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but pair this with another emoji when you
need to keep an eye on something.

For when you're feeling petulant — or you
can match this emoji with basically anything
else to convey your desire to lick it.
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Night and day. If you're going to reference
the moon or the sun, why not choose the
ones with a face?

Typically used to symbolise friendship, this
emoji derives from Japan’s Bunny Woman,
which itself is based on the Playboy Bunny.

For your special day. Unless you have ginger
hair, in which case you are not represented.

It is almost impossible to not to offend
when using this emoji.

Useful if you'd like to call your lover
‘baby’, or if you just think they’re behaving
immaturely.
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My angel! Another good one to send to
your special someone.

‘What's the deal?’

A beefeater emoji! Although obviously
recognisable to Brits, sometimes this
emoji is used to symbolise a ‘sketchy
guy’ in the US.

Ideal for organising a fun night out.

Useful when you're late, or keen to see
someone.

Ooh, fancy!

One of 25 clock faces available in emoji,
this is also used to advertise Apple’s new
watch.

The name of this emoji is ‘snowman
without snow” — so what is it made from?
Handy for denoting that you're freezing.
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Techinically named ‘pouting face’, it is
surely better at conveying anger.

Widely known as ‘sob emoji’ this
is perhaps more useful for insincere
commiseration.

The ‘cold sweat emoji’ can be used to
convey absolute desperation and/or fear.

If you find yourself extremely shocked,
this is a perfect emoji to use — it's loosely
based on Edvard Munch’s famous painting
‘The Scream’.

Ever get blind drunk? This emoji is for the
next morning.

Unclear why we need cat variations of
emoji faces, but probably useful if you're a
cat lady.

When you want to say ‘no’ as emphatically
as possible. It can be paired with @ for
extra effect.
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This emoji is supposed to mean
‘bowing deeply’, but is commonly used to
express gratitude or surprise.

Begging, praying, giving thanks, high-
fiving, worshipping — one of the most
versatile emoji.

Unicode 8.0 included a new set of
same-sex couples, as well as varied skin
tones for commonly used emojis.

The raised fist can be useful when
communicating political messages via
emoji.

Going to the gym, feeling powerful, a vague
threat — the muscled arm can be used in a
variety of contexts.

Need to point something out?

Victory or peace?
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You are about to embark on a journey to the forefront
of human communication in the 21st century: emoji.
Consider yourself an early adopter.

Emoji originated in Japan and, as such, they're tightly
coupled with the country’s traditions, food, and
culture. But since being adopted into Unicode (an
effort to standardize how software interprets and stores
letters and characters) and integrated into smartphones,
they’re now everywhere, used around the world by
young and old alike. Sometimes they communicate
our feelings when text won’t do, other times we use
them to tell stories, and sometimes we just like to test
our friends and family with emoji puzzles.

[ first discovered emoji in late 2008, when using them
required downloading a special Japanese iPhone

app to unlock the emoji-only keyboard. | became
obsessed with writing full sentences in emoji and
sending them to everyone | knew.

[ wondered whether | could write a whole story in
emoji, but then thought it might be more interesting
to translate a book everyone already knew. Pushing
the idea to its limit, | chose Herman Melville’s Moby
Dick, and hired a small army of web workers to
crowdsource the project. In late 2010, | self-published





OEBPS/images/image006.jpg
Emoji Dick, and the book has since taken on a life of
its own —in 2013 it was acquired by the US Library of
Congress as their first emoji-only book, and has been
called everything from a tragedy to a masterpiece.

I’'m now frequently asked whether | consider emoji a
language. That's a hard question to answer and the best
[ usually come up with is ‘Not yet. Which is where
this book comes in. That people are even raising this
question testifies to the fact that emoji are playing an
increasing part of our day to day communication and,
arguably, functioning something like a language.

This book contains some common (and uncommon!)
phrases translated into emoji. And just like any other
spoken language phrasebook or dictionary, these
pages do not (and cannot!) supply the whole possible
range of emoji usage you might encounter, but they’re
a tool you can use.

The Austrian philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein
famously argued that natural language is comprised
of games, where we learn the meaning of words
through their usage and context in life, just like the
way we learn the rules of a game by playing it. | think
that this is an apt way to think of emoji: right now
they may feel like a game, but we're actually using
them to convey complex meaning and nuance.

The rules of this game are just beginning to emerge
and I hope you’ll join me in what is bound to be an
exciting development in the future of communication.
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One of the originals and still one of the

most frequently used emoji, this one works
when you're simply feeling happy.

Currently the most popular emoji on
Twitter, this one is typically used to convey
‘LOL or ‘I'm laughing so hard, I'm crying.’

There’s some confusion about why this face
is both smiling and sweating, but this is the
perfect emoji to use when expressing relief.

For when you're smitten, or just very
grateful.

For when things are
This emoji’s name is ‘confounded face’, but
best used to illustrate complete emotional

disintegration.

A not-so-subtle way of conveying affection.
Useful for arranging second or third dates.
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There are a handful of ways to think about emoji
translation. Here’s a couple of the techniques | used
to make this book:

e Literal translation: Sometimes you find the exact
emoji you need, for example @9 for the movie
Alien, and at other times you need a handful.

e Rebus: When an emoji is used to replace a word
or part of a word. For example, @, + [f] = Friday.

e Visual pun: Using emoji to imply a different
meaning than originally intended. For example:
§ for... well, you can guess.

e Telling the story: sometimes you can take it a bit
further, and play out your intended meaning. So
for ‘break the ice’, I've had the emojis act it out:
A

To make your own emoji translation, get creative!

Don’t worry about verbs or abstract concepts, focus

on clever pairings, use literalness when you can

(e.g. ‘shooting pain’ uses =% to convey the word

‘shooting’), and don't be afraid to use the emoji

with words in them (e.g. o). Finally, have fun and

don't take it too seriously; chances are people will
understand the general gist of what you're trying to say
and you'll get points for being creative regardless.
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