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Preface
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When Arthur Young visited the Catalan Pyrenees in 1787, he found hard beds, fleas, rats and mice in the unsatisfactory inns in which he stayed, but, in 1742, George Carleton provided a better indication of some of the pleasures of Spain when he recorded of Madrid:


such variety of delicious fruit, that I must confess I never saw any place comparable to it . . . their rabbits are not so good as ours in England; they have great plenty of partridges, which are larger and finer feathered than ours. They have but little beef in Spain, because there is no grass, but they have plenty of mutton, and exceeding good, because their sheep feed only upon wild potherbs; their pork is delicious, their hogs feeding only upon chestnuts and acorns.



A sub-continent pretending to be a country, Spain, which dominates the Iberian peninsula, pushing Portugal to the margin, is at once an expression of Spanishness and a complex amalgam and interaction of distinctive environments and particular cultures. Its history reflects these tensions, a key theme of which has to be not just the history of Spain and its regions, but also of Spain in the world. Indeed, from Columbus’s first voyage, in 1492, that history was central to Spain’s global impact. Moreover, until the loss of Cuba, the Philippines and Puerto Rico in 1898, Spain’s colonies continued to be very important to its domestic and European position. In addition, as this book will show, the history of Spain was far from inevitable: politics and warriors counted for much.

Spain’s history is all too affected by ‘history wars’, the interaction of the contentiousness of the present with the issues of the past. This is a theme that can be found throughout the book. It is important because it helps explain how the sites that survive are presented and also, to a considerable degree, what sites survive and are accessible. Guidebooks and other material should be read in the light of these ‘history wars’. Far from new, they stretch back over two millennia, and notably influenced how the Roman conquest of Spain was to be treated, including by rivals of the successful generals. More recently, the Muslim conquest, the Christian Reconquista, Habsburg rule in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Bourbon centralisation in the eighteenth, the responses to the French Revolution and Napoleon, the varied iterations of liberalism and conservatism between 1812 and the temporary end of the monarchy in 1931, the background to the 1936–9 civil war and the conflict itself, the Franco years (1939–75), and what came after, have each provided contentious contexts both for history as viewed from then and for subsequent accounts of it.

And so the process will continue. There is scant chance of a depoliticised account of Spanish history. This is not least because of the extent to which Spain has been shaped by its history. For example, the Reconquista helped lead to the conquest of the Americas, and the mining of silver and gold there contributed to economic stagnation in Spain, rather as oil wealth does in the Middle East today.

An invitation to write a brief history of Spain also provides an opportunity to return, thanks to hosts and to those with whom I have travelled there. My lecturing has led to visits to Barcelona, Bilbao, Cartagena, Ciudad Rodrigo, Corunna, the Escorial, Gra nada, Madrid, Malága, Pamplona, Salamanca, San Sébastian, Santiago and Vitoria, and I would like to thank a variety of academics and others who were responsible for these trips and for providing hospitality. I have benefited from the most helpful comments of Simon Barton, Silvia Espelt Bombín, Serg io José Rodríguez González, Enrique García Hernán, Richard Hitchcock, Nicholas Inman, Richard Kagan, Max King, Mark Lawrence, Nick Lipscombe and Heiko Werner Henning on an earlier draft, and share the sorrow of many that Simon, a colleague and friend of many years standing, has since died unexpectedly early. I would like to thank my parents for taking me to Alicante, and to Sarah for holidays in Córdoba, Madrid, Seville a nd northern Spain. This book is dedicated to Taylor Downing in friendship.
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CHAPTER ONE

The Environment
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‘The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain.’ Well no, it does not, but this line, made famous by My Fair Lady (1956) and later ridiculed by comedy duo Flanders and Swann, captures the need to understand the environment of Spain. The phrase does not appear in George Bernard Shaw’s original play, Pygmalion (1913), but was used in the 1938 film of the play and then more famously in the 1956 musical, with lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner. In Spanish, the phrase was translated as ‘La lluvia en Sevilla es una maravilla’ (The rain in Seville is a miracle).

In practice, it is not a case of an environment, but rather of environments, for there are a great number of these and a complex variety for the traveller. This complexity is underplayed due to developments in transport in recent decades, notably the building of impressive high-speed rail links, in particular the 1900 miles (3100 kilometres) of the Alta Velocidad Española (AVE), which links Madrid to Barcelona and Seville, with extensions planned, including from Barcelona to Seville via Valencia and Granada. The first line, that from Madrid to Seville, was opened in 1992. In 2015, it was extended to Cádiz. In 2004, the AVE connected Madrid to Málaga in two and a half hours. Opened in 2008, the line from Madrid to Barcelona via Zaragoza covers the 386 miles (621 kilometres) in a similar length of time. There are AVE connections with France, and the Spanish train industry has a global reputation; train systems are being built elsewhere, for example between Mecca and Medina.

Motorways, now an extensive infrastructure, and internal air services have had the same effect in collapsing space, altering time, and speeding on over the terrain. They are also important economically, ensuring, for example, that in Madrid, far from the coast, it is possible to eat excellent fish that has been landed that morning. Indeed, inhabitants of Madrid will tell you that they have the best fish in Spain.

This, however, is all very recent. Before the use of high explosives from the late nineteenth century, to help tunnelling, Spain was a country defined and divided by its topography. Mountain ranges expanded distance and cut off regions, especially when the problems of terrain were exacerbated by bad weather. Travellers faced many difficulties getting to Spain and travelling within it.

In the first case, it was necessary to cross the Pyrenees, a task exacerbated by winter weather and the spring snow-melt that turned rivers into spate. The mountains rise to 11,168 feet (3404 metres). They have become the basis of a longstanding political boundary that bisects what were previously territories on both sides, notably Aragón and Navarre. Only recently have some of the physical barriers been overcome, for example by the Túnel de Vielha (1948) and the Túnel del Cardí (1984) in the eastern Pyrenees. In the western Pyrenees, the Somport road tunnel between France and Spain was opened in 2003. There are no tunnels in the central Pyrenees.

Travelling by sea was problematic until marine steam engines overcame the commonplace problems of winds (or lack of them), currents and storms. Such problems had been especially notable for voyages across the Bay of Biscay to Atlantic Spain.

Within Spain, Arthur Young in 1787 noted ‘miserable roads’. William Stanhope, en route from Paris to Seville in 1729, complained that it was impossible to travel fast in Spain without going post on horseback, which was uncomfortable, and that, if mules were employed, the traveller had to use the same set for a hundred leagues. The particularism of Navarre and, even more, the Basque Country owes something to their physical separateness, although historically Asturias and Cantabria were more inaccessible. However much reduced by the train, the distance between Madrid and Barcelona is very important to their political antipathy.

Spain is not so much too big to be defined by a single geographical feature, although size is certainly a factor: the country is far larger than England. At 194,980 square miles (505,000 km2), Spain is the fourth largest country in Europe, after Russia, Ukraine and France. It is, rather, that there is no river basin that can provide such a single focus, and certainly none comparable in size to those of the Nile or the Mississippi, the Danube or the Yangtze.

Instead, the dominant feature is a high plateau, the Meseta, which contributes to the average altitude of the country being 2100 feet above sea level. The Meseta covers much of central Spain and is bracketed on most sides by mountain ranges, notably the Cantabrian Mountains to the north-west, the Sierra Morena to the south, and the Cordillera Ibérica to the north-east. Beyond the last two are major river valleys, those of the Guadalquivir and the Ebro, the key rivers for Andalusia and Aragón respectively, and, beyond them, are higher mountain ranges, the Sierra Nevada and the Pyrenees respectively. Between some ranges and the coast are coastal plains, which can swell in size and significance as important rivers, notably the Ebro and the Guadalquivir, make their way to the sea. The rivers Douru (Duero in Spanish) and Tagus reach the sea in Portugal, at Oporto and Lisbon respectively.

The coastal plains are far narrower to the north of the Cantabrian Mountains and to the south of the Sierra Nevada. Views there are framed, if not dominated, by mountains. Essentially, the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, the Portuguese border and the Pyrenees mountains, which provide the frontier with France, end Spain.

The coastlines are very different geologically, and in climactic and agricultural terms. In addition, the Mediterranean is far easier on the whole to sail than the Atlantic. Moreover, there were difficult links between the two, which affected navigation. In particular, a strong westerly current at the entrance to the Mediterranean had an impact on ships trying to row or sail west. This current was in part circumvented by using an undertow along the northern shore. As a result, the Phoenicians were able to sail from the Mediterranean to Gadir (Cádiz).

There are also Spanish possessions beyond the sea, notably the Balearic and Canary Islands, but also the coastal enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla in Morocco. The latter two are Spain’s equivalent of Gibraltar, an enclave in southern Spain that has been ruled by Britain since 1704, although Spanish governments do not accept any equivalence. Spain’s empire elsewhere has gone, but, at one time, it was the greatest empire in the world as measured by size and global range.

Geological variety encourages the major contrasts in climate that reflect Spain’s situation. Castile, the land of the Meseta, has cold winters and very hot and dry summers, creating a somewhat harsh environment for life and agriculture. In contrast, there are areas of Mediterranean climate along that sea, and also the Atlantic world of north-west Spain, Galicia. There are many similarities to Brittany and the West Country of England in Galicia, not least the role of fish in the diet and the extent to which rainfall encourages a wooded cover and dairy production not seen in most of Spain. The drinking of cider rather than wine is also striking.

The central Spain of the Meseta, notably Old (or northern) Castile, most of which is in the basin of the River Douru, focused on agriculture, especially wheat, and had a relatively low population. This was certainly so as compared to the Mediterranean coast where the presence of water could lead to highly populated irrigated areas. Intensively cultivated, the latter produced a range of crops, including citrus fruit and rice. The diversity of Spanish life is at once present in the range of environments: the difficult pastoral and arable life of the Meseta as opposed to the peasants working the fruit-laden huertas (irrigated farmlands) around Valencia, or the life in the cod-fishing communities scattered along the Cantabrian coast.

Yet, there have been fundamental changes due to technology. The muleteers, mentioned in Cervantes’s Don Quixote (1605/1615), and who supplied Madrid with fresh fish, have become lorry drivers. The contrast between the landless braceros (labourers) working the great latifundia (large landholdings) of Andalusia and the peasants working minifundia (small landholdings) in Galicia has been eroded by agricultural mechanisation. The nature of rural life, however, still reflects far more than the machinery used. Environmental considerations remain very important.


FOOD

Food availability and cuisine are closely linked to the environment, but also to the impact of history, notably in terms of particular traditions. Religion is one, although the impact of the Muslim prohibition of pork- and ham is no more. Indeed, pig products are among the highlights of Spanish cuisine, and particularly so with jamón Serrano (Serrano ham) and with the pork- and bean-based casserole, fabada, of Asturias.

Abroad, Spanish food is generally treated as a uniform whole. There are Spanish restaurants, although far fewer than Italian, French, Indian, Chinese or Thai. Moreover, in recent years, there is a style of eating that is to the fore when Spain is discussed, that of tapas. In Spain, this means a small amount of food to go with a drink: a typical tapa is tortilla Española, also known as tortilla de patatas. In Britain, it is typically a restaurant meal in which a large number of small dishes are eaten to provide a number of different tastes.

Treating Spanish food as a uniform whole leads to an underplaying of regional differences. In the space available, it is only possible to offer a few highlights, but the key point is the appeal of pursuing variety, within and between regions, and within Spain as a whole. For example, tomatoes, peppers and paella are particularly noted for the Mediterranean coast. Gazpacho is the sole Spanish soup most foreigners know of, but it is best for the heat of the summer, and there are many other soups, most of which are far more appropriate for the winter, for example lentejas (lentil soup) and sopa de cocido. So also with other courses and types of food.

Wines vary greatly, the sparkling cava of Catalonia being a world away from the dessert wines of Andalusia or the reds of Rioja. They are best drunk at or near source – a marvellous excuse for travel.



The environment provided its own rigours and rhythms for Spain’s history. For example, peasants were affected differently by the economy of proprietary wealth – the system built around rent and poor remuneration for labour in the context of a markedly unequal distribution of land, as well as by government intervention, for example in the shape of war and military service. Nevertheless, the peasants were all dependent on the environment.

In the twenty-first century, it is difficult for a predominantly urban readership to understand a world in which the calamities of environmental mischance were matched by the incessant pressures of trying to scratch a living (a reasonable remark given the nature of the ploughs of the past) in adverse circumstances. Electricity, the internal combustion engine, and selective crop and animal breeding, had not yet conquered the countryside and transformed both agriculture and agrarian life and, indeed, did not do so in much of Spain until the late twentieth century. This contributed greatly to the difficulties of life.

Power was largely limited to human and animal muscles, with milling performed by the aid of wind and water. Furniture, utensils and foodstuffs were basic and rough, while crop and animal breeds were improved only by the watchful care of generations. And everywhere the awful and unpredictable extremes of climate and disease could always lessen or annihilate the prospects of crops, livestock and the humans who depended upon them.

Traditional fiestas often keep alive a sense of the rural life of earlier days. In particular, they mark reliance on the seasons, fertility and the hungry gap of the year.


CHAPTER TWO

Origins to Fall of Rome, –410
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Archaeological work in Spain has expanded greatly in recent decades, producing much of importance, for ancient as well as recent history, in a process that continues. Most of this work is undertaken by Spaniards, but there are also important contributions by non-Spanish scholars. As a consequence, the narrative of Spain’s past is more textured than was the case at the end of Franco’s long rule in 1975.

Early hominids lived in Spain, with finds of Homo antecessor, the archaic Homo sapiens, at a number of sites, notably in the Sierra de Atapuerca, and at Cova Negra and Lezetxiki. It is generally argued that these hominids reached Europe from Africa via the Middle East about 850,000 years ago. Indeed, ease of access from Africa was important to early settlement. They were followed by Neanderthals, and then by Cro-Magnon humans, the origins of modern Homo sapiens. In time, the latter became the sole-surviving human species, with the Neanderthals in Spain dying out about 27,000 BCE. Initially cave-dwellers, the Cro-Magnon humans were able to range widely, using stone and composite tools, not least as weapons, and developed skills accordingly. The later Neolithic period can be approached by visiting the caves at Cueva de los Murciélagos.

Spanish cave paintings are highly impressive, as natural pigments are used with great skill. Animals play a major role. Those in Cueva de la Vieja show men with bows hunting stags; those in Altamira depict bison as well as a wild boar; those in the Cueva de la Pileta near Ronda show panthers, goats and a large fish. This is an aspect of Spanish history that should not be forgotten, and these sites should not be omitted from tourist itineraries.

The ice ages provided major issues of adaptation, as the climate cooled, but the subsequent rise in the temperature saw more benign environments for plants and, in part as a result, for animal life. Humans benefited and the population rose. Larger mammals were badly affected by climate change and also hunted to extinction. Cereal cultivation spread, with the domestication of wild crops and their propagation, as did sheep and goat herding.

As a consequence, hunter-gathering was replaced by more sedentary lifestyles. Villages that were inhabited year-round were established, for example at Coveta de l’Or and Cueva de Nerja in the sixth millennium BCE. Such settlements saw the development of craft skills and trade, and had the manpower for establishing and maintaining irrigation systems. Social activities including rituals are increasingly evident in the archaeological record.

During the Copper Age (4500–2500 BCE), southern Spain was an important area of copper working. This produced prosperity in the form of the rich grave goods in elaborate tombs that suggest social stratification. Cereal cultivation increased. Important archaeological sites from the period include Los Millares near Almería. The site can be visited and it is possible to see the remains of walls and houses, as well as reconstructions of domed graves. Pottery from the site (and others) can be appreciated in the modernistic Museo Arqueológico in Almería. The extensive Museo Arqueológico Nacional in Madrid provides an impressive chronological cross-section, with the great majority of material coming from within Spain, including four-thousand-year-old pottery bowls found near Madrid. The museum is well worth the time for visitors to the capital.

The Bronze Age (2300–1500) saw tin come to the fore as it was crucial for the manufacture of bronze. Like copper, tin was found in Spain. Trade was enhanced as a result; there were valuable products to export and, with the resulting income, imports could be obtained. Meanwhile, as the population rose, there was an expansion of settlement. Major sites from the period include Cerro de Real and Cortes de Navarra. The three dolmens near Antequera are imposing. A Bronze Age settlement on the site of what became Córdoba traded on copper and silver from the nearby Sierra Morena. Stone monuments from the Bronze Age can also be found in the Balearic Islands.

Bronze Age cultures also left evidence of conflict, notably in the shape of weapons and fortifications, as at El Argar. The Bronze Age of south-eastern Spain was characterised by hilltop, stone-built settlements. Archaeological research has provided evidence of fortifications, for example at the site of La Bastida where, in 2012–13, masonry walls were discovered, which in part flanked an entrance passage, along with five solid square protruding towers resting on carefully prepared foundations to prevent sliding down the steep hill, a considerable feat. The close-backed towers provided an opportunity to throw objects, while the main entrance was protected by special defensive design measures that would have exposed attackers.

There was also a water cistern. While that was necessary for settlements, whether fortified or not, the presence of cisterns made it easier for defenders to sustain a blockade, and thus could encourage attackers to mount an assault.

Earlier fortified precincts in Iberia survive from c. 3000 BCE, in the Copper Age, usually with concentric walls to protect successive walled precincts, and an emphasis on defensive archery through loopholes in the walls. In contrast, in La Bastida, a centre of power, the location was in a mountain environment, and the settlement was probably more clearly military in purpose, with the emphasis apparently on close combat. It is unclear how far this different style of fortification, notably the solid square towers, reflects diffusion from the eastern Mediterranean where there are earlier examples.

There are still many stone-built settlements in the hills, notably the so-called ‘white villages’. The defensive character of these sites is readily apparent, not least in terms of visibility over valley routes into the hills, thus also providing warning against raiders, as well as in having only one entrance. This pattern continued with medieval Spanish villages such as Pedraza de la Sierra. Issues of visibility, surveillance and sightlines are all significant in terms of fortification, this being the case at every level and for all types. These issues help explain both the location of particular fortifications and the response to the possibilities and problems of the site. With reference to Julius Caesar’s campaigns against Pompey’s sons in Spain in 45 BCE, a Roman writer noted:


The hilly type of country by no means unsuitable for the fortification of camps. In fact, practically the whole region of Further Spain, fertile as it is and correspondingly well watered, makes a siege a fruitless and difficult task. Here too, in view of the constant sallies of the natives, all places which are remote from towns are firmly held by towers and fortifications, as in Africa, roofed over with rough-cast, not tiles. Moreover, they have watch-towers in them . . . A large proportion of the towns are established in naturally elevated positions, with the result that the approach to them, involving as it does a simultaneous climb, proves a difficult task.



Fortified settlements were often located on hillsides so as to provide warning of raiders. This was especially the case to warn of raiders approaching from the sea, a pattern that was to be seen in southern Spain until the threat of North African Islamic raiders ended in the nineteenth century. Hilltop watchtowers were also built in coastal positions such as Castell de Ferro, a tower that may have Phoenician origins alongside its Arab features, on Spain’s Mediterranean coast.

In turn, the Iron Age saw the development of strong maritime links in the form of Phoenician merchants who established their first base at Gadir (Cádiz), probably in about 800 BCE, and then founded settlements further east, including Malaka (Málaga), as far as Villaricos near Almería. The Phoenicians certainly got as far north as Galicia. The precious metals of Spain, particularly copper, tin, gold and silver, were their goal and well worth the journey. In return, the Phoenicians brought Mediterranean goods, such as wine and textiles. Thanks to minerals, Spain was very much integrated into a broader Mediterranean economy.

From the Greek settlement at Marseille in modern France, Greek merchants also played a role, notably in north-east Spain. Greek remains can be seen there at Empúries. The Greeks also reached as far as Andalusia. Trade became the means for technological and cultural transmission, including writing.

Within Spain, given the geography and the size, there was no one dominant state, a situation also seen in France and the British Isles. Tribal kingdoms were to the fore. There were also different cultural groups, although there was probably much overlap between these groups. An Iberian civilisation has been counterpointed with distinctive Celtic and Basque groups in northern Spain, and with a Celtiberian culture in north-eastern Spain. Alongside these differences between cultural groups, which are certainly apparent, it is important also to note the many difficulties involved in classification and in its application. There are, for example, many issues posed by the contrast between distinctiveness and overlap. Changes across time also entail questions about causation.

These cultures have left some remains, as with the Bulls of Guisando, figures carved out of granite that can be seen west of Madrid at San Martín de Valdeiglesias. Comparable figures are found across the province of Ávila. The archaeological museum in Seville holds gold jewellery from the Tartessos civilisation, the core area of which was around Huelva. This civilisation was active in the seventh to sixth centuries BCE and had links with the Phoenicians.

The nature of the available archaeological and, even more, written records direct attention to external links and foreign intervention in Spain, which can lead to a serious underplaying of indigenous developments. Phoenician influences came to be directed by Carthage, a Phoenician colony near modern Tunis, rather than more distant Phoenicia (modern Lebanon). Following defeat by Rome in the First Punic War (264–241 BCE), a struggle essentially for control of Sicily, and one that left Rome in control of Sicily and Sardinia, Carthage began to expand its power in southern and eastern Spain. This expansion, which included the industrialisation of mineral production, led to growing tension with Rome and in 218 BCE war began as Rome decided to oppose future expansion. Control over Saguntum (Sagunto), which the Carthaginian general Hannibal had captured in 218 BCE despite Roman protests, sparked the Second Punic War. Saguntum, where the men sortied out to their death while the rest of the population committed suicide, survives, with the ruins of the citadel reflecting the separate historical stages of control over the site.

The Second Punic War was principally waged in Italy and Spain, from which Hannibal marched across southern France to invade Italy in 218 BCE. The Romans responded by launching an attempt to conquer Carthaginian Spain. They also sought its mineral wealth. Scipio captured Carthago Nova (Cartagena) in 209 BCE. The historian Polybius later reported that Scipio ‘told the working men that for the time being they were public slaves of Rome, but if they showed goodwill and industry in their several crafts he promised them freedom upon the war against Carthage terminating successfully’. The strongest of the prisoners became galley slaves on the same basis.

Scipio pressed on to defeat the Carthaginians at Baecula (208 BCE) and Ilipa (206 BCE). These victories gave the Romans control of the fertile Guadalquivir valley, the major agricultural area in Spain. Captured in 206 BCE, Gadir became Gades.

The knockout blow was delivered by Scipio at Zama in North Africa in 202 BCE. In the resulting peace settlement, Carthage was forced to cede its Spanish territories to Rome, including its claims to the Balearic Islands, although the Romans only finally subjugated the latter in 123 BCE. Meanwhile, the new gains from Carthage had been organised in 197 BCE as two provinces: Hispania Citerior and Hispania Ulterior.


THE BALEARIC ISLANDS: A DIFFERENT HISTORY

A devolved province of Spain that covers 1 per cent of its land area and in 2016, with 1,107,220 people, had 2.3 per cent of its population. The early history of the islands is unclear but there are legends of Greek origins. The Bronze Age has left a large number of stone monuments, notably on Menorca (Minorca), for example at Naveta d’Es Tudons. Their function is unclear, but it is believed that many were linked to funeral rites. The Museo de Menorca in Maó (Mahón) is of interest for this culture. The Phoenicians ran the islands, and the art they left can be seen in the archaeological museum of Ibiza and the museum there for the Puig des Molins necropolis, which includes Phoenician funerary chambers and a bust of the goddess Tanit. The Balearics passed, after the fall of the Phoenician colony of Carthage, into the Roman sphere, although the Roman conquest did not occur until 123 BCE. The Romans recruited men from the islands to fight with slings. Conquered by the Vandals in the 460s, and the Byzantines in the 530s, the islands submitted to a Muslim fleet in 707, but were sacked by Vikings in the mid-ninth century. The use of the islands for piracy led the Emirate of Córdoba to take direct control in 902. An independent ta’ifa (kingdom) from 1050, the islands were contested by the Almoravids and Almohads in the twelfth century, and an Italian-Catalan crusade of 1113–15 had scant impact. In 1229–35, however, Aragónese forces conquered the islands. In the aftermath, churches were built, for example the cathedrals at Ibiza and Palma and the monastery of Nuestra Señora de Llue on Mallorca. On Mallorca (to the English, Majorca), there is a variety of architectural styles in the capital, Palma, but relatively few Muslim remains.



ROMAN CONQUESTS

The conquests organised in 197 BCE still left much of Spain, more particularly the Meseta, the north and the west, each extensive regions, outside Roman hands. Moreover, these areas were further from the Mediterranean and thus less exposed to Roman forces moved by sea, as Scipio’s had been in 209 BCE. There was also a major difference between overthrowing another ‘foreign imperial presence’, in the shape of Carthage, and subjugating the interior. The former was more vulnerable to attack and more focused on cities, notably ports, that could be besieged. The targets in the remainder of Spain were far more diffuse.

These points help explain the length of time it took the Romans to conquer Spain, but there were more significant issues. In particular, alternative commitments came to the fore, underlining the extent to which it is always necessary to approach a nation’s history in a broader context. Having defeated Carthage, Rome was drawn into a series of wars with Macedon that left her in control of Greece, but that absorbed much of her energy through to 148 BCE. There were also other major struggles, including war with the Seleucid king Antiochus in 192–189 BCE, as well as the Third Punic War (149–146 BCE).

Nevertheless, gains were made in this period in Spain, and it was followed, in 139–133 BCE, by the successful conquest of much of Spain, including of the tribes the Romans termed the Lusitani, the Gallaeci and the Vaccaei; although there was firm resistance, for example, in 147–139 BCE by Viriathus, the leader of the Lusitani. (There is a somewhat unimpressive statue of him at Zamora, the flag of that province honours his victories and a 2010–12 television series, Hispania: La Leyenda, also focused on him.) Meanwhile, settlements were established by the Romans in areas under control, as at Corduba (Córdoba) in 152 BCE.


THE SIEGE OF NUMANTIA, 134–133 BCE

Numantia was a Celtiberian Iron Age hill fort, controlling a crossing of the River Douru, north of the modern city of Soria in Castile. The Celtiberians of Numantia repelled a Roman siege in 153 BCE and continued to be defiant, defeating a Roman army in 137. Besieged for thirteen months by Scipio Aemilianus in 134–133 BCE, the Numantians refused to surrender despite famine, and most committed suicide. Celebrated in later Spanish culture as an instance of bravery until death, notably in Cervantes’s well-received play El cerco de Numancia (c. 1582 CE, published 1585), which presents the triumphant destiny of Spain as rising out of the ashes of Numantia. In this play, true love is counterpointed with Roman lust, and collective self-sacrifice is seen as heroic. The city was rebuilt by the Romans. The ruins were identified in 1860 and declared a national monument in 1882. Pottery from Numantia can be seen in the Museo Numantino in Soria.



Then, there was a major period, for Rome, of focus on other foes and possibilities, as well as on the exigencies of domestic conflict. The civil wars involved fighting between Romans in Spain as well as Italy, for example the Sertorian War of 80–72 BCE, in which Quintus Sertorius received support from local Spanish tribes. Order in Spain was finally restored by Pompey the Great, only for there to be fresh fighting in the war between him and Julius Caesar. After Pompey was killed in 46 BCE, his sons continued resistance in Spain, raising an army of three legions and taking control of almost all Hispania Ulterior, notably Corduba. Caesar rapidly advanced from Italy in late 46 BCE and after initial successes fought a major battle at Munda, probably near La Lantejuela in Andalusia, crushing his opponents. Corduba then surrendered. The city of Munda was then besieged:


Shields and javelins taken from among the enemy’s weapons were placed to serve as a palisade, dead bodies as a rampart; on top, impaled on sword points, several human heads were ranged in a row all facing the town, the object being not merely to enclose the enemy by a palisade, but to afford him an awe-inspiring spectacle by displaying before him the evidence of valour.



It surrendered.

Aside from the conflicts between Romans, north-west Spain was not brought under full control until 17 BCE. The strength of the resistance frequently impressed Roman commentators. This proved a way to praise their own successes, but was also an accurate description of the situation. In the nineteenth century, this resistance attracted interest from nationalist commentators and artists engaged with the idea of an exemplary pre-Roman national origin. Alongside the strength of the resistance came the many challenges posed by the environment, notably those of operating in the mountains, of the climate and of logistical support.

In the nineteenth century, those seeking an exemplary national pedigree could look back to the resistance to the Romans. It was relatively uncommon to cite this, however, because of a preference for claiming a Roman legacy and for focusing not on the resistance to the Romans, but, instead, on the eventually successful medieval resistance to the Muslims. The latter resistance could be presented as having an exemplary Christian character.

ROMAN SPAIN

By the time of the final defeat of the Cantabrian tribes, Spain was a major part of the Roman economy. The key elements were metals and Andalusian agriculture. The former included gold, tin and copper, and brought great wealth to the imperial treasury. Recent excavations have much expanded our knowledge of Roman production. In 2014, major gold mines from the first century BCE were found in Las Médulas in north-west Spain. It has been suggested that this was the largest mining gold pit of the Roman world, and was one in which hydraulic systems were used to bring high-pressure water to the site for processing. In 2017, archaeologists excavating the city of Munigua in southern Spain found a large mining operation for copper and iron using ventilated underground galleries, so that the miners would be able to go even deeper in pursuit of the deposits. The mines had been in use earlier, notably by the Carthaginians, but the Romans greatly increased production there. Recent excavations have also provided evidence of a large fourth-century CE Roman palace in Córdoba.

Andalusian agriculture specialised in wine and olive oil, with Córdoba famous for the latter. Other significant imports from Spain included garum, the fermented fish sauce the Romans used as a flavouring, wool and horses. Remains of the workshops that produced garum can be seen in the ruins of Baelo Claudia north-west of Tarifa and in the basement of the Museo Picasso Málaga. The ruins also include the remains of a basilica, a forum and a theatre, while the basement of the Museo Picasso includes remains of the Phoenician fortifications.

The significance of Spanish production to the wider Roman economy meant that Spain’s infrastructure became even more important. Roads had been built by the Romans originally in order to exert power and authority, notably to move troops for conquest and counter-insurgency. These roads crisscrossed the peninsula, and their junctions became significant settlements, notably Emerita Augusta (Mérida), where the theatre, amphitheatre and temple of Diana survive. In turn, the cities became crucial to the economy, and in particular to the movement of goods to ports from which goods were exported to Rome, especially Tarraco (Tarragona), Carthage Nova, Sexi (Almunécar), Malaca (Málaga), and Gades, the last the key port for Andalusia. Built in the second century, the Torré de Hércules in Corunna is the oldest still-functioning lighthouse, and the view into the ocean from the windy site is most impressive. Goods such as olive oil, wine and garum were exported from Spain not only to Italy, but also elsewhere in the empire, including to Britain.


GADES

The prosperity of the port increased greatly under the Romans. Julius Caesar gave the inhabitants Roman citizenship in 49 BCE and Augustus’s census revealed considerable wealth, which essentially stemmed from trade and from the ownership of agricultural land. The Romans, who brought fresh water by means of an aqueduct, maintained the Phoenician temple to Melqart, whom the Romans conflated with Hercules. Somewhat differently, the girls of Gades were exported to Rome where they were prized for their expertise in dancing and singing. The port was destroyed by Visigothic invaders in the fifth century.



Major cities served as provincial capitals. Corduba (Córdoba) for Baetica, the province of Andalusia and southern Extremadura, Emerita Augusta for Lusitania (Portugal and the western Meseta) and Tarraco for Tarraconensis, the province covering the bulk of the peninsula. Some cities were onetime military bases, notably Legi (León) and Asturica (Astorga). Moreover, a legion headquarters continued to be located in north-west Spain, a testimony to the importance of its gold and silver mines. There was no city on the site of what became Madrid, although the search for an exemplary history ensured that, after it became the capital in 1561, it was provided with supposed descent from a city called Mantua Carpetana, which was a fiction.

Buildings focused on the cities, as with the forum and amphitheatre at Corduba, but were not only seen there. Aqueducts and bridges were key parts of the infrastructure of the Roman world. The aqueducts provided large quantities of water to the cities and that at Segovia, built in the first century CE to bring water from the River Acebeda in the Sierra de Fuenfría, still operates. It has two tiers of arches and is 388 feet long. Near Tarragona, it is possible to see the two-tier aqueduct that supplied Tarraco. In modern-day Córdoba, walkers can cross the Puente Romano, the bridge built across the River Guadalquivir under the Romans. It was subsequently repaired by the Muslims. Also in Córdoba, there is the reconstructed Temple Romano. At Alcántara, the bridge over the Tagus is largely restored, but the dramatic central arch is Roman. The Roman bridges at Mérida survive, although only a few arches of the two aqueducts. At Salamanca, the Puente Romano crosses the River Tormes. At Tarragona, it is possible to visit the remains of the circus, the forum and an impressive amphitheatre.

The cities were the forcing houses of Romanisation; the centres of government and of Roman religious cults; and the locations to which the wealth generated in the countryside was transferred, notably through taxes, rents and expenditure. Landowners tended to live in the cities, where Roman dress and the Latin language were adopted. Romanisation was much weaker in areas that were mountainous and/or remote from cities, and where the economy was more a matter of subsistence and/or pastoral agriculture. It was these areas that particularly attracted the settlement of the ‘barbarian’ invaders who succeeded Rome.

Thus, there was an important environmental, cultural and geographical tension, with the south and the east looking to Rome to a degree that other areas in Spain only did if those areas focused on mineral production. This tension was to play a role in the Byzantine (Eastern Roman) reconquest of parts of eastern and southern Spain in the sixth century. Thereafter, however, this region was to divide, with southern Spain looking from the thirteenth century to Castile, while the east became part of Aragón. Geography might appear to make such developments inevitable, but, for geography to pass into geopolitics, it needs humans upon which to act, and human agency plays a large part in this process: there is little that is inevitable.


ITÁLICA

One of the best places for Roman remains is at Itálica, about 5 miles (8 kilometres) north-west of Seville. Founded by Scipio in 206 BCE to settle veterans and to control the Gualalquivir valley, and built onto a native Iberian town, it was the birthplace of the Emperors Trajan and Hadrian. There remains an impressive and large amphitheatre able to seat twenty-five thousand people, which shows the size and significance of the city, as well as the role of imperial favour, as this was one of the largest amphitheatres in the empire. Houses whose ruins contain mosaics can also be visited. It remained a city under the Visigoths in the sixth century, but then passed into ruin. Excavations began in the 1820s, but in recent decades have been more significant.



STRAINS

The Roman Empire reached its greatest extent when ruled by the Spaniards, or rather Romans born in Spain, Trajan (r. 98–117 CE) and his protégé, Hadrian (r. 117–38 CE). This rule reflected the contribution of what became Spain to the empire, a contribution also seen in military manpower; and indeed Trajan and Hadrian rose to power because of this. This contribution was also seen in other spheres, for example with writers, notably Lucan and Seneca.

Spain was affected by the more general developments of the empire, ranging from politics to the spread of disease. These developments included the spread of new religions. Mithras was worshipped, notably in Emerita Augusta. Judaism spread. This was as a consequence of the diaspora that followed the suppression of the revolt in Palestine in 132 CE, a diaspora that resulted in Jewish communities in Tarraco, Toletum, Emerita Augusta, Corduba and Gades. Judaism also spread in the new and very different form of Christianity, which was able to spread without ethnic limits.

Persecution provided Christianity with martyrs. Thus, in about 304, St Vincent, a deacon of the church of Zaragoza, and his sisters were martyred under the Emperor Diocletian, as was St Cucufas. Although martyred in Rome in 258, St Lawrence was born in Spain, probably in Valencia.

By c. 300 there were about twenty bishops in Spain and, in 312, Christianity became the official religion of the empire. It diffused rapidly and left a major imprint in the cities of the later empire. Tarraco (Tarragona) became the primatial see of the Spanish church, a position it held until taken by Toledo in the eleventh century.

These cities were also heavily fortified in the late third and fourth centuries in response to attacks from ‘barbarians’. At Lugo in Galicia, it is possible to walk along the well-preserved walls, which are in part the original third-century Roman ones. Every year, Arde Lucus, a Roman festival, is celebrated at Lugo.

For Roman Spain, ‘barbarian’ attacks had begun in the 170s, with raids by Berber tribesmen from north-west Africa. Allowing for the currents, the sea passage from there to Spain was not only short but also relatively easy to make. The situation became much more serious in the 260s. The protection offered by the frontiers, and by the intervening Roman control of Gaul (France), could not stop Germanic war-bands from crossing the Pyrenees and sacking Tarraco.

There was also political, fiscal and economic instability within the empire itself, and Spain briefly became part of a rebel empire, based in Gaul, under Postumus. Aurelian (r. 270–5) reunited the Roman Empire, however, and brought a measure of revival.

To strengthen the administration, Diocletian (r. 284–305) redrew provincial boundaries and introduced a system of joint rule that saw Spain linked with Italy and North Africa. This, however, did not provide lasting stability, and, instead, looked towards the lasting division of the Eastern and Western Empires in 395. Spain was part of the more vulnerable West, and, in 409, was invaded by a Germanic confederacy of Alans, Suevi and Vandals. Roman influence continued but it had been fatally weakened, and, as with England, political and military links with Rome were sundered in the 410s.


THE SUEVI

This was a group of Germanic tribes, earlier defeated by Julius Caesar, some of whom, after the invasion of 409, settled in Galicia. They swore fealty to the Western Emperor Honorius (r. 393–423) and created a sub-Roman kingdom from 410 to 584. The extent of their territories was restricted by the expansionist Visigoths in the 450s, and the Suevi then were affected by division. They converted to Christianity in the fifth century, and merged with both the Visigoths and the local population.



The legacy of Rome, however, was very important.
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