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INTRODUCTION

Year after year Romance fiction outsells every other fiction genre. According to Romance Writers of America, romance books sold an estimated $1.35 billion in 2013, and there’s no sign of the genre slowing down.

With the growing trend of self-published authors becoming mainstream successes, the sky’s the limit. Self-published authors such as Bella Andre can sell millions of books; last year that phenomenal success led Andre to a lucrative book deal with Harlequin MIRA. And as of this writing self-published erotic romance author E. L. James has sold more than 100 million copies of her record-breaking Fifty Shades trilogy globally and has gone on to become one of the highest-earning authors ever.

With a great story idea you too could have a best seller on your hands. So what is a great story? There are two basic elements that are fundamental to every beloved romantic novel, from Twilight by Stephenie Meyer to Outlander by Diana Gabaldon: a central love story and a satisfying ending. What happens in your story, how your lovers find their way to one another, and how it ends, is all up to you.

The key to a great romance novel isn’t beautifully written prose or snappy dialogue—though they can add interest. The best-selling and most enjoyable books all tell great stories. And a great story can be difficult to create without a spark of a story capturing your attention and setting your imagination afire.

Romance writing prompts are different than the traditional writing prompt. Rather than striving to create a scene, they’re designed to help you imagine and create a best-selling romance novel. Romantic scenarios are presented and questions are asked to help guide you forward as you create fully realized story lines.

This ebook is divided into the most widely beloved and recognized romance genres of our time. There’s something for everyone, including the widely popular paranormal romance genre, inspirational fiction, erotic romance, and even some young adult prompts. Of course, you can bend any one of these writing prompts to your will and mold it to a genre that best suits you. There’s no reason why a prompt that’s categorized as a paranormal romance couldn’t be modified to be a historical romance, or vice versa, and heroines can become heroes as your story line takes shape.

START WRITING

Make your way through the prompts by writing a little each day, or find an idea that inspires you and focus solely on that idea.
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