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One day, Miss Winkle asked, “Who would like to have a class pet?”

“I would!” yelled everyone.

“I want a pony,” said Katie. “We could ride him at recess!”


[image: Images]


“A pony is too big,” said Miss Winkle. “We need a pet that fits in our room.”

“How about a rabbit?” asked JoJo.

“Or a mouse,” said Pedro.

“I’ll think about it,” said Miss Winkle.
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A few days later, Miss Winkle came in with a cage.

“Our class pet is inside,” she said. “Can you guess what it is?”

“A bunch of ants?” asked Pedro.

“A skunk?” joked Barry.
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“Surprise!” said Miss Winkle. “It’s a guinea pig.”

“He’s so cute,” said JoJo.

“Let’s name him Binky,” said Katie. “The name is cute and little, like him.”
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“Binky! Binky! Binky!” everyone shouted.

“Binky it is!” said Miss Winkle.
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Binky let everyone hold him. He made happy, squeaky noises.
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He liked being at school. He loved music time best. He always squeaked along.
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Every Friday, Miss Winkle took Binky home for the weekend. But one Friday, she said, “I’m going away this weekend. I need someone to take Binky home.”
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“Me! Me! Me!” yelled everyone.

Miss Winkle pulled a name from a hat. Katie Woo won!
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“Binky, I’ll take good care of you,” she promised.
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Katie put Binky’s cage in her room. She fed him guinea-pig pellets and grapes and cucumbers.

Then she and Binky played games.
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“Keep the doors and windows closed,” said Katie’s dad.
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