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INTRODUCTION

Mary Roberts Rinehart (1876–1958) was an American writer, often called the American Agatha Christie, although her first mystery novel was published 12 years before Christie's first novel in 1920.

Rinehart is considered the source of the phrase "The butler did it" from her novel The Door (1930), although the novel does not use the exact phrase. Rinehart is also considered to have invented the “Had-I-but-Known” school of mystery writing.

Before she sold her first novel, though, she did her journeyman work in short story form. Some of her earliest tales were mysteries; others were mainstream. She didn’t find her true calling in the mystery field until the publication of her first novel, The Circular Staircase, in 1908.

She published dozens of stories in leading fiction magazines over the years, including The Argosy, Munsey’s Magazine, The All-Story Magazine, The Saturday Evening Post, and many others. But her earliest work—less polished, less predictable, full of surprises—shows the burgeoning talent that would make her one of the earliest superstars of the mystery field.

—Karl Wurf

Rockville, Maryland


CHAPTER I

It was a very melancholy day. The rain had left little gravelly puddles along the driveway, and Bertram’s most promising firecrackers expired in a damp and dejected hiss. Here and there an unwary angle-worm had come up to drink and stayed to drown. Bertram had gone out with an umbrella and succeeded in rescuing some of them, when mademoiselle, hiding in the library from the aggressive patriotism of the neighborhood, had come out and foiled his humane designs.

Bertram was sulky. It didn’t rain like this at Beach Head, he thought savagely, sticking the blistered fingers of one hand into the pocket of his small white bloomers.
OEBPS/CoverDesign.jpg
MARY ROBERTS
RINEHART

OUNRANTINE





OEBPS/navtoc.xhtml


    

    Table of Contents





    

    		

        Table of Contents

    



    		

        THE BROKEN QUARANTINE

    



    		

        COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

    



    		

        INTRODUCTION

    



    		

        CHAPTER I

    



    

    



    

    

    Guide



    

    		

        Table of Contents

    



    



    



