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STOLTZFUSS’ REVENGE

Isaac Stoltzfuss had seen many changes and put up with much since his boyhood on the Stoltzfuss family farm, which lies roughly a dozen miles to the east of the prosperous city of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Being a good Amishman, he had managed to avoid many of the perils of mid-Twentieth Century life, including electricity and the internal combustion engine.

He had endured stoically the indignities of the tourist invasion of the Pennsylvania Dutch country which mounted from a trickle to a torrent in the years following World War II; had seen himself and his coreligionists reduced to quaint, cast-iron figurines, and their dialect mocked in untold tons of quaint, cast-iron trivets that said, “Bump. It don’t bell,” and “We grow too soon old und too late schmart.” He, his beard, his horse and his buggy and his wife and his family had suffered through ten thousand surreptitious snapshots, most of them in front of the bank at Intercourse, Pa.

But the Russian satellite, as described in the pages of the Lancaster New Era, was just too much.

According to the New Era’s story,
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