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CHAPTER 1

Beauregard Presides
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In a dark abandoned building, under a rickety staircase, was an entrance, more like a crack between two boards. Light shone behind the boards, beckoning to those outside. Through this mysterious entrance came dogs—large Dobermans, small Pekingese, Scotties, and Pugs. Purebred dogs and dogs of unknown pedigree. Dogs with collars and licenses, and dogs with none.

Inside, the room was surprisingly warm and cozy. The dogs took their places facing the front, where a small podium stood ready. The room was filled with sound, excited yips and barks, but became silent as an old dog moved toward the podium. His hair was graying at the beard, and his walk had lost the spring of youth, but his eyes shone bright. In his mouth he held a manuscript. He looked out at the group, carefully placed the papers at his feet, and began to speak.
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“Welcome, canine friends. Welcome to the meeting of the WOOF Society—Words of Our Friends. I, Beauregard, your president, am proud to see such a large gathering for this groundbreaking meeting. Let’s repeat our motto. All together now!”

[image: image]

The dogs began to chant their motto, each in a different voice.

“WOOF! WOOF! WOOF!”

Beauregard closed his eyes in satisfaction, then examined the crowd.
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“As you can see, we have a packed house tonight, so if some of the Chihuahuas wouldn’t mind sharing seats, then we’ll get started. We all know why we’re here, so I won’t waste time. Oh, I see a paw raised in the second row. Yes, Pap, you have a question.”

An old hound dog blinked. “Why are we here? I forgot. I’m fifteen years old, but remember, that’s a hundred and five in people years.”

“Yes, Pap, good question. I’ll start at the beginning. As you know, for years we have been working to promote a worldwide understanding that dogs have vocabularies beyond sit, stay, and fetch, that we are indeed accomplished storytellers. Through the dedicated efforts of our membership, we have been collecting stories from dogs across the world and throughout history. Tonight we will be hearing some of those stories.”

“Mr. President?”

“Yes, a question from the Newfoundland in the back.”

“Will there be any rescue stories?”

“Of course. Daring canine heroes have rescued countless masters from the perils of avalanche and fire. And courageous companions have accompanied their owners into battles and across continents in exploration. There will be a variety of stories, rescue and otherwise.”
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“What about history?” said a Basset Hound. “I love history.”

“Yes, Professor Basset. All through the ages, dogs have faced challenges and had stories to tell. From ancient Egypt to Pompeii to the days of early America.… The poodle in the back.”

“Well, I hope it’s not all history. Today we face new challenges, like bark collars, electric fences—and what about powder-resistant fleas?”

At the mention of fleas, fierce scratching broke out among the members. A small black puppy rolled on his back and wiggled.

“Order, friends,” Beauregard said sternly. “We will cover some contemporary issues. Question from the Shih Tzu.”

“I hope it’s not going to be all stories from big dogs.”

“No, there will be stories from many divisions of our canine kingdom, big and small, past and present, smart and … well … let’s just say there will be something for everyone.
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