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Introduction

This book is your must-have guide to macraweaving, the exciting new craft that brings together two timelessly popular fibre arts, macramé and weaving. By combining the essential knots of macramé with three of the most fundamental weaving techniques, you will discover how simple it can be to work with texture and colour to make beautiful, eye-catching pieces for your home.

Whether you are looking to learn a fresh skill, or to take your macramé to a whole new level, you’ll find everything you need right here. We’ve put together an enticing selection of eighteen projects for you to choose from to satisfy all your creative ambitions, whether you are searching for functionality or for an artistic feature to transform a room.

Every project, be it our simple starter Keeper Key Rings to our phenomenal Pride and Joy Wall Hanging, is explained in clear step-by-step detail. We begin with the macramé element for each, as this must be done first to create a structure of negative spaces, or warp threads, through which the weft threads are woven in the weaving element.

In devising our designs, we have aimed to introduce you to a wide variety of decorative possibilities, using an assortment of rope in different fibres and thicknesses, exploring rich colourways and interesting textural techniques.

You’ll find more information on the materials we have used in the Techniques section, along with essential illustrated reference on the knots and the weaves, as well as a comprehensive guide to understanding the macraweave technique, which we suggest you practise in full before beginning your first project. Each project chapter lists the materials you will need and the techniques required, so you can review the tying and weaving sequences as you go; follow these precisely and you will find that even the most complex of designs is easier to achieve than you may have expected.
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Techniques
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Understanding Macraweave

A macraweave is a fusion of the textile-making arts of macramé and weaving, but to understand the macraweave, we must first take a look at macramé and its negative spaces.

The negative spaces in a macramé piece are the areas where there are no knots tied. The vertical cords of these negative spaces resemble that of the warp threads in weaving and can therefore be used in the same way.

A macraweave is made by first making a macramé structure with a negative space or spaces, then applying weaving techniques through the negative space of the macramé. The tension of the negative space is very important as there is no device (such as a loom) to facilitate the weave, so you must make sure that all the vertical cords in the negative space are uniformly taut before attempting to weave through them.

Once you have created a negative space (the warp) you will begin to weave in new threads horizontally using weaving techniques. These cords can be referred to as the weft and it is also important to keep a uniform tension with these cords.
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The macramé structure is the first stage of creating a macraweave piece. The vertical cords where no macramé knots are tied, that is the negative space, act as the warp. It is important to keep these cords uniformly taut so your weaving is neat.
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Once the macramé element is complete, the weaving element can begin. Here the peach rope is the weft and it has been woven through the negative space using a simple tabby weave in a two over two under pattern.


Note: Each project features a photo or photos annotated with circled numbers that cross reference to the step-by-step instructions. However, due to the nature of creating the piece, some steps can’t be shown, e.g., mounting techniques, or where macramé cords have been woven over, or where rya knot fringing (Pride and Joy Wall Hanging) or project construction (shoulder bag and clutch purse) obscures steps. Take the time to read the pattern instructions carefully before you begin.




Essential Terminology

Before you start on your macraweave journey, there is some essential terminology that you need to familiarise yourself with. This list covers all of the terms used for the macramé knotting and weaving techniques:

Negative space: The area where there are no knots tied in a macramé piece. The negative space is used as the warp threads in a macraweave.

Warp: The vertical yarns that are held stationary and through which the weft threads are woven. In a macraweave, the warp will be comprised of pre-existing macramé threads rather than the cords that are attached to the loom in traditional weaving.

Weft: The yarn or set of yarns that are worked through the weft threads in a horizontal manner.

Sinnet: A vertical column of tied knots.

Row: A series of knots tied side by side.

Working cords: The cords that are used to create the knot.

Filler cords: The non–working cords around which the working cords are tied.

Holding cord: The object onto which cords are tied, that is a ring, a dowel or another piece of rope.

Alternate cords: The means by which you create a new knot by taking half of the cords from a previous knot together with half of the cords from its adjacent knot to form a new group.




Materials

This section gives us the opportunity to introduce you to the most important material of all for any macraweave artist, the cords for tying the knots and weaving the negative spaces, as well as a few basic tools that you will need. The exact materials used for each design are listed at the beginning of each project chapter.

For the macramé structure in the projects we have used either thick cotton rope or hemp. When choosing your cotton rope, note that we have used a very soft 3-ply twisted cotton, although this can be substituted for cotton string. For the weaving element we have used a number of different fibre types, from soft yarns such as tapestry wool and cotton thread, to more textured materials including hemp, jute and sisal.

The length and thickness of the cords required for each design is given in the materials list at the start of each project. We suggest that you use the exact materials as we have for the macramé structure, but when you are confident with the macraweave technique, do explore making substitutions for our choices for the weaving element. Cord is available through the authors' website www.edeneve.com.au or from all good suppliers and haberdashery stores.

Tools

The basic tools you will need are scissors and a tape measure. Some of the projects do require the use of a hot glue gun and if so, this is noted in the materials list at the beginning of the project chapter. Unlike traditional loom weaving, the weaving element in our macraweave projects rarely requires tools. We have hand woven almost all of the projects, however some of the smaller more intricate projects, such as the key ring, benefit from the use of a yarn or tapestry needle. This type of needle has a rounded tip, with a large eye for threading thicker threads through. It is also helpful for weaving in the cord ends for a neat finish.
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Note: When buying and cutting rope and cord, use either the metric or the imperial measurements given – do not switch between the two.
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General Techniques

Before you begin working on a piece, it is important to familiarise yourself with all the techniques you may require to create your chosen project. Start by taking the time to read through this section, which includes handy tips on getting started as well as advice on how to neatly finish your macraweave masterpieces.

Mounting Techniques

It is very important to have a firm tension when working on the macramé structure and weaving element of your projects, so set yourself up with the correct equipment to mount your projects.

For small projects such as the jewellery and key rings, we recommend investing in a project board. This is printed with a grid and cords, and hardware can be attached to it using T-pins. Alternatively, a flat surface and adhesive tape will suffice.

For most of the projects, we have used a clothes rack as a work station. You can use S-hooks to secure a ring or a piece of dowel to the rack. Alternatively, you can simply use rope to tie them on to your rack.

Wrapping a Ring

Secure one end of your rope length onto the ring with craft glue or a hot glue gun, pressing it down firmly. Taking the long end of the cord through the ring, wrap the rope around the ring to cover it completely leaving just enough space to secure the cord end to the ring, again with glue, once trimmed.
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Fraying

This is a finishing technique where the rope is unravelled by separating each strand into its constituent parts to create a fringe, or for a tassel.
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Plaiting

Plaiting is the interlacing of three cords or groups of cords to create a braid. Cross the left-hand cord over the centre cord to become the centre cord. Then cross the right-hand cord over the new centre cord so that it now takes the centre position. Continue to alternate left- and right-hand cords to the centre position to form the braid.

Numbering Cords

This is a way of counting cords to find the exact section to begin working from in a macramé pattern. Cords are counted from left to right, usually mentally for smaller projects where fewer cords are used.

When working on large projects that use many cords to create the pattern, it is easy to lose count. To help you to keep track, you can temporarily tie a piece of bright yarn around every tenth cord, or you can use pegs to keep groups of cords together.

Joining Weaving Cords

To create a thicker textured yarn, lay cord ends of equal lengths together and use tape to secure them.
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Adding Weaving Cords

This technique enables you to add more yarn if you have run out or if you want to change the type of yarn you are weaving with. Simply add in the new thread next to the previously worked thread, keeping the over and under pattern.
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Weaving Finishing Technique

For Macramé Knots

Bring the cord ends to the back of the design and pass them underneath the loop of one or more knots.
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For Weft Threads

Bring loose weft ends at the side or the front of the woven area to the back. Use a needle or your hands to weave in all ends, so they can’t be seen at the front.
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Lacing Up

The sides of the pocket on the clutch purse are laced together by threading the holding cord through the spaces in the alternating square knot patterns.
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Whip Stitch

This is a basic stitch that is used to secure two layers of material together. Be sure to work through both layers and aim to keep your stitches uniform.
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The Knots

Overhand Knot

An overhand knot is a way of tying a single cord to stop the end from fraying.
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1. Bring the cord end up and over itself to form a loop.
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2. Pull the cord end through the loop to secure.
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Note: To make a double overhand or triple overhand knot, simply repeat the steps as necessary.

Wrapped Knot

A wrapped knot is generally used at the top and bottom of a hanging piece to secure the cords together.
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1. Form a loop just below the cords to be wrapped, with the short end facing upwards.
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2. Bring the long end back up to just below the short end and wrap firmly around all of the cords. Wrap until it reaches your desired length, ensuring that you do not cover the loop. Bring the long end down through the loop.

[image: ]

3. Pull the short end up until the loop is about half way through the wrap. Trim the ends of the cords used to make the wrapped knot.
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Half Hitch Knots

Half hitch knots are important and widely used in macramé. They are made with a working cord and holding cord, and can be used in a vertical, horizontal or diagonal manner by changing the angle of the holding cord. These instructions show you how to create various half hitch knots.
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1. Begin with the working cord 2 under the holding cord 1. Bring the working cord up and over the holding cord and down through the loop. This is a half hitch.

[image: ]

2. Bring the working cord up and over the holding cord again, completing the double half hitch.
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3. Bring the working cord up and over the holding cord a third time to create a triple half hitch.

[image: ]

Horizontal Double Half Hitch

This is a series of double half hitches tied along a horizontal holding cord.
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Diagonal Double Half Hitch

This is a series of double half hitches tied along a diagonal holding cord.
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Reverse Lark’s Head Knot

The reverse lark’s head knot is most commonly used as a way of mounting cords onto a piece of dowel or another horizontal holding cord.
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1. Fold one length of cord in half and place it over the holding cord or dowel.

[image: ]

2. Bring the cord ends through the loop.

[image: ]

3. Pull the cord ends to secure the knot.
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