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P R E F A C E 

W H E N D r J. H . P. Pafford r e t i r e d f r o m the p o s i t i o n o f G o l d ­
smi ths ' L i b r a r i a n , U n i v e r s i t y o f L o n d o n , i n the summer o f 1 9 6 7 , 
i t was suggested tha t a v o l u m e o f essays i n his h o n o u r shou ld 
be prepared i n t i m e for his sevent ie th b i r t h d a y , o n 6 M a r c h 
1 9 7 0 . A s D r Pafford has been a p r i m e m o v e r i n the f o r m a t i o n 

o f the S tand ing Conference o f L i b r a r i a n s o f L i b r a r i e s i n the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f L o n d o n , and i t s f i r s t C h a i r m a n , i t was f i t t i n g 
tha t the i n i t i a t i v e should have been t a k e n b y his colleagues i n 
S C O L L U L , and we were for tunate i n p e r s u a d i n g M r A . T a y l o r 
M i l n e , a f r i end o f Jack Pafford f r o m student days at U n i v e r s i t y 
Col lege , to under take the task o f e d i t i n g . I t was n a t u r a l l y 
decided tha t the Festschrift should concentrate o n the t w o p r i n ­
c ipa l interest 's o f Pafford's ca ree r—l ib ra r i ansh ip and l i t e r a t u r e 
— a n d w e are g r e a t l y indebted t o ou r friends and colleagues 
w h o have con t r i bu t ed the essays w h i c h f o l l o w . W e w e l c o m e d 
also the m o r e personal m e m o i r by M r M i l n e , w h i c h g ives a 
g o o d idea o f the influence Pafford has had i n the deve lopment 
o f sound pr inc ip les i n his chosen profession and the i r prac t ica l 
express ion: the p r o p e r t r a i n i n g o f l ib ra r i ans , na t iona l and 
i n t e rna t i ona l co-opera t ion be tween l i b ra r i e s , the adequate p r o ­
v i s i o n o f books to n e w univers i t ies overseas and the choice o f 
p rope r staffs fo r t h e m , and the p l a n n i n g o f his o w n l i b r a r y , 
w h e n he became L i b r a r i a n o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f L o n d o n . 

T h e p o s i t i o n o f the G o l d s m i t h s ' L i b r a r i a n is p r o b a b l y unique 
o n the B r i t i s h l i b r a r y scene, and the a d m i r a t i o n and affection 
w h i c h he has insp i red a m o n g h i s colleagues has had no mean 
influence i n i t se l f on l i b r a r y deve lopment i n our U n i v e r s i t y ; 
his help and advice, d i f f iden t ly proffered, was never sought i n 
va in . 

Side by side w i t h a l l this profess ional w o r k he has main ta ined 
a steady flow o f h i s to r i ca l and l i t e r a r y w r i t i n g , b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n , first-class e d i t i n g and f a i r -minded r e v i e w i n g . T h e 
award o f the degree o f D o c t o r o f L i t e r a t u r e recognized the 
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P R E F A C E 

l e v e l o f his scholarship, and the B i b l i o g r a p h y prepared by M i s s 
H a r r i e s and o ther members o f his L i b r a r y s taf f supplies the 
impress ive evidence o f his publ i shed w o r k . D u r i n g his r e t i r e ­
m e n t f r o m the profession o f l i b r a r i a n w e m a y hope tha t he w i l l 
make fu r the r substant ia l con t r ibu t ions to l e a r n i n g and l i t e r a t u r e 
i n his chosen fields. 

D . J. Foske t t 

Cha i rman , S C O L L U L 
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Dr J. H.P.Pafford 

J A C K I S A W I L T S H I R E M A N , b o r n i n the pleasant v i l l a g e o f 
B r a d f o r d - o n - A v o n o n the s i x t h o f M a r c h i n the year 1 9 0 0 and 
chr is tened John H e n r y Py le Pafford i n the par i sh church. H i s 
parents , John Pafford and Bessie Pyle , m o v e d t o the n e i g h ­
b o u r i n g pa r i sh o f H o l t w h e n Jack was one year o l d and he 
a t tended the v i l l a g e school there f r o m the age o f three u n t i l he 
was t en . H e then became a p u p i l at T r o w b r i d g e H i g h School 
fo r Boys , one o f those sma l l , semi-independent educat ional 
establishments w h i c h are fast d i sappear ing f r o m c o u n t r y t o w n s 
as w e l l as l a r g e r ci t ies . T h o u g h i l l - equ ipped for the g r o w i n g 
special izat ion o f the t w e n t i e t h cen tu ry , they gave an a l l - round 
educat ion, w h i c h was no bad i n t r o d u c t i o n t o adul t l i fe and they 
had the g rea t advantage o f ensur ing personal contact be tween 
the masters , i n c l u d i n g the headmaster, and every b o y i n the 
school. Jack d i d w e l l at T r o w b r i d g e and was p a r t i c u l a r l y 
p r o m i n e n t at games: he p layed for his school at c r icke t and 
f o o t b a l l ; he was also i n the r i f l e - s h o o t i n g and b o x i n g teams. 
I n his last year ( 1 9 1 6 - 1 7 ) he was school-captain. H e was 
already deeply in teres ted i n l i t e r a tu r e and t h o u g h t o f t a k i n g 
up a scholastic career once the G r e a t W a r (as i t was then called) 
was over . W h i l e w a i t i n g to be cal led up fo r na t iona l service he 
became a pupi l - teacher at T r i n i t y Boys E l e m e n t a r y School , 
T r o w b r i d g e . A f t e r his e igh teen th b i r t h d a y he secured enl i s t ­
men t i n the Inns o f C o u r t Officers T r a i n i n g Corps . D u r i n g his 
shor t p e r i o d o f m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g he w o n a s i lver meda l fo r 
b o x i n g and passed ou t w i t h a commiss ion as second l ieu tenant 
i n the W i l t s h i r e R e g i m e n t . T h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r was, howeve r , 
a lmost over , so tha t he saw no active service before b e i n g 
demobbed i n M a r c h 1 9 1 9 . F o r a few months he w e n t back to 
t each ing as an uncert i f icated schoolmaster at W e s t L a v i n g t o n 
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D R J. H . P . P A F F O R D 

E l e m e n t a r y School , bu t i n September 1919 he was a d m i t t e d t o 

U n i v e r s i t y Col lege L o n d o n , w i t h one o f the g ran ts to e x -

service m e n w h i c h were be ing awarded for the first t i m e after 

the 1914-18 w a r . A t U . C . L . Jack was p a r t i c u l a r l y for tuna te i n 

c o m i n g under the influence o f t w o g rea t teachers, W i l l i a m 

Pa ton K e r , and his successor as Q u a i n Professor o f E n g l i s h , 

R a y m o n d W i l s o n Chambers . O f the f o r m e r he w r o t e , m a n y 

years af terwards , ' a l l w h o came t o k n o w h i m came also t o 

esteem and love h i m . N o t least o f these were his students. I n a 

w a y and t o an ex ten t w h i c h mus t be rare i n the e x t r e m e he left 

w i t h t h e m a l a s t i n g and t reasured m e m o r y . ' 1 

T h r o u g h o u t his l i fe Jack Pafford has r emained closely assoc­

ia ted w i t h U n i v e r s i t y Col lege L o n d o n . A f t e r g r a d u a t i n g i n 

June 1922 ( B . A . L o n d o n , w i t h H o n o u r s i n E n g l i s h , Second 

Class U p p e r D i v i s i o n ) he served as an assistant o n the l i b r a r y 

s taf f o f the col lege fo r three years, p r e p a r i n g at the same t i m e 

for the n e w l y - i n s t i t u t e d D i p l o m a i n L i b r a r i a n s h i p o f the U n i ­

v e r s i t y . H e successfully passed the final e x a m i n a t i o n fo r this 

i n the summer o f 1924 and i n due course became a F e l l o w o f the 

L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ion ( 1 9 2 6 ) . M e a n w h i l e he was g a i n i n g exper ­

ience as a v o l u n t a r y l ec tu re r i n E n g l i s h language and l i t e r a tu r e 

at the W o r k i n g M e n ' s Co l l ege , Camden T o w n , and as an 

in s t ruc to r at L o n d o n C o u n t y Counc i l even ing classes. These 

act ive years l ed t o his appo in tmen t i n 1925 as L i b r a r i a n and 

L e c t u r e r i n E n g l i s h at the famous Sel ly Oak Col leges i n 

B i r m i n g h a m . D u r i n g his s ix years there he resided at F i r c r o f t 

Co l l ege , w h e r e he acted as a t u t o r and had the o p p o r t u n i t y to 

s tudy q u i e t l y as w e l l as t o teach. H e found t i m e t o ed i t Bale's 

King John and presented i t i n p a r t i a l r equ i r emen t for the M . A . 

degree o f L o n d o n , finally obta ined after e x a m i n a t i o n i n 1929. 

I t was i n the f o l l o w i n g year tha t he received a t r a v e l l i n g 

f e l lowsh ip f r o m Selly Oak w h i c h enabled h i m t o spend s ix 

weeks v i s i t i n g a n u m b e r o f the major l ib ra r ies o f con t inen ta l 

E u r o p e . I n a manusc r ip t d i a r y he k e p t o f this t o u r 2 detai ls are 

g i v e n o f his consul ta t ions w i t h colleagues interested i n schemes 

for exchange o f i n f o r m a t i o n be tween l ib ra r i es , l e n d i n g books 

and per iodica ls , and o the r forms o f i n t e rna t iona l co l l abo ra t ion 

w h i c h w e r e then o n l y j u s t b e g i n n i n g . I n those p r e - N a z i days 

f ron t ie rs w e r e easier t o cross, and discussions w i t h colleagues 
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could be f rank and unguarded . T h i s h i g h l y - r e w a r d i n g t o u r 
gave h i m the ma te r i a l fo r w h a t is perhaps his mos t substant ia l 
book : Library Co-operation in Europe, w h i c h was publ i shed by 
the L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ion i n 1935 and received a w a r m w e l ­
come f r o m f e l l ow- l i b r a r i ans and f r o m scholars i n genera l . 
Desp i t e the dest ruct ions o f the Second W o r l d W a r and the 
extens ive developments tha t have f o l l o w e d since 1945 i t 
remains a s tandard w o r k o f reference. 

I n 1931 Jack Pafford was appoin ted S u b - L i b r a r i a n o f the 
N a t i o n a l C e n t r a l L i b r a r y i n L o n d o n , then under the d i r e c t i o n 
o f C o l o n e l L u x m o o r e N e w c o m b e , his f o r m e r ch ie f at U n i v e r s i t y 
Co l l ege . F o r the n e x t few years ( 1 9 3 1 - 5 ) he l i v e d at the M a r y 
W a r d Se t t lement ( r ecen t ly renamed the M a r y W a r d Cen t re ) i n 
B l o o m s b u r y , whe re he gave lectures o n E n g l i s h l i t e r a tu r e , and 
also gave assistance w i t h the sma l l l i b r a r y there and w i t h the 
active Boys ' C l u b . H e acted i n the pan tomimes p u t o n each 
Chr i s tmas , on at least one occasion w r i t i n g and p r o d u c i n g the 
annual show himself . I n a d d i t i o n t o his duties at the N a t i o n a l 
C e n t r a l L i b r a r y he was n o w l e c t u r i n g on E n g l i s h i n the School 
o f L i b r a r i a n s h i p at U n i v e r s i t y Col lege and e x a m i n i n g for the 
F e l l o w s h i p o f the L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ion ( 1 9 3 5 - 9 ) . D u r i n g the 
c r i t i c a l year 1938-3 he helped t o evacuate the by n o w con­
siderable equ ipment and col lect ions o f the N a t i o n a l C e n t r a l 
L i b r a r y to Bourne L o d g e , H e m e l Hemps tead , whe re they were 
t o r e m a i n t h r o u g h o u t the Second W o r l d W a r . I n 1938 Jack 
had j o i n e d the reserve o f officers and he was recal led t o the 
W i l t s h i r e R e g i m e n t i n September 1940. T h e dullness o f h e a r i n g 
w h i c h he had begun to experience i n ear ly manhood bar red h i m 
f r o m active service overseas bu t he q u i c k l y rose t o the r a n k o f 
captain and served as a company commander , and for a shor t 
w h i l e as adjutant , at the Reg imen t ' s Headquar ters o n Sal isbury 
P la in . D u r i n g the year 1943-4 he was seconded to Southern 

C o m m a n d staff at B u r f o r d , O x f o r d s h i r e . A s the w a r d r e w to 

i ts close p rob l ems o f p r e p a r i n g m e n and w o m e n i n u n i f o r m 
for the r e t u r n to c i v i l l i fe began to be appreciated and the 

educat ional needs o f the Forces received grea ter a t t en t ion . 
A wise decision p u t Jack Pafford, i n association w i t h Cap ta in 

H . R. M a i n w o o d , A . E . C . , i n charge o f the A r m y Educa t ion 
Scheme for the release p e r i o d . H i s pamph le t Books and Army 
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