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Canadian Prime Ministers since Confederation









	Rt. Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald
	(C)
	July 1867–Nov. 1873
	



	Hon. Alexander Mackenzie
	(L)
	Nov. 1873–Oct. 1878
	



	Rt. Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald
	(C)
	Oct. 1878–June 1891
	



	Hon. Sir John J. C. Abbott
	(C)
	June 1891–Nov. 1892
	



	Rt. Hon. Sir John S. D. Thompson
	(C)
	Dec. 1892–Dec. 1894
	



	Rt. Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell
	(C)
	Dec. 1894–Apr. 1896
	



	Rt. Hon. Sir Charles Tupper
	(C)
	May 1896–July 1896
	



	Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
	(L)
	July 1896–Oct. 1911
	



	Rt. Hon. Sir Robert L. Borden
	(C)
	Oct. 1911–Oct. 1917
	



	Rt. Hon. Sir Robert L. Borden
	(U)
	Oct. 1917–July 1920
	



	Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen
	(U–L & C)
	July 1920–Dec. 1921
	



	Rt. Hon. Wm. Lyon Mackenzie King
	(L)
	Dec. 1921–June 1926
	



	Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen
	(C)
	June 1926–Sept. 1926
	



	Rt. Hon. Wm. Lyon Mackenzie King
	(L)
	Sept. 1926–Aug. 1930
	



	Rt. Hon. Robert B. Bennett
	(C)
	Aug. 1930–Oct. 1935
	



	Rt. Hon. Wm. Lyon Mackenzie King
	(L)
	Oct. 1935–Nov. 1948
	



	Rt. Hon. Louis Stephen St. Laurent
	(L)
	Nov. 1948–June 1957
	



	Rt. Hon. John G. Diefenbaker
	(C)
	June 1957–Apr. 1963
	



	Rt. Hon. Lester B. Pearson
	(L)
	Apr. 1963–Apr. 1968
	



	Rt. Hon. Pierre Elliott Trudeau
	(L)
	Apr. 1968–June 1979
	



	Rt. Hon. Charles Joseph Clark
	(C)
	June 1979–Mar. 1980
	



	Rt. Hon. Pierre Elliott Trudeau
	(L)
	Mar. 1980–June 1984
	



	Rt. Hon. John Napier Turner
	(L)
	June 1984–Sept. 1984
	(C) Conservative



	Rt. Hon. Martin Brian Mulroney
	(PC)
	Sept. 1984–June 1993
	(L) Liberal



	Rt. Hon. Kim Campbell
	(PC)
	June 1993–Nov. 1993
	(U) Unionist



	Rt. Hon. Jean Chrétien
	(L)
	Nov. 1993–Dec. 2003
	(PC) Progressive Conservative



	Rt. Hon. Paul Martin
	(L)
	Dec. 2003–Feb. 2006
	



	Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper
	(C)
	Feb. 2006–Nov. 2015
	



	Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau
	(L)
	Nov. 2015–present
	




Note: The number in parentheses immediately following their names reflects the ranking of the prime ministers in 2011 by Canadian experts in history, political science, international relations, economics and other relevant fields. Their criteria were: longevity in office, a broad vision of Canada, ability to shape their age, managing a political party, and impact on Canada’s international role, national unity and economy. The survey was conducted and published by Maclean’s. In its 2016 ranking the top four, in order, were King, Laurier, Macdonald, and Pierre Trudeau. Justin Trudeau ranked above Harper.




Canada

Canada Today

Against All Odds

It has often been said that Canada is a “geographic improbability” a huge, sparsely settled country whose diverse people have only two things in common: a map and a preference not to be absorbed by the United States. As poet Al Purdy put it, it is “an opposite nation talked into existence.” Because of Canadians’ enormous differences in language and cultural heritage, it is difficult to call its people a “nation.’’ Nor is it politically correct, in the opinion of journalist Andrew Coyne: “The very idea that we are a nation . . . has disappeared. The Parliament of Canada may be so bold as to recognize ‘the Québécois’ as a nation, but it would not dare to say the same of Canada. We are a superstructure, a federation, perhaps a country—but never a nation.” Indeed, many disagree with what Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said after the 2015 national election: “There is no core identity, no mainstream in Canada,’ [but] there are shared values—openness, respect, compassion, willingness to work hard, to be there for each other, to search for equality and justice.” He started that Canada was a “post national state.”

Whatever the case, Canadians have shaped a democratic, peaceful, and prosperous country seemingly against all odds. Canada was created in the middle of the nineteenth century from the remnants of the British empire in North America which managed to escape the United States’ momentous revolution in the 18th century and its exuberant “Manifest Destiny” in the 19th century which harbored dreams of the “Stars and Stripes” flying all over North America. Canada was a country born of patience and compromises, not of violent revolution whose unity has been preserved through the years by forbearance and concessions, not by civil war.

For residents of the United States (U.S.), Canada is no longer a region for expansion or merely for recreation. Rather, they see Canada as a vibrant sovereign, country with a British governmental system and characteristics that should be studied and understood. Canada is a neighbor, a very desirable neighbor at that. Former Prime Minister Brian Mulroney was right when he said not long after his 1984 election victory that “if I were the President of the United States, I’d wake up in the morning and probably look at the events around the world—Americans under attack here, U.S. Embassy attacked there, acts of terrorism and violence—I’d look at all that, and I’d look at Canada and say, ‘Thank God I have Canada for a neighbor. Now, what can I do for Canada today?’” Canada and the U.S. conduct the world’s largest bilateral trade agreement, are each other’s best trading partners and are each other’s most preferred country for foreign investments. Moreover, the two Nations are close allies in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the North American Aero-space Defense Command (NORAD).


Population: 37,985,458 in 2021

Capital City: Ottawa (Pop. 1,407,928 in 2021).

Other Principal Cities: Toronto (6.2 million in  2021),  Montreal  (4.2 million in 2021), Vancouver (2.6 million in 2021), Edmonton (1.4 in 2021), Calgary (1.5 million in 2021), Winnipeg (824,771 in 2021).

Climate: Varying climatic regions from moderate to bitterly cold Arctic, with generally mild summers in the southern areas and long, cold winters.

Neighboring Countries: Canada is bordered by the United States and shares maritime boarders with Russia, Greenland (an autonomous territory of Denmark) and the French Territory of the island St. Pierre and Miquelon. A portion of the United States is also within Canada due to a 1700’s error in mapping: the Minnesota Northwest Angle; this land is part of the Northern Lake of the Woods County of Minnesota but is in Canada.

Official Languages: English and French.

Other Tongues: A broad spectrum of languages spoken by immigrants from Europe and Asia with many primary languages and dialects being of First Nations and Inuit Peoples

Religion:


Distribution (number) of population in private households by religion, Canada, 2011







	Religion
	Number



	Total population in private  households

	32,852,320



	Buddhist

	366,830



	Christian

	22,102,745



	Anglican

	1,631,845



	Baptist

	635,840



	Catholic

	12,810,705



	Christian Orthodox

	550,690



	Lutheran

	478,185



	Pentecostal

	478,705



	Presbyterian

	472,385



	United Church

	2,007,610



	Other Christian

	3,036,780



	Hindu

	497,965



	Jewish

	329,495



	Muslim

	1,053,945



	Sikh

	454,965



	Traditional (Aboriginal) Spirituality

	64,935



	Other religions

	130,835



	No religious affiliation

	7,850,605




Note(s): Religion refers to the person’s self-identification as having a connection or affiliation with any religious denomination, group, body, sect, cult or other religiously defined community or system of belief. Religion is not limited to formal membership in a religious organization or group. Persons without a religious connection or affiliation can self-identify as atheist, agnostic or humanist, or can provide another applicable response.

Source(s): Statistics Canada, National Household Survey, 2011.



Chief Commercial Products: Canada is a highly industrialized nation producing a wide variety of sophisticated goods; it is also rich in natural resources. Canada’s leading exports are natural resources, especially crude petroleum and natural gas, metal ores, diamonds, wheat, lumber, paper and pulp along with automobiles and parts, machinery and equipment, and high technology products.

Major Trading Partners: Below is a list showcasing 15 of Canada’s top trading partners, countries that imported the most Canadian shipments by dollar value during 2018. Also shown is each import country’s percentage of total Canadian exports.

 

United States: US$337.8 billion (75.1% of total Canadian exports)

China: $21.3 billion (4.7%)

United Kingdom: $12.6 billion (2.8%)

Japan: $10 billion (2.2%)

Mexico: $6.3 billion (1.4%)

South Korea: $4.5 billion (1%)

Germany: $3.7 billion (0.8%)

Netherlands: $3.7 billion (0.8%)

India: $3.2 billion (0.7%)

Hong Kong: $3 billion (0.7%)

Belgium: $2.8 billion (0.6%)

France: $2.6 billion (0.6%)

Italy: $2.3 billion (0.5%)

Norway: $1.9 billion (0.4%)

Brazil: $1.7 billion (0.4%)

Over nine-tenths (92.8%) of Canadian exports in 2018 were delivered to the above 15 trade partners.
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Retrieved from: https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2019/04/23/canada-equality-coin-decriminalisation/

Currency: Canadian Dollar. Its nickname is the “loonie” or “loon” (“toonie” or “toon” for the two-dollar coin) because of the aquatic bird depicted on it. Notably, in 2019 the Canadian Mint issued a one-dollar Gay coin to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the changes to the national Criminal Code decriminalizing homosexual acts between consenting adults.

National Holiday: Canada Day (July 1). In Quebec the main holiday is June 24, the Fête Nationale, formerly called St-Jean Baptiste Day.

Head of State: Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain.

The Queen’s Representative: Her Excellency the Rt. Hon. Julie Payette, Governor General of Canada (since October 2, 2017).

Head of Government: The Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister (Leader of the Liberal Party), since November 2015.

National Flag: A stylized red maple leaf on a white square flanked by red bars one half the width of the square.



What other country but Canada would have harbored the six American diplomats for three months after the escaped from their Embassy in Teheran, Iran, on the fateful day in 1979 when scores of their colleagues were taken hostage and held captive for more than a year? At great risk to their own diplomatic personnel, the Canadians and their ambassador, Ken Taylor, worked with the Central Intelligence Agency to devise an escape plan, issued diplomatic passports to the Americans, closed their embassy in the Iranian capital, and escorted the nervous Americans through the checkpoints and controls onto an airplane bound for home.

The United States accurately conveyed the Nation’s gratitude for protecting its diplomats when its government ordered that a sign be posted on a giant billboard overlooking the border into Canada reading, “Thank you, Canada!” This daring rescue was partly fictionalized in the Ben Affleck film, Argo, which won the Oscar for best movie in 2012. Responding to charges that the film gave Canada and its ambassador too little credit for the escape, actor/director Affleck publicly stated that the “Canadians did absorb the risk.”

After the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, that claimed the lives of 24 Canadians as well as over 3,000 Americans and persons from other nations, hundreds of flights were diverted to Canada, including 224 over the Atlantic and 90 over the Pacific; 250 more flights had enough fuel to return to Europe). Communities housed and fed the stranded passengers, mostly Americans. Transport Minister David Collenette remembered: “I felt an immense pride in what Canada was doing to help our American friends. . . . No one complained or argued about financial compensation. Canadians were pulling together in a remarkable way. . . . No one held back. . . . Thank God we got it right.” The residents of Gander, Newfoundland, who extended their generosity to 6,700 travelers are commemorated in a successful Broadway musical, “Come from Away.”

More than 100,000 Canadians gathered on Parliament Hill in Ottawa to raise American and Canadian flags to honor the victims of 9/11, the largest gathering there ever known. The American embassy was deluged with flowers, and charter buses carried thousands to New York for a grand “Canada Loves New York” weekend in December 2001. Vancouver firefighters raised $535,000 for their fallen comrades and a fourth of them traveled to New York at their own expense to pay their respects at funerals.
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Corporal Doug Ford and Constable Diane Bérubé of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police

Only two weeks after the tragedy, more than 60 skilled tradesmen from Ontario and Alberta went to help rebuild the stricken city. New Yorkers on the sidewalks stopped to shake their hands with one businessman speaking for an entire nation when he told them: “This has been so hard for us all, but because of people like you, we’ll all get through it. You have no idea what this means to us. As your neighbor, I thank you.” Then Prime Minister Jean Chrétien received the “Statesman of the Year Award” in New York the following year. In 2013 the US gave to Appleton Peace Park in Newfoundland a piece of steel wreckage from the World Trade Center to recall Canadians’ help to stranded Americans on 9/11.

John F. Kennedy said about Canada: “Geography made us neighbors. History made us friends. And economics made us partners.” A quarter century later, President Ronald Reagan made no secret about his reasons for meeting with the Canadian prime minister in March 1985, a practice usually repeated twice a year: “No other country in the world is more important to the United States than Canada, and we are blessed to have such a nation on our northern border.” In both of his terms in office, Reagan’s first foreign trips were to Canada, as was President Barack Obama’s first foreign outing in February 2009.

The first non-citizen of the United States to fly into space with American astronauts was a Canadian, Marc Garneau, later the Liberal party spokesman in the House of Commons. Garneau worked at NASA the rest of the century, flying his third shuttle mission in 1999. Two other Canadians served in the space station: Julie Payette, who made a return visit in May 2009, and Chris Hadfield, who walked in space and commanded the International Space Station.

Canada is the only foreign country that is permitted to locate its embassy on Pennsylvania Avenue. Former Canadian Ambassador Derek Burney had this to say about the modern building, opened in 1989 and situated halfway between the White House and the Capitol: “It conveys the message that I want to convey: Canada counts.” Ottawa extended the same privilege to the United States by allowing it to open its new embassy in 1999 on the last vacant lot on Parliament Hill. The site is prominent on Sussex Drive, the ceremonial parade route between Parliament and the Prime Minister’s residence. When the U.S. embassy was opened in Ottawa, it was the first time a sitting president, Bill Clinton, left the U.S. to do so. Alas, the architecture of the bomb-resistant, four-story steel and concrete structure with 3-inch glass, situated near the National Gallery and Chateau Laurier Hotel, was not universally praised by aesthetically minded Canadians.
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The United States and Canada are different countries, but perhaps no two other nations in the world need to remind themselves so often of this fact. Canada has a population of 37.06 million as compared to that of the U.S., arguably the world’s sole superpower with a population (327.2 million) and economy ten times larger. However, the land mass of the US is 10% smaller than Canada’s. The relationship between the two countries is therefore lopsided and sometimes difficult for the smaller of the two. Former Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau once remarked that sharing a border with the US is like “sleeping with an elephant. No matter how friendly or even-tempered is the beast, if I may call it that, one is affected by every twitch and grunt!”
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Totem poles at Museum of Anthropology, University of British Columbia

Credit: Province of British Columbia

Nevertheless, Canada is that country with which the U.S. is most successful at settling differences; the frictions existing between the countries are always manageable. The most important reason for these good relations is the common-sense and good will they are inclined to show toward the other. In fact, Americans and Canadians have been well practiced at “splitting the difference” yet with the end of the North American Free Trade Agreement and ratification awaiting the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) some discord has occurred.

CULTURE

Canadians tend to focus on the differences between them and persons from the US even though, as Pierre Berton admitted, they are often “tongue-tied” when asked to define these distinctions. “We know we’re not the same but we can’t express it succinctly.” Americans are inclined to emphasize the similarities. Canadians do not appreciate it when their neighbors to the south view them as “just like us,” not considering Canada a foreign country. Still, there is, to be sure, an extraordinary degree of military and economic interdependence between the two countries.

According to a 2005 SES Research poll, Canadians and Americans still find their countries to be defined more by their similarities than by their differences. Asked which country in the world is most like Canada in terms of human rights, Canadians chose the U.S. more than any (43%), while 51% of Americans chose Canada. Two thirds of Canadians (67%) had a generally positive attitude toward the U.S. The sincere and constant references to Canada as the U.S.’ “partner” and “good neighbor” help erase in Americans’ minds the sharp line that usually appears between “us and them.” In fact, U.S. residents traveling in Canada see people who dress almost exactly as they do. Canadians wear baseball caps, jeans, jogging shoes, sweatshirts, and T-shirts with writing on them—basically the same things that are in style in the United States.

[image: ]
People from the U.S. also meets people who, by and large, speak English as they do except those 22% who speak French as a mother tongue and who therefore might speak English with a French accent. The English that Canadians speak much more closely resembles that spoken in the United States than in the United Kingdom. This is understandable in an age of radio and television, quick travel and strong trade ties. A few British usages do linger on in Canada, though. Most say “aluminium,” with the accent on the third syllable, “controversy” with the accent on the second syllable, and “schedule,” as if there were no “c” in the word. “Been” is pronounced like “bean,” and “again” like “a-gane.” A “lieutenant” is addressed as “leftenant.” Also, the “i” in the last syllable of words ending in “-ile” is likely to be pronounced distinctly, rather than to be swallowed, as most Americans do. “Out” and “house” are spoken more like “ute” or “whuse.”

[image: ]
Perhaps the most distinctive sign that a Canadian is speaking is the “eh?,” pronounced as a long “a,” which is frequently tacked onto the end of sentences. There is a rough French equivalent in Quebec: hein. In addition, writing in Canada is slightly different: not all Canadians have dropped the “u” when writing such words as “labour” or “colour.” “Centre,” “cheque,” “theatre” and “connexion” are not American spellings, and “defense” is still spelled with a “c,” as is the custom in Britain.

French-speakers, called “francophones” in Canada, in contrast to “Anglophones,” English-speakers, have opened the gates to let in hundreds of English words, such as le fun, dialer (“to dial”), la potate (“potato”), le smoked beef, le hamburger, les king pins, le brake drum, un party, or une shop. An example of this usage can be seen in an advertisement for an Atelier Mecanique-Machine Shop Crankshaft which once appeared in the yellow pages of the Montreal telephone book: Moteur nettoyé et testé. Moteur grindé all surfaces. Crankshaft nettoyé et testé with sonoflux process. Crankshaft grindé with micro finish.

The mixture of the two languages to form what is often derisively referred to as “Franglais” or “Frenglish” has perhaps reached its height among Acadians in New Brunswick. One francophone from Moncton provided Maclean’s with an example of the “chiac” dialect: J’ai drivé mon friend à l’airport, but la plane a také off à dix minutes de quatre. Too bad que j’avais pas findé ça out avant. The French spoken elsewhere in New Brunswick sounds little different from that in Poitou and Brittany, France, from whence their ancestors hailed. Yet, the pronunciation and slang of the French spoken on the streets of Quebec and Acadia are intriguingly different from Parisian French.

In recent years, there has been a tremendous improvement in the quality of French spoken in Quebec due to the provincial legislation on the use of French on Radio Canada; TV is also a good example of international French. Nevertheless, Candice Bergen’s French-language Sprint ads were taken off the air in 1995 because her French was “too Parisian.”

Americans also find that most Canadians know far more about the United States than Americans know about Canada. For instance, a 1995 Louis Harris poll revealed that a mere 1% of residents of the U.S. knew that Jean Chrétien was prime minister. Conversely, only 11% of American university students surveyed in 1989 knew which city Canada’s capital is; only 1% knew the name of the premier of Quebec, a province much larger than Texas, bordering three New England states, and the United States’ sixth-largest trading partner in the world.

Further the results of a 2011 survey published in Canada’s National Post revealed “that fewer than half of all Americans can name Canada’s capital and that close to two-thirds of our neighbours to the south admit they learned nothing about this country’s history in school.”

In another example of how little residents of the U.S. knew about their neighbor to the north, almost twenty years ago, entertainer Rick Mercer became famous by producing TV specials such as Talking to Americans that brought howls of laughter to Canadians. He asked people on the streets of America, including Congressmen and Harvard professors, ludicrous questions highlighting just how little they knew about their northern neighbor.

Canadians watch more American television than Canadian, and what Canadian news programs they watch bring incomparably more news about the United States than American newscasts bring about Canada, despite the penetration into the American broadcasting elite of such Canadians as ABC’s former anchorman Peter Jennings, Kevin Newman (formerly of ABC’s Nightline), and CBS’s Morley Safer. Controversial talk-show hostess Jenny Jones hails from Canada, as does Robert (AKA Robin) MacNeil of the earlier MacNeil-Lehrer Report. McNeil, who has had a summer home in his native Halifax, the setting of the first of his novels, Burden of Desire, confesses to “a sense of sentimental curiosity” about Canada, but admits: “The Canada I grew up in was white bread, dominated by Anglo-Scots and Quebec. Now Canada is a wondrously multi-coloured, multilingual country. It’s fascinating, but it’s not the Canada I grew up in.” This is why he became an American, as he described in Looking for my Country. Finding Myself in America.

Canadians often read such newsmagazines from the U.S. as Time, while few Americans have ever even held a Canadian magazine, such as Maclean’s, in their hands, let alone read one. Insofar as 88% of all residents in the U.S. live farther than 100 miles from the Canadian border and cannot see or hear Canadian programs by simply switching on their dial, Americans must make a more concerted effort to become informed about Canada, and few do.

The imbalance as to what U.S. residents know about Canada is slowly changing. Major American newsmagazines and newspapers carry much more news about Canada. In few American institutions offered Canadian studies courses; now, this is a popular field of study for undergraduates, especially those attending colleges and universities in proximity of the Canadian-U.S. border. Moreover, as of 2019, the Association for Canadian Studies in the United States (ACSUS) has more than 500 individual and institutional members from the United States, Canada, and other countries. The Toronto Star even complained: “Curse those Americans. They are taking away one of our great Canadian preoccupations. They are not ignoring us anymore.” In any case, visitors from the U.S. can still chat with Canadians about a wide variety of subjects ranging from the president’s difficulties with Congress and midwestern farmers’ financial problems to the World Series, Super Bowl, and Academy or Grammy Award nominations, forgetting in the process that he is talking to a foreigner.
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Nia Vardalos in My Big Fat Greek Wedding
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The popular culture on both sides of the border is strikingly similar. One hears rock, country-western and gospel music, in rock or traditional form. either blaring out from car radios or softly channeled into homes by radio. Hank Snow, Gordon Lightfoot, Neil Young, Anne Murray, Bryan Adams, Michelle Wright, Buffy Sainte-Marie, a native North American who wrote the Oscar-winning theme song for the film, “An Officer and a Gentleman,” Sarah McLachlan (who has starred both as rock singer and women’s rights advocate), rhythm and blues diva Deborah Cox, jazz pianist and singer Diana Krall from Nanaimo, British Columbia (BC), the rock groups Crash Test Dummies, Barenaked Ladies (a fun-loving male quintet), Drake, Bublé and Nickelback are all Canadians who have been popular on both sides of the border.

In 1997 Ottawa rocker, Alanis Morissette, who won the favorite album and female artist awards at the American Music Awards along with Justin Bieber are Canadian artists who have done well in the U.S. Ontario native, Shania Twain, was named best female country artist. Her “The Woman in Me” surpassed “Patsy Cline’s Greatest Hits” as the best-selling female country album ever. By 1999 she had become history’s top-selling country singer and was named the entertainer of the year at the 2000 Academy of Country Music Awards. Quebec superstar, Céline Dion, who is the top-selling singer of all time in France, won top album and best pop album at the Grammys in 1997. By 2007, she had sold 200 million records, and her Las Vegas show, “A New Day,” had grossed more than US$400 million during its four-year run. Because Morissette, Dion, and Twain each won two Grammy awards in 1999 and Joni Mitchell of Saskatchewan received the U.S. National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences lifetime achievement award in 2001, few persons disputed Maclean’s claim that “Canadian divas virtually rule the world of female pop.”

Canadians laugh at the same comedians, such as Dan Aykroyd, Bob and Doug McKenzie, Jim Carrey, and “Wayne’s World” star Mike Myers, all Canadians. One of the biggest box office hit in the history of screen comedy, Ghostbusters, was a product of Canadian filmmaker Ivan Reitman. His Montreal-born son, Jason Reitman, directed one of 2008’s hottest movies, Juno, which was filmed in Vancouver and starred two Canadians—Ellen Page and Michael Cera. Two years later, his football film, The Blind Side, was a blockbuster; its female lead, Sandra Bullock, won the best actress Oscar. Even Warner Brothers was founded by Canadians.

Quebec’s cinema is thriving, and Quebecers produce excellent French-language films which are of a different style than those viewed by Americans. An example is Maria Chapdelaine, based on Louis Hemon’s classic 1914 novel, a moving portrait of the restricted life led by Quebec women in the frontier.

While residents of the U.S. anglophone Canadians usually go to the same movies, Canadians watch more Hollywood films than films produced in Canada, and English Canadian filmmakers must search hard for audiences. In fact, only 2% of box office revenues are derived from Canadian films. Canadians have far less money to spend. Additionally, Canadian producers have trouble getting some of their films shown on Canadian screens because U.S. companies largely control distribution of movies in Canada. In order to stimulate the industry an annual Whistler Film Festival awards prizes for promising Canadian feature films.

Some films to which Americans flock are Canadian, often unbeknownst to Americans. Winnipeg’s Nia Vardalos took the cinema world by storm in 2002 with her award-winning film, My Big Fat Greek Wedding, which was filmed in Toronto and was the year’s fifth-highest grossing movie. Norman Jewison, one of the world’s most successful directors as a result of such blockbusters as Fiddler on the Roof and Moonstruck, much of which was filmed in Toronto, is Canadian. In 1999 Jewison, who received a special Academy Award for lifetime achievement, founded the Canadian Film Centre in north Toronto, an elite institution for ten highly selected filmmakers annually and the only film school in the world that produces its own features.

James Cameron, born in Kapuskasing, Ontario, and raised near Niagara Falls, studied physics at Fullerton College, specializes in gargantuan high-tech films of mass destruction, such as The Terminator, Judgment Day, Aliens, The Abyss, True Lies, and Titanic. In 2010, his three-dimensional Avatar broke all records for box office receipts to date. In the words of Fox’s president, Cameron “has taken Hollywood by the throat and they do what he says.”

The 1997 Academy Award for best film was given to The English Patient, based on the best-selling novel by Canadian author Michael Ondaatje. Assisted in his research by a grant from the Canada Council, in 1992 Ondaatje shared the Booker Prize, the world’s most prominent English-language literary award. His Anil’s Ghost won him both the Governor-General’s Award and the Prix Médicis, France’s highest prize for a foreign novel, in 2000. Later, in 2007 Ondaatje’s Divisadero won him his fifth Governor General’s Literary Award for English-language fiction, tying the record of the late Hugh MacLennan.

In 2004 Canadian director Denys Arcand made history when his film, The Barbarian Invasions, became the first Canadian movie to win an Oscar for best foreign-language film. In 2007 Indian-born Canadian director, Deepa Mahta, won a best foreign-language Oscar nomination for her extraordinarily successful Hindi-language film, Water. This was the first non-French-Canadian film to receive such an honor. In the same year, Mahta’s Partition opened, depicting the tragic carnage following the division of India in 1947.

Many American films and TV shows are filmed in Canada. With the average cost of film-making in the U.S. having soared to $76.9 million by 2000, and close to double that today, it is small wonder that producers are attracted to Canada with its generous provincial and federal tax breaks to foreign and domestic film companies and its film crews. To lure more American filmmakers back to Ontario in the wake of a rising value of the Canadian dollar, which has scared off some Hollywood productions, the province offered even greater tax inducements.

Toronto has become the third-largest film-producing center in North America after Los Angeles and New York City. Two of the 2006 Oscar nominations were filmed in the Canadian West: Brokeback Mountain near Calgary and Capote in Winnipeg, Manitoba. U.S. TV networks, including ABC and CBS, buy Canadian police serials like “Rookie Blue” and “Flashpoint” at the discount rate of $350,000 per episode, far cheaper than the typical license fee of well above $1 million an episode.

Vancouver and Montreal also attract more and more American moviemakers. British Columbia boasts of $1 billion annual revenues from film production, two-thirds of which comes from the U.S. This can also cause problems for Canadian filmmakers because high-cost American productions inflate the prices that Canadian film crews charge. However, the “runaway productions” are an unmistakable boon for Canadian film people. Yet, some union actors in the U.S. call Canada a scab country for aggressively courting American film, television and advertisement production with tax rebates and other incentives. Films of the past have featured Canadians such as Genevieve Bujold, Margot Kidder, Christopher Plummer, William Shatner, Raymond Massey, Michael J. Fox (the “all-American boy”), Keanu Reeves, and Donald Southerland.

Canadians and U.S. residents read much of the same literature, by such authors as Jack Kerouac, Will Durant, Saul Bellow, Arthur Hailey, Robertson Davies, Mordecai Richler, Brian Moore, Morley Callaghan and Alice Munro. All are Canadians. Both countries also sometimes forbid the same books. In 2005 Nova Scotia’s education department banned Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.
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Alice Munro, who hails from southern Ontario, is one of the greatest short-story writers of all time. With her stories focusing on Canadians and their peculiarities, Munro is praised for her exploration of large themes in small-town settings of Ontario. Having won her second Giller Prize for her collection of eight stories entitled Runaway, which appeared on the New York Times’ bestseller list as well as on Canada’s, in 2009 she became the first short-story writer to win the Man Booker international prize. The judges called Munro’s body of work “practically perfect.” In 2012, at age 81, Munro published her fourteenth volume, Dear Life and a year later she became the first Canada-based author to win the Nobel Prize in Literature, being cited as the “master of the contemporary short story.”

Other authors focus on their native Canada and are read and admired in both countries. Perhaps the best-known Canadian author is Lucy Maud Montgomery, whose precocious, pert, and lovable book about Anne of Green Gables has delighted children and adults from scores of nations since its publication in 2008.

Hugh MacLennan’s Two Solitudes is the classic study of the separate worlds in which the Québécois and anglophone Canadians live. In 2001 Alistair MacLeod became the first Canadian to win the world’s richest literary prize, the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, for his debut novel, No Great Mischief, a work later translated into 14 languages. Pierre Berton was perhaps Canada’s most prolific writer, producing best-selling books on the country’s history and people almost on an annual basis. When he died in 2004, writer June Callwood said of him: “It’s as if the biggest tree has fallen down.”

Margaret Atwood writes about the lives and challenges of modern women. In her view, “survival” is the “single unifying and informing symbol . . . which holds the country [Canada] together and helps the people in it for common ends.” Atwood also points to the search for identity: “Canadians are forever taking the national pulse like doctors at a sickbed; the aim is not to see whether the patient will live well but simply whether he will live at all. . .” Attwood’s ninth novel, Alias Grace, a murder mystery, was a global sensation in 1996, winner of the Giller Prize that was made into a TV miniseries. A televised adaptation of her novel, The Handmaid’s Tale, won the 2018 Golden Globe for best TV drama.

Many of Attwood’s books had been translated into other languages and in 2000 she became only the second Canadian to win Britain’s highly competitive Booker Prize for The Blind Assassin, an epic tale about a once-wealthy family in Ontario. Attwood’s sly, operatic and feminist retelling of The Odyssey from the perspective of the dutiful wife of Homer’s hero in her 2005 The Penelopiad: The Myth of Penelope and Odysseus, was an instant success. Her 2003 novel, Oryx and Crake, followed in 2009 by Year of the Flood, a story of a totalitarian dystopia, led in 2013 to the last book in a trilogy, MaddAddam.

By 2006 Attwood’s popularity was such that that she began using an electronic pen to activate a remote robotic arm that replicated her autograph for fans thousands of miles away. In 2016 Atwood moved to a different genre, co-authoring a superhero comic book series Angel Catbird, with illustrator Johnnie Christmas. The central character in these graphic novels, scientist Strig Feleedus, is victim of an accidental mutation that left him with the body parts and powers of both a cat and a bird.

In 2002 Saskatoon novelist Yann Martel beat out two other Canadians on the short list, Rohinton Mistry and the late Carol Shields, to win the Booker Prize with his novel, Life of Pi, a magical fable of a young man ship-wrecked with a Bengal tiger. In 2012 it was made into a movie and captured multiple Oscars, including best director. Clearly Canada’s book business is thriving.

Stephen Leacock was one of the most famous Canadians of his time and in his heyday from 1910 to 1925 was the world’s best-selling English-language humorist. His stories bring alive the early Ontario of his childhood. Rudy Wiebe’s writings, including The Temptations of Big Bear and The Scorched-Wood People, describe with great vision and understanding the lives of Indians, Métis and white settlers in the Canadian West. Northrop Frye, who hailed from Ontario and taught his entire career at the University of Toronto, is widely acclaimed as perhaps the greatest literary critic of our time. American-born Carol Shields, who moved to Canada in 1957 and died in 2003, won the 1995 Pulitzer Prize for her novel about sexual and family values, The Stone Diaries. In 2013 the Ontario-born and New Zealand-based Eleanor Catton was presented the ManBooker Prize for The Luminaries; at 28 she was the youngest writer ever to win this award.

Quebec also boasts authors of international renown. Anne Hebert, who died in 2000, became famous in 1970 through her great novel, Kamouraska, which was later made into a film in Quebec. Gabriele Roy wrote Quebec’s first urban, socially aware novel, Bonheur d’Occasion, known to anglophones as The Tin Flute, just after the Second World War. This novel, like Maria Chapdelaine, deals with survival and a young girl’s rejection of a glamorous lover who could have taken her out of the narrow French Canadian world in which she lived. Also, like Maria Chapdelaine, The Tin Flute was made into a movie in Quebec in 1983.

Roch Carrier has written perceptively and humorously about the gulf between the Québécois and anglophone Canadians. In La Guerre, Yes Sir he describes Quebecers’ negative attitudes about fighting in the two world wars. In a short story, “The Hockey Sweater,” the mother of a young boy in rural Quebec orders a Montreal Canadiens hockey shirt from a Montreal department store, which in error sends a Toronto Maple Leaf’s jersey instead. The boy is panic-stricken. But with no other hockey shirt to wear, he goes out to play with his friends, only to be shunned with the parish priest ordereding him from the ice. The boy is devastated and goes to the parish church and prays that moths will descend from heaven and consume the shirt so that his mother will buy him another. In an interview with Maclean’s, Carrier implied that the wall which once separated Quebec from anglophone Canada has become much more porous: “When my books were first translated, everybody felt it was a kind of treason, giving my books to the rest of the country. But today everybody wants to be on the other side of the frontier.”

Translation into English can today be indispensable for a French-language novel, as Gil Courtemanche discovered. His first novel, A Sunday at the Pool in Kigali, was a modest success in Quebec when it was published in French in 2000. But after Knopf Publishers had it translated into English in 2003, it quickly won him international fame and was translated into 13 more languages. How many more nuggets might there be in the Quebec literary scene?

If residents of the United States do not want to go to films, read books or listen to music, they can simply sit at home and immerse themselves in Americana by playing “Trivial Pursuit,” a game invented by two Canadians, Chris Haney and Scott Abbott. Or they can pick up a telephone, invented by Canadian Alexander Graham Bell in Canada before moving to the U.S. If they are hungry, they can go to McDonalds, founded by Canadians. One gradually begins to wonder whether what is sometimes called the “Americanization” of Canadian culture might, in some cases, be better called the “Canadianization” of American culture.

American films, television and radio broadcasting, reading material, music, slang and styles do continue to pour northward across the border because these are attractive to most Canadians. Canadians are usually the first to admit that American culture is produced primarily for domestic consumption and that no American can ever force it on Canadians. Nevertheless, Canadians worry about the massive influx of American customs and usages. It is therefore Canadian policy to encourage and to subsidize Canadian cultural products in order to avoid being engulfed by American culture and to make it possible for talented Canadians to work in Canada rather than seeking their fame and fortune in the United States. The government wishes to help offer the population an alternative.

As of 2017, less than 1% of the federal government’s budget was devoted to the arts, entertainment, sums lower than in most western European countries. These cuts come at a time of intense upheaval in many spheres of the arts. A communications minister in the federal cabinet disperses money through a variety of institutions which enjoy a high degree of autonomy from the federal government and which have become powerful lobbying groups when their freedom or budgets are trampled on as the National Film Board and Telefilm financially support Canadian cinema. Provincial governments also help finance the production of films, and their censorship can prevent “X-rated” movies from being shown in Canadian theaters.

The Canadian film industry had created an Academy Awards ceremony of its own called the “Genie Awards” that were given out between 1980 and 2012. In 2012, the Genie Awards combined with the Gemini Awards, the equivalent of the Emmy Award in the U.S., creating the Canadian Screen Awards. These new awards are conferred annually by the Academy of Canadian Cinema & Television to recognize excellence in Canadian film, English-language television, and digital media productions.

The National Arts Centre in Ottawa, which began operating in 1969, contains stages of various sizes entertaining audiences of all ages. The semi-independent Canada Council dispenses grants to a wide array of professional artists and organizations including writers, publishers, translators, musicians and composers, dancers, painters, sculptors, photographers and film makers. Government money was instrumental in building and maintaining the National Ballet Company in Toronto, le Theatre du Nouveau Monde and les Grands Ballets Canadiens in Montreal, the Canadian Opera Company, the Stratford Shakespearean Festival in Ontario, and more than 160 theater groups across the country. Cirque du Soleil, founded in 1984, and based in Montreal received initial funding from the government; the largest theatrical producer in the world, it offers shows on all six inhabited continents.
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Canadians, most of whom live along the U.S. border, listen freely to American radio and watch much American television. The most heavily cabled country in the world, Canadians are among the most generous donors to American public television stations along the U.S. border. The Canadian federal and provincial governments do nothing to prevent their citizens from tuning in to U.S. stations, but do go to great expense and effort to provide Canadian alternatives and to reinforce a sense of Canadian community by making it possible for Canadians everywhere in the country to learn about each other.

Canada’s first television stations, CBLT in Toronto and CBFT in Montreal, began operations in 1952, under the banner of the leadership of the government-created Canadian Broadcasting Corporation or CBC, called Radio Canada in Quebec. The CBC operates radio and television networks in French and English, as well as in many native languages, throughout the country. CBC sponsors a 24-hour all-news channel in English—Newsworld—while Radio Canada does the same in French through RDI. To strengthen its bottom line, CBC carries advertising on its TV networks and two it its four radio networks.

There are two rapidly proliferating, privately-operated networks: Canadian Television (CTV) in anglophone Canada and Reseau de Television (TVA) in francophone Canada. Since 1998 TVA, Quebec’s most popular French-language TV network must be included in the mandatory cable-TV selection across Canada. In 1997 CTV launched Canada’s first round-the-clock headline news service—CTV News 1. Demonstrating its reach, CTV outbid CBC for the 2010 and 2012 Olympic Games. There are many private radio stations and a proliferation of specialty channels on cable. A variety of Canadian channels beam into American homes through DirecTV, setting a trend to bring more Canadian programming to viewers in the U.S.

Public money enables the CBC to offer more elevated and experimental programming. However, the CBC is not freed from the constant battle over ratings as the country entered a 500-channel universe. The beleaguered service has tried to compete with private broadcasters by imitating their programming in some ways, but this has weakened the public’s willingness to continue to support it. It seems that only the lucrative Hockey Night in Canada keeps them alive; CBC and Radio-Canada face a continual identity crisis: do they offer a service or a product?

In order to ensure that Canadian networks, private or public, do not simply buy cheaper American programs, the Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commission establishes “Canadian Content” guidelines. “Canadian Content” is defined by means of a complicated formula involving whether the cast, singers, songwriters or production team are Canadian citizens. This applies even to pornography films. The exact quotas change according to the political winds. Radio stations must devote 30% of their airtime to Canadian music, even though only 13% of music purchased in record stores is Canadian. Further ownership of TV and radio stations, newspapers and magazines is restricted to Canadians or Canadian companies.

The government’s efforts notwithstanding, Canadian television programs claimed only a fraction of the audience share when compared with programming from the U.S. This has led many Canadians to wonder whether the nation has a national culture distinct from the culture of the U.S. While Canada does have a culture of its own, many find it difficult to preserve insofar as such a culturally magnetic country as the U.S. is so close. Of course, it is difficult for Canadian culture to remain distinct in light of the facts that about 80% of magazines on newsstands, more than 60% of books, 90% of recordings, 64% of TV programs, and 94% of films are foreign, overwhelmingly from the U.S.

In order to “have the means to communicate with our own people,” in the words of ex-Prime Minister Chrétien, Canada insists on exempting cultural industries from its two free-trade agreements with the U.S. Such Canadian governmental decisions as slapping an 80% excise tax on Sports Illustrated Canada and other “split-run” magazines (which have Canadian editions and advertising, but mostly American editorial content) and withdrawing Country Music Television’s broadcasting license and awarding it to a Canadian-owned country channel, are bound to antagonize Americans. In 1997 the U.S. sought and won a ruling from the World Trade Organization: Canadian punitive taxes on split-run magazines, as well as postal subsidies to Canadian magazines, violate international trade rules. The dispute was resolved in 1999.
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Canada’s next moves were to convene a summit meeting of 20 culture ministers (excluding Americans) to discuss international misgivings about the “onslaught” of U.S. films, TV and music. Then, in 1999. Parliament passed legislation prohibiting Canadians from advertising in split-run magazines; negotiations between Ottawa and Washington were commenced to head off a conflict, and the dispute was resolved. For the first time, the U.S. accepted the principle that countries can take steps to limit imports in order to protect the viability of local culture. The Canadians agreed to allow American publishers to produce special Canadian editions as long as less than 18% of its advertising pages are from Canadian advertisers aimed at Canadian readers. The Canadian government would provide annual operating subsidies to the Canadian magazine industry. In cultural terms, the border is not undefended. In 2005 Canada approved in UNESCO the first international treaty designed to protect music, movies and other cultural treasures from foreign competition; the U.S. found itself in a minority of two.

The American sports fan notices a few unfamiliar sports in Canada, such as curling, but most are strikingly similar. Ice hockey, reportedly invented at Kingston’s Tete du Pont Barracks on a Christmas day in 1855 by a group of bored soldiers, who tied blades to their boots and used field hockey sticks and an old lacrosse ball, is a Canadian export to the world. As of 2018, Canada leads the world with 3,000 indoor and 5,00 outdoor rinks, compared with 584 and 2665 in Russia, respectively, and 1,535 and 500 respectively in the United States.

The National Hockey League (NHL) is, in fact, international, with more professional teams in the U.S. than in Canada. Six Canadian teams faced serious financial difficulties and threatened to relocate in the U.S. The Winnipeg Jets left in 1995, and the Quebec Nordiques went to Denver a year later. In 2001, 80% of the fabled Montreal Canadiens, once known as Les Glorieux, and all of the Molson Centre where they play were bought by a Colorado businessman, George Gillett. The Canadiens remain in Montreal, and Gillett respects the Canadiens’ spirit, which he calls “truly a religion and a passion.” In 2003 the Ottawa Senators filed for bankruptcy protection, and fears were openly expressed that half the Canadian teams might not exist a year later.

Canada produced the first woman in the NHL, Mamon Rhéaume, backup goalie for the Nashville Knights. One had to admire a 122-lb Québécoise wearing size 5 skates and children’s-sized equipment who shared the ice with players almost twice her size. Along with other female stars, she helped inspire thousands of Canadian girls to take up ice hockey. In the 2002–03 season a record 61,000 females registered for teams across Canada, 7,000 more than the previous season and five times more than a decade earlier. In rural areas some former boys-only squads are filling their rosters with girls. The payoff came in the 2006 Olympic Games in Turin, where the Canadian women took gold; they repeated this feat in the 2010 Vancouver Games.

American teams are well-stocked with Canadian players; in fact, 45% (down from 96.7% in 1967) of the NHL players are Canadian. Priceless hockey property such as Wayne Gretzky, the “Great One” who retired in 1999 and later coached the Phoenix Coyotes, is known and admired almost as much in the United States as in Canada and helped make professional hockey so popular in the U.S. One mystery remains unexplained in this cross-border sport: most Canadian players (including Gretzky) shoot left-handed, while most Americans shoot right-handed.

The 2010 and 2014 Winter Olympics in Vancouver and Sochi brought Canada glorious victories over the Americans in both men’s and women’s hockey, a sport many Canadians think they own. After all, what other country in the world puts the sport on its currency? The five-dollar bill shows kids playing hockey on a pond with a quotation from Roch Carrier’s beloved short story, “The Hockey Sweater:: “The winters of my childhood were long, long seasons. We lived in three places—the school, the church and the skating rink—but our real life was on the skating rink.” Canadian writer Adam Gopnik asserted: “the way that you show yourself to be authentically Canadian is by engaging with hockey.” In what other country would a sitting prime minister write a detailed history of the sport, as Stephen Harper did: A Great Game: The Forgotten Leafs and the Rise of Professional Hockey.

Even Canadian troops in Afghanistan put down their weapons to view their teams’ triumphs. They were joined by 85% of Canadians at home who reportedly watched their men’s hockey team defeat the American players 3–2 in a sudden-death overtime thriller in the last event of the games. Sidney Crosby, captain of the NHL’s Pittsburgh Penguins and the youngest captain ever to lift the Stanley Cup in victory, fired the magic shot. This was Canada’s eighth Olympic men’s hockey gold medal since 1920, and it ignited an outburst of Canadian patriotism few people could have ever imagined in this divided country. There were red maple leaves all over, on flags, signs and clothing, and O Canada could be heard everywhere. Even many normally modest Canadians were taken aback by their own public outpouring of pride in their athletes, who in 2010 won the most gold medals any country had ever won in any Winter Olympic Games—fourteen—capturing medals in nine different sports.
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Canadian women take Olympic hockey gold in 2006 and again in 2010 and 2014. Source: Maclean’s
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The success of the national team was the result of a program to finance the Olympic athletes’ preparation to the tune of $117 million. The motto was controversial: “Own the Podium.” Some found this too arrogant, too boastful, yes, too American. But it worked. The Vancouver Games were a smashing success from beginning to end. Three billion persons watched the opening ceremonies, and 3.5 billion tuned in to the Games at some point during the 17 days to see what a winter sport superpower Canada had become.

Canadians’ winning ways continued at the Sochi Olympics in 2014, where they captured 24 medals, including 9 golds. The first gold and silver medals were won by two sisters from Quebec in mogul skiing: Justine and Chloé Dufour-Lapointe, with big sister Maxime finishing 12th. Only Russia, the U.S. and Norway earned more. Their men’s and women’s hockey teams captured gold at Sochi. The men became the first team to win back-to-back titles since 1980. The women won a barn burner against their American rivals 3-2.

A troubling aspect of professional hockey in Canada came to light in 1997. To claw their way into the NHL, many adolescent Canadian boys enter an intense and regimented system, which has deep roots in Canada. It culminates in 49 “major junior” teams divided into three leagues and lumped together under an umbrella organization called the Canadian Hockey League (CHL). Talented players as young as ten are drawn into the system and beginning at age 14 top prospects hire agents and are aggressively pursued by the top clubs. At age 16 or 17 players often move away from home and are billeted with families paid by the clubs. Attending unfamiliar high schools where they do not play on school teams, they become so dependent on their all-powerful coaches that they are easy prey for abuse, sexual and otherwise. The NCAA, to which only Simon Fraser among Canadian universities belongs, considers CHL teams to be professional, so its players are barred from college athletics on both sides of the border.

Fifty-two percent of NHL players come through the CHL system, and over the years it has produced more professional hockey players than any other organization in the world. Only 10% come from college or high school teams although 30% of NHL players went to college. But since only 6% of players coming out of major junior or college teams ever play in the NHL, more and more young players weigh their options between the CHL and intercollegiate hockey that results in a college education.

Players who do not survive the CHL are unable to continue playing on American or Canadian university teams. With this in mind, Dave Dupuis turned his back on the CHL and became the first Inuit to play NCAA hockey. His coach at Skidmore asked: “How many kids who go to a private liberal arts college can say they’ve hunted a wolf, a walrus, tracked a polar bear or set up a fishing net on a fall salmon run to help feed his community?” Unlike their American counterparts, Canadian universities do not offer athletic scholarships.

It is no wonder that enrollment in the CHL system is declining steeply. Even the number of young Canadian playing hockey is going down as more now play soccer than hockey. It is a problem that the high costs of maintaining ice rinks have caused a distressing number of them to close. One way to deal with this is the introduction at some rinks of artificial ice made with a plastic polymer. Nobody is happy with this alternative since it makes stopping and turning harder, and experts admit it is only “80% like a real ice surface.” One small aboriginal community in northern Alberta, Fort Chipewyan, opened the first such rink.

Although two-thirds of Canadians say that hockey is important for the country, according to a 1999 poll, 60% think the player development system needs change; 85% believe the sport needs to be overhauled. One player put it this way: “There’s too much emphasis on size and hitting, and not enough on finesse and skill.” A March 6, 2000, Maclean’s cover story was entitled “Blood Sport,” and the magazine reported in 2003 that a third of the 33,000 referees in minor-league hockey quits every year because of abuse from parents, players and coaches. Its message: “Relax, it’s just a game.”

One would not have known that in 2004 when the NHL’s Todd Bertuzzi brutally attacked Steve Moore from behind and broke his neck in an internationally televised game. Bertuzzi was banned for the rest of the season. Nevertheless, the NHL cannot bring itself to ban fighting even though a 2011 poll showed that 60% of Canadians favored banning it and another 9.5% were “torn” over the issue. Nor can it draft tougher rules on violence; regrettably, fighting seems to sell tickets. It is said only half in jest that the only time Canadians’ politeness ends is when they strap on skates. Rules are selectively enforced as frontier justice of revenge and retribution is encouraged, not just tolerated.

That “rink rage” is a continuing problem was demonstrated in 2006 when a father, who was furious that his son had been benched, choked the coach until the latter lost consciousness. Another dad slammed a referee’s head against a metal door, while a mother threw coffee in the face of a player who had cross-checked her son from behind. Forgiving judges gave them all light fines and temporary bans from rinks.

One observer noted: “Outside the rink, hockey adults can be the nicest people. It’s almost like they check their brains at the door.” In Vancouver fan rage got out of control after the Stanley Cup playoffs in June 2011. The defeat of the Vancouver Canucks ignited one of Canada’s worst experiences of rioting ever. Mobs went on a four-hour rampage through the heart of the city leaving much property damage and many terrified citizens in their wake.

On January 2, 2009, the inevitable happened: York University student Donald Sanderson was killed when his head slammed against the ice after his helmet came off during the fight. It takes a long time to change the rules in a sport that Canadians have long claimed teaches values like respect, discipline and grace under pressure. Polls in 2011 revealed that 30% still believed that fighting is an integral part” of the sport; 60% thought pro hockey had become more violent in the past five years, and four out of five (79%) believed the NHL had not done enough to protect its players from head injuries. But only a minority (41%) thought that hockey would be better off if fighting were banned. One exasperated Canadian said: “I can see a time when hockey will be like a Roman circus: no referees and lots of body bags.”

It remains to be seen if automatic ejections, escalating fines and suspensions, and prohibitions on removing helmets and gloves become a part of Canadian hockey. A small but welcome step was taken in 2010 to ban blindside hits to the head in order to curb the many concussions in the NHL. Also head injuries are no longer treated on the bench with mere smelling salts, but any player suspected of having a concussion will be removed from the game and evaluated by a doctor. Putting pressure on the NHL clubs to do more to protect its players are some powerful corporate sponsors, such as Air Canada, which threatened to end its sponsorship arrangements. Governor General David Johnston, a former two-time hockey All-American at Harvard, worries about a culture of violence: “we’re teaching our children things that are contrary to the Canadian character.”
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By 2015 violence on ice had declined by a third since 2000. The thirst for victory is increasingly trumping the desire to see blood. All feeder programs for the NHL are taking steps to eliminate fighting and it is hoped that it will disappear from the sport.

Asked in 1996 what professional sports they preferred, 60% of Canadian respondents said hockey, 16% baseball, and only 6% basketball. Ten years later that had changed remarkably: 19% preferred Canadian football and only 13% favored hockey, 13% baseball and 7% basketball. Nevertheless, the unique contribution that hockey makes to national identity is that it bridges English-and French-speakers, native and non-natives, eastern and western Canadians.

With the highest paid stars commanding $14 million pay packages, the NHL teams are in some economic trouble despite a US$50.3 million team salary cap. Overall their profit margin is a razor-thin 4%. But by 2011, because sponsorship revenues were up by a third, the NHL signed seven-year deal for $400 million with Molson Coors making it the “official beer” on both sides of the border.

Canadians also play basketball, although as a winter sport it must always take the back seat to hockey. One NBA team remains in Canada, the Toronto Raptors, after the Vancouver Grizzlies moved to Memphis. Americans can thank a Canadian, Dr. James Naismith, who devised this game in a Springfield, Massachusetts, YMCA in 1891 as a more interesting indoor alternative to calisthenics. Canada reached its basketball pinnacle in 2006 when Steve Nash, a dazzling point guard who came from Victoria, BC, and starred at Santa Clara before joining the Phoenix Suns and then the Los Angeles Lakers, won the NBA’s most-valuable player award two consecutive years. This put him in the company of such greats as Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson, Larry Bird, Wilt Chamberlain and Bill Russell. He is said to be the greatest pick-and-roll point guard of his generation.

Football was also first played in Canada and brought to the United States about a century ago when a group of McGill University students came down to Harvard to teach a few of its people the new game. With team names like, “The Blue Bombers,” (Winnipeg), the “Ottawa Rough Riders,” the “Calgary Stampeders” or the “B.C. Lions,” and with Americans composing 45% of the professional players on the nine Canadian teams, American football fans feel right at home in Canada (at least until they count 24 players on the field, notice scores on the board like “four to one,” and see teams punting on third down from the fifty-three yard line!) Even the cheering sections chant familiar yells, such as “Give me a “B,” an “l,” a “u,” an “e,” “what do you have?! . . .”

Canadians were asked in a 1999 poll which icons and institutions helped most to define Canada. The Canadian Football League placed third behind the Order of Canada and the beaver and just ahead of health care, maple syrup and beer. Polls in 2006 indicated that more Canadians (19%) preferred their professional football than their pro hockey (13%).

Due to insurmountable financial difficulties, the American teams in the Canadian Football League (CFL) disappeared. Some Canadian teams in the league teeter on the brink of bankruptcy. Despite average annual salaries of only $89,000 and team salary caps, American players still play in the cash-strapped CFL. With no mandatory drug testing, the CFL attracts American players who have the talent to play in the NFL.

Baseball and softball are played everywhere in Canada. Even the legendary Babe Ruth hit his first home run in organized baseball in Toronto’s Hanlan’s Point Stadium on September 5, 1914 and blasted his longest homer (600 feet) at Montreal’s Guybourg Grounds in a 1926 exhibition game. His first wife (Helen Woodford) was from Halifax, and his favorite hunting and fishing destinations were New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Jacky Robinson first broke the sport’s race barrier in Montreal’s de Lorimier Grounds with the Royals in 1946.

Although the Expos packed their bags in 2005 for a move to Washington D.C., with a new name—The Nationals, major league teams still play “America’s favorite pastime” against the Blue Jays in Toronto. Canadian professional teams in all sports face daunting financial problems which drive more and more of them south. They are usually located in smaller towns that are not as willing as American cities to subsidize stadiums and arenas or to reduce property taxes. The popular resentment against millionaire players discourages governments from assisting clubs.

Fans at Blue Jays home games are treated with the usual major league fare: hot dogs, peanuts, cokes and beer, organ music and comic figures both on huge electronic boards and in costume running around the sidelines and into the crowd. Games are begun, though, by playing two national anthems, not just one. In 1985 New York Yankees fans booed when O Canada was heard in Yankee Stadium prior to a game against the Toronto Blue Jays. That incident was so embarrassing that the American ambassador in Ottawa formally apologized to the Canadians. During the 1992 World Series the President of the United States himself had to do the same after a Marine honor guard unfurled Canada’s flag upside down in a pre-game ceremony. Within days T-shirts could be seen all over Canada bearing the inverted Stars and Stripes and the words, “Sorry, eh?”

Horrified Canadians had sweet revenge when the Blue Jays captured the series in a six-game thriller. To rub salt in the wounds, the Blue Jays won again in 1993. In 1997 Larry Walker of the Colorado Rockies became the first Canadian to win the National League’s most valuable player award. The next year he led the league in batting and won the Lionel Conacher Prize. In 2003 the Blue Jays ace, Roy Halladay, was the American League’s Cy Young winner, while Montreal’s Eric Gagné won the National League’s Cy Young Award for best pitcher. The National League’s Most Valuable Player in 2010 was Toronto-born first baseman for the Cincinnati Reds, Joey Votto. He was the third Canadian to win an MVP award in “America’s favorite pastime.”

In the first decade of the 21st century, more than a dozen Canadian players filled All-Star roster spots. In the 2011 season, 20 Canadians played in the major leagues, double the number only a decade and a half earlier. Over 70 were in the minor leagues, and another 600 played American college baseball. Every year about 30 young Canadians are drafted by big league clubs.

The American fan was confronted with intriguing language differences when attending a home game of the Montreal Expos. In Montreal O Canada had to be sung in two languages. Announcers used both languages, and the American experienced such play-by-play accounts as this: “The situation is tense for the Expos; there are already two retraits (outs). The frappeur (batter) steps up the plate. The lanceur (pitcher) receives the signal from the receveur (catcher) and uncorks a mighty pitch. The frappeur is undaunted, though. He swings and, hurray, slams a circuit (home-run)!” This vocabulary is no longer needed in Washington D.C.

The American motorist also notices few differences, except that road signs show distances in kilometers, are in French in Quebec and are often in both French and English outside of the French-speaking regions. The chances are that he will not notice that he is paying more for gasoline (though not as much as if he were driving in most other foreign countries), since it is measured in liters (spelled “litres” in Canada), not in American gallons. Even when a Canadian speaks in terms of “gallons,” he means an imperial gallon, which contains a fifth more than an American one. Canada has already adopted the metric system, although many Canadians still talk in terms of inches, feet, miles, pints, quarts, pounds and tons. It cannot be denied that a system of measurement which makes a mile equal the distance a Roman legion could march in 1,000 double steps, a yard equal to the distance from Henry I’s nose to his fingertips and an inch as equal to the width of three barleycorns laid side-by-side, is not as logical as the metric system.
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Canadian roads are good, unless, of course, he wants to drive deeply into the far northern parts of the country. He sees American-looking cars and pickup trucks everywhere. In 1995 the young racing sensation, Jacques Villeneuve, became the first Canadian to win the Indianapolis 500, snatching victory in the final laps from another Canadian, Scott Goodyear. In 1997 he became the first Canadian to clinch the world Formula One championship. In 2011 another Canadian race driver, Alex Tagliani, won the pole position at the Indianapolis 500.

What the American may not know is that all major North American automotive producers have plants in Canada and that completely free trade in automotive vehicles and parts exists between the two countries. In 2004, for the first time, Ontario produced more vehicles than Michigan. The American tourist may, in fact, be driving a Canadian car, rather than an American one.

Most cities have a North American look, with the full rundown of fast-food chains, gasoline stations and convenience stores. There are some charming exceptions, such as Quebec City and Victoria, BC. There are far fewer slums and less litter and graffiti; concern grows over the noticeable increase of homeless Canadians in its chilly cities. But the cores of cities remain vital and have been largely spared the kind of urban deterioration that afflicted some American cities.

Canadian cities are still somewhat safer than their American counterparts. In a 2003 World Health Organization report, five Canadian cities were listed as among the safest in the world—Sault Ste. Marie, Brockville and Rainy River in Ontario, as well as Calgary and Fort McMurray in Alberta. A 2019 Maclean’s report stated that 29 out of the 50 sleepiest crime spots are in Ontario, and the other eight are in Quebec. The chances of being murdered are four times lower than in a U.S. city. An Internet definition of a Canadian is not far off the mark: “An unarmed American with health insurance.”

There has been a decline in violent crime in Canada from the mid-1990s, and the overall crime rate by 2015 had fallen to its lowest level since the 1970s. Nevertheless, nearly as many Canadians reported encountering violent crime as did Americans (21% to 26% in 2007). Fear of street violence is widespread: a third (36%) of Canadians (and half the women) said in 2006 that they “would not walk alone at night within one kilometer of my own home.” The percentage is down from 40% in 1975 and about the same for American respondents.

Since the mid-1990s there has been a threefold growth in gang-related killings. It is not only rising, but it is overwhelming authorities. One out of five persons killed in Canada is the victim of a gang hit, and there are few arrests and very few convictions. Vancouver has the spotlight, but Saskatoon, Winnipeg and Regina are the cities most plagued by violent crime. It is often connected to the drug trade. This is not only in organic drugs, such as cocaine and heroin, but increasingly also in synthetic drugs, such as methamphetamine and ecstasy. It has become North America’s leading producer and exporter of these synthetic substances.

Quebec experienced one of the longest and bloodiest gang wars in North American history as the Hell’s Angels showed shocking brutality in seeking to gain control of the province’s drug trade. More than 160 had died by 2003. In May 2009 a long overdue OperationSharQc, planned for four years and involving more than 1,200 police officers from 20 different forces, arrested 111 Hell’s Angels and their hangers-on in Quebec. This ended the infamous biker club’s stranglehold on Quebec’s drug trade. Admitted illegal drug use in Canada is high, according to the UN’s “World Drug Report 2007”: it has the highest percentage of marijuana users among developed countries (16.8% in 2004 vs. 6.1% in the Netherlands), and 2.3% use cocaine. The attitude toward marijuana use hardened with the Conservative victory in 2006. One of Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s first acts was to terminate the laws liberalizing the use of marijuana.

The omnipresence of potential violence was seen in tragic killing rampages in schools since 1999. In that year a ninth-grade dropout terrorized a rural high school in Taber, Alberta, killing one student and seriously wounding another with a 22-caliber rifle. A year later three teenage boys were shot and wounded by a fellow student at a Toronto high school, Emery Collegiate Institute. Some argued that Canada’s tighter gun control measures made these senseless attacks less deadly: instead of accumulating an arsenal of guns and explosives, as in Columbine, Colorado, the Taber boy could only get his hands on his father’s rifle. But in 2006 a young man was able to arm himself with a Baretta semi-automatic rifle, a Glock .45 pistol, a shotgun and a tote bag with 1,000 rounds of ammunition. He walked into Montreal’s Dawson College, the province’s biggest junior college, and proceeded to kill one student and wound 19 others before turning his gun on himself. Only a brilliant police response prevented the carnage from being much worse.

Guns are increasingly used in such violence; they were involved in two-thirds of Toronto murders in 2005, twice the rate from previous years. Police gun seizures in British Columbia rose by 50% from 2002 to 2005. Controls on the sale of handguns are stricter than in the U.S., but they are not banned. There is a 28-day waiting period to buy a handgun, and one must have the support of two people vouching for him. According to the world population review, in 2020 the number of guns per 100 people was 34.7 in Canada and 125 in the U.S. The overall murder rate per 100,000 persons was 1.6 in Canada and 5.3 in America, and gun murders per 100,000 was 0.61 in Canada and 4.46 in the U.S. In the two decades to 2013, two persons died in five shootings inside a Canadian elementary or secondary school. During the same period in the U.S., more than 230 died in 70 school shootings.

Many of the guns used in the kind of violent incidents that are now alarming Canadians are smuggled in from the U.S. Canadian crime experts claim that half come from south of the border, a figure that American authorities dispute although nobody denies that many guns find their way north into Canada. Canadian border agents seized 5,400 firearms from the U.S. in the five years since 2000, and that is only a fraction of the true number. Canadian gun orders reached such a high volume in 2000 that the U.S. federal government suspended the export of handguns, rifles and ammunition to Canada. Canada had been at the center of one of the largest firearms-smuggling operations in North American history. In 2000 nearly 23,000 vintage U.S. military guns, which are legal in Canada but not in the United States, were seized in Toronto and Montreal gun shops before they could be shipped south of the border.

High-powered hunting guns, including semiautomatics, are widely available. A fourth of all households possess firearms. In 1995 the Liberal government enacted a stricter gun law, banning some small handguns and requiring registration of firearms. In 2000 it tightened the law by requiring registration of all guns by 2003. There was a powerful lobby against gun registration, including by six provinces and two territories that contend that this is an unconstitutional intrusion into their authority. The federal auditor-general criticized its large cost, and the four Western provinces and Newfoundland opted out of administering the program. But the Supreme Court of Canada ruled in June 2000 that both laws had been “passed in the spirit of protecting the public” and were therefore valid.
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At the same time that gun- and gang-related crime is dangerously increasing, there are worries that the legendary Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) is no longer up to the job of maintaining peace and order. The RCMP is a federal force that is contracted by 200 cities and every province and territory but Quebec and Ontario (which have their own provincial police forces) to help enforce the law. It also patrols the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River. Thus it is caught between the need to meet the growing demand for sophisticated federal policing services, such as immigration, weapons enforcement, counter-terrorism and commercial and white-collar crime, and the “contract policing” at the provincial and local level, which requires that well-trained officers patrol the streets of small towns and answer citizens’ calls. It is not performing either duty as effectively as it could.

The force is struggling to cope with the challenge of replacing many baby-boom officers while fewer young Canadians are interested in law-enforcement careers. There are only 183 policemen per 100,000 people, compared with 238 in the U.S. and 211 in Britain. The RCMP began recruiting women in 1974; ; they now constitute 21.7% of its 30,092 officers.

The eight provinces and three territories that use the Mounties’ services have little interest in creating their own police forces since Ottawa pays up to 30% of the policing tab, 10% for municipalities. By and large, Canadians still trust the RCMP so much that its occasional use of phone buggings, wire-tappings, break-ins, use of general search warrants, forgery of income-tax forms, mail tampering, planting of incriminating evidence on innocent persons and harassing left-wing political groups—actions that would seldom be tolerated by American courts or the public if they were known—are generally accepted by Canadians. However, the public’s tolerance has its limits. This was shown in 2007 when four RCMP officers at Vancouver International Airport killed an innocent, unarmed, and distressed Polish traveler who spoke no English by shooting him with a taser stun gun when he did not understand and respond to their orders. This lamentable incident was captured on video. Two years later a 200-page report concluded that such use of the electronic weapon was both premature and inappropriate.

Canadians go about their daily lives in a way similar to Americans, with a few minor differences. As in the U.S., schools are run by local school boards under the overall authority of the individual provinces. Their aim is now mass education in comprehensive schools, not academically tracked education in separate schools, as in most European countries. Depending on the province, children begin school at age six or seven, generally attending elementary school for six years, junior high school for three and senior high school for three. In Quebec pupils enter a two- to three-year college d’enseignement general et professionnel (college of general and professional instruction) to prepare either for the university or a specific occupation.

Canadian pupils score very well in international comparisons. On the darker side, there is an alarmingly high dropout rate for black high school pupils: at 40% it is almost double the rate for the student population as a whole.

A lower percentage of Americans age 25-34 (43%, including community colleges) have a college education than in Canada (54.0%); the percentage is much higher for Asian students (ca. 70%) but lower for Caribbean (12%). Canadian universities have strictly meritocratic admission policies, and Canadian-born and foreign Asian students have the reputation for studying the hardest and having the most success. The immigration process attracts highly educated parents, who pass on their high aspirations to their children. Immigrants are an answer to the country’s slowing birthrate and aging population; they constitute three-fourths of the annual net growth in the work force.
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Alberta’s lake and mountain landscape.

More students are being admitted, and over the decade before 2003 university enrollment increased by 20%. Following a trend also noticeable in the U.S., 60% of undergraduates in Canadian universities are women, and this can be as high as 79% at such institutions as Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax. This is especially pronounced in medicine: the majority of students at 13 of Canada’s 17 medical schools are women, and at the Université Laval the percentage rises to 70%. No wonder 52% of doctors under age 35 are women.

Those who wish to study have a wide variety of universities from which to choose. There are elite research universities, such as McGill, University of Toronto, University of British Columbia, University of Alberta, and Université de Montréal. These five institutions alone enroll 22% of undergraduates and produce 45% of doctorates. They receive 46% of all the public monies distributed for research and innovation. In the global Shanghai rankings of the top 100 universities, four Canadian institutions and 54 American ones are included. There are also fine primarily undergraduate institutions, such as Mount Allison, Acadia, Brandon, Lethbridge, Mount Saint Vincent, St. Thomas, Moncton, Bishop’s, St. Francis Xavier, Wilfrid Laurier and the Royal Military College of Canada (RMC).

These universities and colleges, all public with a few exceptions in Ontario and BC, are not as expensive as equivalent American institutions. Tuition in 2020-2021 ranged from $7,938 in Ontario, $7,829 in New Brunswick, $8,757 in Nova Scotia, and $3,036 in Newfoundland, to $3,500 in Quebec. Tuition is much higher for international students. Canadian institutions are severely cash-strapped and overcrowded because the federal government reduced its transfer payments to the provinces. In 1999 Canadian universities spent 60% per pupil of what large public universities do in the U.S. In the final five years of the century state allocations to U.S. universities increased by 28% (50% in California) while they dropped by 6% in Canada.

In a 2010 survey, two-thirds of parents said they could not afford the four-year average cost of $60,000 to send their children to university. Three-fifths of all students have to take loans to finance their studies, and the average debt on graduation stood at $26,680 in 2015, roughly the same as the average college debt in the U.S. Many wonder if college is worth the price. In the U.S., a college education enables men to earn $365,000 more in a lifetime; in Canada only $169,000. A third of those with doctorates have employment that does not require a PhD. The tough job market goes a long way to explaining why 42% of Canadians between age 20 and 29 live with their parents.

Canadian universities are learning how to raise private funds, but it will be years until they catch up with their American counterparts. For example, the university with the largest endowment is Toronto, with only $1.3 billion, less than one-twentieth of that of Harvard and Yale.

In 2017, nearly 27,000 Canadians went to the U.S. for their post–secondary education, a decrease in approximately 1,000 since 2005. They constitute the largest group of foreigners at Harvard (150 or 2.3%) being 787 (2018). This educational migration is particularly true of Ph.D. students. The word that many would-be professors hear in Canada is that an American Ph.D. may give one an edge. American-trained professors are in the majority in many departments, especially at leading Canadian research universities. Canada confers fewer than 10% as many doctorates as does the much larger U.S. Nevertheless, Canadians still earn five times as many Ph.D. degrees in Canada as they do in America.

Approximately 10,000 (2018) Americans attend Canadian universities. This may well be due to the much lower cost of attending a Canadian university due to the difference in the Canadian and American currencies’ values notwithstanding a higher tuition paid by non-Canadians attending Canadian universities. In fact, when considering currency differences and cost of living in Canadian university cities other than in British Columbia, the cost is approximately 50% less than that paid at an American college. The election of President Trump in 2016 has also been said by some in the media to have stirred the large increase of American applications to Canada’s eastern universities. Indeed, in 2016 the University of Toronto saw an increase of 75% in such applications with increases of 30% at McGill University and 35% at McMaster University. Moreover, some Canadian universities are aggressively recruiting American high school students, promising gun-free schools, good ski possibilities and quality education for less tuition. Also popular are branch campuses of American universities in Canada, primarily for teachers and other professionals. By 1990 seven U.S. universities (including Niagara and Central Michigan) offered extension programs for about 500 students in Ontario alone, and such operations are expanding in Alberta and British Columbia. Despite the higher tuition costs, these programs offer study opportunities at night and on weekends.

Five provinces provide state support for religiously affiliated schools. Also, the federal government is directly responsible for educating Indians and Inuit children and indirectly involved in education through financial support for higher education and bilingual teaching throughout Canada. Canadian public schools, which 95% of children attend, are suffering under the strain of funding cuts, labor strife and the needs of an increasingly diverse student body. Since 1995 the percentage of provincial wealth spent on education has declined dramatically.

Canadian-American Images

Americans are quick to recognize Canadians as a friendly, open and pragmatic people. Canadians are a bit more reserved than Americans. As Pierre Berton noted, “we are not a back-slapping race” and Canadians themselves admit to being somewhat embarrassed by public displays of emotions. A publication of the Royal Bank once encapsulated how many Canadians react to their more ebullient neighbors: “Americans prefer first to second names, and, in conversation, they seem to use yours in every sentence or two . . . They belong to clubs and lodges named after animals. They talk to strangers on street corners and at lunch counters. As they themselves would put it, they’re friendly as hell.”

Polls consistently reveal that Americans have a positive impression of Canadians: friendly (29%), peaceful, polite, helpful. Canadian’s viewed Americans as more “dangerous” than “compassionate.” Americans use the words “tolerant,” “compassionate” and “funny” to describe Canadians. Only 1% of Canadians thought Americans are “funny” or “humorous.”

A Maclean’s poll asked Americans what country they liked after their own, and they said Canada, favored by 90%, followed by Britain. Only 3% had a negative view of Canada. A quarter of Canadians and Americans indicated that they would accept citizenship in the other country, and a third of Québécois said they would accept an offer to become U.S. citizens. A resounding 91% of Americans agreed in 2007 that they would have a better quality of life if they moved to Canada.

Many people argue that there is no such thing as Canadian patriotism because there is no such thing as a Canadian nation. Although Canadians are patriotic, they feel uncomfortable when they display it too much in public. In his 1988 book, Peter C. Newman wrote that “becoming a Canadian never required conversion to a burning faith or even a salute, since we had no distinctive flag during the first 98 years of our existence.”

The two countries’ standing in the world is very different. Reflecting on the differences between his Canadian and American students, Northrop Frye said: “American students have been conditioned from infancy to think of themselves as citizens of one of the world’s great powers. Canadians are conditioned from infancy to think of themselves as citizens of a country of uncertain identity, a confusing past and a hazardous future.” That seems to resonate as Prime Minister Justine Trudeau has called Canada the first post-national state. Toronto academic

Former New York Times bureau chief in Toronto, Andrew H. Malcolm, reported an example of the differing manifestation of patriotism. At the start of a stock car race in Calgary, the announcer asked the crowd to stand for the national anthem. A few seconds after a record of “O Canada” had begun to play, he stopped the music with a wrenching scratch and said, “You all know the rest,” as the racecars’ engines began to roar. Such an incident would be unthinkable in the United States.

Asked at the end of the century about factors that are important parts of what makes them Canadian, 80% named the flag (60% in Quebec) and only 41% named the British Queen (20% in Quebec). Nevertheless, rather than pledging allegiance to the flag, most Canadian pupils make their pledge to the Queen. In May they are released from school for a day in order to celebrate Victoria Day, in honor of Queen Victoria, despite the fact that she never visited Canada during her long reign. The birthday of Canada’s “founding father,” Sir John A. Macdonald, is not a federal holiday, but school children observe Martin Luther King Jr. Day in January. Thanksgiving comes the second Monday in October, almost six weeks earlier than in the United States. There is certainly no Fourth of July celebration in a country which remained loyal to Britain during the American Revolution and which was a haven for Loyalists who either left or were driven out of the Thirteen Colonies. Canadian school children still learn about such heroic men of principle as Benedict Arnold, who demonstrated their devotion to order and the English sovereign. Canadians’ national holiday is July First, the day on which both the country’s constitutions were enacted in 1867 and 1982.

Canada has its own history, has been shaped by more challenging geographical conditions, has different cultures and languages, and has a different political heritage. Its political system is British by origin, even though it has been powerfully influenced by political practices in the United States. And Canadians have tended to place a greater emphasis on order than have Americans, who tend to treasure liberty above all else. Canadian-born sociologist, Seymour Lipsit, gave an example: “Canadians were told to go metric and they did. Americans were told to go metric and they didn’t.”

Canada’s first constitution, the British North America Act (BNA) of 1867, set up the objectives of “peace, order, and good government” rather than “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” Canada never had a “Wild West” because, unlike in America, organized society in the form of the mounted policeman, the railway agent, the bank manager, the missionary and agents of the Hudson’s Bay Company usually arrived before or along with the settlers. Therefore, there has always been less violence and greater respect for authority in Canada than in the United States. What other country in the world uses a policeman (the Mountie) as a national symbol?
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Canadians know that their emphasis on order makes them seem boring to the rest of the world. In a “boring headline” contest held in 1986 by the U.S. magazine, The New Republic, the winner was: “Worthwhile Canadian Initiative.” In an interview with The Economist in 2003, one Canadian compared Canada to a “boring party where the guests are too polite to leave.” The book titles of two earlier bestsellers were: Canada on the World Stage: Is Anyone Listening and The Future of Canada: Does Nationalism Even Matter? Some Australians call Canadians “frozen Yanks.” Nevertheless, when asked in which country they would rather live other than their own, Australia was Canadians’ first choice (18%), followed by the U.S. (14%).

In a 1992 editorial, “Boring, and proud,” The Globe and Mail countered: “The reason Canada is considered boring is because nothing apocalyptic ever happens here—no civil wars, no nuclear disasters, no famine. On a global scale, Canada just can’t cut it when it comes to violence and tragedy. We discuss our possible national break-up over lunch beside a lake. Blame our Canadian forefathers for the cruel hand we’ve been dealt. Didn’t they realize that when they founded this country on the principles of Peace, Order, and Good Government that it would never make CNN?”

Although they are changing, Canadians have tended to be less assertive of their rights than have Americans. Peter Newman put it this way: “In dramatic contrast to the individualism of the United States, the idea was to be careful, to be plainly dressed, quiet-spoken and, above all, close with one’s money and emotions . . . You could immediately spot a Canadian at any gathering: he or she was the one who automatically chose the most uncomfortable chair.”

The Maclean’s/CBC end-of-century poll provided ample evidence that Canadians believe they have a unique identity, separate and distinct from all other countries, as 90% of respondents indicated. Fully 77% believe it is based on a strong sense of their own history and appreciation of what they have accomplished as a nation, rather than simply a desire not to be American; 81% hold the view that they can thrive in the twenty-first century by keeping their own values and not trying to become more like Americans. A subsequent Maclean’s poll published on July 1, 2006, concluded that the endless and mostly futile search for a single national identity and vision had been replaced by a growing sense that Canada’s greatest asset is its diversity of lifestyles, beliefs and opinions. Former Prime Minister Jean Chrétien expressed this confidence: “We are North Americans but not Americans. We are different because of history and geography, but basically we have built a different society.” Further, a 2016 study by Angus Reid revealed that almost eight in ten Canadians (79%) say they are either “very proud” (52%) or “proud” to be Canadian, though this sentiment is lower in Quebec.﻿﻿﻿﻿
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Events from the 1960s on tended to sharpen Americans’ and Canadians’ awareness of the differences between their countries and objectives. The United States’ seemingly endless involvement in the Vietnam War became unpopular in Canada, where an estimated 50,000 or more Americans fled to avoid military service; all but 20,000 returned to the U.S. after a 1977 amnesty. Those who stayed include several judges, scores of university professors, a popular radio host, a music promoter, a well-known film critic and numerous politicians. Less known is the fact that as many as 40,000 Canadians fought in that war, and more than a hundred Canadians’ names are etched on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C.

In 2004 four American soldiers deserted their Iraq-bound units and fled to Canada, where they requested refugee status. But unlike in 1969, when Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau declared his country to be “a refuge from militarism,” the Canadian government, backed by a board that hears refugee cases, opposed their applications, arguing that they were not persecuted and that the war was not illegal. Canada is no longer an open-armed sanctuary despite the fact that three in five Canadians thought American deserters should be granted permanent residency. Parliament approved nonbinding resolutions in 2008 and 2009 to stop the deportation of deserters, but the government refused to do so. In July 2008 the first American soldier was deported, and more followed. There are still more Canadians serving in the U.S. military forces than any foreign nationality.

From 1968 to 1984 Trudeau felt freer to criticize American foreign policy in public, and many Canadians agreed with him. Also, racial violence in America and the disillusionment stimulated by the Watergate scandal sullied the image of America in Canadian eyes. Further, Canadians began to feel a surge of nationalism and sought to lessen their country’s economic dependence on the United States in ways that greatly irritated American businessmen and their government.

More and more Americans began to take notice of the fact that Canada is a sovereign country that defines its own interests. As Americanized as Canadians might have become, they seem determined to be a different kind of society, which tries to avoid the kinds of problems the United States faces. One young Canadian, Neil Bishop, noted, “It’s not that U.S. civilization is bad; on the contrary, it is truly great. But one U.S.A. is surely enough.”

GEOGRAPHY

Canada is the second-largest country in the world; only Russia is larger. Covering almost four million square miles, it is 10% larger than the United States (including Alaska) and 40 times bigger than Great Britain; it is roughly the same size as the entire European continent and occupies 46.6% of North America. It is bracketed by huge islands, such as Newfoundland, Vancouver and Baffin, the world’s fourth largest island, with 16,000 miles of crinkled coastline.

Canada stretches 4,545 miles east to west and almost 3,000 miles north to south, and it spans one fourth of the world’s time zones. Its three coasts, when combined, are the world’s longest coastline, with an enormous store of offshore riches. Inland Canada has more than a million rivers, streams and lakes, containing over a fifth of the world’s fresh water supply. In Manitoba alone there is one lake for every 10 inhabitants. It also shares the world’s largest body of fresh water, the Great Lakes, with the U.S. Canada possesses a fourth of the world’s wetlands and 15% of its forests. Even though it occupies the “winter half” of North America, it has a wide range of climates, and there are regions in Canada which experience one-hundred degree drops of temperature in the wintertime.

Almost one-half of Canada is located on a massive shield of ancient Precambrian rocks hewed and scraped by a gigantic prehistoric glacier. It covers the bulk of six provinces and most of the Northwest Territories. It is a sparsely-populated physical environment of forests, wilderness, lakes and rocks jutting from the earth. This landscape differs remarkably from the lowlands south of it and keeps Canadians hemmed in close to the U.S. border, where most of them live. This Shield has always been a formidable barrier to settlement, to the building of roads and railways and to the movement of Canadians from east to west or from south to north.

Because so much of it is practically uninhabitable, Canada cannot be compared to the United States. A thousand miles of rocks, eroded mountain chain and bogs placed a wall between the Prairie provinces (the West) and the settled portion of Ontario, which belongs to Canada’s East, even though Toronto is closer to such Midwestern cities as Cleveland, Detroit and Chicago, than to New York and Boston. It has always threatened to cut off the Canadian West from the East and has contributed to a greater feeling of separation from each other on the part of westerners and easterners than is felt in the United States.
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Former Governor General visiting Parliament in Ottawa

It has helped to create and perpetuate a western dependence on eastern financial power that has always been resented in the West. Finally, it has strengthened Canadians’ reliance upon government and has helped shape the Canadian character. As Pierre Berton wrote, “if we are a solemn people, it is partly because the Shield and the wilderness bear down upon us, a crushing weight, squeezing us like toothpaste along the borders of your country.”

Nevertheless, the rugged Shield also contains treasures that help make Canada a natural resource powerhouse. It was an ideal habitat for beavers, which had almost single-handedly attracted European attention to Canada three centuries ago and provided the first important economic stimulus to Canadian settlement. Beaver fur was so popular that the animal faced extinction in the 19th century. One result is that Canada is the only country in the world with a rodent for its national animal: the beaver. Its image was on the first Canadian postal stamp in 1851 and is on today’s nickel; in 1971 the government made it the official emblem. No wonder there was such a furious outcry in 2011 when Senator Nicole Eaton dared propose that the polar bear replace the beaver as the national animal. Calling the beaver, a “dentally defective rat,” she argued that the white beast is “the world’s largest terrestrial carnivore and Canada’s most majestic and splendid animal.”

The beaver is an amazing creature, which can cut down 216 trees a year with its bare teeth. But it suffered a horrible indignity in 2010. In 1920 the Hudson Bay Company had founded a journal of popular history called The Beaver. On its ninetieth birthday, the editors felt compelled to change its name to the dull Canada’s History because the iconic animal’s name had become a slang carnal term referring to a certain location on a woman’s body. The death knell was rung by the internet. If spam filters did not bury it, users of its website were often disappointed to discover that the content was history rather than something else, and they clicked out on average after only eight seconds. Editors hope the publication’s new name will expand its 50,000 circulation.

Today, much of the Shield remains richly endowed with nickel, cobalt, zinc, copper, gold and silver; it is the source of 40% of Canada’s mineral production. It contains the trees that make Canada one of the two major pulp and paper producers in the world, the uranium mines in northern Saskatchewan and the huge Ungava iron ore deposits. It is a major source of waterpower, which supplies Canada with 70% of its electricity and enables it to export hydroelectricity to the United States, especially to the Northeast.

The Shield’s rugged landscapes, scenery and wildlife, particularly multitudes of birds including millions, even billions, of ducks and geese, have inspired some of Canadians’ best painting, especially since the 1920s, when seven talented Canadian artists (known as the “Group of Seven”) captured its majestic beauty on their canvases. It also attracts vacationers from all over North America and helps to perpetuate that erroneous image which some Americans have of modern Canadians: as lumberjacks or rugged frontiersmen who carve a precarious living out of a beautiful, but hostile, land. As can be seen, Canadians are predominately city-dwellers who have learned to exploit the riches of the Shield in order to create and maintain a comfortable standard of living similar to that enjoyed by most Americans.

Canada is a very sparsely settled land, with an overall population density of only six persons per square mile, compared with 60 in the United States. Even Saudi Arabia has a higher population density than Canada. The most densely populated provinces are in the Maritimes: New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island: pointedly Newfoundland/Labrador is not part of the Maritimes. The Maritimes climate and geography have powerfully influenced settlement patterns. The Shield and climate compressed Canadians to close proximity to the U.S. border. There were further incentives to settle in the extreme south. Many settlers to Canada came from the United States and wanted to remain close to that country. Many Canadian manufacturing facilities were owned by Americans or were intentionally located close to the American market, which is the world’s largest and the target for 75% of Canadian exports. Also, in the level plains between the southern rim of the Shield and the U.S. border are fertile farmlands and a fortuitous string of lakes and rivers connected in places by canals that provide inexpensive transportation and waterpower.

The result of these forces is that three-fourths of all Canadians live within 100 miles of the U.S. border, and 90% live within 200 miles. In fact, three-fourths of all Canadians live south of the northern-most point of the 48 contiguous United States. By contrast, most Americans live far away from Canada, and only 12% of them live within 100 miles of the Canadian border. This percentage is decreasing as more and more Americans move south within the U.S.

If one regards only population distribution, Canada more closely resembles the snake-shaped country of Chile, rather than the well-proportioned geographic configuration that Canada is. It could be seen as a country 4,545 miles wide and a hundred miles tall, albeit with a hinterland which stretches straight to the permafrost, the ice pack and the North Pole. Even within this thin band of settlement, Canadians are not dispersed evenly. Four out of five Canadians live in cities; 31% live in the three largest—Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver—and half of new immigrants settle in these three cities. One-third of Canadians live in communities with fewer than 10,000 inhabitants. Political pollsters detect an urban-rural split on such issues as gun control and gay rights, and the economic disparity is growing. Differing lifestyles are also reflected in the facts that rural Canadians are more likely to smoke, drink underage, and be obese.

Urban concentrations are strung out from east to west, “an archipelago of population islands walled off from each other by the terrifying obstacles of Precambrian rock, muskeg (bogs), mountain barriers, storm-tossed waters,” to quote Pierre Berton. The bulk of Newfoundland’s people have to cross the Gulf of St. Lawrence to get to the Canadian mainland. French-speaking Acadia and Quebec separate anglophones in the east from those in Ontario. Distance and the southern extremity of the Shield, which juts through western Ontario, separate most inhabitants of Ontario, the most populous Canadian province, from the prairie provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. Finally, the Rocky Mountains provide a majestic separation of the prairie region from British Columbia.

These sharply divided regions are, in many ways, northward thrusts of the North American continent. Indeed, a serious challenge to Canada has always been that only man-made barriers separate Canadian from American regions, whereas daunting natural barriers divide most of Canada’s regions from each other. This has made the forging of unnatural east–west links and the overcoming of the natural north–south ties absolutely essential if Canada were to become and to remain a unified country. A closer look at these distinct regions will demonstrate why this has always been difficult and why author Arthur Malcolm described Canada as a “puzzling collection of frequently feuding fiefdoms.”
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THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES: In the East are the Atlantic Provinces, composed of the three Maritime provinces of Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island (Canada’s smallest province although twice the size of Rhode Island) and New Brunswick (40% of whose population is French-speaking Acadian) plus Newfoundland and Labrador, Britain’s first overseas colony. Officially renamed Newfoundland and Labrador in 2001, this is Canada’s most recent province. It had Dominion status equal to Canada’s from 1907 to 1933, when it lost its self-rule. Not until 1949 did it join Canada, after a very close (52%) vote by its people. It still remains remote from the rest of the country and even has its own time zone 30 minutes ahead of the Maritime provinces. Less urbanized than Ontario and Quebec, this region is covered by forested hills and low mountains. Water is everywhere. These provinces are largely encircled by rocky coastlines, coves, isolated fishing villages and port cities, such as St. Johns and Halifax.

With only 2.3 million inhabitants, 7% of the country’s population, Atlantic Canada is the most ethnically homogeneous region of Canada. Acadians, remnants of those ten thousand hardy pacifist folks brutally rooted out and resettled by the British in 1755 for trying to stay neutral in the war between England and France, are immortalized in Longfellow’s moving poem “Evangeline.” No longer discriminated against because of their French language, they now live along New Brunswick’s northern border and eastern shore and are sprinkled around in other parts of the region, especially in the southwest corner of Prince Edward Island and on Cape Breton in Nova Scotia. On August 15, 2005, thousands of them assembled at the site of their ancient village of St. Pré in the heart of their lost homeland to celebrate their survival of that deportation 250 years earlier, now referred to as le grand dérangement (the Big Inconvenience).

About 80% of the Atlantic Provinces inhabitants are of British descent (higher in Newfoundland), especially Scottish, from whom Nova Scotia, meaning “New Scotland,” got its name. Perhaps the most famous Scotsman to grow up and live here was Alexander Graham Bell, who invented the telephone. It is reported that more people speak Gaelic in Nova Scotia today than in Scotland itself. One still hears a distinctive Scottish burr when many Nova Scotians speak English, especially in Cape Breton, which is experiencing a revival of Gaelic cultures and language.

This predominantly British population has long valued its transatlantic ties with Great Britain, and it has always maintained thriving trading relations with the northeastern seaboard cities south of the border. Because of its window to the Atlantic, it has always been strategically important. During the two world wars its ports were assembly points for convoys of ships carrying troops and supplies from North America to Europe. It is no surprise that Canada’s small navy is headquartered in this part of the country. In fact, Halifax, the capital of Nova Scotia, is the home of Canada’s largest defense establishment, which provides employment for almost a fourth of the city’s work force.

Despite their strategic location, the Atlantic Provinces have always been the poorest of Canada’s provinces. They have been excessively reliant upon fishing and timbering. A greater percentage of their jobs are dependent upon the extraction of primary resources and increasingly upon tourism, and this has resulted in a large number of single-industry towns. They have too little arable land, population and industry to have a more balanced economy and be prosperous on their own. They are just now finding reliable alternatives to their former economic mainstays of fishing, lumber and military bases. Average wages were until recently only two-thirds of the national figure, but they are now rising. Their population is aging rapidly, and unemployment is well above the national average. Numerous attempts to form a Maritime union to combat these problems more effectively have failed.

Their present economic hopes and success stem from discoveries of natural gas and oil off the coasts of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland and Labrador. These capital-intensive industries do not generate many jobs directly, nor do they spread cash around as cod fishing once did. But they boost government resources and trickle down to others. The importance of these discoveries explains the history of bitter struggles with Ottawa over the question of who owns or controls these valuable resources: Canada or the individual provinces. The people in these provinces are proud of their more relaxed, less urbanized life, but they have also tended to resent the economic and political domination of Canadian life by provinces to the west. In 2000 the region’s four premiers formed a joint council to lobby in Ottawa. By 2009 Newfoundland had become a “have” province, sending more financial assistance to other provinces than it receives from them.

Although the region lacks a very large urban center, Halifax is an important and interesting city. With a population of around 280,000, it is a showcase of 19th century architecture with the leisurely air of a small, tree-lined community. Its significance as Atlantic Canada’s most important port city suffered with the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway, which enabled ships to bypass Halifax and churn their way directly into the Great Lakes.
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ST. LAWRENCE LOWLANDS: The two provinces of Quebec and Ontario form the heartland of the Canadian Confederation. They were formerly two separate colonies, called Lower Canada (Quebec) and Upper Canada (Ontario). Their merger in 1840 signaled the imperfect wedding of Canada’s “two founding peoples” in one country. Although very large portions of these two provinces are covered by the Canadian Shield, they share in the south the St. Lawrence Lowlands, which form the most heavily populated, most industrialized and, therefore, traditionally the richest part of Canada. It contains 60% of Canada’s entire population. It has more cities of over 100,000 inhabitants than any other region, and it includes Canada’s two largest cities, Toronto and Montreal, as well as the federal capital, Ottawa.

About three-fourths of the total value of Canada’s manufactured goods are produced in this region. Its moderate climate and excellent agricultural lands attracted many settlers in the 18th and 19th centuries, and farms here still help feed the country’s most densely populated region. A further blessing for this region is the waterway formed by the St. Lawrence River, the Great Lakes and connecting canals and locks, the last of which were completed in 1959. The economic importance of the Great Lakes cannot be underestimated: the eight American states and Ontario that share the lakes account for 30% of North America’s employment and output and 36% of manufacturing jobs.

This entire waterway is ice-free about nine months a year and gives this inland area enviable access to the Atlantic Ocean and from there to the rest of the world. For example, although located 1,000 miles from the sea, the port of Toronto receives ocean-going ships and is the same shipping distance from Britain as is New York City. Also, many vessels can travel almost 2,000 miles from the Atlantic Ocean all the way westward to Thunder Bay, the railhead for products and grain from the West and located on the northern shore of Lake Superior, and then return to the high seas.
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QUEBEC: While the St. Lawrence Seaway binds the eastern half of Canada, it could never erase the crucially important cultural differences of the people who live close to its banks. This Canadian heartland is sharply divided into francophones in Quebec and anglophones in Ontario. With a land area three times larger than France, Quebec is Canada’s largest province and is as wide at its widest point as the distance between Dallas and Washington, D.C.

It is a French-speaking island in the midst of an anglophone sea in which francophones are outnumbered by fifty to one. According to the 2016 census, Quebec’s population had shrunk to 24.1% of Canada’s total, from 27.9% three decades earlier. Now about 87% of Quebec’s 8.1 million people speak French as a mother tongue, 7% speak English at home, 6% speak another native language, and 16% of the total population is fluent in a third language. A relatively small percentage (20.6%) of the francophones speak only French, especially those living outside the larger cities of Montreal and Quebec City. In Montreal two-thirds speak both French and English. A 2013 poll revealed that 85% of Quebecers think it is important to be bilingual. The Québécois, as they are now called most of the time even outside of francophone Canada, have a distinctive language, culture and heritage.
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Railway magnate William Van Horne points westward, Banff, Alberta

In the past they tended to consider themselves more as Québécois, than as Canadians. In the 1994 Maclean’s/CTV poll, only 45% of Quebec respondents identified themselves as “Canadian.” By 2001 that figure had risen to 75%, and in Maclean’s 2003 year-end poll an unprecedented 69% claimed they were “proud to be Canadian.” That percentage continues to go up: La Presse published a poll in 2007 showing that 85% were proud to be Canadian, a 20-year high. Due largely to a serious Liberal Party scandal in Quebec, the number of Québécois who considered themselves “very proud to be Canadian” fell from 65% in 1985 to only 32% in 2006 (in Anglophone Canada the percentage fell from 80% to 61%). Nevertheless, a former separatist (PQ) premier, Bernard Landry, said in 2007 that “being Canadian isn’t dishonorable.” That was high praise from a man who once called the Canadian flag “a piece of red rag.” In the wake of Canada’s superb Olympic performance in 2010, fewer than one-third of Québécois supported the notion of having their own Olympic team.

Québécois still regard themselves as a nation, even though they are linked politically with the rest of Canada. For the first time the Canadian parliament gave this formal expression by declaring in November 2006 that Québécois are “a nation within a united Canada.” Constituting almost a fourth of all Canadians, they have always doggedly resisted assimilation with the English-speaking world around them. They have successfully asserted their right to manage most of their own affairs and largely to determine their own destiny. They have their own national day on June 24, a week earlier than Canada Day on July 1. The Quebec government officially renamed it the Fête Nationale, but Québécois still refer to it as Fête de la St-Jean-Baptiste, or “La St-Jean.”

A dramatic change had taken place by 2004. Québécois seem to accept Canada more than they used to. Only 2% of them considered national unity a major issue. As the most socially liberal Canadians, Québécois like the social experimentalism they see in Canada, such as gay marriage, abortion and legalization of marijuana: 69% endorsed the statement that they are proud of what Canada is becoming “because it shows what a socially progressive and diverse country we live in.” The figure in the rest of Canada was 54%.

The Québécois also now share anglophone Canadians’ views on the nation’s﻿ place in the world. Québécois were more critical of the 2003 war in Iraq; 90% opposed it, and some of the world’s largest anti-war rallies had been held in Montreal. Thus, from being the most pro-American Canadians, Québécois have become perhaps the most skeptical of the foreign and social policies pursued by the United States—60% said their attitude toward the U.S. had become more negative in recent years, compared with just under half of Canadians as a whole. A broad dislike for President George W. Bush and the war in Iraq had much to do with this. A final reason for this unprecedented Québécois embrace of common Canadian values is the confidence Québécois now have that their language and culture are more firmly entrenched than ever before.

A third of all Québécois live in metropolitan Montreal, a city of over three million people and the world’s third-largest French-speaking city after Paris and Kinshasa, Congo. This city dominates the economic and cultural life of Quebec. Quebec’s major newspapers are published here: the one with the largest circulation is the unabashedly sensational tabloid, Le Journal de Montreal. Le Devoir is the influential French-language daily. La Presse occupies the middle ground between those two dailies and is the voice for Canadian unity. The Montreal Gazette is the major English-language daily. The newsmagazine, L’Actualité, the French-language sister of Maclean’s,is published in Montreal. All major Quebec political parties have their headquarters in the city, even though the provincial political capital is Quebec City.

At one time Montreal was the cultural and economic heart of Canada.
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