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WHAT TO BRING ALONG


MY IMAGINARY PETS.




EMPTY LUGGAGE
 TO HAUL YOUR
 SHOPPING.




2 PIN SOCKET
 (JAPAN IS 100V).




COMFORTABLE
 SHOES AS YOU’LL
 BE WALKING
 A LOT.




USE THE GOOGLE MAP APP TO GET
 AROUND AND SEE TRAVEL TIMES
 AND FARES.

FOR THE WEEKLY WEATHER FORECAST,
 VISIT:
 www.jma.go.jp/en/week/319.html

FOR A 3-HOURLY FORECAST, VISIT:
 www.jma.go.jp/en/jikei/319.html




UMBRELLAS AND RAIN
 PONCHOS CAN BE
 BOUGHT EASILY AT ANY
 CONVENIENCE STORE
 SO YOU DON’T
 HAVE TO PACK THEM.




THE WEATHER CAN BE UNPREDICTABLE
 IN SPRING AND AUTUMN WHEN THE SEASONS
 ARE CHANGING, PARTICULARLY
 IN MARCH AND OCTOBER SO IT IS
 GOOD TO BRING LOTS OF LAYERS AT
 THESE TIMES TO ADAPT TO DIFFERENT
 TEMPERATURES. JUNE IS RAINY AND JULY AND
 AUGUST ARE REALLY HOT! IN TOKYO
 IT SELDOM SNOWS IN WINTER BUT IT CAN
 GET QUITE COLD.
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INTRODUCTION


HI! I’M EVA,
 THE ARTIST
 BEHIND
 EVACOMICS.




I STUDIED IN TOKYO FOR OVER 3
 YEARS AND DREW COMIC STRIPS
 ABOUT MY EXPERIENCES IN JAPAN
 WITH MY TWO IMAGINARY PETS.




IN THIS BOOK, I’M GOING
 TO INTRODUCE YOU TO ALL
 THE PLACES I LIKE TO GO
 AND FANTASTIC THINGS TO
 DO IN TOKYO.




MOST IMPORTANTLY,
 THEY CAN BE DONE
 ANYTIME THROUGHOUT
 THE YEAR.




I WILL ALSO
 FOCUS ON PLACES
 FOR FANS OF
 ANIME AND MANGA
 TO VISIT AND BUY
 YOUR TREASURES!




I HOPE THIS BOOK WILL BE
 HELPFUL FOR PLANNING YOUR
 TRIP TO JAPAN OR SIMPLY
 KNOWING MORE ABOUT THIS
 FASCINATING COUNTRY!
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GETTING AROUND




NARITA AIRPORT IS A
 LONG WAY FROM TOKYO,
 SO DON’T BE TEMPTED TO
 TAKE A TAXI!




YOU CAN TAKE THE
 KEISEI SKYLINER
 EXPRESS TRAIN,
 OR THE JR NARITA
 EXPRESS TRAIN.




THE EXPRESS TRAINS TAKE
 ROUGHLY AN HOUR TO GET TO
 THE CENTER OF TOKYO AND COST
 ABOUT 3,000 YEN. FOR THE SAME
 PRICE THERE’S ALSO A LIMOUSINE
 BUS THAT STOPS AT THE MAJOR
 HOTELS AND TAKES ABOUT
 100 MINUTES.




HANEDA AIRPORT IS
 CLOSER TO TOKYO THAN
 NARITA. YOU CAN GET TO
 SHINAGAWA BY TRAIN IN 20
 MINUTES FOR 410 YEN.




A TAXI COSTS AROUND
 7,000 YEN EXCLUDING
 NIGHT SURCHARGE.




THERE’S ALSO
 A LIMOUSINE BUS
 FROM HANEDA AIRPORT
 TO TOKYO STATION
 THAT TAKES ABOUT
 45 MINUTES AND COSTS
 930 YEN.




ONCE YOU GET TO TOKYO, PUBLIC TRANSPORT IS VERY CONVENIENT:




CABS ARE ALMOST
 EVERYWHERE BUT VERY
 EXPENSIVE. TAKING A CAB
 FROM ONE TRAIN STATION
 TO THE NEXT WILL COST
 AROUND 1,000 YEN.




WAITING TIMES VARY BUT
 ARE USUALLY QUITE LONG.
 CENTRAL TOKYO BUSES
 CHARGE A FLAT FARE OF
 210 YEN THAT YOU PAY
 WHEN YOU GET ON.




THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT
 TRAIN AND SUBWAY LINES, AND
 IT’S EASY TO TRANSFER BETWEEN
 THEM. TOILETS ARE ALWAYS
 AVAILABLE INSIDE THE STATIONS
 AFTER THE TICKET GATES.
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YOU CAN BUY CHARGE CARDS FROM
 VENDING MACHINES AT STATIONS.
 PASMO AND SUICA CARDS CAN BE USED
 FOR ANY BUS OR TRAIN.




THE MINIMUM CHARGE
 IS 1,000 YEN FOR A
 PASMO CARD AND 2,000
 YEN FOR A SUICA.

GET LEFTOVER MONEY
 REFUNDED AT THE
 STATION OFFICE BEFORE
 YOU LEAVE JAPAN.




THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TRAIN LINE IN TOKYO
 IS THE YAMANOTE LINE, AKA THE GREEN LINE.




IT GOES IN A
 CIRCLE AROUND CENTRAL
 TOKYO AND STOPS AT
 ALL THE IMPORTANT
 STATIONS.




SOME EXPRESS TRAINS SKIP STOPS FOR A SHORTER TRAVELING TIME.




CHECK THE ROUTE MAP
 INSIDE THE CAR. IF THE
 TRAIN DOESN’T STOP AT
 YOUR STATION, GET OFF
 AND TAKE A LOCAL TRAIN.




IF YOU ARE TRAVELING TO OTHER PREFECTURES,
 YOU CAN BUY A JR PASS IN YOUR HOME COUNTRY
 FOR THE SHINKANSEN, THE FAMOUS BULLET TRAIN.
 PLANS ARE AVAILABLE HERE: www.jreast.co.jp/e/




YOU CAN BUY
 AN“EKIBEN” BENTO
 AT THE STATION.
 FOOD AND DRINK IS
 ALSO SOLD ON THE
 SHINKANSEN.
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SURVIVAL JAPANESE




ENGLISH IS WIDELY UNDERSTOOD IN TOKYO NOW BUT IT HELPS TO LEARN A FEW BASIC WORDS
 OF JAPANESE. HERE ARE SOME VERY USEFUL ONES.




GREETINGS




SUMIMASEN IS
 VERY VERSATILE AND
 CAN BE USED AS “EXCUSE
 ME,” “SORRY,” “PLEASE,”
 AND EVEN “THANK YOU”
 DEPENDING ON THE
 SITUATION.




NUMBERS




EXPRESSIONS




DIRECTIONS




HOW MUCH IS IT?

I DON’T UNDERSTAND.

CAN YOU PLEASE REPEAT?

I’LL TAKE (BUY) THAT ONE.

PLEASE

HOW DO I GET THERE?




IKURA DESUKA?

WAKARIMASEN.

MO ICHIDO KUDASAI.

KORE KUDASAI.

ONEGAI SHIMASU.

DOYATTE IKIMASUKA?



8








GETTING AROUND




THE JAPANESE ARE VERY HELPFUL, SO JUST SAYING YOU ARE GOING TO A PLACE WITH A PUZZLED
 OR WORRIED TONE IS UNDERSTOOD AS ASKING FOR DIRECTIONS.




EATING OUT




THE WAITER WILL ASK HOW MANY
 PEOPLE YOU HAVE.




REPLY WITH THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE.




THE WAITER WILL TAKE ORDER FOR
 DRINKS FIRST.




AFTER YOU HAVE EATEN, ASK FOR THE BILL.




THANK THE CASHIER WHEN LEAVING.
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CHAPTER 1




EXPLORING TRADITIONAL




TOKYO










JAPAN IS A COUNTRY THAT MAKES
 A GREAT EFFORT TO PRESERVE ITS
 CULTURAL HERITAGE AND HISTORY.




FROM THE KIMONO TO THE TEA CEREMONY AND
 SUMO WRESTLING, THE JAPANESE PLACE A LOT
 OF EMPHASIS ON MAINTAINING THE TRADITIONS
 PASSED DOWN THROUGH THE GENERATIONS.




IN THIS CHAPTER, I
 WILL TAKE YOU TO SOME
 HISTORICAL PLACES, INTRODUCE
 YOU TO KIMONO AND YUKATA...




...SHOW YOU HOW
 TO TAKE A HOT SPRING
 BATH...




...AND THE PROPER WAY
 TO PRAY AT TEMPLES
 AND SHRINES.
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THE IMPERIAL PALACE GARDENS




THE IMPERIAL PALACE IS WHERE THE ROYAL
 FAMILY LIVES AND SO IT IS ONLY OPEN TO
 THE PUBLIC DURING THE EMPEROR’S BIRTHDAY
 ON 23 DEC, AND ON 2 JAN FOR NEW YEAR.




HOWEVER THE PALACE’S EAST GARDEN IS
 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC YEAR ROUND.




THE PALACE WEBSITE
 AT kunaicho.go.jp GIVES
 INFORMATION ABOUT
 OPENING TIMES.




THE GARDENS ARE AN EASY 15 MINUTE WALK FROM THE MARUNOUCHI CENTRAL EXIT OF TOKYO
 STATION AND JUST A 5 MINUTE WALK FROM EXIT D2 OF OTEMACHI STATION.




THIS PARK CONNECTS
 TO THE EAST GARDEN
 BUT IT IS LIKE ANY
 OTHER PARK SO YOU
 CAN SKIP IT.




THERE ARE SECURITY
 CHECKPOINTS AT ALL
 THE GATE ENTRANCES.




REGISTER HERE FOR
 A TOUR TO VISIT THE
 IMPERIAL HOUSEHOLD
 AGENCY VIA THE
 KIKYOMON GATE.
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“Evangeline Neo guides you through Tokyo’s pop culture attractions and
traditional destinations with her personal experience and a great sense of
humor. Recommended for anyone planning a trip to Tokyo, or just looking
for a fun read!” — Abby Denson, author of Cool Tokyo Guide

“Explore the kawaii side of Tokyo with Evangeline Neo’s signature humor.
A truly delightful and entertaining read!”
— Clarissa Goenawan, author of Rainbirds

“I've been to Tokyo twice before but can’t wait to get there a third time
with The Manga Lover’s Tokyo Travel Guide. So much more to see . ..”
— Lewis Trondheim, author of The Poppies of Iraq

For fans of Japanese manga and anime, a trip to Tokyo is an absolute must! In
this captivating manga-style guidebook, manga artist and author Evangeline
Neo travels to the Japanese capital with her mascots Kopi the dog and Matcha
the cat, bringing you to all the otaku sights the city has to offer. She’ll tell you
everything you need to know about:

© Shopping for manga memorabilia in
Akihabara and Nakano

e Visiting anime and manga museums like
Studio Ghibli and Sanrio Puroland

o Getting dressed up at a cosplay studio

® Going to a maid café and a butler café

o Taking a manga drawing class

In addition to manga and anime-related adventures, Eva will be your guide to
traditional Tokyo—from Asakusa’s Sensoji Temple to Meiji Shrine. She'll take you
to ramen restaurants, hot spring baths and to a kimono makeover session—
and even on a day trip to Mt. Fuji. Along the way, she shows you all her favorite
places to shop and eat, and gives advice on what to pack, what to buy, how to
get around, and even how to speak a few words of survival Japanese.
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