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Lluidas Vale , looking sout h durin g cro p time . Worth y Par k factor y
is in the uppe r centre , Lluida s Vale village beyond. I n th e foregroun d
is th e sit e of Swanse a Estate; t o th e right , Tydixon ; i n th e lef t back -
ground, Thetford . Th e road in the centre of the picture leads from St.
Ann's and Camperdown to Point Hill , Guanaboa, and Spanish Town;
the Ewarton road is to the left , th e Croft' s Hill road to the right back-

ground. Th e 1,250-foo t contour completel y enclose s the valley.
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ZPreface

ew institutions and fewe r individuals have a sense of being par t of
history: generally we buil d for our sons and grandsons , not fo r thre e
hundred years . Yet o n 2 8 November 1970 , Worth y Park celebrate s
its tercentenary , the publication of this book bein g designed to coin -
cide with the event. Rare is the West Indian sugar estate with a con-
tinuous history hal f as long and , even mor e remarkably , no existing
estate has hitherto ha d it s full histor y written.1 Fo r a  description and
explanation o f th e uniqu e continuit y o f Worth y Par k w e offe r th e
book which follows ; yet how th e book itself came about also requires
some explanation.

The Jamaica n climat e i s inimica l t o pape r records . Patents , wills ,
and deeds the Government kept , and these have narrowly survived the
ravages o f heat , damp , insects , earthquakes , an d periodi c neglect .
Records kep t o n estate s have bee n les s fortunate . The planter s wer e
notoriously unlettered , writing—or payin g someon e to write—onl y
what the y ha d to . Busines s records, i n an y case , begi n t o di e a s the
transactions they record are completed. With the collapse of the busi-
ness itself , the y becom e corpse s withou t mourners,  throw n int o a
corner an d the n shovelle d ou t a s garbage like deconsecrated bones.2

Worthy Park has been exceptional in this as in other respects , though
in th e preservation of it s business records chance has played as large a
part a s calculation.
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PREFACE

The earliest owners of Worthy Park were no better than the majority
of their peer s in keeping fo r posterity record s of their estat e manage-
ment and business transactions. But in the fifth generation , Ros e Price
of Penzance set a standard which ha s been followed fo r mos t o f th e
subsequent seven generations. On 9  April 1795 , on leaving Jamaica to
become a n absentee , h e wrot e th e followin g fo r th e benefi t o f hi s
Attorney and Overseer a t Worthy Park:

There are  always five separate books to  be  kep t on  Worth y Par k
viz : a great Plantation Book, a  store book, a  Boiling House Book, a
still House Book, an d a  Daily labour Book. I  have lef t fiv e complea t
Books on the Estate & I request that when they are filled with writin g
that fiv e mor e ma y b e purchase d or writte n hom e for , and tha t th e
old ones may be carefully laid up, a s the Books of the Estates are the
only Record s b y whic h futur e generation s can inform themselves o f
the management o f the Plantations.3

Rose Price wrote in an age of optimism; but Worthy Park went ou t
of the Price family in 1863, changed hands again in 1899, and was sold
for a  third and final time in 1918 . For much of this period, condition s
in th e suga r industr y wer e s o depresse d that th e plantation s seeme d
doomed t o extinction and there was little purpose in informing futur e
generations o f their management . Records of wages, purchases, plant-
ings, and production continue d to be kept, but the ancient records dis -
appeared from sight, to be rediscovered by accident many years later .
In 1919, two boys were playing hide-and-seek i n the loft o f the book-
keepers' barrack s at Worthy Park whe n the y stumble d ove r pile s of
grimy leather-covere d tomes . Dragged int o th e sunlight and roughl y
brushed, the y disclose d reams of copperplate ; listin g slave s and thei r
conditions in the same terms as working steers , white me n 'to save the
deficiency' (whateve r tha t migh t be) , supplie s from distan t London ,
Bristol, Cork, and produce computed in archaic hogsheads, 'potts', and
puncheons.

The tw o boy s were Owe n and George Clarke , destine d in the full -
ness o f time t o b e th e owner-manager s o f Worthy Park , an d in th e
'great Plantation Books ' the y ha d uncovered materia l fo r a  far more
intriguing gam e o f hide-and-seek . Fo r nearl y fift y year s th e notio n
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PREFACE

that these books might become the basis for a  history of the estate lay
maturing i n thei r minds . A t last , i n 1967 , with th e three-hundredt h
anniversary of the first grant only three years away, the present authors
were introduce d t o th e records an d invited t o d o wha t the y could .
Fascinated as much by the closed society of Lluidas Vale and its roots
as b y th e record s themselves , the y bega n thei r labour s a s soo n a s
possible, working to the deadline of 28 November 1970 . The rest was
merely expenditure : vulga r thing s lik e money , an d priceles s com -
modities such as time and people's help.

At first the book was conceived as no more than a fattish pamphlet;
and indee d a  study , howeve r elaborate , strictl y limite d t o a  singl e
estate woul d amoun t t o littl e mor e tha n a n extende d footnot e t o
Jamaican history . Ye t th e projec t grew a s research spread outwards,
disclosing neglected, underworked, or misunderstood areas for whic h
Worthy Park provided an excellent case study or corrective. Humbly ,
the author s suggest that th e complete d boo k i s at least a sequence of
footnotes. I t ma y hel p t o illuminat e the foundatio n of West India n
sugar plantations, and their 'slave society', which consisted of both the
politicking plantocracy and the imported Africans whom they owne d
but di d no t understand . It ma y als o sa y something valuabl e of th e
management of estates and their Negro work-forces, and the persistent
ways in which attitudes and methods survived nominal emancipation
and the onset of modern technology ; of the impact of what the 'im-
perialists' called colonial independence, and something even of what the
future ma y hold in store . If this book has succeeded, it i s not just th e
story of a single Jamaican plantation and its people over three hundred
years ; it is a history, from the inside out, of Jamaica, of the British West
Indies, an d o f th e suga r industry which dominate d th e econom y so
long and ha s done so much, fo r goo d o r evil , to shap e West India n
society.

Research, begun at Worthy Park, quickly led on to Spanish Town,
Kingston, an d the n t o Washington , D.C. , London , Cornwall , an d
even (b y proxy ) t o Sydney , Australia . This scatterin g o f materials
between colony, metropolis , and elsewhere has always been the bug -
bear of West Indian scholarship: it was complicated in this instance by
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PREFACE

the fac t tha t the co-authors lived in Canada and England respectively.
The book therefor e became something of an exercise in triangulation.

The Canada Council gav e two invaluable grants to ai d research and
publication. Mr . Clinto n Blac k an d hi s assistant s i n th e Jamaica n
Archives, the whole staff of the Institute of Jamaica, and Mr. Whitting-
ham of the Jamaican Island Record Office went beyond the call of duty
to render assistance . The staff s o f the Library of Congress in Washing-
ton, th e Publi c Recor d Office , Historica l Manuscript s Commission ,
and Public Record Offic e i n London, th e Public Library in Penzance,
and th e Mitchel l Librar y in Sydne y demonstrate d th e efficienc y an d
courtesy they habitually show all serious researchers. Mrs. Ann Diebe l
and Miss Heather McLeod o f Waterloo undertook some of the typing ,
and Mr. Pat Henriques some of the tedious transcription of deeds and
wills in th e Jamaican Islan d Record Office . Beside s these, man y indi-
viduals offered material , comments and advice, particularly Mr. J. F. A.
Mason o f Chris t Church , Oxford , Lieutenant-Colone l Robi n Ros e
Price of Ascot, Berkshire, Professor s D. G . Hall o f the Universit y o f
the West Indies, Richard B. Sheridan of Kansas and Richard S. Dunn of
Pennsylvania an d several colleagues and senior students of the authors
in the Universities of Waterloo, Ontario , an d York, England .

The completion of A Jamaican Plantation,  however, woul d no t have
been possible without the help and encouragement of the management
of Worthy Park, particularly that of George F. Clarke, th e Chairma n
and Managin g Directo r o f Worth y Par k Farms , wh o gav e ever y
possible aid, withheld nothing, an d quarrelled with nothing bu t errors
of fact . When such a work a s this is eventually finished , some feeling
of dissatisfaction i s normal, and salutary; but i t i s a rare history project
in which th e authors find s o much periphera l pleasure in research and
writing tha t the y are sorry when th e tim e is up an d th e boo k i s irre-
versibly committed t o print . For the defect s of the work th e authors
must b e wholl y responsible ; for an y merit s whic h i t ma y possess , a
large share of the credi t must go to th e Clarkes and the other peopl e
of Worthy Park—of al l sort s and conditions—t o who m th e boo k is
sincerely dedicated.
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PREFACE

NOTES
1 The masterl y A West  India  Fortune,  by Richard Pare s (London , Longmans ,

1950), is the nearest equivalent to the present book, an d has been a  constant beau
ideal. It deals, however, with the fortunes of the Pinney family as planters in Nevis
and merchants in England from the seventeenth t o the middle of the nineteent h
centuries, not with thei r estates as such.

2 Any eighteenth-centur y material s stil l lef t o n Wes t India n estate s ar e rare
indeed, but there are a scattered few transferred into safer keeping. The Dawkins
Papers, for example, consigned to the Institute of Jamaica by the Sugar Manufac-
turers' Association, would provide a n excellent basis for a  monograph .

3 Worthy  Park  Plantation  Book,  1791-1811 , Library of Congress, Washington ,
D.C.
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Introduction

amaica is a land of wood and water but mountainous too. In crossing
the islan d most o f the roads are forced to climb thousand s of feet t o
negotiate th e centra l range s o f igneou s roc k an d limestone . 'Th e
ideas people in Great Britain entertain of Jamaica having chiefl y taken
their rise from the information of those who have only visited the low
lands, are in general very ill founded,' wrot e Dr. John Quier in 1768 .
'The internal par t of the island is very high, broken land , and in some
places, the mountains rise to a prodigious height: between the hills are
interspersed larg e beautifu l vallies, generall y wel l cultivated , an d laid
out in rich farms and plantations.'1

Driving ove r t o th e nort h coas t o f Jamaica fro m Kingsto n an d
Spanish Town, th e presen t an d forme r capitals , one quickl y plunge s
into th e vertiginous gorge o f the Rio Cobre, emergin g int o th e wid e
vale o f Linstead , befor e beginnin g th e laboriou s ascen t o f Moun t
Diablo, th e highes t poin t o f th e road.  Nestling  unde r th e wil d
Diablo massi f is the villag e o f Ewarton , fro m whic h a  second-clas s
road branches westward towards the geographical centre of the island.
For fiv e mile s thi s little-frequente d roa d climb s sinuousl y ove r th e
forested mountain, befor e pausing dramatically on a final ridge . Below
is spread out a  flat valley several square miles in extent, its lush green
oval totall y surrounded by blue-gree n mountains . This i s the Val e of

i
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A J A M A I C A N PLANTATION

Lluidas, which is dominated by the factory and estate of Worthy Park,
the subject of this history.

The egregious Dr. Quier, who lived in Lluidas Vale for more than
fifty years, described the view to be seen from the road entering the
valley with typical eighteenth-century enthusiasm: '... which ever
way the eye is turned, it is regaled with an endless variety of pleasing
prospects: below, the plain delights it with the regularity of art; if
directed upwards, it is never tired with viewing the romantic scenes
which arise from so agreeable an assemblage of mountains, capped with
clouds, shaggy woods crowned with perpetual verdure, steep preci-
pices and hanging rocks.'2

The beauty of the view has not changed much in two hundred years,
though with the development of Worthy Park, the 'regularity of art'
must have increased considerably. The scene still changes with the
passage of the clouds, the sun, and the seasons, from hour to hour and
day to day; but today its constant focus is the incongruous brick spire
of the Worthy Park chimney, which between January and May trails
a permanent black plume of smoke as the mills devour the 125,000 tons
of sugar cane produced in Lluidas Vale and its neighbouring areas.
Clustered around the silvery slabs and gantries of the factory are the
red zinc roofs of the estate offices and the old central buildings of
Worthy Park and the satellite roofs of the bungalows of managerial
and senior staff, painted pastel green. Farther away are the neat rows
of workers' wooden cottages and the higgledy-piggledy huddle of
Lluidas Vale village, with its Post Office, police station, church, and
school.

Three thousand people live in Worthy Park's valley, but buildings,
mostly sheltered by shade trees, do not obtrude on its peaceful land-
scape. The most distinctive feature of Lluidas Vale remains the quadri-
lateral pattern of the canefields, in such marked contrast to the unkempt
wooded cloak of the mountains. Altogether there are 225 separate
cane-'pieces' belonging to Worthy Park, divided up by neat 'intervals',
or field roads, totalling 1,500 acres but varying in size from one to
25 acres. In crop time they present a multicoloured patchwork, ranging
from the rich browns of fresh ploughed land to the dull bronze of dead
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Lluidas, which is dominated by the factory and estate of Worthy Park,
the subject of this history.

The egregiou s Dr. Quier , who lived in Lluidas Vale for more than
fifty years , described the view t o be seen from the road enterin g th e
valley wit h typica l eighteenth-centur y enthusiasm : '.. . which eve r
way th e eye is turned, i t is regaled with an endless variety of pleasing
prospects: below , th e plai n delight s i t wit h th e regularit y o f art ; i f
directed upwards , i t i s never tire d wit h viewing th e romantic  scene s
which arise from so agreeable an assemblage of mountains, capped with
clouds, shagg y wood s crowne d wit h perpetua l verdure , stee p preci-
pices and hanging rocks.'2

The beauty of the view has not changed much in two hundred years,
though with the development of Worthy Park, the 'regularity of art'
must hav e increase d considerably . Th e scen e stil l change s with th e
passage of the clouds, the sun, and the seasons, from hour to hour and
day to day; but today its constant focus is the incongruous brick spire
of the Worthy Park chimney, which betwee n January and May trails
a permanent black plume of smoke as the mills devour the 125,000 tons
of suga r cane produce d i n Lluida s Val e an d it s neighbourin g areas .
Clustered aroun d th e silver y slabs and gantrie s o f the factor y are the
red zin c roof s o f th e estat e office s an d th e ol d centra l building s o f
Worthy Park an d the satellit e roofs of the bungalows o f managerial
and senio r staff , painte d pastel green. Farther awa y are the neat rows
of workers ' woode n cottage s an d th e higgledy-piggled y huddl e o f
Lluidas Vale village, wit h it s Post Office , polic e station , church , an d
school.

Three thousand people live in Worthy Park's valley, but buildings,
mostly sheltere d by shad e trees, do not obtrud e o n it s peaceful land -
scape. The most distinctive feature of Lluidas Vale remains the quadri-
lateral pattern of the canefields, in such marked contrast to the unkempt
wooded cloa k o f th e mountains . Altogethe r ther e ar e 22 5 separate
cane-'pieces' belonging to Worthy Park, divided up by neat 'intervals',
or fiel d roads , totallin g 1,50 0 acre s but varyin g i n siz e fro m on e t o
25 acres. In crop time they present a multicoloured patchwork, ranging
from the rich browns of fresh ploughed land to the dull bronze of dead
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

cut trash , th e tende r gree n o f youn g can e shoots , an d th e emeral d
tinged wit h gol d of the ripened crop.

Worthy Park's canefield s produce 7,000 tons of sugar in an average
year, yet the estate does not prosper on sugar alone. Around th e cane,
on a thousand acres of smooth gree n pasture and on twice that area of
tussocky guine a grass in th e meadow y glade s of the lower mountai n
slopes, roam 1,50 0 head of pedigree bee f cattle, under the supervision
of black cowboys. O n chose n slopes and margins march nea t lines of
citrus—all kinds, including ortaniques , deliriously blended from swee t
oranges an d tangerines—providin g a  thir d majo r produc t fo r th e
great estate, 37 5 acres in all. Worthy Park is a model of diversificatio n
and lan d utilization ; eve n it s on e touc h o f extravagance , 7 0 acres of
golf course and playing fields, is ingeniously trimmed wit h 40 acres of
burgeoning citru s trees. The nearby air-strip is no extravagance at all ,
for i t i s from thi s 12 5 X 2,000-foot greenswar d tha t chartere d Cessna
aircraft frequentl y spray and fertiliz e th e fields .

The intrepid aeria l cropdusters, flying round th e valley's dangerous
rim, woul d b e the first to point ou t tha t Lluidas Vale is neither so flat
nor s o nearly oval as it seems at first glance. A fallen piece of Jamaica's
limestone piecrust, i t is only flat and smooth i n contrast t o the 'cock-
pits', scarps , and potholes o f the harsh tropical kars t topography tha t
encircles it. Althoug h th e valley i s rich i n alluvia l soils and th e marl s
and clays that are the result of aeons of action by the elements on th e
natural rock, the naked limestone lies beneath, and breaks the surface in
small outcrop s o n th e valley' s wester n side. 3 A s in th e surroundin g
mountains, ther e i s little surfac e water , thoug h th e path s o f under -
ground drainag e are traced by numerous gullies, which ac t as run-offs
in the occasional periods of flood. The only permanent stream entering
the valley , th e Murmurin g Broo k fro m Juan d e Bola s Mountain , i s
tapped b y th e Worthy Par k aqueduc t and , deprive d o f mos t o f its
water, peter s ou t i n the larges t o f the gullies . This dr y watercourse ,
crossing th e valle y i n a  loop , act s a s a  confluenc e fo r al l th e othe r
gullies, befor e plungin g straigh t int o Lluida s Blue Mountai n b y th e
Ewarton Road. Th e rock-filtere d sinkhol e where the grea t gull y dis -
appears, is the chief geological curiosity of Lluidas Vale. Cartographer s
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A JAMAICA N PLANTATIO N

confidently, an d geographer s mor e tentatively , hav e identifie d th e
Lluidas gullie s as sources of the Rio Cobre , whic h emerge s fro m th e
limestone strata at Riverhead, two mile s away and 200 feet lower than
the Worthy Park sinkhole. *

Because o f it s elevation—som e 1,15 0 fee t abov e se a level—Lluidas
is cooler an d moiste r tha n the Jamaican plains . As Dr. Quie r pointe d
out s o accurately in 1768 :

Here a n European may enjo y a s cool a climate as he can reasonably
wish for. The hottes t part of the year is from May to October , whe n
the win d i s south-easterly, wit h smar t showers abou t noon , thoug h
sometimes no rain falls for some weeks. The nights are foggy, or rather
the air being loaded with vapours which the heat of the day has caused
it to absorb ; and as the heat abates, being unable to suspend them an y
longer i n intimate union with itself, that moisture is thrown of f in the
form o f clouds , whic h ar e stil l augmented i n thi s woody region , b y
the copiou s exhalation s o f th e eart h an d vegetables , whic h retai n
warmth longe r tha n th e circumambien t air ; an d thes e cloud s han g
about the upper part of the mountains til l they are again united by the
sun with the rest of the atmosphere, or are swept away by the mornin g
breeze. A t thi s tim e o f yea r [January ] th e thermomete r commonl y
stands, a t sun-rise , a t abou t 70 ° and rise s b y noo n t o som e degree s
above 80; but very seldom so high as 85° or 86°. In the months of May
and October , i t sometimes rains incessantly, and the weather is so raw
and col d a s frequently t o rende r a  fir e necessary . I n Novembe r o r
December, th e north wind set s in, and continues until May. As long as
this win d blows , th e night s ar e clear, and the day s are cool an d dry ,
except that , no w an d then, a  transient shower falls . Indeed , when this
wind blow s strongly , th e col d i s quite intens e fo r thi s latitude , an d
obliges us to keep a constant fire. On th e I5t h of this instant (January
at 7  o'clock i n th e morning) , th e mercur y i n m y thermomete r wa s
depressed t o 51 ° a t thi s place. ... A prodigious quantity o f rain fall s
in the course of a year, and the ai r is always so moist tha t metals wil l
rust, however grea t the car e taken of them: lixivial salt s can scarcely
be s o closely corke d i n bottles , bu t the y wil l dissolve ; an d wearin g
apparel, and whatever els e that is in the least liable to grow mouldy, is
kept in chests; and, where the air is confined, cannot be preserved from
it bu t b y frequentl y exposin g the m t o th e sun . I n th e lo w land s i t
rains bu t seldom , an d whe n i t does , i t descend s in torrents ; bu t i n
the mountains , th e rai n fall s oftene r an d mor e gradually . I n th e
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

summer month s i t thunder s an d lighten s often , thoug h seldo m
violently... .5

Lluidas Vale, in other words, has one of the most fortunate climates
to b e foun d i n th e Caribbean , an d rarel y suffer s thos e climati c ex -
tremes which mak e living in the tropics such an adventure and a trial.
Worthy Park' s mea n averag e temperatur e i s 73° , compared wit h
Kingston's 78° , and it s annua l rainfal l 6 0 inches , compare d wit h 2 9
inches for downtown Kingston , and an extreme for the north-easterl y
slopes of the Blue Mountains of 252 inches. Sheltered by its mountain
ramparts, Lluida s has no t suffere d a  devastatin g hurrican e i n livin g
memory, though notable floods occur about ever y fourth year , whe n
the gullie s course like gian t brown snake s and a  thir d o f th e valle y
round the over-taxed sinkhol e is washed by waters up to 80 feet deep.6

Even i n norma l times , mos t o f th e gullie s are easily traced b y th e
groves of riverine trees and dense tropical undergrowth whic h flourish
in th e ric h alluviu m o f thes e unworkabl e lands , an d meande r wit h
apparent indecisio n acros s the precis e rectangles o f th e suga r fields .
Standing proudly above the rest are magnificent stands of bamboo up
to 7 5 feet i n height , planted  sinc e the eighteent h centur y t o preven t
soil erosion , an d now on e of the mos t arrestin g features o f the land-
scape.

It is not just the feathery upsurges of bamboo that one would have to
erase fro m th e mind' s ey e i n visualizin g Lluidas Vale i n it s natura l
state, befor e th e settler s came. O f th e specie s of tre e foun d i n th e
valley, barely half are indigenous, and some of the original types have
long sinc e disappeared, axed for thei r valuable timbers. Over the pas t
three centuries,  the tropics have been scoured for trees and plants suit-
able fo r th e Wes t Indie s which, findin g a n almos t idea l habita t i n
Jamaica, hav e com e t o b e regarded as native growths : timber , shad e
and ornamenta l tree s such as logwood, cashew , casuarina, royal palm,
imortelle; fruit tree s such as coconut, citrus , mango, tamarind , bread-
fruit, banana , coffee, an d the sugar-cane itself; and the flowering trees
and shrubs that make parts of the valley a vivid green—bougainvillea ,
hibiscus, oleander , poinsettia , thunbcrgia . Eve n th e pastur e grasse s

5



A J A M A I C A N PLANTATIO N

ivere mostly imported : guinea grass from. West Africa , an d the bluish
pangóla from Natal. 7

What the n wa s Lluida s Vale like i n 1670 , whe n th e firs t Englis h
settlers too k ou t thei r patent s fo r it s valuabl e land? The mountain s
with their dens e scrub and forest canno t have changed much, bu t th e
earliest plans show that the forest was originally muc h wider i n extent.
When the y made the rough survey s sufficient fo r the 'plats' registered
in the parish records under their names, the early settlers usually stated
the character o f their lands , and from th e Pla t Boo k o f the Parish o f
St. John it seems that most of the acreage in Lluidas where sugar is now
grown, and much of the pasture, too, was originally designated 'wood'.
Only on the western side of the valley and in two patches to the north-
sast and south were found 'savannah', 'cutting grass', and 'ruinates'.8

The most fertile soils grew the richest woodland, and today it is only
in remote pocket s that such a luxuriant growth ca n be found as must
once have almost covered the Vale of Lluidas : groves of wide-spreading
guango, ba'cedar, budge gum, mahoe; timber trees prospering far from
the woodman's axe, such as mahogany, cedar, braziletto ; and towerin g
above th e rest , tree s such as were use d for boundar y marker s on th e
earliest plans, cotton trees , bullet trees , fiddl e woods , sant a marias. A
hundred kinds of tropical shrub competed with the trees for space, and
trunk, lim b an d branc h wer e webbe d togethe r i n a n impenetrabl e
tangle of epiphytes and parasites, choking grasses , hanging roots , an d
strangling vines . Everywher e wer e garis h flower s an d edibl e fruit s
unknown to Europeans in 1491.'

In the green twilight o f the forests and out in the bright light o f the
savanna flew most of the 200 species of bird native to Jamaica, some of
which the earliest travellers described as being tame as pets. Among th e
trees and around the rocks of the savanna scuttled the agouti, a tail-less
rodent, an d the iguana, a giant lizard, both prize d as delicacies by th e
Indians bu t exterminate d b y th e whit e me n an d thei r dogs . B y th e
seventeenth century their place had been taken by the fierce wild hog s
and th e scrawn y cattl e tha t wer e th e descendant s of the animal s re -
leased by the Spaniards in the early days to provide fres h meat , whic h
had multiplie d hugely i n th e almos t trackles s wastes of th e interior .

6
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Only th e hardiest of the Spanis h 'cowkillers' venture d a s far inland as
Lluidas Vale, and none of them settle d in the valley itself.

Indeed, i t was the English, with thei r tireless quest for fertile lands,
their axe s and saw s and slave s to wiel d them , wh o firs t prove d th e
valley of Lluidas an ideal site for habitation. The Arawaks, who popu-
lated Jamaica several thousand years ago and probably numbered about
9,000 befor e Columbu s cam e i n I494, 10 coul d no t hav e foun d th e
valley a n attractive place to live. These peacefu l aboriginal s knew n o
hard metals and had no way of felling timber save by fire. They needed
running water , ope n space s t o provid e protectio n fro m insects , and
easily cultivated land; bu t abov e al l they neede d th e sea . They wer e
fearless seagoers , and travelled freely from place to place on the coasts
in thei r cottonwoo d dugouts . The y cultivate d cassav a an d at e th e
guavas, sapodillas and other fruit s tha t grew wild in profusion around
them; bu t seafoo d provided mos t o f their protein . O f the dozen s of
permanent Arawak sites identified in Jamaica, none has yet been found
farther tha n five miles from the sea, and th e 'kitche n middens ' o f all
those explored have produced merely the remains of turtles, fish, and
shell-fish and the occasional bones of agouti and iguana.11

The Arawaks from time t o tim e di d venture inland, followin g th e
valley bottoms and the ridges of the hills above the densest of the bush.
Their remain s hav e bee n foun d i n twent y t o thirt y inlan d cave s
throughout Jamaica, nearl y al l more tha n 1,00 0 fee t abov e se a level.
The high interior o f the island obviously held some special significance
for th e Jamaican Arawak , fo r th e remains in the cave s consist almost
exclusively of crude graffiti, o r 'petroglyphs', an d carved black wooden
'zemis' connecte d with obscure Arawak rituals. Worthy Park, close to
the heart of Jamaica, possesses such an arcane shrine, a shallow cave in a
free-standing limeston e hillock close to the Dodd's Valley road, where
some petroglyphs i n human shapes were recently found. 12

It woul d b e beguilingl y eas y to trac e a  connectio n betwee n th e
Arawak migration s t o Lluida s Vale an d th e tin y quantitie s o f gol d
found i n th e igneou s outcrop s o f th e Poin t Hil l region, 13 o r eve n
panned i n specks from the Murmuring Brook ; bu t unfortunatel y no
evidence has come to light eithe r in the early Spanish writings or th e
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findings of archeologists that the Jamaican Arawaks even kne w o f the
existence of gold. Anothe r hypothesis that is most likely a myth i s that
which identifie s remnants o f Arawak bloo d i n th e vein s of contem-
porary Jamaicans , particularl y th e prou d Maroon s o f Trelawny an d
Portland. La s Casas—though prone t o exaggeration—claime d as early
as 1533 that only a hundred Jamaican Arawaks remained.14 Few, if any,
of these could hav e survived a  further fifty years , and th e chance s o f
miscegenation wit h Africa n Negroe s importe d a s slave s b y th e
Spaniards, were minimal .

Almost certainly , th e ancestors of the present Maroons were two o r
three band s o f Spanis h Negroes , roug h cowboy s wh o roame d th e
interior wit h lance s and bows , an d who , thoug h technicall y slaves ,
were a s free an d unmanageabl e as the wil d beast s the y hunted . On e
such band , unde r th e almos t legendar y Jua n Lubolo—alia s Juan d e
Bolas—first populated the southern approaches of Lluidas Vale, around
the time of the coming o f the English in 1655. Juan Lubolo's squadron
of irregular scouts, which neve r totalled more than 200 and gradually
declined in numbers, established their pelincos,IS o r smallholdings, close
to th e fres h wate r o f the Murmuring Brook . The y farme d the ope n
hillsides fo r cassav a and maize , an d rod e ou t occasionall y int o th e
Lluidas savanna to round up the cattle and slaughter the hogs they had
probably come to regard as their own. A  rudimentary road—traceable
today in the track from Juan de Bolas to Tydixon—was delineated on
the earliest English grants, and this may have been the path first trodden
by the followers of Juan Lubolo, or even by the Arawaks.

Lluidas Vale in 1655 was an almost perfect fastness, approachable only
by the defiles of Point Hill in the south, Dodd's Valle y in the west and
Camperdown i n the north . Ye t Juan Lubolo' s pitifu l littl e ban d ha d
neither the numbers nor the will to defend the valley after the Spaniards
left Jamaica. Their few pelincos west of the Point Hill road were all that
stood betwee n th e Englis h settler s and th e ric h heartlan d o f Lluidas
Vale, onc e th e settler s had defeate d the Spaniard s on th e plain s and
began thei r relentles s march into the Jamaican mountains.

9
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NOTES
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Spots in the Carpenter Mountains in the west of Jamaica, were discovered facing
east, tha t is , towards th e centr e o f the island . All thre e ar e now i n th e Britis h
Museum.
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CHAPTER ON E

The Coming  of  the  English

uring the 161 years of Spanish rule the potential of Jamaica had
hardly begun to be tapped. The island, soon to be the most valuable of
all British colonies, was regarded by the Spaniards as of less worth than
neighbouring Hispaniol a and Cuba , whic h i n turn wer e les s desirable
than the mainland colonies of Mexico and Peru. Visited irregularly for
the smoke d bee f and pork, hides and tallow for which i t was noted ,
Jamaica was not on the customary routes of thereto and galeones which
served th e mor e prosperou s colonies . It s strategic importance an d its
vulnerability shoul d hav e bee n recognize d afte r th e raid s b y Englis h
corsairs in 1597 , 1603 , and 1643, ' but nothing effective ha d been done
before th e invasion o f 1655 .

At the end of the Spanish period th e population o f Jamaica wa s no
more than 2,500, including women , children, an d slaves,2 a total tha t
was outnumbered three-to-on e by the invading force s unde r Admira l
Perm and Genera l Venables. Santiago de la Vega—the present Spanish
Town—the only town , was sai d t o contai n 50 0 houses, bu t thi s was
almost certainly an exaggeration. The remainder of the Spaniards lived
within twent y mile s o f th e capital , a t Liguanea , Anay a (Ma y Pen) ,
Yama (Veré) , and Guanaboa, or in hatos,  ranches, scattered thinly ove r
the souther n plains , in th e regions of Guatibacoa (Clarendon Plains),
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Pereda (Pedr o Plains) , Ayala (Yallahs) , or a s far afiel d a s the presen t
Westmoreland an d Morant Bay . The north shore of Jamaica was prac-
tically deserted, the first settlement at Sevilla la Nueva (St . Ann's Bay)
having bee n abandoned in 1534. In 1611, the Abbot of Jamaica wrote:

... The whole of the rest of the island which is about 50 leagues long
and little more than 1 5 wide i s uncultivated an d uninhabited, thoug h
there are many hunting grounds of honied stock in which the colonists
have thei r share s i n proportio n t o th e ranche s the y formerl y ha d
stocked with tame cattle from which have sprung those that are now
wild i n thes e grounds . Nearl y th e whol e yea r i s taken u p i n killin g
cows an d bulls only t o ge t the hides and fat, leaving the meat wasted .
There are also large herds of swine raised in the mountains , whic h are
common t o al l who ma y wis h t o hun t the m a s is ordinarily done ,
obtaining therefro m a  great quantity of lard and jerked pork.. . .3

The chie f deficienc y fro m whic h Jamaic a suffere d unde r th e
Spaniards was that of a merchant marine. 4 Without even a  handful o f
coasting vessels to carry products from plac e to place on the coasts or
across th e narro w reache s to Sant o Domingo o r Santiag o d e Cuba ,
Jamaica could not develop plantations and her rich resources of timber
went untapped. Som e pimento an d cacao was grown, an d a small sur-
plus of cassava, which serve d as the local bread, but thes e were insuf -
ficient to encourag e a  flourishing export trade . Likewise, ther e wer e
several suga r mill s i n th e islan d whe n th e Englis h arrived , bu t thei r
products were almost al l consumed locally . Th e onl y benefi t Jamaica
gained fro m he r obscurit y wa s th e cheapnes s o f he r provisions ; a n
arroba o f cassav a seldo m cos t mor e tha n fou r reales , and a s much a s
52 pounds of the beef that was not wasted could be bought fo r a single
real.5

The super b roadstead s of Kingston an d Old Harbou r i n the popu-
lated sout h wer e seldom use d by th e Spaniards , and the inlet s of th e
north shor e wer e mor e ofte n visite d b y foreig n corsair s tha n b y
Spanish vessels . So destitute of shipping wer e th e Jamaican Spaniard s
that the y usuall y traversed th e islan d overland o n th e infrequent oc -
casions when it was necessary to visi t th e north shore . Th e commo n
route is thought t o have been a pathway up the valley of the Minho to
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Old Woman' s Savann a and the n ove r t o Moneagu e b y wa y o f th e
present Kellit s an d Bensonton , fro m whic h th e harbour s o f La s
Chorreras (Och o RÍOS) , Juracabes a (Oracabessa) , and Sevill a coul d
easily be reached.6 There is, however, a  possibility tha t th e overlan d
route used by th e Spaniard s went b y Lluidas Vale. Onc e the terrai n
were known, the valley could easily have been reached from Santiago
de la Vega, the Minho or Moneague, an d certainly the Spaniards used
it a s a retreat and provision groun d onc e the English had landed and
taken their capital.

The Spaniards , with their militia of much less than a thousand men,
were no match in the field for the 7,000 English soldiers who landed in
Kingston Harbour on 10 May 1655. Despite the fact that the force un-
der th e command o f Robert Venable s wa s a motley mixtur e o f dis -
charged Cromwellia n veteran s an d ill-discipline d adventurer s fro m
Barbados and the Leewards which had already failed ingloriously in an
attempt t o captur e Hispaniola, the Spaniard s did not offe r an y resist-
ance at first . The Spanis h Governor surrendere d Santiago de la Vega
and even sent supplies of cassava and beef to the English for some days;
but thi s appear s to hav e been a  subterfuge to cove r th e fligh t o f th e
non-combatants, whil e stoute r souls retreated into the nearby hills to
organize guerrilla resistance . In this the Negro cowcatcher s wer e in -
valuable allies. Expert woodsmen, lancers , and archers, they proved t o
be a s tenacious and dangerou s foes a s their descendant s the Maroon s
were during the following century , and from their provision grounds
at Lluidas they wer e abl e to succou r the Spaniard s hiding in the hills
with cassava, maize, and smoked meat .

Having occupie d the Spanis h capital and sent out column s t o ran -
sack the hatos  to the west, the English soon found that they were in a
state far different fro m that of a victorious army. Poorly supplied from
home, they were perpetually short of bread, not knowing ho w to pre -
pare the growin g cassav a left behin d b y the Spaniard s in their flight ;
and though the y wer e surrounde d by cattl e they lacked the expertise
to catc h enoug h o f th e wil y beasts . One o f th e disgruntle d English
officers eve n wrot e hom e tha t the y wer e 'starvin g in a  cooks Shop' .
Moreover, th e Spaniard s drov e whateve r cattl e the y coul d befor e
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Driven cattle at Worthy Park. But for the breed of cow and the clothes of the 'cowboys' this scene might be
of the estate in the seventeenth century, before the land was cleared and sugar grown. (See Chapter One)



1671 Map of Jamaica by John Seller. At that time the island was divided into only 14 parishes (precincts),
of which two were as yet unnamed. Notice the cow being shot in the interior beyond St. John's.
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them, and their Negroes ambushed stragglers who went out hunting
so that dozens were killed. Badly fed and intemperate, the soldiers had
little resistance to disease and began to die in horrifying numbers, so
that of the original 7,000 half were dead within six months, and barely
1,500 survived the first two years.7

Beleaguered, the English desperately turned to planting while the
two commanders left for England to plead their cause.8 Besides those
unfortunate troops garrisoning unhealthy Santiago, regiments were
sent out into the Liguanea Plain where Kingston now sprawls, to
Angels at the entrance to the defile of the Rio Cobre, and to Guanaboa
Vale, a small basin in the Red Hills to the north-west of the capital.
Forays were organized and single soldiers or small parties were forbid-
den to go hunting for wild cattle, while the reluctant soldiery were set
at the humiliating task of planting cassava. The best situated regiment
was that at Guanaboa, first commanded by Colonel Anthony Buller
and then in turn by Colonel Francis Barrington and Colonel Edward
Tyson. Here, in a healthy angle of the Mountain River some 500 feet
above sea level, were excellent soils which the Spaniards had long culti-
vated, and here the Guanaboa Regiment fought its lonely battle for
survival against starvation, disease and the 'outlying Negroes' for five
long years.

Eventually, planting prospered modestly in the Vale of Guanaboa
and the survivors became 'seasoned' to the climate, the diet, and the
disappointment of not becoming rich on plunder or veins of discovered
gold. But the mountains and forests continued to belong to the
Spaniards and their Negro allies who, after the death of Oliver Crom-
well in 1658, redoubled their efforts to encourage the English invaders
to forsake Jamaica. As late as 1660, small groups of Englishmen were
ambushed by Spaniards around Guanaboa, and Colonel Barrington
himself was killed by a jittery sentry. His successor, Colonel Tyson,
determined to eradicate the Spanish threat for ever. The raids came
mostly from the north, and ascending the Mountain River gorge with
a large contingent of troops, Tyson came upon the Vale of Lluidas for
the first time. There he discovered the 200 acres of cleared land from
which Juan Lubolo and his followers were supplying the Spaniards.9
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His pelincos captured and his faith in the Spaniards undermined,
Juan Lubolo treated with the English. The price of his defection was
formal confirmation of his leadership and a guarantee to his followers
of their rights to their lands and of their rights as freemen.10 These
promises were incorporated into a proclamation by Deputy Governor
Lyttleton three years later, which styled Lubolo Colonel of Black
Militia and gave him the powers of a magistrate, and granted to all of
his followers over 18 years of age, 30 acres of land.11

Reinforced and guided by 21 of Lubolo's Negroes, Edward Tyson
led the fittest 80 of his men out of Lluidas over the mountains to the
north coast. Travelling rapidly by way of the Camperdown valley and
the basin of Moneague, the little band fell without warning on the
Spanish camp near Las Chorreras. More than half the Spaniards were
killed or captured and their commander, Don Cristobal de Ysassi, sued
for a treaty to cover a Spanish evacuation. This, however, was rejected
by Governor Doyley after the treacherous murder of an English
emissary by a band of Negroes under Juan de Serras who remained
faithful to the Spaniards, in their camp at Los Vermejales (Vera Ma
Hollis). Ysassi and his pitiful remnant were forced to leave Jamaica as
harried fugitives, setting sail in two large dugouts either from Oraca-
bessa or Runaway Bay in April i66o.12

The indomitable Negroes from Vermejales continued to provide
some resistance to the English occupation of Jamaica after the flight of
the Spaniards. Intermittantly harassed by English columns, they never
surrendered, spurning all overtures and falling back ever westward until
they came to a refuge in the impenetrable Cockpit Country of Tre-
lawny. They long remained a threat to the settlers of Guanaboa and
their allies at Lluidas, ten miles farther north. Juan Lubolo himself was
killed in an ambush by the followers of Juan de Serras, and as late as
1669 there were accounts of lightning raids on Guanaboa by bands of
cimarrones.13 By this time, however, the English occupation had become
an irreversible fact.

In 1660, Charles II had been restored to the English throne, and with
the change of allegiance and the defeat of the Spaniards the English
garrison of Jamaica became dissatisfied with its status as a forgotten
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army of occupation, unreinforced, unsupplied and unpaid for almost
three years. The Guanaboa Regiment, which contained a powerful
element of Puritans reluctant to serve the King as faithfully as they had
served the Cromwellian Protectorate,14 in particular clamoured to be
allowed to take out patents in land and realize the rich profits which
they knew could be made from agriculture. Colonel Tyson himself
was prevailed upon by a brother officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Raymond,
to mutiny against the authority of Governor Doyley, who was so con-
cerned with defence that he was thought to be unsympathetic towards
planting, and so eager to be confirmed in his office that he was regarded
as a turncoat by the stauncher Roundheads. As Governor Beeston later
recounted, the Guanaboa faction began to 'set up for themselves, say-
ing, they would live no more as an Army. And accordingly, August 2
[1660], they declared they would have the Island settled in Colonies,
and make constables and civil officers.'15

With some difficulty, 'Raymond's Rebellion' was put down and
both Raymond and Tyson were publicly shot after a court martial. But
unrest continued in Guanaboa, and the protest of the two colonels was
not entirely in vain. Governor Doyley officially disbanded the army in
1661, and in 1662 the first Royalist Governor, Lord Windsor, brought
out with him generous provisions for the settlement of Jamaica. By a
Royal Proclamation dated Whitehall, 14 December 1661, it was
decreed that for the following two years 30 acres of land would be
granted to any male or female over 12 years of age who would
guarantee to plant them. The land was to be held in free tenure for
ever, subject only to the payment of a nominal quit rent, the surrender
of all gold and silver to the Crown and the payment of a 20 per cent
duty on all fisheries and other mines. The only provisos were that the
development of the lands must be begun within six months, and that
the landholders were liable for militia service.16

With the sanction of Lord Windsor's Proclamation, the survivors of
the Guanaboa and other Regiments turned more wholeheartedly to
planting; and within a very few years the plantocratic basis ofjamaican
society was laid. Although no direct connection can be proved, the
parallels between the society developed in Jamaica after 1660 and that
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predicated in James Harrington's Oceana (published in 1656) are so
close that it is tempting to call this new frontier society Harringtonian.
Oceana, designed as a Utopian model for post-revolutionary England,
was even more applicable to an expanding imperial commonwealth in
which land was the natural and original form of vested interest.
Jamaica in particular was virgin territory, the result of a state-sponsored
conquest, ripe for development by its 'conquerors'. In Harrington's
utopia, primogeniture was no longer to be an inflexible rule of suc-
cession, so that younger sons had as much chance as the older; yet for
the first time, property in land was to be directly geared to political
power. Moreover, the militia was not only indispensable but directly
tied to the degree of landowning and political power.

Whether we regard Oceana as a textbook or a commentary, it is
worth remembering that Harrington wrote within a year of the con-
quest of Jamaica :

As he [Hobbes] said of the law, that without this sword it is but
paper ; so he might have thought of this sword, that without an hand
it is but cold iron. The hand which holdeth this sword is the militia of
a nation .. . but an army is a beast that hath a great belly and must be
fed ; wherefore this will come into what pastures you have, and what
pastures you have will come into the balance of propriety, without
which the public sword is but a name or a mere spit-frog.17

The obligation of militia service was incorporated in royal decrees,
and it was probably quite natural that the early settlers should retain
some vestiges of their military origins; yet the identification of militia
with social rank and political power seems to have gone far deeper in
early Jamaica. As late as 1750, men were still given as titles the ranks
they held in the local militia (the military capabilities of which were
already laughable), and these ranks bore a direct relationship not only
to their functions in the civil government but also, as a rule, to the size
of their landholdings.

From the beginning it was obvious that neat parcels of 30 acres were
impractical. Lands were uneven in quality and plantations as small as
30 acres could seldom be worked economically. Consolidation was
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inevitable, and in this success went most readily to those planters with
the best resources of labour and capital. Consolidation was helped by
the tremendous mortality of the original holders, and by the number of
those with neither the capital nor will to work their holdings ad-
equately. Having sold their lands to their rather more affluent seniors,
many disbanded soldiers either went off to serve as privateer crewmen,
or fell to the status of wage-earners or indentured servants. Since the
very first ventures in planting had been quasi-military operations in
which the private soldiers planted and reaped under the command of
their officers, it would have seemed quite natural that the 'other ranks',
once demobilized, should continue to work for their fomer military—
and present militia—officers.

Guanaboa Vale was typical of the early centres of English settlement
in Jamaica which, ordered to be close to the capital and to each other
for the purposes of defence, acted as nuclei for later expansion. The
Spaniards had used Guanaboa chiefly to grow cocoa, though the
valley had also produced indigo and provision crops. The English
adopted the Spanish cocoa 'walks', but seem to have lacked the exper-
tise in the cultivation of the cacao tree which the Spaniards had acquired
from the Indians over the years, and gradually the cocoa walks at
Guanaboa fell victims to disease and neglect. Hans Sloane, writing of
the period around 1688, said that the only remaining cacao trees in the
valley were found on the margins of the plantations, grown through
lack of attention to a monstrous size.18 The decline of cocoa at Guana-
boa was probably speeded by the discovery of more suitable areas on
the north coast of Jamaica after loyo.19 Likewise, indigo, a root pro-
ducing a black dye that had an even more reliable sale in Engand than
cocoa, was found to grow much more easily around Veré in the
Clarendon Plains, which area soon gained almost a monopoly of
Jamaican indigo production.20

From the earliest years it was evident that sugar was potentially the
most profitable crop, at Guanaboa as in most parts of Jamaica. Sugar-
cane grew like a weed on cleared land, and the processes by which the
cane was made into molasses, muscovado and rum, while not simple,
were well known to the settlers from Barbados and the Leewards who
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made up a large proportion of the early population. The British
planters, moreover, were always served by a merchant fleet far more
enterprising and flexible than that of the Spaniards.21 Sugar, however,
could only be worked economically on large plantations, and conse-
quently needed far greater resources of land, labour, and capital than
the production of cocoa, indigo, tobacco, pimento, and ginger, which
were almost equally important in the early years.22

The almost inevitable progress towards consolidation and sugar
monoculture which had already begun in Barbados was aided by the
appointment of Sir Thomas Modyford as Governor of Jamaica in
i664.23 Modyford was a wealthy Barbadian planter who had been
agent for the Royal African Company for the supply of Negroes for
Barbados, and he brought with him to Jamaica Instructions for the
settlement of the island which he had evidently helped to frame.
Modyford was authorized not only to ratify the original grants, but
also to announce the throwing open of the huge areas reserved as
Crown Lands to enterprising planters :

The allotment of 400,000 acres of land for the Royal demesne to be
suspended, for the better encouragement of the planters and those who
will plant within five years, such grants to be under the broad seal of
the island to the grantees and their heirs in free and common socage,
reserving fit rents to the King; and a register theroffto be kept and
sent home... ,24

Settlers were to be exempt from English duties on their Jamaican
produce until 1669, and spared the payment of any local duties on
imports from England until 1685. To encourage the importation of
white indentured labourers, each planter was to receive 30 acres for
each 'servant' brought out, which allotment would devolve upon that
fortunate individual if and when he completed four years' labour in
Jamaica. The 'quit rent' to the Crown was fixed at a penny an acre
per year, but even this moderate charge was only to be levied on land
not merely 'planted' but also 'manured'. Thus, by the generous pro-
visions of Modyford's Instructions, most of which were incorporated
in an Act of the Jamaican Assembly in IÓ72,25 the earliest settlers could
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take out patents for as much land as they could conceivably plant
within the subsequent five years, and thereupon hold that land for
ever on the most nominal payment. 'Planting', moreover, was never
defined and always interpreted loosely, and so ineffectual were the
means of checking which lands had been 'manured' that although
within the first five years 209,000 acres were patented, only ^150 had
been collected in quit rents.26

Yet, though land was readily available to the early settlers—Mody-
ford himself was the greatest of the patentees—labour and capital were
so desperately short in Jamaica that sugar production did not dominate
the economy until well after 1700. Although Bermuda and the
Leewards (densely overpopulated), the workhouses of the English
parishes, and even the prisons of Newgate and Bridewell were scoured
for white indentured servants, disappointingly few went out to Ja-
maica, and even fewer lasted long on the Jamaican plantations.27 In
fact, after reaching a peak of 7,768 men, women, and children in 1673,
the white population of Jamaica began an actual decline, falling as low
as 1,400 after the French depredations of the 16903, and not surpassing
the 1673 total until the fourth decade of the eighteenth century.
Although from about 1720 to the end of the eighteenth century the
whites of Jamaica were outnumbered by slaves by ten to one, slaves
were outnumbered by whites by three to one in 1660, only reached
equal numbers around 1670, and by 1700 had scarcely achieved a
numerical preponderance of five to one. In the early years of English
settlement the supply of slaves to Jamaica fell chronically short of the
demands of would-be planters.28 Governor Modyford had been in-
structed to persuade the Royal African Company to supply Jamaica
with Negroes as it had supplied Barbados while he was agent there, but
the Company was unwilling or unable to provide Jamaica with slaves
at prices which the planters could afford, or to provide sufficient credit
facilities. The real trouble was shortage of capital in Jamaica. In 1680,
the Jamaican planters prevailed upon the British Government to order
the Royal African Company to send up to 3,000 slaves a year to Jamaica
for .£18 each, at six months credit on good security; but the Company
complained that the Jamaican planters already owed them ^iio,ooo.29
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