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  INTRODUCTION


  The Origamido Studio was a great place to visit to learn anything about origami. To fulfill this broad mission, Origamido founders, Michael G. La-Fosse and Richard L. Alexander, found themselves in many roles at different times. Sometimes they were artists, designers, papermakers, authors, and gallery operators. More often than not, they were also educators, lecturers, and performers.


  For more than a dozen years, Origamido was a favorite stop in the Win-gate Street Arts District in Haverhill, Massachusetts. Perhaps the fondest memories of a youngster’s visit to Origamido Studio involve folding a simple origami model, learned through one of the founder’s often amusing, but mentally vivid, short stories or poems. This technique, called “Story-gami,” was made popular in the USA professionally, by Lillian Oppenheimer and Shari Lewis, during the 1960s. Lafosse and Alexander developed all of the basic stories presented, though their friends and students may have helped refine details during countless, laughter-filled, Thursday Night Beginners’ Walk-In Origami sessions held at the Origamido Studio.


  Typically, people interested in learning origami often purchase books or paper kits with diagrams. This solves the problem of memorizing a long folding sequence, but when the drawings are too difficult for the average person to understand, the student becomes frustrated. Showing the Story-gami on the video in this kit makes it is easier to see what is going on. The student can learn at their own pace, stopping and repeating a video sequence as many times as necessary, without trying the patience of the instructor. The camera can zoom in and show detail more easily than one can often see in person. Origami video customers have found that, after watching our video performances, they were then able to better understand the steps shown in their previously purchased origami books and kits.


  We hope you find that these stories and performances inspire a fresh and engaging approach to classroom activities, while hopefully affording the students a creative, fun activity. This selection of models is great for those with little, or no previous folding experience, but it is also for adults who enjoy sharing the joys of origami with beginners. We hope Story-gami will become a favorite addition to the classroom, and also a popular pastime for people of all ages when they gather with family and friends.


  


  
    PENGUIN


    A Story-gami by Michael G. LaFosse, Origamido, Inc.

    Traditional Design
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    Use a square piece of origami paper that is white on one side.

  


  This story takes place on a big, beautiful iceberg,2 floating off the edge of Antarctica, the continent at our south pole, covered with ice. This magnificent iceberg was given the name “The Big White Diamond”3 because it glistened like a dazzling gem in the bright, Antarctic sunshine.


  Three happy penguins lived on the edge of The Big White Diamond. Let me introduce them to you. The first penguin was named Viola. (One of my aunts was also called Viola—a beautiful name indeed.) Let’s fold each of the lower edges of The Big White Diamond inward to form the letter V, for Viola. On each side, fold over more of the paper near the top, and almost nothing at the bottom. See if you can balance the amount of black that shows on each side. Try to make the narrow points of each black triangle meet at a point at the base of The Big White Diamond. Now we have a V for Viola!4
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  The second penguin’s name was Walter. Guess how I can change the large V into a W for Walter. That’s right, we simply fold the bottom of the large V up part way to form the letter W.5 (This is an example of a RAT fold. RAT means Right About There!) You don’t need to measure it, just aim for a point about halfway to an imaginary line connecting the tops of the V. Great.


  The third penguin in our story is named Michael. (Do you know anybody named Michael? I do!) It is easy to make an M by simply turning our W upside down.6


  One day, Viola and Walter noticed that Michael was missing! It turned out that Michael had gone on vacation. Michael had traveled to the other side of The Great White Diamond, out of sight from Viola and Walter. Michael went to a small iceberg situated in the shadow, on the other side of the Great White Diamond. He had heard that the minnows were particularly delicious at this small iceberg, named Miniberg.7 & 8


  Michael was thoughtful. He sent Viola and Walter a picture postcard of his wonderful vacation spot. Here is his postcard. This scene is often called “Miniberg at Midnight”, because the shadow of the large iceberg is so dark, it always looks like midnight.


  Viola and Walter loved the postcard of Miniberg at Midnight, and folded it in half, just like this, to keep it in a drawer with their other postcards. They would take it out and look at it the next time they were to plan a vacation.


  When Michael returned, he was very tired from his trip and promptly went to sleep, with his beak tucked down close to his front feathers.9


  After his long rest, he woke up and began to look for food. (Pull outward on his beak, and adjust the angle by pinching his head behind his ears. My Aunt Viola used to pinch my ears too!)10
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    SAILBOAT


    A Story-gami by Michael G. LaFosse, Origamido, Inc. Traditional Design
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    Use a square piece of origami paper that is white on the back.

  


  In this episode of the amazing adventures of Lefty and Righty I will tell how our two good friends first met last winter. They both belonged to the Mountain Club that organized outdoor adventures, such as climbing, hiking, snowboarding, and even sailboat racing. Lefty and Righty lived on opposite sides of this snow-covered mountain.2 Let’s have Lefty climb to the top. Now we see Righty hiking up to the top. This is where they first met, and introduced themselves to one another.3


  As they sat down for lunch, the mountain began to shake! “Let’s get out of here!” They each jumped on their snowboards, and Lefty swooshed down the left side, and Righty swooshed down the right side of the mountain.
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  It was a good thing that they left as soon as they did.
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