 28 B-G swore a loyal oath to the King of England and set off for the training camp of the 39th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers in Canada; Ben-Zvi was already there.

      Serving with his fellow legionnaires in the British army was a completely new experience for David, and for the first time in his life he discovered his leadership qualities. So much so that the men elected him chairman of the group, and started to come to him with their problems. When his superior officers began to take notice, it was decided to promote him to acting lance corporal, despite his protestations, and later on received a further promotion to full corporal. Ben-Zvi was only a lance corporal. The two Bens joined up in New York in April and the battalion arrived in Alexandria in September—nearly home.

      Despite his obsessive dedication to the Zionism mission which put everything else in the shade, B-G felt a great mixture of love and conscience at having walked out on his new bride and mother-to-be. Some of this was assuaged by a flood of loving correspondence between the two of them. Paula tended to bemoan her lot, but also always said how much she missed and loved him. David wrote wonderful romantic letters, which he hoped would be some compensation. A typical letter from him read:

      I know what a price you are paying with your youthful happiness, for the sake of my ideal. The price is high . . . but this is the cruelty of deep love. On the other hand, if I had stayed with you now, I would not be worthy of the child you bear me, and all our life together would be ordinary, petty, and pointless. This is not the kind of life I want to live with you. . . . Keep well, be strong in body and spirit, for a great future, bright with light and happiness is in store for you.10

      Ben-Gurion’s joy at being back, a mere stone’s throw from Palestine, was clouded by a severe bout of dysentery which resulted in him being 25hospitalized for a month. It is interesting to note that after almost every major change of location—Palestine 1906, Istanbul 1911, New York 1914, Alexandria 1918—B-G was seriously ill. Presumably the eventual arrival of his wife, the nurse, would put an end to this series. In fact it turned out that she was happy to devote the whole of the rest of her life to looking after him. She never stopped loving him, and never stopped believing in his greatness.

      There were two very positive results that happened during his hospitalization. The first happened on September 11, when he received Paula’s letter telling him that he had become the father of a daughter, Geula.

      The second event had a direct bearing on his future political career. Having plenty of time to read in the hospital, one of the articles he read in an agricultural union magazine, Ba’Avodah (At Work) was written by Berl Katznelson who was to become friend number two. Berl was also a legionnaire, having volunteered to serve with a Palestinian group that joined the battalion in Egypt. From the article, B-G understood that their views about the future of Palestine, as a result of the Balfour Declaration, were almost identical. Both men wanted a strong unified Yishuv, which would be run by the Palestine workers and not by the ZO, and both of them insisted that Hebrew must be the spoken language.

      Ben-Gurion was very excited to have found this kindred spirit, especially so as Berl’s unit was in the next camp down the road from where he was. Thus when he had recovered his health he arranged a meeting in Berl’s tent. The two men hit it off immediately, and began to discuss ideas as to how the combined socialist groups could form a unified block to run the country. As B-G had discovered on day one of his arrival in Palestine in 1906, the two political parties, PZ and Hapoel, had divided up the Yishuv between them, and in spite of efforts made by him and others over the years, they refused his offer of marriage! There were always reasons why the Hapoel leaders, Sprinzak and Aharonovich, refused to tie the knot.

      Now that the future of Palestine looked very different in 1918, B-G and Berl were hell-bent on forming a serious socialist block. They once again tried to make Hapoel Ha’Tzair an offer that its leaders couldn’t refuse. Whereas B-G and Berl saw eye to eye on the main issues, there were others on which they did not totally agree. Berl, for instance, was against party politics and would not be a member of either of the two Yishuv parties. He himself belonged to an association of agricultural workers. In addition he could not accept the Marxist overtones that were part of the PZ ethos and urged David to cut down on the Marxist doctrines that he had been willing to accept when he first joined the party in Poland.

      One potentially sensitive issue that arose at this moment concerned Ben-Zvi (B-Z). While B-G and B-Z had been inseparable over the previous decade, David realized that Ben-Zvi did not have the political “push” that was 26going to be needed to change the country along the lines that he had in mind. Ben-Zvi was still nominally the head of the PZ in Palestine, although not much more than a figurehead, and he remained in that position for a while. They would continue to be friends for many years, during which time B-G became the first prime minister of Israel and Ben-Zvi became the country’s second president. However now it was B-G and Berl who would be acting together. Although Ben-Gurion did not tell Ben-Zvi of this decision in so many words, B-Z was clever enough to understand what was needed for the good of the movement and did not express any resentment.

      During the first few months when the battalion was stationed in the Egyptian desert, both B-G and Berl were desperately anxious to get to Palestine as often as possible, as they felt they had to start meeting people and making political contacts. As they were still technically serving soldiers it was not that easy to get out of camp and make the short journey to Palestine. Sometimes they did it with permission and sometimes without (AWOL—absent without leave). Often David overstayed the leave he had been granted and often he was punished. However in his mind he had joined the army solely for the purpose of getting back to Palestine, and didn’t really didn’t believe that he owed it any loyalty.

      On the other hand getting to Palestine, meeting with important people, and starting his new political life were enormously important and fantastically urgent for him. At this moment it might be of interest to learn how David lost his two stripes.

      In April 1918, fresh from his Balfour Declaration triumph, Chaim Weizmann obtained permission from the British foreign office (FO) to bring a small group of Jews to Palestine in order to liaise with the British authorities in situ on behalf of the Yishuv and to start on the road toward the promised Jewish homeland. The group, the Zionist Commission, made strenuous efforts to provide much-needed social services to the community recovering from the war, and also attempted to build relations with the Palestine Arab population. Weizmann himself was in the country for the first five months, and thereafter visited from time to time.

      On one occasion when Weizmann was in the country, David heard about the visit and decided that he must meet with and talk to him. On his return the Jewish commander of the battalion, Colonel Lazar Margolin sent for him. Ben-Gurion knew how serious his action was, and expected to be sent to jail. The report of the meeting between the two men is as follows:

      Corporal Ben-Gurion stood before Colonel Margolin silent and sulky. His uniform was baggy, his brass buttons unshined, and his face unshaven.

      Margolin only asked him one question: “Where were you?”

      Ben-Gurion remained silent.

      27Margolin had a lot of respect for Ben-Gurion’s intellect and ideals, and had no intention of being too harsh with him.

      He leaned back in his chair and calmly said, “Look at yourself . . . you haven’t shaved for several days . . . your shoes are dirty . . . your buttons are not polished. I would not have minded if you were brought before me for murder or robbery, but not for being absent for three days. Why did you not ask for a pass?”

      Ben-Gurion kept silent. He feared to tell his Colonel that he was gone in order to have a conference with Chaim Weizmann.

      The Colonel stared and frowned. With a gesture of despair he pronounced judgement: “Thirty days confinement to barracks, and you are no longer a corporal.”11

      In November 1918 the battalion was finally transferred to Palestine, and so it was easier to get out of camp. Ben-Gurion and Berl were fully occupied in setting up a unified socialist workers organization. They had managed to build a successful partnership. Berl was the intellectual, the theoretician, and the planner who did not seek the limelight, whereas David was the energetic “doer,” full of wild ideas and unafraid of confrontation with anyone who opposed him. Berl had a great deal of admiration for B-G’s strength and self-confidence, and especially for the courage he was about to demonstrate because, in order to create a new body, David intended to disband the Palestine PZ, whether its members liked it or not.

      In fact most of the members were excited about the new unified body that was about to be created, and for its sake were willing to allow the PZ to disappear. The Hapoel executive however still refused to join. Thus in March 1919 the new organization appeared under the name Achdut ha’Avodah (United Labor or Unity of Labor), made up of ex-PZ members, members of Berl’s Agricultural Workers’ Union, and members of other smaller socialist groups. Ben-Gurion was elected chairman with Berl as his number two. In a little over six months since his return from America, B-G had founded and headed a substantial socialist body in the Yishuv. It was the start of his great, long political career.

      The remaining two-thirds of the Ben-Gurion family finally arrived on November 15, 1919.
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