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Introduction

Welcome to the charming world of Cute Kawaii Cross Stitch! If you’re like us, you’re probably a fan of all things adorable. And perhaps you’re an avid cross stitcher, or you’re cross stitch-curious? Perfect. This book is for you. With over 400 motifs, from beginner to advanced skill levels, Cute Kawaii Cross Stitch is a veritable encyclopedia of kawaii cuteness.

When creating this book, we wanted to give you all kinds of fun designs to stitch. The nine chapters are divided into categories ranging from sweet critters to kitchen gadgets to seasonal favorites. If you can think of a kawaii cutie, it’s probably in this book!

If you’re new to cross stitch, our simple instructions will teach you everything you need to know to get started. So, jump right in and have fun—the wonderful world of Cute Kawaii Cross Stitch awaits! 


Meet the Authors

Dennis and Sosae Caetano are a husband-and-wife design team, and fans of all things adorable. When they’re not out gardening, they spend their days designing, writing, sewing, and stitching for their books and pattern company, Trellis & Thyme. Kawaii is their favorite cross-stitch style, and Cute Kawaii Cross Stitch celebrates their love of cuteness overload. 
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About This Book


[image: The color key shows you the symbols and colors used in each cross-stitch chart. DMC floss colors are provided for easy color matching. The dimensions for each design are given below each chart. Use this to choose the size of your aida fabric. Difficulty levels help you choose a pattern at your skill level. Easy patterns have larger single-color areas, whereas more advanced patterns require more color changes and have more intricate designs.]




APPLICATIONS

Our favorite way of displaying kawaii cross stitch is to mount them in a small hoop and tie a ribbon (or twine) at the top for hanging. But here are some other neat ways to use and display your cross stitch cuties.

Ornaments: All the motifs in this book are sweet and small and suited perfectly for ornaments. Stitch a motif on a 4x4-inch square of aida. Then gently cut around the design, leaving one full square of space along the edge. Once it’s cut out, trace it over a piece of colorful backing felt. Cut out the felt and glue it to the aida, inserting a ribbon for hanging up at the top.

Gift tags: Creating a gift tag with your cross stitch cutie is not much different from making an ornament. But instead of felt, use colorful craft paper, such as scrapbook paper, cut into a square or rectangle shape. Glue the cross stitch design to it. Punch a hole at the top to insert twine or ribbon.

Samplers: A cross stitch sampler is a large piece featuring different cross stitch motifs. You can have tons of fun here by choosing motifs from any of the themed chapters, and stitching them together onto one large (frameable!) piece of aida. You can even repeat the same motif. An In the Kitchen sampler would be great for—you guessed it—the kitchen! An Adorable Animals sampler would be darling for a child’s bedroom. And seasonal samplers would be lovely to bring out each year with the changing holidays. Choose a workable number of motifs in an odd number; five would look lovely as a sampler displayed in a large hoop. Or, you can have your sampler framed at your local craft store.







Tools & Materials

One of the best things about cross stitch is how easy it is to get started. You only need a few tools, and they’re readily available at craft stores and online.


Thread

Embroidery floss is the best thread for cross stitch. It’s made of six individual strands, which you will separate into pairs for stitching. (More on that later!)




Hoop

Hoops are wonderful for displaying finished pieces, and they can be helpful when stitching with lighter evenweave fabrics. When using aida, we prefer stitching without a hoop, as aida is sturdy and comfortable to hold directly in the hand.




Scissors

A sharp pair of scissors are a must for cross stitch. Choose embroidery scissors instead of large craft scissors, because they’re smaller and able to cut fine thread with more precision.




[image: Embroidery threads Hoops Tapestry needles Embroidery scissors]



Needle

Unlike traditional embroidery, which uses a sharp-tipped needle, cross stitch requires a dull-tip tapestry needle. Why? Because aida already has holes in it, so you don’t need a sharp needle to poke through the fabric. (In fact, a sharp needle may fray or tear your aida!) For 14-count aida, use a size 24 or 26 tapestry needle.
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Fabric

Aida cloth is a sturdy, evenly woven fabric that looks like a grid. The size of the aida grid is determined by its count: 14, 16, and 18, for example. All the samples in this book are stitched on 14-count aida, which is the most popular. (It’s also our favorite!) Aida comes in lots of pretty colors, and it’s fun to pick the perfect color for your project. For example, if your motif has lots of white, choose a darker aida to make the stitches pop!



You can cross stitch on other kinds of fabric, too, such as evenweave cotton or linen.
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