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One morning Ellie wandered
along the beach collecting
pebbles. An older girl was sitting
on a log. She watched Ellie for
a few seconds.
“Want to see my magic boat?”
she asked.
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Ellie followed the girl to an old
blue boat that was half buried in
the sand. The girl climbed into
the boat and told Ellie to sit
behind her.
The boat did not seem magic at
all. Its paint was peeling, and the
seat under Ellie was rough and
splintery.
Ellie looked across the beach
at Nonna. Nonna waved. She
seemed very far away.
“Let’s go to sea!” said the girl.
Ellie clutched the sides of the
boat and closed her eyes.
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Every summer morning
Ellie and Nonna went to the beach.

