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Introduction

This student book gives you the chance to practise all the skills you will need for the new Eduqas GCSE in English Language. For the new GCSE you will need to take two exams, called Component One and Component Two.

The exams


•  Component One is also called 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing. For this you will need to answer questions about an extract (of about 60–100 lines) of literature from the 20th century and also complete a creative writing task from a selection of four titles. This exam lasts for one hour and 45 minutes.

•  Component Two is also called 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing. In this exam you will need to answer questions about two extracts, totalling about 900–1200 words, of high quality non-fiction writing from the 19th and 21st centuries. You will also need to complete two transactional/persuasive writing tasks. This exam lasts for two hours.



This book takes you through every one of the skills that are being assessed in this GCSE and shows you how to improve and become more confident in using them so that you can do as well as possible in the exams. There are lots of interesting and exciting texts to read and tips to follow, as well as easy to follow stages in each section so that you can become exam ready.

There are some challenges to meet as you work through the skills tested in these exams. For instance you will need to use Subject terminology when talking about language use (AO2) and this is introduced through a series of activities that focus on appropriate use of terms in helpful, developmental stages.

Please remember

None of the activities in this book are actual exam questions but they all focus on the skills assessed in the two components of the Eduqas English Language exams. None of the approaches suggested in this book, such as Point, Evidence, Explanation are recommended by Eduqas as the only way of setting about particular tasks but are offered here as various ways to help you meet the demands of the examinations.

As well as learning how to complete the various tasks in the exams you will also be encouraged to mark your own work and sample answers so that you can see what is needed for success. The Marking grids used for the activities are not meant to represent the full sets of marking criteria available in the Sample Assessment Materials from Eduqas but are there to give you the chance to assess your own work against the skills required under each AO.


Acknowledgements

p. 1 from ‘Winter Sports around the UK’ from The Guardian (The Guardian, 11th January 2014), copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd 2014, reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 3 Lewis Clarke: from ‘British teenager breaks South Pole Record’ from Youngest-To-SouthPole (https://youngesttosouthpole.wordpress.com, 19th January 2014); p. 5 David Harrison: from ‘Ben Fogle reveals moment he faced death ‘ from The Telegraph (The Telegraph, 24th January 2009), reproduced by permission of Telegraph Media Group; p. 7 from ‘The Wonderful Games’ (WJEC, date unknown); p. 11 Joe Wade: from ‘Why I pray for Glasto hell’ from Don’t Panic (Don’t Panic London, 24th June 2011), reproduced by permission of the publisher, www.dontpaniclondon.com; pp. 12–13 Charlotte Bronte: from a letter to Ellen, (October 29th, 1848); pp. 13–14 Dave Boling: from Guernica (Picador, 2009), reproduced with permission of the publisher; pp. 15–16 Rowenna Davis: from ‘The left’s opposition to badger culls ignores the plight of our farmers’ from New Statesman (New Statesman, 19th October 2012) reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 20 from ‘‘Handbag’ dogs- Why you should never see your pet as a fashion accessory’ (Pets4Homes, 2014), (c) Pets4Homes.co.uk. Reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 21 from ‘The Prize Pugs of America and England’ (1891); p. 23 from ‘Puppy Farming’ (The Kennel Club, 2014), www.thekennelclub.org.uk; p. 23 from Lord Erskine’s speech on preventing malicious and wanton cruelty to animals (1809); p. 27 Lord Byron: from a journal of the conversations of Lord Byron, ed. T. Medwin (1821); p. 35 Juliette Garside: from ‘Ofcom: six-year-olds understand digital technology better than adults’ from The Guardian (The Guardian, 7th August 2014), copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd 2014; p. 37 Rachael Misstear: from ‘Watch the amazing sight of 1,000 dolphins swimming together off the Pembrokeshire coast’ from Wales Online (Wales Online, 30th September 2014), reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 40 Gloria Chan: from ‘Cardboard dreams: a day with an elderly Hong Kong woman who must scavenge to survive’ from South China Morning Post (South China Morning Post, 27th October 2014), reproduced by permission of the publisher; pp. 43–44 Alexander McCall Smith: from Tears Of The Giraffe (No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency) (Abacus, 2003); p. 44 David Lodge: from Nice Work (Secker, 2011), reproduced by permission of The Random House Group Ltd.; pp. 45–46 William Trevor: from ‘Broken Homes’ from William Trevor: The Collected Stories (Penguin, 2003); pp. 47–48 Nick Hornby: from About a Boy (Penguin, 2002); pp. 48–49 Bill Bryson: from ‘Junk Food Heaven’ from Notes from a Big Country (Black Swan, 1999), reproduced by permission of The Random House Group Ltd.; p. 52 George Orwell: from The Road to Wigan Pier (Penguin Classics, 2001); p. 53 from ‘Boxing…The Facts’ (British Boxing Board of Control, 2015), reproduced by permission of the publisher; pp. 56–57 Peter Baumgartner: from ‘Canada: At home with Polar bears ‘ from The Independent (The Independent, 1st December 2001); p. 58 Anne Johnson: from ‘Going the distance’ from The Guardian (The Guardian, 6th April 2004), copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd 2004, reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 62 Peter Scudamore: from ‘I love the Grand National - but this was agonising to watch’ from The Daily Mail (The Daily Mail, 12th April 2011); p. 62 Richard Girling: from ‘The rise of the urban seagull’ from The Sunday Times (The Sunday Times, 4th January 2009); p. 63 Charles Starmer-Smith: from ‘Cycling in Britain: Re-inventing the wheel’ from The Telegraph (The Telegraph, 16th April 2010), reproduced by permission of Telegraph Media Group; pp. 67–68 Roy Hattersley: from ‘The Lasting Resort’ (WJEC, date unknown); p. 69 Lucie Morris: from ‘The Sunshine Isle Where Teenage Tearaways Are Sent to Learn a Lesson’ from The Daily Mail (The Daily Mail, 23rd October); p. 72 from ‘Do Something Amazing Today’ (National Blood Service, 2015), www.blood.co.uk; p. 73 Alan Paton: from Tales of a Troubled Land (Scribner, 1996); pp. 75,132 Bill Bryson: from Notes from a Small Island (Black Swan, 1996), reproduced by permission of The Random House Group Ltd.; p. 76 Arthur C. Clarke: from The Collected Stories of Arthur C. Clarke (Gollancz, 2001); pp. 79–80 Petronella Wyatt: ‘The fastest lady on two wheels!’ from The Daily Mail (The Daily Mail, 8th May 2007); p. 82 Kate Atkinson: from Behind the Scenes at the Museum (Black Swan, 1996), reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 86 Bill Bryson: from Neither Here, Nor There: Travels in Europe (Secker, 1998), reproduced by permission of The Random House Group Ltd.; p. 86 from a review of the short film ‘Danny MacAskill: The Ridge’ (Cut Media, 2nd October 2014); p. 88 Bill Bryson: from A Walk in the Woods (Doubleday, 1998), reproduced by permission of The Random House Group Ltd.; p. 88 Emily Thornwell: from ‘The Lady’s Guide to Perfect Gentility’ (1856); p. 90 Steve Doughty: from ‘’Young people are sloppy and don’t dress or talk properly’: Ofsted boss claims teenagers are not taught the right skills for surviving in the world of work’ from The Daily Mail (The Daily Mail, 10th September 2014); p. 90 from ‘How to combine elegance, style and economy’ (1856); p. 92 from ‘Day of surgery’ from Our patients gastric bypass diary (St Anthony’s. The Surrey Weight Loss Surgery Centre, 2015); p. 92 F. Burney: from ‘The Paris Review: Medical Literature’ (1811); p. 94 Christopher Hart: from ‘Genius or Hype?’ from The Daily Mail (The Daily Mail, 27th June 2009); p. 95 Christopher McDougall: from ‘The painful truth about trainers: Are running shoes a waste of money?’ from The Daily Mail (The Daily Mail, 15th April 2009); p. 96 from ‘Attire for the female cyclist’ (New York Magazine, 1895); pp. 98–99 William Blaikie: from How to get strong and how to stay so (1883); pp. 99–100 Rebecca Armstrong: from ‘Silver sprinters: defying-age athletes’ from The Independent (The Independent, 20th November 2007), reproduced by permission of the publisher; pp. 108–109 Fay Schlesinger and Maysa Rawi: from ‘First the Great Unveiling… and then a collective gasp: With a plunging neckline and lots of lace, the gown was a timeless triumph’ from The Daily Mail (The Daily Mail, 29th April 2011); p. 109 from ‘Our Queen: a sketch of the life and times of Victoria, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland’ (1883); p. 112 from instructions for the board game ‘The Game of the District Messenger Boy’ (1886); p. 112 from a description of ‘Trivial Pursuit’ (Hasbro, date unknown); p. 113 Matt Cunningham: from ‘10 Reasons People Start Smoking’ from How Stuff Works (How Stuff Works, 2015); p. 113 Rev. Benjamin Lane: from ‘The Mysteries of Tobacco’ (1845); p. 115 E. Ferrero: from ‘The Art of Dancing’ (1859); p. 116 Jack Spencer: from ‘10 rules of mosh pit etiquette’ from City Pages (Minneapolis City Pages, 2015); p. 117 J. Crawfurd: from ‘On the History and Migration of Cultivated Plants Producing Coffee’ (1869); p. 117 Simon Brooke: from ‘Costa lotta?’ from World of Coffee (Raconteur Media, 2011); pp. 119–120 Jane Mulkerrins: from ‘Nik Wallenda: The man crossing the Grand Canyon on a tightrope’ from The Telegraph (The Telegraph, 20th June 2013), reproduced by permission of Telegraph Media Group; p. 120 from ‘AN EXCITING SCENE. M. Blondin’s Feat at Niagara Falls’ from The Buffalo Republic (1st July 1859); p. 124 C.J. Sansom: from Winter in Madrid (Pan Macmillan, 2006), reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 125 from ‘The moment that the bus moved on…’ from WJEC SAM (WJEC, 2014); p. 126 Colin Shindler: from High on a Cliff (Hodder and Stoughton, 1999), copyright © Colin Shindler 1999, reproduced by permission of the publisher Hodder and Stoughton; Headline, 1999); p. 127 Britt Collins: from ‘South Africa’s animal rescue’ from The Guardian (The Guardian, 27th March 2010), copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd 2010, reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 128 Doris Lessing: from The Grass is Singing (Harper Perennial, 2007); p. 130 George Borrow: from ‘The Bible in Spain’ (1842); pp. 134–135 Toni Morrison: from The Bluest Eye (Vintage, 1999), reproduced by permission of the publisher; pp. 137–138 Yann Martel: from Life of Pi (Canongate Books, 2012); pp. 141– 142 Reverend Edward John Hardy: from ‘How to be happy though married’ (1849); p. 144 Florence Hartley: from ‘The Ladies’ Book of Etiquette’ (1860); p. 146 from ‘Another Whitechapel Murder’ from The London Times (The London Times, 1888); p. 147 Toni Cade Bambara: from ‘The Hammer Man’ from Gorilla, My Love (Vintage, 1992); pp. 151–152 George Borrow: from Wild Wales (1862); p. 157 adapted from ‘Mauritius’ (Thomson, 2015), www.thomson.co.uk; p. 159 Penelope Lively: from ‘Help’ from Pack of Cards: Stories 1978-1986 (Penguin, 1987); pp. 159–160 John Steinbeck: from Of Mice and Men (Penguin, 2006); p. 177 Mark Haddon: from The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (David Fickling Books, 2004), reproduced by permission of The Random House Group Ltd.; p. 177 George Orwell: from Nineteen Eighty-Four (Penguin Books, 2013); p. 178 George Orwell: from Nineteen Eighty Four (Penguin, 2013); p. 178 Douglas Adams: from The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (Pan, 2013); p. 178 Suzanne Collins: from The Hunger Games (Scholastic, 2009); p. 178 Michael Morpurgo: from Private Peaceful (HarperCollins, 2004); p. 181 Wilfred Owen: from ‘Anthem for Doomed Youth’ from Wilfred Owen: The War Poems, Jon Stallworthy (Chatto & Windus, 1994); p. 185 N.K. Jemisin: from The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms (Orbit, 2010); p. 185 N.K. Jemisin: from The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms (Orbit, 2010), reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 186 Philip Pullman: from Northern Lights (Scholastic, 2011), reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 188 Charles Dickens: from Bleak House (1853); p. 203 Alexis Petridis: from ‘Take Me Home – review’ from The Guardian (The Guardian, 8th November 2012), copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd 2012, reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 212 George Orwell: from Animal Farm (Penguin, 2000); p. 225 Mark Kermode: from ‘The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug – review’ from The Observer (The Observer, 15th December 2013), copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd 2013, reproduced by permission of the publisher; p. 227 Oliver Franklin: from ‘Why England should drop Wayne Rooney’ from GQ Magazine (GQ, 6th March 2014).


Contents

Unit 1 Extracting key information

Get going

Be exam ready

Unit 2 Interpreting information

Get going

Be exam ready

Unit 3 Synthesising information

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 4 Types of information

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 5 Explaining language

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 6 Talking about language

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 7 Analysing language

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 8 Comparing writers’ ideas

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 9 Comparing language

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 10 Using textual references

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 11 Evaluating critically

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 12 Communicating clearly and effectively

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 13 Communicating imaginatively

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 14 Style and register, purpose and audience

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready

Unit 15 Transactional and persuasive writing

Get going

Improve your skills

Be exam ready


Unit 1

Extracting key information

[image: ]


OBJECTIVES


•  To recognise questions asking for specific information

•  To work systematically through a text, selecting relevant information

•  To present the extracted information appropriately
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How confident are you in these skills already?

I recognise questions that ask for specific information.

I use key words to guide me to the correct information.

I can quickly find and identify a key piece of information in a text.

I can write these in a clear answer.
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When you are presented with unseen material in Component Two you will firstly need to read through the text and get a clear overview of what it is about. Your teacher may suggest ways to tackle unfamiliar texts and approaches you may like to take.

When you have a good understanding of the text, consider the first question. This will often ask you to extract specific key information in order to show your understanding of what you have read. There will be precise, ‘correct’ answers that the examiner will be looking for. These might be signified by command words such as: list, find, identify, write, name.
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Get going

Step 1 Work on your skills
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ACTIVITY 1: WINTER SPORTS

Read the following extract, taken from Winter sports around the UK (from The Guardian newspaper/website).
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Winter sports around the UK

From snowboarding to snow walking, we find the best wintertime activities around the British isles.

Curling

If you’re not comfortable in skates, try curling – often described as ‘bowls on ice’. The ice in most arenas is too sticky for the smooth glide required in curling, so the sport requires dedicated rinks. Fenton’s in Tunbridge Wells is the UK’s only one. From £20 a person for 2 hours, including equipment and instruction.

In Scotland, the home of curling, the North West Castle in Stranraer is the first hotel in the world with its own indoor curling rink.

Skiing

Indoor lessons are a great way to get started and are much cheaper than flying to the Alps. Chill Factore, just a few miles outside Manchester, has the UK’s longest indoor real snow slope. There is a range of courses with introductory freestyle lessons from £35 (discounts for juniors/seniors). They also provide adaptive skiing for individuals with any disability including physical, sensory and learning difficulties.
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And now read the questions.

You may encounter individual questions like the ones below. They require you to find exact and specific pieces of information. It is worth noting how many marks each is worth (in brackets) as this will guide you to the number of points to make.


a. Why are most arenas not suitable for curling?

[1]

b. What is special about the North West Castle in Stranraer?

[1]

c. What are the benefits of indoor skiing lessons, according to the article?

[2]

d. Where is the UK’s longest indoor real snow slope?

[1]
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Top tips

Before looking for the answer, note what each question asks you to focus on. Identify what you think is a key word or phrase in each question. For example, in the first question it seems sensible to look for ‘arenas’ and ‘curling’. You can then use your scanning skills to locate these words or phrases in the text. Read around the phrase to find the relevant answer. Remember to be precise in the information you select.
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Step 2 Practise your skills
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ACTIVITY 2: QUESTIONS

Now, have a go at answering questions a–d.
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Self-assessment

Check your answers – award 1 mark for each answer. Look for precise information. Also consider how long this took you. By the time you sit the exam, you need to be able to find these answers in a few minutes.


a.  The ice in most arenas is too sticky for the smooth glide required.

[1]

b.  It is the first hotel in the world with its own indoor curling rink.

[1]

c.  It is a great way to get started and it is much cheaper than flying to the Alps.

[2]

d.  Chill Factore.

[1]
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Top tips

Sometimes questions only ask you to look at a paragraph, column or page. Looking outside this section will lose you marks.
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ACTIVITY 3: IN REVERSE

Now let’s try this in reverse! Read the first part of the following article.
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BRITISH TEENAGER BREAKS SOUTH POLE WORLD RECORD
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After a 48 day, 702 mile journey from the Antarctic Coast to the South Pole, 16-year-old Lewis Clarke, from Bristol, arrived at the South Pole at 3pm local time (6pm GMT) on Saturday 18 January 2014, setting a new World Record for the youngest person ever to do it (the current world record holder is an 18 year old Canadian).

Teenager Lewis Clarke set out on his epic expedition from Hercules Inlet on the Antarctic coast on 2 December 2013, just two weeks after his 16th birthday. After 48 gruelling days travelling across one of the most inhospitable environments on earth, in temperatures as low as minus 40 and gale force winds of up to 60 mph, Lewis has become the youngest person in the world to ski the full 702 miles from coast to Pole, on the well established Hercules Inlet route.

Lewis was guided by experienced polar guide, Carl Alvey. They travelled on skis, pulling all their own supplies, but received three re-supplies during the expedition. There have been many ups and downs, from white outs and blizzards to Lewis breaking a ski. They had only one full day off (on Christmas Day) during the 48 day expedition. They usually skied around 8 or 9 hours a day, covering roughly 18 miles daily. Their last day, Saturday 18 January, was a very tough one, with the lowest temperatures of the whole trip (around −50°C including windchill).
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These were a student’s responses to some questions set on the article. Can you use your scanning skills to find the answers in the article and work out what the questions were?


a. Lewis began his journey at Hercules Inlet.

b. 2 December 2013

c. 702 miles

d. 18 January 2014

e. Three

f. Christmas Day

g. Lewis is 16 years old

h. –50 °C.



Your teacher will provide some suggested questions that you can compare with your own.
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Top tips

Remember:


•  Get a clear understanding of the text by reading through first.

•  Highlight the key information you are asked to locate in the question.

•  Use the question’s key information to scan and highlight the answers in the text.

•  Be precise: check that you answer the question.

•  Remember to look at the number of marks each question is worth to guide you as to the number of points you need to make.
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Step 3 Challenge yourself
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As an alternative to questions that require you to extract single pieces of specific information, you may be asked one longer question that requires you to ‘list’.
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Top tips

If asked to ‘list’, think of a shopping list and just put your answers down, one underneath the other. You may use bullet points in a ‘list’ question.
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ACTIVITY 4: ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE

Read the first part of the newspaper article ‘Antarctic Adventure’ opposite. List five of the problems the men faced on their expedition.

[5]
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Top tips

Remember to track through and highlight your answers.

Take approximately 8 minutes to write your highlighted points into a list.
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Antarctic Adventure

Ben Fogle tells David Harrison of a terrifying journey


[image: ]


It was the moment when Ben Fogle thought he was going to die. The television presenter and his fellow adventurers, James Cracknell and Ed Coats, were deep into their gruelling expedition to the South Pole when they realised they had strayed on to a giant crevasse. This was a huge crack in the ice, hidden from view by a thin cover of snow and ice.

‘We were walking,’ Fogle said, ‘when suddenly I heard a loud boom, then another one. I realised it was the sound of snow falling into a crevasse.’

‘We had been told that there were no crevasses on our route but I could feel the snow shifting beneath me. Crevasses can be a mile deep and I was terrified that I would be dragged down. I thought, “I could die here”. My mouth went dry and I started to panic.’

Fortunately, Fogle, 35, and his colleagues managed to calm themselves enough to navigate out of danger.

The team was one of a number competing in a race to the South Pole. They eventually finished second behind two Norwegians.

‘I’m just delighted to have finished,’ he said. ‘I knew it would be tough but I had no idea it would take such a toll on our bodies.’

He added: ‘It’s the hardest thing I’ve ever done. It started with frostbite, then I burnt my lips, got blisters on my feet and had a bit of hypothermia. It all just starts to get on top of you. There were many days when I thought we were not going to finish the race.’

Fogle has frostbite on his nose. ‘I was worried I might lose my nose,’ he said. ‘For the last 43 miles I put a hand-warmer on it and wrapped it in a bandage to try and keep it warm.’ Doctors at the Antarctic base have told him the frostbite will clear up in a couple of months.

The British team all suffered from blisters. Cracknell, 36, the former Olympic rowing champion, had frostbite on his fingers and pneumonia, and both he and Coats, 28, a Bristol doctor, suffered chest infections.

Bitterly cold winds pushed the temperature as low as –50 °C at times and whipped the snow up to create a ‘white-out’. Some days brought bright blue skies and lifted the temperatures to –15 °C. Throughout their expedition across the vast, hostile landscape they saw no sign of wildlife.

‘Not even a single bird,’ said Fogle. ‘That tells you how hostile the landscape was.’ The trio skied for around 16 hours a day, slept for just four hours, and spent the rest of the day eating and preparing for the next stage of the race.
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ACTIVITY 5: KEY POINTS

If the word ‘list’ is not used in the question, you should write a paragraph picking out the key points that would answer the question. Think of it in the same way, but write your answer as a paragraph.

The following words/phrases might help you structure your answer:


•  Also …

•  In addition …

•  Another way they got through was …

•  The text also states …

•  Finally …



Try rewriting your last list answer as a paragraph using some of these connectives.
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Assess your progress. Did you:


•  find at least five separate points by working through the extract, highlighting answers?

•  methodically list the evidence in the same order it appears in the text?

•  complete it in the time allowed?
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Next steps…


1  Using a range of texts such as extracts from novels, leaflets, advertisements and brochures, practise this type of question. Use 19th century non-fiction texts too.

2  Practise answering questions under timed conditions so you will be able to work under pressurised conditions when you finally sit your exam.

3  Make sure you work through the whole of the extract. Be methodical. Use the number of marks a question is worth as a guide to the number of points to make.
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BE EXAM READY
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OBJECTIVES


•  To practise answering a question

•  To mark my own response using a mark scheme

•  To assess sample answers to the question
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How confident are you in these skills already?

I can use a mark scheme to assess my own work.

I can use a mark scheme to assess other students’ work and suggest improvements.
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We have now looked at questions that require you to look for:


•  one specific piece of information

•  several pieces of information (and list or write them into a paragraph).



Now you will have the chance to look at sample answers and mark your own responses.
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QUESTION 1

Read the newspaper article, ‘The Wonderful Games’.

List ten events in which British competitors won gold medals in the London Olympics, according to the newspaper article.
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THE WONDERFUL GAMES
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The London Olympics of 2012 have been described as the most spectacular sporting occasion that Britain has ever staged. Who will ever forget that amazing Saturday night when, with an estimated television audience of seventeen million, Britain won three gold medals? Jessica Ennis won the heptathlon and Mo Farrah won the 10,000 metres, the first of his two gold medals. Then, most unexpected of all, Greg Rutherford won the long jump.

The real excitement for British spectators started on 1st August when Helen Glover and Heather Stanning won a gold medal in the female rowing pairs. On the same day Bradley Wiggins, who a week earlier had won the Tour de France, won the individual time trial for cycling, the first of seven cycling events in which Britons won gold medals. Sir Chris Hoy thrilled spectators in the Velodrome, and those watching on television, as he won gold medals for the cycling team sprint and individual cycling sprint. Two days later came one of the most popular victories of all as Kath Grainger, along with her partner Anna Watkins, won gold in another rowing event, the double sculls. Kath had three silver medals already but at thirty-six this was almost certainly her last chance to win that all important gold. Sir Steve Redgrave, proud winner of five rowing gold medals in previous Olympics, called it his single favourite moment of the whole games.

Almost every day there was another gold medal to celebrate. There were five British medals for boxing, three of them gold, including one for Nicola Adams, the girl from Leeds who fought so hard to win the first ever gold medal for women’s boxing. Of course there was more to admire than just British success. The Jamaican athlete, Usain Bolt, thrilled the sporting world with his sprint double in the 100 metres and the 200 metres, and Kirani James in the 400 metres won Grenada’s first ever gold medal.

The most demanding of all the athletic events, the triathlon, had a gripping ending as two brothers from England battled for first place. In the end it was older brother Alistair Brownlee who triumphed with the gold medal and younger brother Jonathan who took the bronze medal. Another unforgettable moment was when Jade Jones, the teenager from Wales, took off her helmet and treated us all to her golden smile of sheer delight as she realised she was the first Briton to win an Olympic taekwondo gold medal.
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Did you highlight the question to focus on exactly what you were looking for?

Did you track through the extract chronologically and methodically, highlighting the answers?

Did you write 10 answers, one under the other in a list?
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Self-assessment

Check your answers below (1 mark per answer):


•  heptathlon

•  10,000 metres

•  long jump

•  female rowing pairs

•  cycling individual time trial

•  cycling team sprint

•  individual cycling sprint

•  double sculls

•  women’s boxing

•  triathlon

•  taekwondo



You must precisely select the correct phrase. There may be more possible answers than marks, as in this case.
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Comparing sample answers

What feedback would you give to the following students?

Think about:


•  the amount of information given

•  the accuracy of the points

•  whether the points are in the same order as you find them in the text.
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Answer A

100 metres

400 metres

Mo Farrah won two medals.
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Answer B

Sports were:


•  taekwondo

•  boxing

•  sprinting

•  the triathlon

•  cycling
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Answer C

Ten events in which British competitors won gold medals were:


•  heptathlon

•  10,000 metres

•  long jump

•  female rowing pairs

•  cycling (individual time trial, team and individual sprint)

•  double sculls

•  boxing

•  triathlon

•  taekwondo
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Now you have completed the section, do you think your confidence has increased?

I am confident in my ability to recognise a question that asks me to extract key information.

I can confidently use a question’s key words to guide me to the correct information.

I understand how to track and highlight key pieces of information in a text.

I can use various strategies to enable me to plan my answer.
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Unit 2

Interpreting information
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OBJECTIVES


•  To gain an understanding of what it means to ‘interpret’ information

•  To be able to recognise questions that ask you to interpret information

•  To practise working systematically through a text, selecting relevant information and applying an interpretation in order to answer the question
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How confident are you in these skills already?

I understand what it means to ‘interpret’ information.

I recognise questions that ask me to interpret information.

I can find and comment on key pieces of information in order to answer the question.

I can write up my interpretations quickly and in a clear, precise answer.
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In the last unit (Extracting key information) you were able to find precise and specific pieces of information quickly and methodically. The next step is not only to find but also to interpret the information – in other words, give the meaning.



[image: ]

Get going

Step 1 Work on your skills
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ACTIVITY 1: INTERPRETING PHRASES

In the same way as the example to the right, interpret the following phrases:


•  add insult to injury

•  a blessing in disguise

•  read between the lines

•  add fuel to the fire

•  feather your own nest



Can you think of five of your own? Test them out on a learning partner.
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Some questions may ask you to interpret phrases (idioms), for example:


•  What does the writer mean by ‘Time is money’?

    These will expect you to interpret the meaning behind the phrase. In this case, an answer might read:



The phrase means that time is precious and shouldn’t be wasted – we need to use our time to earn money (or at least do something profitable).
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As well as these basic kinds of interpretation questions, you may be required to find information, just as we covered in the previous unit. The difference here is that you must also interpret which bits of information answer the given question.
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ACTIVITY 2: INTERPRETING THE EVIDENCE

Consider the following question:

Look at Joe Wade’s blog, ‘Why I pray for Glastonbury hell’, below.

Explain why Joe Wade hates Glastonbury Festival.

[10]

You must use the text to support your answer.

The text related to this question has been highlighted by a student looking to interpret the information that answers why Joe Wade hates Glastonbury festival.
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WHY I PRAY FOR GLASTONBURY HELL
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What we needed this week was a nice dry spell from Monday to Friday so rain wouldn’t stop play at Wimbledon and then a biblical downpour during the weekend to ensure maximum misery for all those up to their necks in mud in inadequate, cheap tents at Glastonbury Festival.

My delight in the misery of Glastonbury is partly caused by resentment of success. In 2007, for example, the festival sold 137,500 tickets at £185 in one hour and forty five minutes. It is also partly that when I attended the event it was like the Wild West with large numbers of people arriving with no provisions. ‘How on earth will those poor chaps survive?’ I wondered, before they tore through the site like a plague of locusts, stealing tents and their contents. I’ve also experienced the sort of delays you usually get at airports when trying to get out of the car park.

However, none of that completely explains why I pray for Glastonbury hell. I’m infuriated by Glastonbury, not because of the people who organise it, but by the people who go there. The reason I hate them is because they’re actually having a terrible time but just can’t admit it to themselves, let alone anyone else. In fact, I reckon they are all going there just so they can talk about it afterwards and get some good images of themselves acting happy for Facebook.

I mean, what is there to enjoy? All you do is wander from one place to the next all day long, thinking ‘It’s boring here, let’s go over there. We’re here now and (surprise, surprise) we can barely hear the band, let alone see them.’ For that matter what are you meant to do when you’re standing watching live music? A bit of swaying is sometimes possible in the crush but usually the neck-stretch, straining to see, is the only move that makes sense. Burn all those flags too. I don’t care that you’re from Wales or what football team you support. No-one does.

The misery is so great that getting drunk is the only way to ease the tedium of the incessant milling around in the mud. But that is not as easy as you might hope as there are massive queues for all the bars and when you finally get served you have to pay over the odds for a watery pint of beer in a flimsy plastic glass. All of this pain and suffering is at the cost of a week’s holiday from which you could have returned to work well-rested and tanned and not looking as if you’ve been on a city-break to a war zone.

The truth is I want Glastonbury hell so everyone will admit they hate it too.
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Can you interpret each piece of evidence to explain why this adds to Joe Wade’s hatred of the festival?

Present the information as a table like the one below:



	EVIDENCE
	INTERPRETATION



	‘resentment of success’
	Hates that it makes so much money and is so popular



	‘like the Wild West’
	



	‘like a plague of locusts’
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ACTIVITY 3: INTERPRETING INFORMATION

Having worked through this activity, work with a learning partner and say in your own words, what interpreting information means. When you have a concise explanation, write it down and compare to others in your class.
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Step 2 Practise your skills
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ACTIVITY 4: FINDING EVIDENCE

Read the following letter which was written by Charlotte Brontë in October 1848. Charlotte’s brother, Branwell, died in September 1848, and a month later Charlotte wrote this letter with a heart full of misgivings. A short time afterwards, the illness that killed her brother came to her sister Emily and she died the same year.

Dear Ellen

October 29th, 1848.

I am sorry you should have been uneasy at my not writing to you ere this, but you must remember it is scarcely a week since I received your last, and my life is not so varied that in the interim much should have occurred worthy of mention. You insist that I should write about myself; this puts me in straits, for I really have nothing interesting to say about myself. I think I have now nearly got over the effects of my late illness, and am almost restored to my normal condition of health. I sometimes wish that it was a little higher, but we ought to be content with such blessings as we have, and not pine after those that are out of our reach.

I feel much more uneasy about my sisters than myself just now. Emily’s cold and cough are very obstinate. I fear she has pain in the chest, and I sometimes catch a shortness in her breathing, when she has moved at all quickly. She looks very, very thin and pale. Her reserved nature occasions me great uneasiness of mind. It is useless to question her—you get no answers. It is still more useless to recommend remedies—they are never adopted. Nor can I shut my eyes to the fact of Anne’s great delicacy of constitution. The late sad event has, I feel, made me more apprehensive than common. I cannot help feeling much depressed sometimes. I try to leave all in God’s hands; to trust in His goodness; but faith and resignation are difficult to practise under some circumstances.

The weather has been most unfavourable for invalids of late: sudden changes of temperature, and cold penetrating winds have been frequent here. Should the atmosphere become settled, perhaps a favourable effect might be produced on the general health, and those harassing coughs and colds be removed. Papa has not quite escaped, but he has, so far, stood it out better than any of us. You must not mention my going to Brookroyd this winter. I could not, and would not, leave home on any account. I am truly sorry to hear of Miss Heald’s serious illness, it seems to me she has been for some years out of health now. These things make one feel as well as know, that this world is not our abiding-place. We should not knit human ties too close, or clasp human affections too fondly. They must leave us, or we must leave them, one day. Good-bye for the present. God restore health and strength to you and to all who need it.

Yours faithfully,

C. Brontë.
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Read, but do not answer, the following exam question:

Read Charlotte Brontë’s letter, above.

Explain why Charlotte is unhappy at the time she writes the letter.

[10]

You must use details selected from the text to support your answer.

Find evidence in the letter to support the following interpretations:


•  Nothing much has happened to her in the past week.

•  She has not been well lately.

•  She is worried about her sisters, especially given Emily’s appearance and physical health.

•  Her sister will not speak about her illness or take advice/medicine.

•  The death of her brother has unsettled her.

•  She feels depressed.

•  Her faith in God is being tested.

•  The weather has been bad.

•  She is unable/unwilling to leave home.

•  She is too aware of how brief life can be.
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Step 3 Challenge yourself

[image: ]


ACTIVITY 5: JUSTO ANSOTEGUI

Now that you have completed these activities, use the skills you have practised to read the passage below and answer the question that follows it:

Justo Ansotegui’s reputation rose uphill to the village of Lumo. There Maria Onati heard that he was a defender of causes and a wit, although some suggested he was too eager to create his own mythology. Most often she’d heard that he was the one to watch during the strength events on feast days. One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his shoulder and celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river.

‘Yes,’ said Justo when asked about the story. ‘But it was only a small ox and downhill most of the way into town. And the wind was with me when I threw it.’

Maria came to dance at one of the festivals with her sisters. She also decided to watch the men’s competitions, which she usually avoided. Justo, the largest man standing beside a log at the start of the wood-chopping event, joked with the crowd as he removed his boots and grey socks. Going barefoot seemed foolhardy to Maria for one who would be flailing an axe so near his feet.

‘After all these years of competitions I still have nine toes,’ he said, proudly wiggling the four remaining toes on one of his bare feet. ‘But this is my only pair of boots and I can’t afford to damage them.’ He bent at the waist and tore into the pine log between his feet. The log split beneath him well before any others in the competition. Justo was seated, nine toes intact, and replacing his boots before the runner-up broke through his log.

In the wine-drinking event, Justo was less impressive but in the ‘farmer’s walk’ contest he was unmatched. This event tested strength and endurance as the competitors carried 50 kg weights in each hand along a measured course until they dropped. For most competitors the collapse followed a familiar pattern. On the second lap, the knees began to bend dramatically. On the third, the shoulders pulled the spine into a dangerous curve and finally gravity yanked the weights and the man to the turf.

Maria stood near the starting point when Justo was called. He grasped the weights, his face straining as if he’d never get them off the ground. It was false drama for the benefit of the audience because he easily hoisted them and marched without a struggle, his back rigid. Past the marks where others had fallen in exhaustion, Justo nodded to the little ones who would praise him to future generations.

‘Doesn’t it hurt?’ a young boy asked.

‘Of course, how do you think my arms got so long?’ Justo answered and at that moment he straightened his arms against his sides, a move that caused the sleeves of his shirt to ride up, making his arms appear to grow in length.
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What do you learn about Justo in these lines?

Write about:


•  facts and details about him

•  the kind of person he is.

[10]



You must use details selected from the text to support your answer.

Write up your response and then use the mark scheme provided by your teacher to self assess your work.
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Top tips

Note the two bullet points in the question. The first is more reminiscent of Unit 1 (Extracting key information). The second asks you to draw on your interpretation of information skills.

For the second bullet point, you may want to complete a table like the ones we have used previously using the headings Evidence and Interpretation in order to help formulate your thoughts.
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Assess your progress. Did you:


•  understand the two parts of the question and know exactly what you were looking for to answer it?

•  track methodically through the text, highlighting the answers?

•  support each comment with a detail from the text?

•  interpret five different pieces of information for each bullet point (ten in all)?

•  make sure you were precise in explaining why they answered the question?
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Next steps…


1 Using a range of texts, practise questions that require you to interpret information.

2 Practise answering questions under timed conditions.

3 Assess your own and others’ work in this area.
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BE EXAM READY
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OBJECTIVES


•  To put into practice everything learned so far on interpreting information

•  To practise these skills under timed pressure
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How confident are you in these skills already?

I can answer this type of exam question in 12 minutes or less.

I can use a mark scheme to assess my own work.

I can use a mark scheme to assess other students’ work and suggest improvements.
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QUESTION 1

Read the internet article, ‘We must not ignore the plight of our farmers’, which is about the spread of tuberculosis, a serious disease, in cattle.



[image: ]

[image: ]


WE MUST NOT IGNORE THE PLIGHT OF OUR FARMERS

ROWENNA DAVIES REPORTS ON ONE FARMER’S STRUGGLE TO COPE.
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‘Dave’ is not his real name. He’s too scared to tell me that in case his family farm becomes a target for animal rights activists, just because he agrees with the government’s plan to cull badgers as a way of stopping the spread of tuberculosis (TB), a serious disease, in cattle.

He’s been a farmer in Devon for over fifty years. His family works an exhausting fourteen hours a day, seven days a week, to look after their dairy herd of 1,000 cows, nursing them through birth and hand feeding them when they’re sick. When Dave started farming fifty years ago, he used to shoot badgers, and none of his cows suffered from TB. When badgers became a protected species he stopped shooting them.

Now there are badgers on his land and regular cases of TB in his herd. This picture has been repeated at a national level. TB is now devastating herds of cattle across the countryside.

In 1998, fewer than 6,000 cows were killed because they had TB.
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