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introduction

This book celebrates the new generation of gorgeous gourmet yarns that are available to modern knitters and crocheters.

Visiting a yarn store used to be a straightforward experience. You could walk in, choose a weight of yarn to match the pattern you were planning to make, and then pick out a colour or three. Simple. Now there is a whole new dimension: texture. Not just texture as in ‘a bit fluffy’ or ‘quite shiny’, but something really different, from poke-your-eye-out wild, to yarn so alluringly soft and fluffy you want to bury your face in it (don’t try this in the yarn store!).

It’s goodbye to plain old wool and humdrum cotton and hello to a whole new world of tantalising treats: luxurious mixtures of cashmere and angora, slinky twists of ribbon, gauzy mixes of mohair and silk, loopy bubbly bouclé, sparkling lurex, lush alpaca, and tufty, shaggy yarns reminiscent of fleeces and fake fur. And then there’s colour to play with… from beautifully subtle hand-dyed shades that melt and merge into one another, to outrageously bright and vibrant synthetics, exploring yarn through colour is a truly glorious experience.

This book features 20 inspiring projects, split across four categories: home, kids, adults, and gifts. And dedicated knitters should take a deep breath… each section includes one crochet design. If you haven’t tried crochet yet, I promise that if you spend half an hour practising using the simple 
step-by-step instructions (see pages 22–23), you will be proficient enough to complete any of the crochet designs without yarn-related tears.

Every project in this book requires two balls…or less. Why two balls? Small-scale projects are ideal for experimenting with new types of yarn without worrying too much about the cost (and some designer yarns come with a hefty price tag). But don’t begrudge the cost; if you are going to make something with just two balls, you may as well make sure they are beautiful, unique and just 
a little bit special.

Using one or two balls doesn’t put a straitjacket on creativity: there are more fabulous designs that can be made with one or two balls than can fit into just one book, or indeed a whole bookstore. And these projects offer a significant advantage: they can be made quickly and simply. All the projects in this book are pretty straightforward; if you need extra support, refer to the techniques section (pages 16–21).

So, next time you take a trip to the yarn store, don’t bypass the ‘fancy’ section; dive in and choose something different to explore and experiment with. I hope this book will guide you through the new world of gourmet yarns, giving advice on the yarns and how best to use them, and inspire you to slip a little luxury onto your needles.
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adventures in yarn

In this section, we look at the tempting array of glorious gourmet yarns available, celebrating the properties that make them so special and giving advice on how best to show them off.
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Caught by the fuzz: furry and fuzzy yarns


Furry and fuzzy yarns vary in thickness from feathery to shaggy; all are gloriously tactile.



What is it?

Furry and fuzzy yarns are available with either a short pile or a longer pile of feathery strands. When knitted up, these yarns have a lush texture that can be light-weight with fronds, or shaggy and furry. They are available in both synthetic and natural fibres and a number of weights; the heavier yarns knit up to create a fairly dense fabric that resembles fake fur.

What can I make with it?

I used a mohair-and-wool mix fake-fur yarn to trim the crocheted baby bonnets (pages 46–49). I also used an extravagant concoction of synthetic fibres for the Bollywood bag (pages 106–108).

What’s it for?

Fake-fur yarns are ideal for trimmings, such as collars and cuffs. They are beautiful when used in knits for the home; use them to make a luxurious caramel border for a cream cable-knit blanket, or to add a stripe of texture across the middle of an otherwise plain cushion. Furry, fuzzy yarns are also a great fabric for children.

Yarn hints and tips

It’s best to use these yarns with simple stitches, as all stitch definition will be lost behind the tufts and fibres. Also, this yarn can be tricky to knit with because the individual stitches on the needle are hard to see. Pay close attention to what you’re doing – work in a good light!
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Wild at heart: wild yarns


Wild yarns combine extravagant, exuberant texture featuring a mixture of fibres with a wild and heady approach to colour.



What is it?

Wild, crazy yarns are packed with personality. The construction of these yarns tends to feature a core thread, sometimes shot through with lurex, with other strands of fabric or straggles of rags flaring out at intervals to create a lively, dramatic effect. These yarns often feature both a mixture of textures and vibrant colours.

What can I make with it?

In this book, I’ve used a wild raggy-ribbon yarn to make a strikingly colourful storage cube (pages 34–37), and a fun, tufty yarn for a children’s gilet (pages 64–66).

What’s it for?

Wild yarns may seem quite childlike and garish when you see them on the shelf, but they can be used to make sophisticated items. They look amazing when worked up

into larger garments such as cardigans, and make lively and colourful fashion accessories.

Yarn hints and tips

As with furry and fuzzy yarns, these yarns are best shown off with simple stitches – if you use any complicated or fancy stitches, they just won’t be seen amid the fuzziness of the knitted fabric. If you are knitting an item that has a right side and a wrong side, and you want to get the strands and tufts on one side of the fabric to show them off in all their glory, simply pull them through with a crochet hook. These yarns can also be a little tricky to handle, as it can be hard to see each individual stitch on the needle. Again, work in a good light, and slow down if you tend to be a speedy knitter. On the positive side, however, these yarns are often quite substantial, so tend to be quick to knit up on larger-size needles.
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Break out the bubbly: bouclé yarn


Bouclé yarn is distinguished by its curls and snarls; it is available in a range of weights from the light and loopy to a chunky yarn that is almost matted-looking.



What is it?

Bouclé yarn has a core thread bunched up with another yarn with more bulk to give a very textural effect when knitted or crocheted, full of loops, curls, bubbles and bobbles. These yarns tend to be made from natural fibres such as wool and cotton. They are available in a variety of weights, from light-weight yarns with little loops, to chunky yarns with dense bobbles. These yarns are wonderfully tactile and extremely versatile.

What can I make with it?

I’ve used a luscious bouclé yarn for a large floor cushion, featuring a drop-stitch pattern that really shows off the unique texture of this yarn (pages 42–44). The friendly, bobbly faces of a children’s kitty backpack and lion pyjama case (pages 50–55) are also made from bouclé. This yarn can be pretty robust, so is useful for children’s items that may receive a lot of wear and tear. I also used a hybrid of bouclé and ribbon yarn to give a contemporary update to the sophisticated cloche hats of the flapper era; this yarn when knitted up produces a soft yet dense texture somewhat like towelling.

What’s it for?

Bouclé yarn can knit up to quite a dense texture, so is ideal for accessories to protect you from the cold; try it for lush winter-weight scarves, or a curly-textured beanie hat.

Yarn hints and tips

Bouclé yarns can be a little difficult to work with, as the loops of the yarn can get snagged on the needle; it’s important to keep the yarn taut as you work. You might find you have to knit more slowly than usual in order to avoid snarling up the yarn.
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Tie it with a ribbon: ribbon yarns


Ribbon yarns are a glamorous option – 
lustrous and fluid, and often shot through with sparkle.



What is it?

Knitting or crocheting with ribbon is quite special. The flat strands knit up beautifully to give a fabric that has a satiny sheen and a lovely soft feel. Ribbons are quite often created from synthetic fibres, although some combine synthetics with cotton and wool. These yarns vary in texture; some veer towards the wild with eyelash variations, while others are smooth and sinuous. My favourites are ones that are dyed in an interesting way to give the finished piece a multi-tonal dimension.

What can I make with it?

I have shown off the fluid texture of ribbon yarn in a wonderfully slinky scarf (pages 68–71). I have also used a ribbon yarn in a lustrous nylon-and-mohair-mix ribbon yarn teamed with spangly lurex for a glamorous hipster belt (pages 102–105).

What’s it for?

Ribbon yarns often knit or crochet up into a fabric with a lovely drape, making them ideal for elegant shawls, draping dresses and silky throws. They are also perfect for making fringes, for example to edge a scarf or shawl.

Yarn hints and tips

Ribbon yarns are fairly easy to handle and tend to be quite chunky, so they work up satisfyingly quickly on larger-size needles. However, one problem you might find is that because the yarn is so sheeny and smooth, the stitches may drop off your needle and cause an accidental ladder in the knitted fabric. Using bamboo needles may help, as the bamboo grips on to the yarn more than slippery aluminium needles do. You might need to knit a little more slowly than usual, and keep a crochet hook handy to pick up any dropped stitches.
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Chunky monkey: slubbed and super-chunky yarns


Slubbed and chunky yarns have a wonderfully robust and woolly texture.



What is it?

It seems like only yesterday that medium-weight (aran) yarns were the chunkiest yarns you could buy. Now we have an explosion of super-bulky wools (and these yarns tend to be wool) all clamouring for our extra-large needles. Slubbed yarns are hybrids that vary in thickness from very, very skinny to super-chubby. I’ve put slubbed yarns in the same family as chunky, as they tend to work best when knitted on the same larger-sized needles.

What can I make with it?

I’ve used a slubbed wool yarn for a summery crocheted shrug (pages 72–75), and some gloriously colourful bulky wool for the ingenious pebble-shaped pillows (pages 30–33) and a cosy capelet for a child (pages 60–63).

What’s it for?

These yarns are robust and resilient; a slubbed yarn would look fantastic as a cosy rug to add colour to a favourite room, while bulky-weight wool creates sturdy bags and wonderfully warm garments such as zip-up jackets and cosy winter hats.

Yarn hints and tips

Wool is generally an easy yarn to work with. With slubbed yarns, you might feel that your tension is very wobbly, as the yarn changes between thick and thin parts, but it will even out over all. Also, if you’re used to thinner needles, the fat needles needed for this work may feel clumsy and awkward. Stick with it – you’ll soon adapt – and take a break if you feel you are straining your wrists or shoulders.
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The best of the rest…

All taped up: tape yarns

Tape yarns are flat, woven yarns that look a little like cotton jersey or T-shirt material. They are available in both synthetic and natural fibres. The texture of these yarns is very flat and even.

In this book, I’ve used tape yarn for a slinkily glamorous camisole top (pages 76–79) and for a delightful dog jumper in a linen tape yarn (pages 94–97).

Tape yarns work best for garments, particularly body-skimming, drapey garments, such as crocheted shawls and well-fitted sweaters and vest tops.

These yarns are easy to handle and knit up quickly. One thing you might need to look out for is that these yarns can be fairly heavy, and the knitted or crocheted fabric can ‘drop’. If you are making a garment and want to make sure it fits well without sagging, measure the work hanging off the needles, not when it’s laid out flat.

Hot metal: lurex and 
metallic yarns

Lurex and metallic yarns have a crisp, hard texture and tend to come in bright, glinting, jewel-like colours. I wouldn’t recommend them for making garments – they would be too harsh and scratchy worn directly against the skin –but their glitter and glitz are wonderful for fun accessories or to add a touch of sparkle when added to another yarn.

I’ve used lurex for some gloriously kitschy purses and make-up bags (pages 90–93), and for the spangly edgings on the crocheted belt (pages 102–105). Metallic threads also add glints and glimmer to the Bollywood bag (pages 106–108) and the Giddy gilet (pages 64–66).

Lurex yarns don’t have the softest handle, so you might find it easier to knit them with smooth metal needles rather than the more ‘grippy’ bamboo needles.

Champagne and caviar: the luxury yarns

The two-ball projects in this book are an ideal excuse to splash out on some of the more luscious luxury yarns that are available. These are the yarns for really special items, made in the most sumptuous of natural fibres: cashmere, silk, alpaca or angora.

I’ve used pure alpaca to make a silkily soft heart-shaped bedwarmer (pages 26–29), while the Two-Tone Twist scarf (pages 80–83) features a truly heady mixture of extravagant yarns: silk, cashmere, angora, alpaca, kid mohair and camel.
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