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Editor’s Foreword

The Republic of China, often referred to as Taiwan, has long aroused interest abroad and, on numerous occasions, serious concern. Earlier, much attention focused on Taiwan’s extraordinary economic development. Observers wondered how such a small, densely populated, and initially poor country with virtually no natural resources could accomplish what it did. Indeed, the media portrayed Taiwan as an “economic miracle.” Comments on the political system were far less flattering due to the authoritarian rule of the Kuomintang regime. However, a “political miracle” also occurred, and the country became one of the most democratic in the world, especially as compared to its archrival, the People’s Republic of China. This rivalry, notwithstanding their rapid economic integration, has been expressed in political spats that often turn nasty and produce war scares. The Taiwan Strait remains one of the world’s flashpoints, said by many to be the most dangerous.

Given the continuing interest in Taiwan and the momentous changes it has experienced recently, including a historic change of ruling parties when Chen Shui-bian won the presidency in 2000 and the KMT that had been in power for more than fifty years became the opposition, The A to Z of Taiwan (Republic of China) is needed. The chronology charts the high points of its history, going back to a time when Taiwan had several names, up to the present. The introduction tells us much about the place, its inhabitants, and its different ruling political regimes. But the bulk of the information in this book is to be found in the dictionary, which includes several hundred entries on important persons; places and events; political parties and institutions; and major political, economic, social, and cultural aspects of the island country. This is obviously just a starting point, although a very substantial one; those who want to know more can consult the comprehensive bibliography that follows.

John F. Copper is the Stanley J. Buckman Distinguished Professor of International Studies at Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee. Far from being just an academic, he knows the region intimately, having lived in Asia for fifteen years, including six in Taiwan. He is the author of numerous articles and papers and more than twenty books on Taiwan, China, and Asian affairs. Among the most recent—all of which focus on critical issues—are Taiwan in Troubled Times, Taiwan: Nation-State or Province?, Consolidating Taiwan’s Democracy, and Playing with Fire: The Looming War with China over Taiwan. In addition to writing and lecturing, Dr. Copper has testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

Jon Woronoff

Series Editor


Note on Chinese Terms

The Wade-Giles System of romanizing Chinese words, terms, place names, and people’s names is generally used in this book. This is the system long used in Taiwan and is the system employed in romanizing Chinese in most historical works published in the West. The Pinyin System used in the People’s Republic of China is accepted for words whose referent is a current place or name in China. Sometimes words will be romanized in two systems, indicating that they are spelled differently in different places. In some cases, persons’ names are romanized using another system or from a dialect of Chinese rather than Mandarin. The author prefers to accept the spelling of the person’s name that he or she uses, even though it is not standard. Some aboriginal words are used in this book, taking whatever spelling is used in Taiwan. The reader should note that family names come first in Chinese; given names come last and, in Taiwan, are hyphenated if there are two given names.


Acronyms and Abbreviations





	ADB
	Asian Development Bank



	AIT
	American Institute in Taiwan



	APACL
	Asian Pacific Anti-Communist League



	APEC
	Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (forum)



	APPS
	Association for Public Policy Studies



	ARATS
	Association for Relations across the Taiwan Strait



	ASPAC
	Asian and Pacific Council



	BCC
	Broadcasting Corporation of China



	CAC
	Campaign Assistance Committee



	CAL
	China Airlines



	CBC
	Central Bank of China



	CBS
	Central Broadcasting System



	CCK
	Chiang Ching-kuo



	CCNAA
	Coordination Council for North American Affairs



	CDC
	China Development Corporation



	CEC
	Central Election Commission



	CEPD
	Council for Economic Planning and Development



	CETDC
	China External Trade Development Council



	CFL
	Chinese Federation of Labor



	CHT
	Chunghua Telecom



	CKS
	Chiang Kai-shek



	CLA
	Council of Labor Affairs



	CNA
	Central News Agency



	CNFI
	Chinese National Federation of Industries



	CPC
	Chinese Petroleum Corporation



	CRC
	Central Reform Committee



	CSC
	Central Standing Committee



	CSDP
	Chinese Social Democratic Party



	CTOC
	Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee



	CTS
	China Television Service



	CTV
	China Television Company



	CYC
	China Youth Corps



	CYP
	China Youth Party



	DPP
	Democratic Progressive Party



	DSP
	Democratic Socialist Party



	EPA
	Environmental Protection Administration



	EPC
	Economic Planning Council



	EPZ
	Export Processing Zone



	FAPA
	Formosan Association for Public Affairs



	FTV
	Formosa Television Corporation



	GATT
	General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade



	GIO
	Government Information Office



	ICDF
	International Cooperation and Development Fund



	IDF
	Indigenous Defense Fighter



	ITRI
	Industrial Technology Research Institute



	JCRR
	Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction



	KMT
	Kuomintang (or Nationalist Party)



	MAC
	Mainland Affairs Council



	MOFA
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs



	MSA
	Mutual Security Agency



	NDIPA
	National Democratic Independent Political Alliance



	NP
	New Party



	NSB
	National Security Bureau



	NSC
	National Science Council



	NSC
	National Security Council



	NTU
	National Taiwan University



	NUC
	National Unification Council



	OCAC
	Overseas Chinese Affairs Commission



	PCT
	Presbyterian Church of Taiwan



	PFP
	People First Party



	PRC
	People’s Republic of China



	ROC
	Republic of China



	SEF
	Straits Exchange Foundation



	STSP
	Southern Taiwan Science Park



	TAIP
	Taiwan Independence Party



	TCP
	Taiwan Communist Party



	TECRO
	Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office



	TIM
	Taiwan Independence Movement



	TMD
	Theater Missile Defense



	TRA
	Taiwan Relations Act



	TRAPP
	Tangwai Research Association for Public Policy



	TSEA
	Taiwan Security Enhancement Act



	TSU
	Taiwan Solidarity Union



	TTV
	Taiwan Television Corporation



	USAID
	United States Aid to International Development



	WTO
	World Trade Organization



	WUFI
	World United Formosans for Independence
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Chronology

c. 10,000 BCE There is human life on Taiwan.

206 BCE Taiwan is referred to in Chinese records as the “Land of Yangchow.”

CE 239 Chinese emperor Wu sends an expeditionary force to Taiwan to explore the island.

607 First of three exploratory missions from China are sent to Taiwan.

c. 1000 Chinese settlements are present in southern Taiwan.

c. 1350 Mongol Dynasty ruling China sends a mission to the Pescadores, where a base is established.

1517 Sailors on a Portuguese vessel sailing to Japan spot Taiwan and call it “Ilha Formosa” (beautiful island). This is the first mention of Taiwan in Western history.

1622 Dutch forces capture the Pescadores and build a base from which Dutch ships can control traffic through the Taiwan Strait.

1624 The Dutch reach an agreement with the Chinese government to evacuate from the Pescadores in return for establishing settlements on Taiwan. This marks the beginning of Dutch colonial rule of Taiwan.

1626 Spanish forces seize Keelung and from there expand to control northern Taiwan.

1628 Japanese settlers leave Taiwan under orders from the Tokugawa Shogunate, Japan’s military leader, as part of Japan’s isolationist policies.

1642 Dutch forces capture major Spanish settlements in northern Taiwan, thereby consolidating control over the island.

1659 Cheng Ch’eng-kung, also known as Koxinga, operating from a base in Taiwan, sends forces to China in an effort to overthrow the Manchu Dynasty and reestablish the Ming Dynasty. They almost capture Nanking.

1662 Cheng Ch’eng-kung defeats Dutch forces, marking the end of Dutch rule and the beginning of the “Cheng Dynasty” in Taiwan.

1683 Cheng family rule of Taiwan ends; China’s governance of Taiwan under the Manchu Dynasty begins.

1729 Emperor of China forbids immigration to Taiwan—under penalty of death.

1786 There is a major rebellion in Taiwan against Chinese rule.

1860 Several ports in Taiwan open to Western trade.

1874 Japanese punitive expedition is sent to Taiwan in response to aborigines killing Japanese sailors.

1884 Liu Ming-chuan becomes governor of Taiwan. French naval vessels attack port of Keelung.

1887 Taiwan is made a province of China.

1895 Treaty of Shimonoseki concludes Sino–Japanese War; Taiwan is ceded to Japan “in perpetuity.” Unsuccessful attempt is made to form the Republic of Taiwan.

1924 Lin Hsien-tang presents twelve-point grievances to Japanese colonial government.

1928 First university is established in Taiwan.

1935 Taiwan experiences its worst-ever earthquake; more than three thousand die.

1938 Chiang Kai-shek announces his intention to take Taiwan back from Japan.

1941 Taiwan serves as a base for Japanese forces that attack the Philippines.

1943 At the Cairo Conference, the United States and the United Kingdom promise Chiang Kai-shek the return of territories “stolen by Japan,” including Taiwan, to China after the war.

1945 July Allied forces at Potsdam reiterate the territorial provisions of the Cairo Declaration. 25 October Taiwan becomes part of the Republic of China as a result of Japan’s defeat in World War II.

1947 28 February A major rebellion breaks out against the rule of Nationalist Chinese governor-general Chen Yi; it is put down with force, and many Taiwanese are killed.

1948 29 December General Chen Cheng is appointed governor of Taiwan.

1949 The government of the Republic of China moves to Taiwan after its defeat on the mainland. Taipei becomes the provisional capital of the Republic of China. 10 December Chiang Kai-shek flies from Chengdu to Taipei. 15 December Wu Kuo-chen is named governor of Taiwan.

1950 6 January Taipei breaks diplomatic relations with the United Kingdom after the latter establishes formal ties with Peking. March Chiang Kai-shek resumes the presidency of the Republic of China. He names General Chen Cheng president of the Executive Yuan, or premier. 27 June As a result of the outbreak of the Korean War, U.S. president Harry S. Truman sends the Seventh Fleet to the Taiwan Strait, blocking a planned invasion of Taiwan by Mao. 2 July Popular election is held for Hualien City Council. 31 July General Douglas MacArthur meets Chiang Kai-shek in Taipei. U.S. aid to Nationalist China, now on Taiwan, is resumed.

1951 25 May The Legislative Yuan passes the Farm Rent Reduction Act, limiting rent on farm land to 37.5 percent of the value of the crop, marking the first stage of Taiwan’s land reform program. 9 September Allied nations sign a peace treaty with Japan. China is not represented. Taiwan’s status is not mentioned. 11 December The Taiwan Provincial Assembly (provisional) is established.

1952 28 April A peace treaty is signed between the Republic of China and Japan. Some interpret this to legalize the transfer of Taiwan to the Republic of China. Some say this is not the case since such was not cited in the treaty. 31 October China Youth Corp is formed.

1953 10 January The Legislative Yuan adopts the Land-to-the-Tiller Program—the second phase of land reform. The first four-year economic plan is announced. 12 April Karl Rankin becomes U.S. ambassador to the Republic of China. 27 September Chiang Kai-shek extends the term of the National Assembly elected in 1947, until another National Assembly can be elected.

1954 January Fourteen thousand Chinese captured during the Korean War who refuse repatriation to the People’s Republic of China arrive in Taipei. 11 March The National Assembly approves the indefinite extension of the Temporary Provisions of the Constitution. 22 March Chiang Kai-shek is reelected president for a second six-year term. Chen Cheng is reelected vice president. 4 June Chiang Kai-shek appoints Yen Chia-kan governor of Taiwan. 3 September Communist forces launch an artillery bombardment of Quemoy, the largest of the offshore islands held by the Republic of China. Washington pledges to help Taipei. 3 December The U.S.–Republic of China Defense Treaty is signed in Washington, D.C.

1955 January The northernmost island of the Tachen Island group (held by Taipei) falls to People’s Republic of China forces. All 720 of the Republic of China soldiers defending the island die. 26 January The U.S. Congress passes the Formosa Resolution authorizing the president to use American forces to defend Taiwan, the Pescadores, and “related positions and territories.” 3 March Foreign Minister George K. C. Yeh and U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles exchange ratification documents for the two countries’ mutual defense treaty.

1956 28 March Taipei informs the Philippine government that the Republic of China claims sovereignty over the Nansha Islands. 7 July The ground is broken for the construction of the East-West Cross Island Highway, the first modern road transversing the center of the island.

1957 3 May The Council of Grand Justices rules that the Legislative Yuan, the Control Yuan, and the National Assembly collectively will represent the Republic of China in international parliamentary organizations. 8 August General Chou Chih-rou is appointed governor of Taiwan. 26 September The first meeting of the Asian People’s Anti-Communist League is convened in Taipei. 20 October Chiang Kai-shek is reelected director-general of the Nationalist Party.

1958 23 August The second Offshore Island crisis begins with forces of the People’s Republic of China firing on Quemoy. 13 September U.S. president Eisenhower declares that the attack on Quemoy is preparatory to invading Taiwan and that the Formosa Resolution passed by Congress in 1955 applies to the present situation. 23 October President Chiang Kai-shek and U.S. Secretary of State Dulles issue a joint communiqué reaffirming their solidarity and stating that Quemoy and Matsu are “closely related” to the defense of Taiwan. The communiqué also states that the use of force would not be the “principal means” to restore the freedom of the people of China.

1959 26 March President Chiang Kai-shek issues a special message to the Tibetan people supporting their aspirations in accordance with the principle of self-determination. 21 July The Legislative Yuan revises the Conscription Law, stipulating that nineteen-year-olds are to be drafted for two years in the army or three years in the navy or air force. 7 August The worst floods in more than half a century hit central and southern Taiwan. 15 August Taiwan receives Nike-Hercules missiles from the United States.

1960 11 March The National Assembly adopts an amendment to the Temporary Provisions of the Constitution allowing the president and the vice president to exceed the two-term limit in Article 47 of the Constitution. 22 March Chiang Kai-shek is reelected to a third term as president and Chen Cheng to a second term as vice president. 9 May The East-West Highway is open to traffic. 18 June President Eisenhower visits Taiwan. Prior to and during the visit, military forces of the People’s Republic of China bombard Quemoy Island. 25 August The Republic of China Olympic Team during games in Rome protests the fact that their athletes have to compete under the name “Taiwan.” 6 September Yang Chuan-kuang wins the silver medal in the Olympic games for his performance in the decathlon.

1961 27 October The United Nations General Assembly votes for the admission of Outer Mongolia. Taipei abstains after previously vetoing. 1 December Taiwan’s first nuclear reactor is put into operation.

1962 9 February Taiwan opens its first stock exchange. 14 March Foreign Minister Shen Chang-huan announces that Taipei does not recognize Japan’s residual sovereignty over the Ryukyu Islands. 22 November General Huang Chieh is appointed governor of Taiwan.

1963 23 August Ambassador to the U.S. Tsiang Ting-fu signs the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. 12 November The 9th Party Congress of the Kuomintang opens in Taipei. 16 November Yen Chia-kan becomes premier.

1964 14 June Shihmen Dam is dedicated. 27 October Treaty of Amity is signed with South Korea.

1965 1 July The United States officially terminates its economic aid to Taiwan. 31 July the Republic of China and the United States sign an agreement on the status of U.S. military force in Taiwan.

1966 22 March The National Assembly elects Chiang Kai-shek to a fourth term as president. 3 December The Kaohsiung Export Processing Zone is inaugurated. It is the first of Taiwan’s export processing zones.

1967 1 February The National Security Council is formed, with Huang Shao-ku as its first secretary-general. 1 July Taipei becomes a special municipality, with Henry Kao as its mayor. 28 July The Executive Yuan extends the period of compulsory education from six to nine years.

1968 25 June Defense Minister Chiang Ching-kuo, Chiang Kaishek’s eldest son, is named vice premier. 24 August Taichung’s Golden Dragons baseball team wins Little League World Series.

1969 29 March The Kuomintang holds its 10th Party Congress.

1970 24 April Vice Premier Chiang Ching-kuo visits the United States; Taiwan independence advocates make an attempt on his life. 12 July Chi Cheng breaks the women’s record in the two-hundred-meter sprint in West Germany.

1971 24 August Construction on the North-South Freeway is started. 25 October The Republic of China is “expelled” from the United Nations after the United States loses a General Assembly vote to make the matter of the China seat an “important question” requiring a two-thirds majority; the China seat is given to the People’s Republic of China.

1972 28 February President Richard M. Nixon, during a visit to China, signs the “Shanghai Communiqué,” which states that the United States “does not challenge” Peking’s position that Taiwan is part of China. 21 March The National Assembly elects Chiang Kai-shek to a fifth six-year term as president. 26 May Chiang Ching-kuo becomes premier. 27 August The Taipei Little League baseball team wins the World Series. 29 September Japan severs diplomatic relations with Taipei.

1973 16 February Taipei revalues the New Taiwan dollar to NT$38 to US$1. 30 October Tsengwen Dam and Reservoir, the largest in Taiwan, is inaugurated.

1974 26 January Premier Chiang Ching-kuo announces price adjustment plan to stabilize economy. 20 April Taiwan–Japan flights by China Airlines and Japan Airlines are ended. 30 October The first F-5E jet fighter made in Taiwan under a joint agreement with the United States comes off the assembly line.

1975 5 April Chiang Kai-shek dies. 6 April Vice President Yen Chiakan becomes president. 28 April Premier Chiang Ching-kuo is elected chairman of the Central Committee of the Kuomintang.

1976 26 March Lin Yu-tang, Taiwan’s best-known writer, dies. 17 July The Republic of China Olympic Committee withdraws from the Montreal Olympic Games to protest its being forced to compete under the name “Taiwan.” 31 October Taichung Port is opened.

1977 3 June China Shipbuilding Corporation launches Burmah Endeavor, the world’s third-largest vessel. 22 October The first generator of Taiwan’s first nuclear power plant is put into use.

1978 21 March Chiang Ching-kuo is elected president. Shieh Tungmin is elected vice president—the first Taiwanese to hold this office. 26 May Former minister of economic affairs Sun Yun-suan is appointed premier. 30 June The International Monetary Fund lists the Republic of China as the world’s twenty-fifth-largest trading nation. 8 December The Legislative Yuan passes a bill unpegging Taiwan’s currency from the U.S. dollar. 15 December President Jimmy Carter announces that the United States will derecognize the Republic of China and will establish diplomatic ties with the People’s Republic of China. 17 December Five thousand people stage a protest outside the U.S. embassy in Taipei because of the decision to move the embassy to Peking.

1979 1 January The United States officially grants diplomatic recognition to the People’s Republic of China and breaks ties with the Republic of China. 10 April The U.S. Congress passes the Taiwan Relations Act into law. In it, the United States gives Taiwan security and economic guarantees and treats Taiwan as a sovereign nation-state. 17 June Charles Cross assumes the post of director of the American Institute in Taiwan, which replaced the U.S. embassy. 1 July Kaohsiung is elevated to the status of special municipality. 6 September The cabinet announces its decision to extend the territorial waters of the Republic of China to twelve miles and to establish a two-hundred-mile economic zone. 10 December Formosa magazine supporters organize a rally and parade in Kaohsiung to commemorate Human Rights Day, but also to protest policies that have caused Taiwan to become diplomatically isolated. The “Kaohsiung Incident” follows; more than one hundred people are injured, almost all of them police officers. Leaders of the protest are subsequently arrested. 17 December Tsiang Yen-si replaces Chang Paoshu as secretary-general of the Kuomintang Central Committee.

1980 1 January The U.S.–Republic of China Defense Treaty is terminated. 3 January The U.S. government announces that it will resume arms sales to Taiwan that had been suspended for a year. 6 December Seventy new members are elected to the Legislative Yuan, and seventy-six to the National Assembly in supplemental national elections. Many observers say it is the first competitive election in Taiwan at the national level and the beginning of democratic politics.

1981 18 February The government announces that it is planning to manufacture tanks, ships, and other sophisticated weapons. 29 March The Kuomintang holds its 12th Congress. 3 April President Chiang Ching-kuo is reelected chairman of the Kuomintang. 14 May The first European Trade Fair in Taiwan opens at the World Trade Center in Taipei.

1982 12 May The Council for Agricultural Planning announces the second phase of land reform. 16 August The United States and the People’s Republic of China sign a communiqué in which Washington promises to decrease and ultimately end weapons sales to Taiwan. Taiwan expresses its dismay at the move.

1983 14 January The Legislative Yuan passes a revision to the Trademark Act to impose prison sentences on violators. 7 June The Legislative Yuan passes the Firearms Control Act to place guns under strict control. 3 December Taiwan holds its second competitive national election. The Kuomintang wins a big victory, capturing fifty-two of seventy-one contested seats in the Legislative Yuan, leaving three to the opposition and three to independents.

1984 1 March The first domestically built jet training plane rolls off the assembly line. 21 March President Chiang Ching-kuo is elected to another six-year term. Lee Teng-hui is elected vice president. 20 May Former head of the Council for Economic Planning and Development, Yu Kuo-hua, is chosen premier. 2 June Chiu Chuang-huan becomes governor of Taiwan Province. 20 July The Legislative Yuan passes the Labor Standards Act.

1985 16 April Taiwan’s first test-tube baby is born. 23 May Hsu Shui-teh and Su Nan-cheng are appointed mayors of Taipei and Kaohsiung, respectively. 9 July The last part of a transoceanic telecommunications cable linking Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore is finished. 19 July The Ministry of Defense announces that Taiwan has successfully tested a homemade surface-to-air missile named Sky Bow.

1986 1 April A new value-added tax is inaugurated. 23 April Siamese twins are separated at National Taiwan University Hospital. 18 May The Ministry of National Defense announces that the Sky Sword missile is successfully tested. 25 September The Republic of China is readmitted to the Olympic Committee of Asia. 28 September The Democratic Progressive Party, made up of opposition politicians, announces its formation. 15 October Lee Yuan-tseh wins the Nobel Prize in chemistry. 6 November The DPP holds its first assembly and releases a draft of its charter and platform. 6 December The nation holds its first two-party election, with the Kuomintang competing against the DPP. The KMT wins.

1987 23 June The Legislative Yuan passes the National Security Law preparatory to ending martial law. 1 July Lee Huan is appointed secretary-general of the Kuomintang. 15 July The Emergency Decree, generally called martial law, is terminated. The National Security Law goes into effect. 1 August The Council on Labor Affairs is created. 1 November The Republic of China Red Cross announces that it is accepting applications from residents to visit relatives in China. 2 November The Central Bank announces that Taiwan has US$70 billion in foreign exchange reserves—the largest in the world.

1988 1 January Regulations go into effect allowing new newspapers to publish and all papers to increase the number of pages printed. 11 January The Legislative Yuan passes the Act on Assembly and Parades. 13 January President Chiang Ching-kuo passes away from heart failure. Vice President Lee Teng-hui is sworn in as president—Taiwan’s first native-born president. 27 January President Lee Teng-hui is elected chairman of the Kuomintang. 9 March The Council for Economic Planning and Development approves an NT$30 billion fund for assisting developing countries. 24 March The Government Information Office states that Taiwan has never engaged in the development of nuclear weapons. 18 April Mail from Taiwan begins going to China. 7 July The Kuomintang opens its 13th Party Congress. The ruling party democratizes many of its rules and procedures and elects a majority of Taiwanese to its powerful Central Standing Committee. 28 July The Executive Yuan approves regulations governing the importation of publications, films, and radio and television programs from China. 25 October A comprehensive farmers’ health insurance is started. 3 November Taiwan allows people from China to come to Taiwan to visit sick relatives. 10 December A prototype of Taiwan’s first homemade jet fighter plane, called the Ching-kuo, is displayed in public.

1989 20 January The Legislative Yuan passes the Law on the Organization of Civic Groups, which allows new political parties and organizations to form. 29 January The Legislative Yuan passes a new election law and the law on the voluntary retirement of senior parliamentarians. 17 April Teachers and staff of public schools are allowed to travel to China for family visits. 20 May Taipei proclaims its support for the Democracy Movement in China. 30 May Lee Huan is appointed premier. 31 May One million Taiwan students participate in a “hand to hand, heart to heart” rally in support of China’s Democracy Movement. 4 June President Lee Teng-hui issues a statement condemning the Tiananmen Massacre. 10 June Telephone lines are opened to China. 11 July The Legislative Yuan revises the Banking Act to end interest rate controls. 26 September The Executive Yuan issues an order allowing prodemocracy students from China to settle in Taiwan. 2 December The Democratic Progressive Party wins what is called a major upset victory in the national election, gaining a sufficient number of seats in the Legislative Yuan to propose legislation and to control district and city executive offices where 40 percent of the country’s population resides.

1990 1 March The Executive Yuan approves direct trade with the Soviet Union and Albania. 21 March President Lee Teng-hui is reelected president for a six-year term by the National Assembly in an uncontested vote, though Lin Yang-kang, a popular Taiwanese politician, and Chiang Wei-kuo, Chiang Kai-shek’s second son, had challenged Lee. Lee meets with four thousand prodemocracy students who had occupied Chiang Kai-shek Memorial for six days and pledges democratic reform. President Lee promises, among other things, a National Affairs Conference. 20 May Lee Teng-hui and Li Yuan-zu are inaugurated. Lee, in his address, announces opening channels of communication to China. 29 May President Lee appoints General Hau Pei-tsun as premier, causing opposition protest. President Lee also announces amnesty for political prisoners. 21 June The Council of Grand Justices rules that senior parliamentarians should retire by December 31. 4 July The National Affairs Conference ends after suggesting popular elections of presidents and mayors of Taipei and Kaohsiung, and other reforms. Delegates to the conference include members of the ruling party, the opposition Democratic Progressive Party, and academics. 26 August Taiwan wins the Little League World Series again. 11 October The Ministry of Interior restates that Tiaoyutai Islands belong to Taiwan. 18 October The Mainland Affairs Council is created. 21 November The Straits Exchange Foundation is established.

1991 31 January The Executive Yuan approves the Six-Year Development Plan aimed at improving the nation’s economic infrastructure at a cost over US$300 billion. Premier Hau says the plan will elevate Taiwan to the top twenty nations in the world in per capita income by the end of the century. 14 March The Executive Yuan passes the Guidelines for National Unification. 22 April The National Assembly passes the Additional Articles of the Constitution (constitutional amendments) and abolishes the Temporary Provisions. 30 April President Lee Teng-hui declares the termination of the Period of Mobilization (or state of war with the People’s Republic of China) effective May 1. 12 August Two journalists from China arrive in Taiwan, the first such visit. 13 November Taiwan joins the Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation group, along with China and Hong Kong. 21 December An election is held to pick a new National Assembly—the first national election that is not a supplementary election. The KMT wins and, according to some observers, gains a democratic mandate.

1992 28 February The official report of the “2-28 Incident” (in 1947) is released. 20 March The new or Second National Assembly convenes to take up the task of amending the Constitution. Changes are made to give National Assembly members a four-year term instead of a six-year term, and increase its powers. The Control Yuan is slated to become a semijudiciary body rather than one of the nation’s three parliamentary bodies. Amendments also make the provincial governor and county magistrate positions ones to be filled by direct popular vote. 16 May Taiwan’s sedition law (Article 100 of the Criminal Code) is revised, making it no longer a crime to discuss Taiwan’s independence or Communism. 7 July Interior Minister Wu Poh-hsiung announces that Taiwan’s Black List would be reduced from 282 to 5 names. 16 July The Legislative Yuan passes a statute decreeing that China is “one country, two areas” in regard to relations between Taipei and Peking, thereby recognizing laws in effect on the mainland and allowing Chinese Communist Party members to visit Taiwan. 31 July The Taiwan Garrison Command is abolished. The Coastal Patrol Command is created to assume the role of control of the coastline and smuggling. 22 August South Korea breaks diplomatic relations with Taipei and establishes ties with China—the last important Asian country to do so. 2 September President George H. W. Bush approves the sale of 150 F-16 fighter aircraft to Taiwan. 29 September Taiwan is granted observer status in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade as the “Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu.” 24 October The Mainland Affairs Council approves 158 categories of service industries that can invest in China. 1 November Peng Ming-min, known as the father of Taiwan independence, returns to Taiwan after twenty-two years in exile in the United States. 7 November The military administration of Kinmen and Matsu ends after forty-four years. 23 November Formosa Plastics announces scrapping its plan to build a giant petrochemical complex in China. 30 November U.S. trade representative Carla Hills visits Taiwan, the first such high official to do so in thirteen years. 19 December Taiwan holds its first nonsupplementary Legislative Yuan election. The opposition Democratic Progressive Party wins fifty seats, increasing its representation from 14.4 percent to 31.1 percent in what is considered a stunning victory.

1993 4 January President Lee Teng-hui gives the first-ever state of the nation address to the National Assembly. Shouting and fighting over the issue of Taiwan independence follow his speech. 10 January Thousands march in Taipei in support of Premier Hau Pei-tsun, who is expected to leave office soon. 4 February Premier Hau and his cabinet resign, ending weeks of political uncertainty while setting a precedent for cabinet dissolution following a legislative election. 27 February Lien Chan is sworn in as premier, the first Taiwanese to hold that office. 9 April President Lee announces that Taiwan will actively seek participation in the United Nations while calling for international support for this effort. 27 April The Koo-Wang talks between representatives of China and Taiwan begin in Singapore. 16 June The Legislative Yuan passes a “sunshine law” requiring two thousand high government and public officials to make their financial records public. 10 August The New KMT Alliance breaks with the ruling party and establishes the New Party. 16 August The 14th Congress of the Nationalist Party reelects President Lee Teng-hui as chairman, Vice President Li Yuan-zu, former Premier Hau Pei-tsun, Judicial Yuan president Lin Yang-kang, and Premier Lien Chan as vice chairmen. 16 September The Mainland Affairs Council issues the publication There Is No Taiwan Question: There Is Only a China Question in response to Beijing’s white paper The Taiwan Question and the Reunification of China.

1994 17 February The first squadron of the locally made Indigenous Defense Fighters goes into service. 12 April Cultural and educational exchanges with China are temporarily terminated because of the Qiandao Lake incident during which twenty-four tourists from Taiwan were murdered and robbed. 7 September The U.S. government announces that the Republic of China’s representative office in the United States can change its name to Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office, which is seen as an upgrading of Taipei’s diplomatic status. 22 September The UN General Assembly rejects a proposal on the Republic of China’s membership in the United Nations. 3 December The first popular election for governor of Taiwan province is held, and James Soong is elected. Elections for metropolitan city mayors are also held, after a hiatus of several years, and Chen Shui-bian is elected mayor of Taipei and Wu Den-yi mayor of Kaohsiung.

1995 30 January China’s President Jiang Zemin offers an Eight-Point Proposal urging Taiwan to hold talks that might lead to reunification. 28 February President Lee Teng-hui issues an apology to victims of the 28 February 1947 Uprising at the Taipei New Park. 1 March The National Health Insurance program is formally put in place. 7 June President Lee Teng-hui arrives in the United States where he gives an address at his alma mater, Cornell University. The visit is widely reported, and Lee wins considerable favorable publicity. Beijing, however, is angered by the visit. 21 June China begins firing surface-to-surface missiles at targets in the East China Sea 140 kilometers north of Taiwan in response to President Lee’s trip to the United States. 17 August Control Yuan president Chen Li-an announces that he is a candidate for president. 21 August Lin Yang-kang, vice chairman of the Nationalist Party, announces that he will be an independent candidate for the presidency. 31 August President Lee Teng-hui announces that he will run for another term as president. 25 August The DPP chooses Peng Ming-min as its candidate for the presidency. 2 December 164 delegates are elected to the Legislative Yuan. The KMT suffers a defeat in the polls but hangs on to a majority. The Democratic Progressive Party makes gains, but a number of its well-known candidates lose. The New Party makes big gains. Observers say the election was influenced by China’s missile tests.

1996 8 March China begins eight days of missile tests in the Taiwan Strait to intimidate Taiwan. 23 March Lee Teng-hui and Lien Chan, respectively, are elected president and vice president with 54 percent of the vote. The election is reported as the first direct election of a chief executive in five thousand years of Chinese history. Elections are also held for the 334-member National Assembly. 5 June President Lee reappoints Lien Chan to serve as premier. A number of Legislative Yuan members oppose the nomination because Lee had promised to appoint a new premier. 15 June The Democratic Progressive Party convenes its 7th National Congress and elects a former chairman, Hsu Hsin-liang, as its new chairman. 4 July The National Assembly convenes and elects Fredrick Chien as speaker. 18 July The European Parliament passes a resolution backing the Republic of China’s representation in international organizations. 24 August The Republic of China wins the 1996 Little League World Series. 12 September The Republic of China announces its policy on the Tiaoyutai Islands: absolute sovereignty, rational attitude, no need for cooperation with Beijing, and protection of fishing rights. 6 October The Taiwan Independence Party is formed. 21 November Taoyuan County Magistrate Liu Pang-you and seven other politicians are shot to death at Liu’s home in what is reported as a gang political assassination. 27 November South Africa announces that it will sever diplomatic relations with Taipei. 23 December The National Development Conference opens. 31 December Taiwan governor James Soong resigns after the National Development Conference recommends downsizing or abolishing the provincial government.

1997 28 February The day is declared a national holiday in memory of the 28 February 1947 Uprising. 2 March The ship Liana Feng arrives in Kaohsiung, the first ship from China to call at a port in Taiwan in more than five decades. 28 March The Tamsui line of the Taipei Rapid Transit System opens after ten years of construction. 14 April The first two of the 150 F-16 fighter planes purchased from the United States in 1992 arrive. 4 May A massive demonstration called “March for Taiwan” is held to protest the deterioration in social order. It is said to be the largest demonstration in Taiwan’s history. 8 May Minister of State Ma Ying-jeou resigns in protest over the Nationalist Party’s weak efforts to deal with corruption; Minister of Interior Lin Feng-cheng also quits. 1 August The Council of Grand Justices rules that legislators who engage in violence during legislative sessions will no longer be immune from arrest and prosecution. 25 August The Nationalist Party holds its 15th Congress and reelects President Lee Teng-hui party chairman with more than 93 percent of the vote. 1 September A new cabinet is sworn in with Vincent Siew the new premier. 30 September The Committee on International Relations of the U.S. House of Representatives passes a resolution to include Taiwan in a theater missile defense system. 29 November In elections for twenty-three city mayors and county magistrates, the Democratic Progressive Party wins twelve posts in a resounding victory. 31 December South Africa severs diplomatic relations with Taipei, the last important nation to do so.

1998 2 January The Legislative Yuan approves a statute defining the Republic of China’s territorial waters as twelve nautical miles from its shore. 10 January A public opinion poll indicates that Chiang Ching-kuo is the most admired of the Republic of China’s presidents. 21 February Pope John Paul II formally appoints Bishop Paul Shan of Taiwan a cardinal. 1 May In the largest labor rally ever, more than twenty thousand workers march in Taipei in protest of government labor practices. 28 May The Legislative Yuan passes a bill giving compensation to victims of martial law. 30 June President Bill Clinton, during a visit to China, states, “We don’t support independence for Taiwan, or two Chinas, or one Taiwan, one China, and we don’t believe that Taiwan should be a member in any organization for which statehood is a requirement.” 30 July Foreign Minister Jason Hu condemns violence against Chinese in Indonesia, especially the numerous rapes of Chinese women. 2 August Lin Yi-hsiung is sworn in as the eighth chairman of the Democratic Progressive Party. A leftist group in the party lodges protests against outgoing party head Hsu Hsin-liang for advocating engagement with China. 2 September An armored-car driver steals NT$49 million in the country’s largest robbery. 4 September The TAIEX (Taiwan’s Stock Exchange) falls to a ten-year low as a result of the Asian economic crisis and a slump on Wall Street. 18 October Koo Chen-fu meets with President Jiang Zemin of the People’s Republic of China, marking the highest-level contact across the Taiwan Strait in nearly five decades. 5 December President Lee Teng-hui uses the term “New Taiwanese” in an effort to play down ethnic differences in the context of an election campaign. 5 December Elections for seats in the Legislative Yuan, the city councils of Taipei and Kaohsiung, and the mayorships of these two metropolitan cities are held. The ruling Nationalist Party wins a healthy majority in the Legislative Yuan while taking back the mayorship of Taipei, though it loses the Kaohsiung mayorship race. 21 December Chao Shou-pu, former minister without portfolio, is appointed Taiwan’s new governor. A twenty-plus member advisory council replaces the Taiwan Provincial Assembly.

1999 21 February The government announces new economic policies to stimulate the economy, including cuts in bank taxes and reserve requirements. 1 March President Lee says China’s missile threat forces Taiwan to upgrade its defenses and consider participating in theater missile defense. Poll shows that 85 percent of the population supports joining TMD. 8 April President Lee calls for normalization of relations with China based on recognizing Taiwan as an equal. He rules out unification until China has adopted “social diversification and political democratization.” 27 May The Democratic Progressive Party chooses its presidential candidate for the March 2000 election, Chen Shui-bian. 7 June President Lee Teng-hui announces a US$300 million aid package to help Kosovo war refugees. 9 June President Lee Teng-hui, in an interview with the German radio company Deutsche Welle, declares that Taiwan’s relationship with China must be viewed as a state-to-state or special state-to-state one. 29 August The Nationalist Party picks Vice President Lien Chan as its candidate for the March 2000 presidential election. Premier Vincent Siew is chosen as his running mate. 4 September The Third National Assembly passes a constitutional amendment that extends the current terms of members from May 2000 to June 2002 and appoints all members on the basis of party proportional representation to the fourth National Assembly. 21 September A 7.3 magnitude earthquake hits Taiwan, the worst in sixty years. More than two thousand people are killed, and over eight thousand injured. 13 November Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara visits Taiwan for three days, the highest Japanese leader to do so since 1972. 17 November The Central Committee of the Nationalist Party ousts James Soong from the party for undermining party unity with his independent candidacy for president. 10 December Chen Shui-bian announces that Annette Lu is his choice for vice presidential running mate. 13 December A Nationalist Party member accuses James Soong of taking party money when he was secretary-general of the party.

2000 4 January Vice President Lien Chan announces that, if elected president, he will separate the Nationalist Party’s ties with business by putting its assets in an independent trust. 1 February The U.S. House of Representatives passes the Taiwan Security Enhancement Act by a vote of 341 to 70. China warns that relations with the U.S. will deteriorate if the bill becomes law. 21 February China publishes a policy paper “ultimatum” saying that if Taipei refuses to negotiate unification within a reasonable amount of time, China will use military force against the island. 15 March China’s Premier Zhu Rongji warns Taiwan voters not to vote for the “candidate of independence” (meaning Chen Shui-bian) as this might “trigger a war.” 18 March Democratic Progressive Party presidential and vice presidential candidates, Chen Shui-bian and Annette Lu, are elected with 39.3 percent of the vote. This ends more than fifty years of Nationalist Party rule of Taiwan. 25 March Former president Lee Teng-hui, after days of rioting and protest against him because Lien Chan lost the presidential election, resigns as chairman of the Nationalist Party. 29 March Chen Shui-bian names Tang Fei as his choice for premier. 31 March James Soong establishes the People First Party. 7 April Vice President-elect Annette Lu, on a Hong Kong television program, states that Taiwan is “a remote relative and close neighbor” of China. 8 April China’s Taiwan Affairs Office describes Lu as the “scum of the Chinese nation.” The People’s Daily accuses her of leading Taiwan into the “abyss of war.” 17 April The United States announces an indefinite postponement of the sale of Arleigh Burke–class destroyers equipped with the Aegis system to Taiwan. 24 April The Third National Assembly passes a constitutional amendment reducing its functions, including canceling its status as a standing body. 1 May Premier-designate Tang Fei announces a new cabinet. Thirteen members are from the Nationalist Party and eleven from the Democratic Progressive Party, indicating that President Chen seeks to form a coalition government. 20 May Chen Shui-bian and Annette Lu are sworn in as president and vice president respectively. President Chen uses conciliatory language in his inauguration speech, including announcing his “five noes” policy. 25 August China’s vice premier announces a “softer” definition of one China, stating that the “mainland and Taiwan are both parts of One China.” 3 October Chang Chun-hsiung becomes premier. 24 October The Control Yuan recommends the impeachment of former navy commander in chief Admiral Yeh and two vice admirals in connection with corruption in a warship purchase from France. 27 October Premier Chang cancels the partly built fourth nuclear power plant. The opposition is angered by the decision. 7 November Opposition legislators move to recall or impeach President Chen Shui-bian, charging him with contempt of the Constitution, retrogression in relations with China, and incompetence in handling the economy (the stock market having lost 40 percent of its value since Chen’s election). 12 November Nearly twenty thousand of Chen’s supporters demonstrate in Taipei in support of his cancellation of the fourth nuclear power plant.

2001 1 January The mini-three links between Quemoy and Matsu and China’s Xiamen and Fuzhou ports are implemented. 1 February The High Court drops embezzlement charges against James Soong filed during the 2000 election campaign. 14 February Premier Chang announces resumption of work on the fourth nuclear power plant. 26 March Taiwan-born Ang Lee’s film Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon wins four Oscars: best foreign film, best art direction, best cinematography, and best original score. 1 April The U.S. reconnaissance plane EP-3 collides with a Chinese fighter plane over the South China Sea while collecting information on new Chinese weapons that might be used against Taiwan. The damaged U.S. plane lands on Hainan Island; the plane and the crew are held by Chinese authorities, causing a major incident between the United States and China. 24 April President George W. Bush announces a very large package of arms that Taiwan can purchase from the United States, including Kidd-class destroyers and submarines, but not ships equipped with the Aegis system. China expresses serious concern. 25 May The government announces that the economy grew only 1.06 percent the first quarter, the worst performance in twenty-six years. 12 August Former president Lee Teng-hui declares his support for the Taiwan Solidarity Union at its inaugural meeting, a party Lee helped form. The TSU announces it is sponsoring thirty-nine candidates in the December election. 26 August President Chen lifts the US$50 million cap on investment in China. 23 September The Nationalist Party revokes Lee Teng-hui’s membership. 19 October Taiwan announces boycotting the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in Shanghai because China refused to accept its delegate, former vice president Li Yuan-zu, saying he is “too political.” 1 December In the election of Taiwan’s Fifth Legislative Yuan, the Democratic Progressive Party wins 87 of the body’s 225 seats, making it the largest party in the legislature. The Nationalist Party wins 68 seats in a major setback. The People First Party wins 46, and the Taiwan Solidarity Union 13. It is a victory for President Chen Shui-bian but does not give his bloc, pan-green, a majority in the legislature.

2002 1 January Taiwan becomes the 144th member of the World Trade Organization. 21 January Yu Shyi-kun is appointed premier. 24 January China’s vice premier says he would welcome a visit by officials of the DPP. 28 February The U.S. National Archives releases tapes from the Nixon presidency documenting Kissinger’s promise to China that the United States did not support Taiwan’s independence and that the United States would withdraw two-thirds of its troops once the Vietnam War ended. 9 March The Los Angeles Times discloses a classified Defense Department document that talks about the development of new nuclear weapons and targets and mentions possible military confrontation over Taiwan. 30 March The government raids Next magazine offices and seizes 160,000 copies of the recent issue that reports on the government’s $100 million fund for intelligence and diplomatic activities. Journalists claim harassment. 10 April Taipei District Court rules in favor of Vice President Lu, who had sued the Journalist magazine for reporting that she had leaked information about President Chen’s alleged sex scandal in 2000. 25 May A China Airlines plane carrying 206 passengers and 19 crew members breaks up in the air and crashes into the Taiwan Strait. There are no survivors. 21 July President Chen Shui-bian assumes the chairmanship of the Democratic Progressive Party at its 10th National Congress. 3 August President Chen calls for legislation for a referendum on Taiwan’s independence, saying, “Each side is a country.” 5 August Chinese officials say a declaration of independence by Taiwan would lead to “disaster” and would harm Taiwan’s economy, which is increasingly dependent on China. 19 September First Lady Wu Shu-jen delivers a speech at a reception for her at the Senate Russell Office Building in Washington, D.C. 4 November China signs a free trade agreement with ten Association of Southeast Asian nations leading to the creation of a free trade area by 2010; Taiwan is not included in the plan. 7 December Ma Ying-jeou and Frank Hsieh are elected mayors of Taipei and Kaohsiung respectively.

2003 5 February A high official in China states that accepting the one-China principle is no longer required for Taiwan to establish trade, shipping, and postal links. 18 April Lien Chan, head of the Nationalist Party, and James Soong, head of the People First Party, announce they are forming a joint ticket to run in the March 2004 election, with Lien as the presidential candidate and Soong the vice presidential candidate. Polls show they lead President Chen by eight points. 23 April Taiwan announces its first mass infection of SARS. 30 April Taiwan reports 451 cases of SARS, including 78 listed as probable. 5 July The World Health Organization announces Taiwan is removed from the list of areas affected by SARS after eighty-four die. 3 August President Chen calls for legislation on referendums and declares, “There is one state on each side of the Taiwan Strait.” China warns of “splittist forces” in Taiwan. 21 August Taiwan signs its first-ever free trade agreement—with Panama. 1 September Republic of China passports are issued with “Taiwan” in Roman script on the cover. 23 October Madam Chiang Kai-shek, Soong Mayling, dies in New York at the age of 106. 7 November President Chen formally declares that he will seek reelection and states that he will make the question of whether Taiwan should declare independence a central issue in the campaign. China responded with the bitterest comments in several years. 14 November Taipei 101, the tallest building in the world, opens. 28 November The Legislative Yuan passes the Referendum Act allowing citizens to vote on issues of national or local importance but bars referendums on the issue of sovereignty and disallows the president or cabinet from calling a referendum, though they allowed an exception in the case that Taiwan is threatened by a foreign power. 7 December President Chen announces that he will call a national referendum to coincide with the presidential election on 20 March 2004. 9 December U.S. President George W. Bush reiterates America’s one-China policy and expresses opposition to President Chen’s willingness “to make decisions unilaterally to change the status quo.”

2004 16 January President Chen discloses the content of referendums to be voted with the March presidential and vice presidential election: Should Taiwan strengthen its missile defense system if China refuses to withdraw its missiles targeted on Taiwan? Should Taiwan set up a “peace interactive network” to build consensus between people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait? U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell warns both China and Taiwan against trying to unilaterally resolve their differences. 19 March Both President Chen and Vice President Lu, while campaigning in Chen’s hometown of Tainan, are shot. The assailant is not caught. The opposition levels charges that the event was staged. 20 March President Chen and Vice President Lu win reelection by a very small margin—fewer than thirty thousand votes, or less than a 0.2 percent margin. Both referendums fail to get enough votes to pass. 21 March Demonstrations, some violent, are held in Taiwan’s major cities, led by the opposition that claimed Chen had “stolen” the election. The High Court orders ballot boxes sealed pending a recount. 7 April Lien Chan files a suit with the High Court to have the March election nullified. 11 April Forensic expert Henry Lee states that Chen and Lu were actually shot, but he does not rule out that the attack was staged. He says the crime scene was not preserved. About three hundred thousand demonstrators protest the election near the Presidential Palace; one hundred are injured. 23 August The Legislative Yuan votes for a bill containing constitutional changes, including reducing the size of the legislature from 225 to 113, changing the electoral system from a multimember district, and changing the single-vote system to a single-member, two-vote system. The KMT and DPP both support the changes. 23 September President Chen signs the Truth Commission Act (to investigate the March 19 shooting of the president and vice president), though he says it is unconstitutional. 25 September Premier Yu states publicly that Taiwan would be safe if it could respond to a Chinese missile attack by returning a rain of missiles on Chinese cities like Shanghai. He suggests a balance-of-terror situation like the Cold War. 25 September Thousands march in Taipei against the government’s proposed arms budget. Lien Chan calls for big cuts, allocating more money to social welfare, and for a more pragmatic policy toward China. President Chen states that 610 Chinese missiles are targeting Taiwan. 4 November The High Court rejects the petition of Lien Chan and James Soong to nullify the results of the March election. 11 December Pan-green fails to win a promised majority in the legislative election; the media reports it is a setback. Pan-blue keeps its majority and even enhances its control of the legislature with the victory of several friendly independents. Analysts say President Chen overestimated the appeal of Taiwan independence. Others say the United States expressing anger with Chen may have had an impact. 14 December Chen Shui-bian resigns as chairman of the Democratic Progressive Party, apologizing for the party’s legislative election loss. 16 December Laina Chiang, wife of Chiang Ching-kuo, dies at the age of eighty-eight.

2005 25 January Frank Hsieh becomes premier. 19 March Taiwan’s police announce they have a prime suspect, Chen Yi-hsiung, in the attempt to assassinate President Chen Shui-bian and Vice President Annette Lu. He reportedly blamed Chen for the poor economy and committed suicide shortly after the attack. Many people do not believe the police account. 26 March Hundreds of thousands of people attend a rally to protest China’s recently enacted Anti-Succession Law stating that China will use military force against Taiwan if it declares independence. 26 April Nationalist Party chairman Lien Chan visits China and talks to President Hu Jintao. A joint communiqué is signed that mentions promoting cross-strait negotiations, economic exchanges, and international activities. Lien is treated almost as a visiting head of government. 5 May James Soong visits China; he is given high-profile treatment. 7 June The National Assembly ratifies a group of constitutional reforms approved by the Legislative Yuan in August 2004 that would terminate the National Assembly and transfer its power of impeachment to the Judicial Yuan, reduce the number of seats in the legislature from 225 to 113, and increase the length of its term to four years to match the term of the president and vice president. 18 August China and Russia for the first time hold joint military exercises, aimed at fighting terrorism, extremism, and separatism (meaning Taiwan independence). 21 August Thai workers help build Kaohsiung’s rapid transit system riot over poor living conditions, embarrassing both local and national governments in Taiwan. 7 September President Chen vows to abolish the death penalty in Taiwan “so that Taiwan can become a country founded on human rights.” However, polls show that 80 percent of the public supports keeping the death penalty. 9 September Premier Hsieh announces Taiwan’s first cloned goat. 15 September Vice Foreign Minister Michael Kau criticizes the United Nations for “political apartheid” after Taiwan’s thirteenth bid for membership is turned down. 16 September The Supreme Court upholds the results of the March presidential election and rejects opposition parties’ pleas to have it declared null and void. 7 October A United Daily News poll registers Chen Shui-bian’s popularity at 25 percent, the lowest since he became president. In the same poll, 56 percent of respondents said they were dissatisfied with the DPP, while 61 percent said the DPP had lost its core values and 49 percent said the party was corrupt. 25 October The Legislative Yuan passes the National Communications Commission bill, which will make the commission the highest media watchdog agency, taking over that responsibility from the Government Information Office. 21 November Chen Che-nan, former secretary-general to President Chen Shui-bian, and twenty-one others are indicted for corruption in the Kaohsiung mass rapid transit construction scandal. 3 December The Nationalist Party wins big in municipal elections; the DPP gets only six seats of twenty-three posts contested. Corruption is seen as a major cause of the DPP setback.

2006 1 January President Chen, in his New Year’s address, promises a new Constitution and talks of risks of doing business in China, prompting a stock market sell-off. 10 January Robert Tsao, chairman of United Microelectronics Corporation, is indicted for making illegal investments in China. 13 January The legislature slashes the government’s budget by NT$36.5 billion (or 2.3 percent), including money for arms purchases. 17 January Frank Hsieh resigns, taking blame for the December election defeat. 18 January Yu Shyi-kun is elected chairman of the DPP. 20 January Direct flights to and from China for the Lunar New Year allow people to make the trip more easily. 20 February The February 28 Memorial Foundation publishes a report on the 2-28 Incident saying that Chiang Kai-shek was the “chief culprit.” Ma Ying-jeou warns President Chen against abolishing the National Unification Council and urges him to stop the “power struggle” and work for the people. 27 February President Chen announces disbanding the National Unification Council and ending the National Unification Guidelines. The Department of State calls on Chen to “correct the record” and affirm that the status quo is not changed. 7 March Ang Lee is the first Asian to win an Oscar for directing the movie Brokeback Mountain. 13 March The family of Chen Yi-hsiung, the alleged shooter of the president and vice president, say they were coerced by police to give testimony. Chen’s widow says he is innocent. 20 March Nationalist Party head, Ma Ying-jeou, visits the United States and talks to high officials there. The visit is given considerable publicity in the United States. 4 May The United States allows President Chen only a stopover in Anchorage or Honolulu on his trip to Latin America, the lowest-level treatment for a Taiwan leader in more than a decade. 26 May Dr. Chao Chien-ming, President Chen’s son-in-law, is arrested on charges of insider trading. 1 June In the context of declining popularity, below 20 percent in most polls, President Chen says he will delegate authority on domestic affairs to the premier. 2 June Ma Yung-cheng, secretary to President Chen, resigns from office amid corruption charges. 13 June The Legislative Yuan votes on a bill to recall President Chen Shui-bian.
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