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        INTRODUCTION

      
      Three years ago, I had no idea what to do with Romans. As a life-long Christian who likes the Bible, I had read Romans, but it felt theologically over my head. Romans was for serious scholars, so the thought of attempting to understand it—much less teach it—seemed presumptuous to me, a lay leader in my church. Even a year later, as a new seminary student, it still daunted me. Our cohort at Northern Seminary had a series of four Romans courses with Dr. Scot McKnight in our Master’s in New Testament degree plan. The syllabus surprised me: the first course covered the last chapters of the epistle! Dr. McKnight’s plan to teach us the end of the book at the beginning of our classes seemed unconventional to me, but I had learned to trust him as a teacher. “You need to know the context of Romans to interpret it rightly,” he told us, “and the context is in chapters twelve to sixteen.”

      He was right. We started backwards, with Deacon Phoebe in Romans 16:1, performing the letter in the Roman house churches. We considered her targeting in turn the Weak and the Strong as she brought Paul’s peacemaking into their dinner table conflict. And suddenly Romans started to make sense. God intended to form a new covenant community in Rome, but the ethnic, cultural, and religious struggles between the Jewish and Gentile followers of Jesus were preventing that family kind of unity. Paul wrote for that context, and in light of that context, the letter became clear to me. It was about multiethnic inclusion in the family of God, not about individual salvation disembodied from the church.

      For my final paper in that first Romans class, I wrote a piece of biblical fiction, a short story about Phoebe caring for the church in her home, working on a letter with Paul and Timothy, arguing over the wording by lamplight, funding the production, carrying that letter to the Christians in Rome, and presenting it to them in their gatherings. As I worked with the cultural and historical information we learned in class, I envisioned an early church meal through Phoebe’s eyes: if people can’t even agree on what’s lawful to eat, how can they feast together in love? I have included that story in Appendix E of this study guide.

      Fast forward a year to our seminary cohort’s study trip in Paul’s footsteps. We traveled through Turkey and Greece on our way to Italy, visiting the sites of Paul’s churches. Dr. McKnight had asked me to bring my story about Phoebe to present during our trip, possibly even in Cenchreae, her home town. I had chosen my clothes for that day very carefully—my empire-waist blue dress and gold-leaf headband were almost normal enough to pass for street clothes but just weird enough to become a costume. After our stop at the Corinth Canal, our Greek tour guide didn’t want to sidetrack to Cenchreae. She had a schedule to keep, and the impressive archaeological site and museum at Corinth were more important than the nearly nonexistent ruins of the tiny seaside village of Cenchreae. Dr. McKnight saw my face droop when he told me I might have to read in Corinth instead, so he climbed on the bus and patiently talked the driver into diverting our path south to the Saronic Gulf.

      When the bus pulled over onto the dusty shoulder of the highway, my classmates and I poured out of the bus onto a small beach in a cove. To our left, thatched umbrellas dotted the sand, shading sunbathers. To our right, a leaning chain link fence half-heartedly divided the beach, standing between us and rows of rocks poking out of the azure Aegean.
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        The harbor of Cenchreae to the left of the ruins.

      
      We wandered around the fence to the water’s edge, and I lifted my long skirt to keep it dry as I clambered out onto the rocks. They were the outlines of the buildings that used to be waterfront property but were now almost buried under the waves.

      Balanced on the remains of a foundation, I raised my hands and lifted my voice to address my classmates gathered on the shore. “Welcome to my home! My name is Phoebe, and I am the deacon of the church here in Cenchreae.” And I read them the first half of my story. In a once-in-a-lifetime trip full of profound experiences, this was my highlight.
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        Becky Castle Miller teaches a tour group about Phoebe in the ruins of Cenchreae, Greece, where Paul likely wrote the letter to the Romans and from where Phoebe likely departed to carry it to Rome.

      
      As we walked back to the bus, our tour guide smiled and approached me. “That was wonderful! I have never seen this before with any group. Now I understand why we needed to come to Cenchreae.” Having seen the end result, she understood the whole.

      A few days later, my cohort flew to Rome, a much shorter and easier journey than Phoebe must have had. We strolled along the Forum and peered through cracks in the ruins of excavated homes, trying to imagine the early Christians sitting at dinner with Phoebe, anticipating the letter from Paul. As our tour bus careened through traffic heading outside the city walls to the catacombs, I finished telling Phoebe’s story. I tried to paint the scenes in the homes of Priscilla and Aquila, Junia and Andronicus, Tryphena and Tryphosa. What might Herodion have yelled at Phoebe-in-Paul’s-stead, offended when she got to chapter 3? At what point in chapter 14 did Urbanus turn red and steamy? What kind of attitude change did their active faith in the Messiah require of each one of them?

      Now having studied Romans backwards, starting from the context of lived theology then working back through the letter, I see it differently. It no longer fazes me—it fascinates me. It feels like a letter of pastoral advice from my brother Paul. His words for the multiethnic church in Rome are timely for my multiethnic church in the Netherlands. Our issues of conscience are different, but our lack of sibling welcome at times is the same. Understanding Romans in its context has helped me apply it to my own.

      Dr. McKnight decided that Reading Romans Backwards needed a study guide to help readers engage with the commentary and to help church leaders and Sunday school teachers present Romans to their students. In my current position on the pastoral staff at my church, I train small group leaders and curious Bible nerds. They have busy lives, and they don’t have much experience yet with biblical scholarship, so I’ve learned how to present serious academics at their level and in the short time they can devote to these side studies. That’s what we hope to do with this study guide.

      We hope this will bring Romans to life in your context, that teaching Romans backwards will help many Christians learn to love and welcome their siblings in Christ, forging peace in the hearts of empires all over the world today.

    
  
    
      
        HOW TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE

      
      This study guide is designed to help teachers and students work through Reading Romans Backwards in an engaging, interactive way. This guide could be used in a small group, Bible study, Sunday school class, university or seminary class, or even a gathering of friends who want to study Romans together. Though it’s not specifically designed for individual study, it could certainly be used that way. I’ve included a range of learning activities, from simple to complex, so that there are options for all levels of students and various learning styles.

      The book is designed for the fifteen-week semester that many American colleges and universities use. Many churches also run small groups, Bible studies, and Sunday school classes in fall and spring sessions that last about fifteen weeks each.

      Depending on how you schedule the Lesson Zero introductory material and the Lesson Fifteen exam and conclusion material, your class could run between fourteen and sixteen weeks.

      For those who run on shorter trimesters or prefer to move through the book more quickly, I’ve included a plan for covering the material in eight weeks in Appendix A.

      For those using Reading Romans Backwards at the university or seminary level as part of a larger course, I’ve included in Appendix D a list of other books on Romans. You could assign several of these or pull additional readings from them. I focused on books that are readable for non-academics and are not too expensive. Several of these are books that McKnight has used in his series of courses on Romans at Northern Seminary, in which he has, in fact, taught Romans backwards.

      
        BEFORE CLASS

        Assign to students the “before class” items. These are listed with checkboxes under each lesson. Before classes, students should complete the selected readings from Reading Romans Backwards, the relevant Bible readings, and the Personal Study Questions. Students should come to class each week with these assignments completed in order to be prepared for the Group Discussion Questions and Group Learning Activities.

      
      
        DURING CLASS

        As an instructor, you may want to begin the classroom time by saying what McKnight calls “the Jesus Creed” together with your students. This is something McKnight does at the opening of every seminary class period he teaches in order to focus the learning on the ultimate goal: that through studying the Bible, student and teacher alike would come to love God and love their neighbors. (See Scot McKnight’s book The Jesus Creed for more information.)

        
          Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. (Taken from Matthew 22:37-40 and Mark 12:30-31)

        

        Depending on your knowledge, experience, and the length of your class period together, you could write lectures that expound on the topics covered in the lessons. The websites listed in each lesson could help with these.

        Consider beginning with a review of the week’s readings so students can discuss their impressions and ideas in a free-flowing way. The Main Takeaway and Chapter Summary sections could help guide your review.

        Choose from the Group Discussion Questions and Group Learning Activities to structure the classroom time. Read through these ahead of the class time to check whether you need to prepare or bring any supplies. Many of these are activities McKnight has done in his seminary classes or I have done with my international church.

        You can use the Quiz Questions for weekly quizzes, compile them together for midterm or final exams, or use them as a basis for a weekly review. The answers are in Appendix B. Appendix C has suggested essay topics in case you want to assign papers during the course.

        Instructors may want to end the class time by praying the Lord’s Prayer together with the students, which is how McKnight ends his classes. The repetition of the opening and closing Scripture recitations forms a liturgy that helps shape students over time into focusing on Jesus’s prayers, teachings, and priorities.

      
      
        AFTER CLASS

        Remind students to do the follow-up Bible study homework for additional biblical learning. Assign the following week’s readings and questions.

      
    
  
    
      
        PRE-READING QUESTIONS

      
      
        1. What do you know about the book of Romans?

        2. What experiences, if any, have you had in reading Romans (forward) in the past?

        3. Off the top of your head, what do you think the book of Romans is about?

        4. What do you hope to gain from this study?

      

    
  
    
      
        LESSON ZERO

        THE FIRST CLASS

      
      
        BEFORE CLASS

        
          	☐ No pre-work required

        

        This first class is optional. You could begin your first session together with Lesson One—however, if you do that, you’ll need to assign the reading for that lesson to be finished before the first class. Some students will find it easier to move into the material more slowly by beginning with this introductory class.

        If you do an introductory class session, here are some suggestions.

      
      
        GROUP LEARNING ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS

        Get to know each other. Introduce yourselves and share your story and the interest that brought you to this class.

        Discuss the pre-reading questions.

        Watch together a one-hour webinar by Scot McKnight on reading Romans backwards. In the first 30 minutes (starting at about 4 minutes into the video and ending at about the 34-minute mark), McKnight gives a brief overview of the interpretive history of Romans, why he teaches Romans backwards, and how he interprets each main section (12–16, 9–11, 1–4, and 5–8). This is a good overview that could help prepare the students to read the book with the big picture in mind. It can also be helpful for people to hear and see an author on video before they read, so that they can better “hear” the words of the book in the author’s voice. That video is here: http://​bit.ly/​WebinarRRB.

        Take time in class to turn to Appendix E and each silently read the story “Our Sister Phoebe” to get an overview of the course content in the format of an imaginative narrative. Discuss the story together. Alternately, you could assign students to read the story on their own before or after this first class session.

        Explain the format of the study guide and the plan for the class. Pass out a syllabus or course calendar if you make one. Assign the reading and personal study questions for the following week.

      
    
  
    
      
        LESSON ONE

        PREFACE, INTRODUCTION, CHAPTER 1

      
      
        BEFORE CLASS

        
          	☐ Read the Table of Contents

          	☐ Read the Preface (3 pages)

          	☐ Read the Introduction (3 pages)

          	☐ Read Romans 16:1-16

          	☐ Read Chapter 1 (3 pages)

          	☐ Answer the Personal Study Questions

        

      
      
        MAIN TAKEAWAY

        Romans is a letter written to the small group of Jesus-followers in Rome, their number made up of Jews and Gentiles, poor and rich, slaves and free, women and men.

        The context for all the theology in the early parts of the letter is given at the end of the letter, so we read Romans backwards to situate the theology better in its multiethnic Roman house church context.

        Power and Privilege were at play in the Roman culture, causing tension between the Strong and the Weak in the churches. Paul wanted the followers of Jesus in Rome to turn from the dominant cultural forces and instead embrace Peace and each other.

      
      
        TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

        
          Introduction

          
            Privilege In general, Privilege is the collection of benefits a culture gives a person or people group that helps them succeed more easily. Privilege isn’t earned; it is simply possessed, and it comes from a person’s innate attributes and the value the culture places on those attributes. Cultural power is usually given to the privileged. For the Strong in Romans, their Privilege is their status as the majority, as Romans and as non-Jews. For the Weak, their Privilege is their consciousness of being God’s elect and their sense of moral superiority for keeping the Torah.

            Power Power is the strength held by those at the top of a hierarchy and is wielded over and against the people further down the hierarchy. Power gives access to instruments of coercion. Power itself is neutral but leans toward being misused to abuse the ones without power.

            Peace For Christians, Peace is created in Christ. It is a countercultural steadiness that opposes the ethnocentrism of Roman elites and their Privilege. It is the unity in relationships between people who are different, and that unity comes through the Spirit, not through human force. In Romans, the Peace needs to come into the relationships between the Weak and the Strong. Peace tempers Power in the direction of goodness and Christlikeness.

            Pax Romana Latin for “Roman Peace.” It refers to a stable period in the Roman Empire between approximately 27 BCE and 180 CE. During the Pax Romana, life was good for those with Privilege and Power but not so good for those without status. Paul’s idea of Peace, in contrast, is good news for everyone.

            Via vitae Latin for “way of life.” Here it is used to talk about a way to live out theology in the life of the church body.

          

        
        
          Chapter 1

          
            Cursus honorum Latin for “course of honor” or “path toward honor.” Here it is used to explain the cultural norm in Roman society to advance, on the basis of one’s social status and Privilege, in pursuing public honor, glory, and fame.

          

        
      
      
        CHAPTER SUMMARIES

        
          Preface

          
            	• We can understand chapters 1 through 11 of Romans better by looking first at chapters 12 through 16. This is what McKnight calls “reading Romans backwards: first, Romans 12–16, then 9–11, then 1–8” (ix).

            	• Many approaches to interpreting Romans see it as a theological treatise rather than a contextualized letter to house churches in Rome.


OEBPS/images/bup-1845books-logo.jpg
1845800Ks





OEBPS/images/bup-castlemiller-cover.jpeg
Teaching Romans
Backwards





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

    
      Contents


      
        		
          Cover
        



        		
          Title Page
        



        		
          Copyright Page
        



        		
          Dedication
        



        		
          Contents
        



        		
          Introduction
        



        		
          How to Use This Study Guide
        



        		
          Pre-Reading Questions
        



        		
          Lesson Zero: Welcome to Romans
        



        		
          Lesson One: Preface, Introduction, and Chapter 1
        



        		
          Lesson Two: Chapter 2
        



        		
          Lesson Three: Chapter 3, Chapter 4
        



        		
          Lesson Four: Chapter 5, Chapter 6, Chapter 7A
        



        		
          Lesson Five: Chapter 7B, Chapter 8
        



        		
          Lesson Six: Chapter 9, Chapter 10
        



        		
          Lesson Seven: Chapter 11
        



        		
          Lesson Eight: Chapter 12
        



        		
          Lesson Nine: Chapter 13, Chapter 14
        



        		
          Lesson Ten: Chapter 15, Chapter 16
        



        		
          Lesson Eleven: Chapter 17, Chapter 18
        



        		
          Lesson Twelve: Chapter 19
        



        		
          Lesson Thirteen: Chapter 20
        



        		
          Lesson Fourteen: Chapter 21 and Conclusion
        



        		
          Lesson Fifteen: Exam and Romans Performance
        



        		
          Acknowledgments
        



        		
          Appendix A: Content Plan for 8 Weeks of Classes
        



        		
          Appendix B: Quiz Answers
        



        		
          Appendix C: Essay Topics
        



        		
          Appendix D: Further Reading
        



        		
          Appendix E: “Our Sister Phoebe”
        


      


    
    
    
      Guide


      
        
          
          		
            Cover
          


        
          
          		
            Title Page
          


        
          
          		
            Copyright Page
          


        
          
          		
            CONTENTS
          


        
      


    
    
    
    
      
        
        		
          i
        


        
        		
          ii
        


        
        		
          iii
        


        
        		
          iv
        


        
        		
          v
        


        
        		
          vi
        


        
        		
          vii
        


        
        		
          viii
        


        
        		
          ix
        


        
        		
          x
        


        
        		
          xi
        


        
        		
          xii
        


        
        		
          xiii
        


        
        		
          xiv
        


        
        		
          1
        


        
        		
          2
        


        
        		
          3
        


        
        		
          4
        


        
        		
          5
        


        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      


    
    
  

OEBPS/images/bup-castlemiller-fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/bup-castlemiller-fig02.jpg








