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		Broadway Shoes

	I’ve been thinking a lot about my mother lately, and I know it is time finally to go to the basement, to search in the closet in the storage room, and to bring out the box that Eric found after she died, thrust far back in a drawer of her dresser, buried under her best nightgowns. When Eric lifted the lid and saw the box contained only photos, he didn’t even look at them, but he and his wife, Lise, seemed to feel that I, as the only daughter, had an automatic right to them which they wouldn’t even question. I didn’t want the box to tell the truth, but I knew that I should, so I took it, though I was rendered mute by the tumult I could feel rising in my chest, and ever since Eric handed it to me, it has been sitting, unopened, in a storage closet in my basement.

	What is it I am afraid I might find? Or is it that I have already found it, whatever it is, and don’t want to be reminded of it, or to have to look at the evidence? I pour myself another cup of coffee and stare at the small box marked ‘Broadway Shoes,’ a company long out of business, once situated in the city where my mother was raised, which she left when she married, and where her parents lived, died, and are buried. Or is it only that I don’t want the old pain of her irreparable loss to envelope me again, as it is sure to do when I at last open her private treasure?

	I lift the lid carefully and set it aside, expecting perhaps that her ghost will waft upwards from it, hovering above my kitchen table, smiling, wearing the pink dress with the pale blue flowers on it that was her favourite when I was about ten, and that had a way, at least in my memory, of transforming her into a younger, prettier woman.

	Maybe in here I will at last find a photo of her wedding.
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