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Oh, Christ! It is a goodly sight to see
What Heaven hath done for this delicious land:
What fruits of fragrance blush on every tree!
What goodly prospects o’er the hills expand!
But man would mar them with an impious hand:
And when the Almighty lifts his fiercest scourge
’Gainst those who most transgress his high command,
With treble vengeance will his hot shafts urge
Gaul’s locust host, and earth from fellest foemen purge.
George Byron, Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage”

* George Byron, The Complete Poetical Works of Lord Byron, 3 vols (London, George
Routledge and Sons, 1886), Vol. 1, p. 261. This quotation is verse XV from Byron’s epic
Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage.
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War. Painting by Francisco José de Goya y Lucientes.
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Napoleon underestimated the strength of resistance he would encounter in
the Peninsula as the Portuguese and Spaniards had been whipped up into a
fury by the clergy. Engraving by Rouget.
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(1796-1885).

An Allied landing supported by the Royal Navy was the kind of attack Soult

predicted at Porto. The actual assault was quite different. Landing troops in
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General Wellesley observes as his troops cross the River Douro.
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A view of the Douro with the Bishop’s Seminary visible in the background
under the bridge and the Serra Hill on the right. (S. Hadamway)

A view across the river with the modern bridge looking towards the Serra

Hill where Wellesley placed his artillery to cover the attempted crossing.
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Constant skirmishing took place between French light infantry and
Portuguese peasants and militia as Soult retreated through the hills and
mountains.
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Battle of Corunna

Soult garrisons Corunna and marches against Ferrol

Ferrol surrenders to Soult

Elements of Soult’s cavalry reach the Portuguese frontier
Soult unsuccessfully tries to cross the River Minho into
Portugal

Zaragoza falls

Soult’s army reaches Orense

Soult invades Portugal

Spanish defeated at Medellin
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First Battle of Porto (Oporto) Soult storms and occupies the
city

Wellesley resigns as Chief Secretary of Ireland and sails for
Portugal

Archduke Charles invades Bavaria —war between France and
Austria
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Soult commands armies in the Pyrenees (until mid-April
1814)

Battle of the Pyrenees

Austria declares war on France

San Sebastian falls to Wellington

Battle of Leipzig

Treaty of Chaumont

Allies enter Paris

Battle of Toulouse

Napoleon abdicates

Treaty of Fontainebleu

Louis XVIII proclaimed King of France

Wellington created Duke of Wellington

Napoleon reaches Elba

First Treaty of Paris

Wellington appointed Ambassador to the French Court
Congress of Vienna begins

Soult appointed Minister of War

Napoleon escapes from Elba

Napoleon lands at Golfe-Juan

Napoleon enters Paris

Soult appointed major general in /’Armée de Nord
Battles of Ligny and Quatre Bras

Battle of Waterloo

Napoleon’s final abdication

Soult’s officially leaves I’Armée de Nord

Allies enter Paris

Napoleon reaches St Helena
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Execution of Marshal Ney
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Preface

he early campaigns of Sir Arthur Wellesley (soon to be created

Duke of Wellington) usually receive far less attention than his later

exploits during the Peninsular War. This titanic struggle strongly
influenced the outcome of the Napoleonic Wars with the French invading
Portugal no less than three times, hoping to conquer the Portuguese and
drive their British ally into the sea. The Third French Invasion of Portugal,
by forces under Marshal Massena in 1810, usually garners the most scrutiny
from writers and historians, while the first invasion under General Junot in
1807 gains less coverage. Yet in comparison with both of these, the Second
French Invasion of Portugal in 1809 is even more obscure.

Why this should be so is puzzling as this invasion includes numerous
incidents that should be of interest to historians and enthusiasts of this period.
Perhaps the lack of a large battle accompanied by the enormous casualties
typical of the Napoleonic Wars goes some way to explaining this with some
assuming that little can be learned from the campaign as a consequence.
Examination of the invasion and the conflicts fought during the campaign
prove this to be anything but the case. For example, incidents that occurred
during the First Battle of Porto made this an immensely important event in
Portuguese history. Furthermore, Marshal Soult’s invasion was beset with
difficulties including a treacherous conspiracy that appears more akin to
fiction rather than reality, and which fatally undermined his command.

The end of the campaign also witnessed a remarkable river operation that
surprised one side so much that great strategic advantages were gained for
relatively little loss of life when compared with other Napoleonic battles.
Baftlingly, costly victories that gained far less in strategic terms have received
far more attention from historians. The retreat that followed earned the
opposing commander great plaudits and the entire campaign had enormous
political repercussions in Portugal at a time when the population wavered
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between resisting or reluctantly embracing the French cause. In addition
to providing valuable insights into the personalities of Wellesley and Soult
(who both became hugely influential during this period), the outcome of the
second invasion had a great effect on the way in which the Peninsular War
would be fought. Consequently, those studying the Napoleonic Wars should
find this campaign both historically relevant and of great interest.

This title is part of the ‘Wellingon Against’ series and it should be borne
in mind that in May 1809 Sir Arthur Wellesley had not been honoured with
the ducal title by which he is so well known. Nevertheless, he is referred to as
Wellington in the title for its recognitive value and to maintain the spirit of
the series. I am not alone in this as there are many other publications, such as
Jac Weller’s Wellington in India, Charles Grant’s Wellington’s First Campaign in
Portugal and Tan C. Robertson’s Wellington at War in the Peninsular 1808—1814
and others books, that describe events prior to Wellesley gaining his peerage.

In this volume, I have used modern Portuguese spelling in the main
body of the text. Therefore, for example, rather than referring to the city of
Oporto (commonplace in British accounts of the time) the Portuguese Porto
has been used. However, regarding quotations from contemporary works
of the time, the original spellings have been retained as the original writers
intended.

I have made great use of the libraries and archives of my former university
(the University of Leicester) during my research and this has provided
access to many sources that would otherwise have been unavailable to me.
I would particularly like to thank librarian David Charlton of the David
Wilson Library, whose help has extended far beyond what I have a right to
expect. Indeed, he has sought out books and Internet sources that I would
probably never have found but for his assistance. I am profoundly grateful
for his help during the compilation of this book.

Likewise, my old friend Stuart Hadaway has given me access to his
personal library and photographs and once again provided me with helpful
advice and support. As the two founder members of Historians Inc., we have
often collaborated to produce books and other works and travelled far and
wide together in our quest to discover more about the past, visiting sites in
Britain, Portugal, France, Spain, Belgium and Israel among others.
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Having worked as a proofreader in the past, I would like to acknowledge
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Chapter One
Under Threat

etween 1808 and 1809 the outcome of the Napoleonic Wars lay in

the balance and there was great uncertainty throughout Europe as

national leaders pondered over whether to support France, which had
dominated the Continent for nearly a decade, or to oppose her. Napoleon I,
Emperor of France had reached the zenith of his power by 1807 but cracks
were appearing in his First French Empire and his army no longer seemed
invincible.

The Revolutionary Wars during the late eighteenth century had shocked
observers when the French revolutionaries not only successfully defended
their new republic but also turned on the monarchies set against them and
brought the war across the frontiers of France to challenge the old order.
Although the rise of Napoleon and his imperial form of government tempered
revolutionary fanaticism to an extent, warfare continued throughout the
imperial period.

The French army humbled the powers of Austria, Prussia and Russia
in a succession of conflicts that ultimately saw France emerge victorious.
Renouncing his former allies, Tsar Alexander I of Russia signed the Treaty
of Tilsit in July 1807, which saw Napoleon and the tsar dividing much of
Europe between them. France had become incredibly strong with numerous
allied and satellite states supporting her. Yet, this had been accomplished at
great cost with Napoleon coming close to losing the Battle of Eylau in 1807
and only achieving a decisive victory at Friedland a few weeks afterwards
with both sides sustaining horrific casualties.

Great Britain was the only major power still at war with France by the
end of 1807, stubbornly refusing to make peace until the balance of power
was restored. British military efforts to damage French interests had only
enjoyed limited success up to this time, but the Royal Navy dominated the
oceans and, until the French navy could overcome their sea power, Britain
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was secure against invasion. Safe on their island, the British could employ
their impressive financial muscle to support France’s enemies, fermenting
rebellion and giving hope to defeated nations who dreamt of challenging
France once more.

Napoleon’s solution to this dilemma was to introduce his ‘Continental
System’ —a commercial embargo designed to bankrupt Britain by preventing
the British from trading with Europe. The French employed diplomatic
pressure to close Continental ports to British ships with varying degrees
of success since, although the British were unpopular in some quarters,
business with them was commercially lucrative. For example, the Royal
Navy relied upon Russian timber for shipbuilding and the Russian nobility
refused to cancel contracts that yielded great revenue, regardless of what
they thought of their mercantile partners.

Portugal was also reluctant to conform to Napoleon’s wishes. Following
centuries of disputes and conflicts with Spain (their only neighbour on
land), Portuguese trade was heavily reliant on seaborne commerce, which
the Royal Navy could easily disrupt. Furthermore, Portugal was England’s
oldest ally and British and Portuguese merchants had trade agreements
dating back centuries, particularly within the wine industry. Portugal’s best
policy was clearly neutrality and, although politically hostile to former French
revolutionary governments, the Portuguese had remained so except for one
brief conflict in 1801. With their small army they realised they had little hope
of successfully fighting France on land but severing trade links with Britain
could see their coastline blockaded and potentially destroy their economy.

The emperor viewed Portuguese neutrality with a cynical eye due to their
strong links with England and knew that the Royal Navy frequently used
Portuguese ports for supply and refitting. This could result in the British
landing troops if the Portuguese chose to allow it. Furthermore, after the
catastrophic defeat of the combined French and Spanish fleets at Trafalgar in
1805, Napoleon wished to rebuild the French navy so that it could challenge
British naval power. If the Portuguese navy fell into his hands, he would
gain valuable ships of the line to add to his fleet. After all, the British could
only be truly overcome by invading across the Channel, and until the French
navy could challenge the Royal Navy’s supremacy at sea this would never be
possible.
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While the French were busy constructing new ships, it was better to acquire
existing vessels and (even more crucially) experienced crews. Therefore, the
emperor hoped to employ the Portuguese fleet, which comprised eleven
ships of the line, ten frigates and numerous smaller vessels.! The British
had already attacked Copenhagen on 2-7 September 1807 (even though
Denmark was a neutral state) and seized the Danish fleet there to prevent
it falling into French hands. While Britain had strong ties with Portugal,
the government might be prepared to seize their ally’s fleet rather than
risk invasion.

Consequently, Napoleon applied diplomatic pressure to the Portuguese,
demanding that they sever all links with France’s enemy and seize British-
owned assets and property in their country. British diplomats attempted to
convince the Portuguese to remain neutral and implied that Portugal would
face a naval blockade and risk the seizure of their navy should they side with
France. Caught between two superpowers, Prince Regent Dom Jodo and his
government made every effort to placate Napoleon while privately assuring
the British that any war against them would be in name only. Although the
Portuguese agreed to most of Napoleon’s demands, he decided to invade
and occupy their nation nonetheless. On 13 November 1807, General Junot
led a French army into Spain, tasked with capturing Lisbon, securing the
navy and deposing the Braganca royal family. While Junot entered central
Portugal, two Spanish armies would invade simultaneously, marching into
the northern and southern provinces.

Although the Portuguese chose not to resist militarily, Junot encountered
enormous difficulties as a result of the appalling weather, dreadful roads, poor
supplies and the harsh terrain he was forced to march through. LLarge numbers
of men were lost through illness, starvation and exposure to the elements,
rendering the bulk of his army ineffective. Determined to fulfil his promise
to the emperor, Junot reached the capital with a small advanced guard on
30 November. Lisbon capitulated and its fall was accounted a major triumph
in Paris, one source commenting, ‘As everyone knows, Junot took possession of
Lisbon, of the army that was there, and of the entire kingdom, without having
at hand a single trooper, a single gun, or a cartridge that would burn ...’

However, the Prince Regent, his court and many officials set sail from the
capital as Junot’s army approached, taking the fleet with them. Dom Jodo



