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Welcome to
THE
EVERYTHING®
—Family Guides—

THESE HANDY, PORTABLE BOOKS are designed to be the perfect traveling companions. Whether you’re traveling within a tight family budget or feeling the urge to splurg, you will find all you need to create a memorable family vacation.

Use these books to plan your trips, and then take them along with you for easy reference. Does Jimmy want to go sailing? Or maybe Jane wants to go to the local hobby shop. The Everything® Family Guides offer many ways to entertain kids of all ages while also ensuring you get the most out of your time away from home.

Review this book cover-to-cover to give you great ideas before you travel, and stick it in your backpack or diaper bag to use as a quick reference guide for activities, attractions, and excursions you want to experience. Let The Everything® Family Guides help you travel the world, and you’ll discover that vacationing with the whole family can be filled with fun and exciting adventures.
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Quick, handy tips
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Don’t leave home without …
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Details to make your trip more enjoyable
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Appealing information for moms and dads





THE

EVERYTHING®
—Family Guides—
to Las Vegas

Dear Reader,

Thanks for picking up this copy of The Everything® Family Guide to Las Vegas. This book was written to help you and your family get the most out of your vacation, no matter how large or small your travel budget happens to be. Throughout this book, not only will you find detailed information about all there is to see and do on or near the world-famous Las Vegas Strip, but you’ll also discover dozens of moneysaving tips you can utilize when booking airfares, making hotel reser vations, and planning how you’ll actually spend your time in Las Vegas.

This book was written for families, which is what sets it apart from other travel guides. Instead of describing the best places to gamble, then providing strategies for winning at the casinos, this guide focuses on all of the mega-resorts, hotels, activities, shows, attractions, restaur ants, shops, and day spas located on or near the Strip.

You’ll soon discover the best ways to spend your time and find out what’s most suitable for you and your kids or teens. All of the megaresorts, attraction s, and shows, for example, are rated based not just on the quality of entertainment offered and overall value, but on ageappropriateness as well. This will quickly help you identify the best places to stay and the most exciting and appropriate things to see and do.

If you want to share your vacation experiences, please visit my Web site at www.JasonRich.com or drop me an e-mail at jr7777@aol.com. My goal has been to provide the most comprehensive, informative, and fun-to-read tr avel guide pos sible. As you read t his book, I hope you’ll agree that I’ve achieved my objective.

Have a wonderful, memorable, and safe trip!
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Introduction



As the title of this book suggests, The Everything® Family Guide to Las Vegas is an information-packed resource written specifically for families that will help you plan the ultimate vacation to Las Vegas, plus save money in the process! Throughout this book, you will be reading about all of the mega-resorts, hotels, attractions, shows, activities, restaurants, and day spas that the Las Vegas area has to offer.

To help you make the best decisions about where to stay, how to plan your itinerary, and how to choose the most exciting ways to spend your time (based on the people you’re traveling with), this book not only provides the information you need but also rates everything based on overall value and age-appropriateness.

After all, because of the casinos, Las Vegas is primarily the ultimate theme park and vacation destination for adults. As you’ll discover, however, there’s an incredible number of fun, exciting, and memorable ways to spend quality time with your kids and teens as you explore all that Las Vegas has to offer. While some shows, attractions, and activities are family-friendly and suitable for people of all ages, some are more appropriate for just teens or are exclusively for adults. The ratings this book offers will help you decide what’s appropriate for the people you’re traveling with, whether they’re toddlers, kids, teens, adults, or senior citizens.

Later in this book, you’ll be reading detailed information about all of the mega-resorts, hotels, and casinos on or near the Las Vegas Strip. For each detailed hotel or resort description, the following information is offered:

	The resort’s name.


	The resort’s address, toll-free and local phone numbers, and Web site.


	The number of rooms and the average room rates.


	An overview of the resort and what the resort offers.


	The resort’s overall family-friendliness rating, which is based on the value it offers plus the types of people the property caters to.


	A description of the resort’s guest room accommodations, including what amenities you can expect to find within the rooms and suites.


	Details about the main activities and attractions offered within the resort, including ratings for each to help you determine its family-friendliness and value.


	Information about the shows and entertainment offered within the resort, including ratings for each to help you determine if it’s suitable for your kids and teens.


	A look at the resort’s day spa, a place that adults traveling to Las Vegas can go to relax, work out, or be pampered.


	Details about all of the fine-dining and casual-dining options offered within the resort, as well as information about the nightclubs, bars, and lounges at the resort that cater to the over-twenty-one crowd.


	An overview of the shopping opportunities that the resort offers.


	Information about the resort’s casino.




By the time you’re done reading The Everything® Family Guide to Las Vegas, you will have the knowledge you need to plan and experience the ultimate family vacation!


CHAPTER 1

Viva Las Vegas

GET READY TO EXPERIENCE an incredible vacation, as you discover what fabulous Las Vegas has to offer. In this chapter, you’ll learn what’s new in Las Vegas, find out why Las Vegas appeals to virtually everyone, and get a peek into the city’s history. Most importantly, you’ll find out why Las Vegas is the fastest-growing city in America and why more than 35 million people visit each year.

Welcome to Las Vegas

Over the past few years, Las Vegas has once again undergone expansion and a significant transformation. In addition to continuing its reign as America’s fastest-growing city, this is a vacation destination visited by more than 35 million tourists every year. In an effort to keep up with this growth, many existing hotels and resorts have recently expanded and remodeled. There are also several new properties that have recently found a home on or near the world-famous Las Vegas Strip.

If you’re planning a vacation or trip to Las Vegas, you’re in for an amazing and memorable experience! There’s no place else like it on the planet. Las Vegas is situated smack in the middle of the desert, yet this amazing oasis is filled with some of the largest, flashiest, and most opulent casinos, resorts, and hotels you’ll find anywhere. Within these properties are world-class restaurants; theaters, which are the homes to many incredible shows; countless attractions and activities (many suitable for the entire family); amazing shopping opportunities; all of the amenities you’d expect from top-notch resorts; golf courses; day spas; plus, of course, casinos.

More than 70 percent of those traveling to Las Vegas come to experience a memorable vacation. Millions of others come for business or to attend a convention. Yet of the more than 35 million visitors each year, upward of 11 percent bring their families, including children under the age of twenty-one.

Despite the fact that the casino properties tend to target adults who enjoy gambling, there continues to be plenty for families to see, do, and experience throughout the Las Vegas area.

Las Vegas Attracts Family Vacationers

Las Vegas is a mecca for everything that’s trendy, exciting, and entertaining, especially for the over-twenty-one crowd. Properties such as the Palms, the Rio, and the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino have become popular hangouts and vacation destinations of the young, rich, and famous.

Considering the history of Las Vegas and its current focus on adult-oriented entertainment, you’re probably asking yourself, “Is this really a place you should bring your kids for vacation?” The answer to this is both an unequivocal “yes” and “no,” depending on how well you plan your vacation and the activities you choose to partake in, especially with your children.

Making the Right Choice

Many resort and casino properties that catered to young people in the past have refocused their efforts and now cater mainly to the over-twenty-one crowd. If you’ve previously visited Las Vegas, you may recall that the MGM Grand, for example, offered the Grand Adventures theme park. This theme park, and attractions like it at a few other properties, no longer exist. However, there is still plenty for families traveling with kids and teens to see and do throughout the Las Vegas area.

The trick is to select the ideal place to stay, and then to seek out the very best family-oriented attractions, rides, shows, shopping, and dining experiences that Las Vegas has to offer. Even if you don’t gamble, you can still occupy every minute of the day and night with countless memorable and fun activities.

[image: ]

▴ A prime view of the Las Vegas Strip.	Photo © The Las Vegas News Bureau.

The Las Vegas Appeal

Recently, a multitude of network television shows, including CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, Las Vegas, The Casino, and MTV’s The Real World, along with several major motion pictures, have put the spotlight on Las Vegas, depicting it as the fun and exciting vacation destination that it’s become. This has definitely boosted interest among tourists, especially after the tragic events of September 11 when tourism in America slowed down for a while.

So, what’s the incredible appeal that keeps people coming back to Las Vegas? Well, in addition to its rich history as a gaming town and its reputation for being a hangout for mega-popular entertainers, Las Vegas continues to offer people a fun and memorable escape from reality. No matter what your travel budget is, Las Vegas offers a vacation experience the likes of which no place else on the planet can offer.

Satisfaction Guaranteed

In recent years, many world-class chefs have made a home in Las Vegas, which now offers some of the finest dining experiences you’ll find anywhere. In addition, this city has become the home for many Broadway-style and high-budget production shows (such as Mamma Mia! and Blue Man Group Live), plus it’s where you can see world-famous recording artists such as Celine Dion and Elton John performing almost nightly.

[image: ] TRAVEL TIP


While Siegfried & Roy was one of the best production shows ever presented in Las Vegas, it is no longer at The Mirage. There are still, however, dozens of incredible Broadway-style and full production shows to choose from. You won’t want to leave Las Vegas without experiencing one of the Cirque du Soleil shows, for example. Each of these unusual and exciting shows is well worth the price of admission.



When it comes to shopping, between the Forum Shops at Caesars Palace, the Fashion Show Mall (located along the Strip), the Galleria at Sunset Mall, and the hundreds of shops and boutiques within the hotels, resorts, and casinos themselves, you can shop for several days straight, until you literally collapse from exhaustion.

After reaching that point of exhaustion, consider dropping into one of the world-class day spas within the various mega-resorts. At places such as the Canyon Ranch SpaClub (located within The Venetian), you can experience a relaxing and rejuvenating massage, body wrap, or any of over 120 other spa services, plus enjoy the top-notch spa facilities and incredible hospitality as you’re being pampered. These spas cater to male and female clientele.

Something for Everyone

Along with dining, seeing shows, and shopping, you’ll also find dozens of world-class golf courses, exciting nightclubs, and museums, plus many utterly unique activities you can enjoy as part of your vacation.

For example, there’s indoor skydiving for those who are adventurous. If you want to explore beyond the Las Vegas Strip, you can take a helicopter tour of the Hoover Dam and/or the Grand Canyon and experience one of the seven Wonders of the World in a way you’ll never forget.

If you’re a fan of the Star Trek television shows and movies, you won’t want to miss The Star Trek Experience at the Las Vegas Hilton. It’s a state-of-the-art ride/attraction that’s suitable for the entire family.

Museums and Galleries

In terms of museums, people of all ages will enjoy spending an hour or two exploring Madame Tussauds wax museum, which offers photo-realistic, life-size replicas of hundreds of famous celebrities. The Guinness World Record Museum is the home of many wacky, weird, and wonderful displays that bring the popular Guinness Book of Records to life.

Several of the resorts along the Strip, such as the Bellagio, also offer exquisite art collections and galleries, showcasing famous, one-of-a-kind works from Monet, Picasso, and many other renowned artists whom you’d typically see on display only at the world’s most prestigious museums.

Action-Adventure

If you’re traveling with young people, just some of the things you won’t want to miss include a visit to Circus, Circus, where you can experience the Adventuredome theme park, offering more than twenty rides and attractions, plus ongoing circus acts performed under the giant indoor big top.

In front of Treasure Island, there’s also the free twenty-minute show called Sirens of TI, during which visitors will see pirates, pyrotechnics, and high-diving acrobatics. In front of Caesars Palace, The Mirage, and the Bellagio, there are shooting fountain shows, synchronized to music, that are presented throughout the day and night.

Several of the major resort/casinos offer one-of-a-kind roller coasters, including New York-New York, the Stratosphere Tower, and Sahara Hotel & Casino. There’s also Wet ‘n Wild, a sixteen-acre water park that’s open between May and September.

If you want to see lions, tigers, sharks, dolphins, and other exotic creatures, be sure to stop by the Flamingo Wildlife Habitat (the Flamingo Las Vegas), the Lion Habitat (MGM Grand), the Shark Reef (Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino), and Siegfried & Roy’s Secret Garden & Dolphin Habitat (The Mirage).

A few other family-oriented activities and attractions you’ll soon be learning more about include GameWorks Las Vegas (an indoor arcade and virtual-reality experience with more than 300 interactive video games and the world’s largest indoor rock-climbing structure), the IMAX theater at the Luxor, the Las Vegas Cyber Speedway (Sahara Hotel & Casino), M&M’s Academy (located near the MGM Grand), the Volcano at The Mirage, and King Tut’s Tomb and Museum (the Luxor). Any of these fun and one-of-a-kind attractions will help make your Las Vegas vacation something you’ll always remember.

Planning Ahead

Aside from all there is to see and do throughout Las Vegas, many people wind up spending countless hours or even full days simply exploring the various resort hotels and casinos located along the Strip. Each of these larger-than-life properties offers a distinctive theme, incredible architecture, and an ambiance you need to experience to believe.

As you prepare for your trip to Las Vegas, be sure to read all about what this incredible city has to offer before you arrive; then plan your itinerary carefully, to ensure that you’re able to experience everything that interests you. Preplanning your trip will also help you stay within your budget, plus allow you to make advance reservations for some of the most popular restaurants, shows, and attractions, which often sell out. Celine Dion’s A New Day … concert, for example, often sells out several weeks or even months in advance.

Perhaps it’s because Las Vegas offers so much variety that it appeals to people of all ages and from all walks of life. Whatever the reason for Las Vegas’s popularity, it’s no surprise that more than 82 percent of those who travel here each year are repeat visitors. Unless you’re planning to spend several weeks on vacation in Las Vegas, it’s virtually impossible to see and do everything during a single visit.

A Quick Look at Las Vegas’s Past

Before you experience firsthand the vacation destination Las Vegas has transformed itself into, let’s take a quick look at its past. For many centuries Nevada was inhabited only by the Paiute, Shoshone, and Washoe Indian tribes. Back in the early 1700s, this area was popular among Spanish traders en route to Los Angeles along the Spanish Trail. Back then, the Spaniards referred to the route through the valley as jornada de muerte, or “journey of death.” The discovery of a valley, with its abundant wild grasses and water supply, reduced the journey to Los Angeles by several days. The valley was ultimately named Las Vegas, which in Spanish means “the Meadows.”

In 1855, a group of thirty Mormon missionaries built the first non-Indian settlement in the region. The missionaries’ primary purpose was to teach the Paiute Indians farming techniques. The Paiutes rejected the teachings and periodically wound up raiding the fort until it was ultimately abandoned in 1857.

In the late nineteenth century, the discovery of minerals and precious metals established the area’s mining industry. In 1905, the completion of a railway, which linked Southern California with Salt Lake City, helped to establish Las Vegas as a railroad town. The availability of water made Las Vegas an ideal rest stop. The railroad was the principal industry in Las Vegas for the next quarter century.

On May 15, 1905, Las Vegas was founded as a city. At the time of incorporation, the city encompassed just under twenty square miles, and had a mere 800 inhabitants.

In 1931, Las Vegas took the first step toward evolving into the mecca tourist destination it has become today. On March 19, 1931, gambling was legalized in the state of Nevada. One month later, the city issued six gambling licenses. In addition, the state’s divorce laws were liberalized and state residency was made easier to attain. Thus, a “quickie” divorce could be attained after six weeks of residency. Short-term residents waiting for their divorce to be finalized typically stayed at “dude ranches,” which represented the first generation of the world-famous Las Vegas Strip hotels. The area continued to grow dramatically in the early 1930s, as the construction of the Hoover Dam brought into the area an influx of construction workers.

By 1940, Las Vegas’s population had grown to more than eight thousand. With the start of World War II, the defense industry began populating the valley. To this day, the defense industry continues to employ a significant number of valley residents. Following World War II, lavish resort hotels and gambling casinos began showcasing top-name entertainment.

Outgrowing Its Roots

Tourism and entertainment soon took over as the largest employer in the valley. By 1960, Las Vegas encompassed twenty-five square miles and had a population of more than 64,000. During the 1960s, Howard Hughes, along with a handful of large corporations, began building and buying hotel/casino properties, which resulted in dramatic growth. In Las Vegas, the term “gambling” evolved into “gaming,” which soon became a very profitable and totally legitimate business. Throughout the 1970s and into the 1980s, large and well-known corporations continued to invest in the hotel/casino industry. By 1980 Las Vegas’s population was more than 160,000 people.

[image: ] FAST FACT


The latest population prediction for Las Vegas is 2 million permanent residents and over 40 million annual visitors in 2005. In 2003, more than 35 million tourists generated over $32.8 billion in revenue for Las Vegas.



Starting in the mid-1980s, a period of unprecedented growth began. Annual population increases, averaging nearly 7 percent, caused the city’s population to almost double between 1985 and 1995. This incredible growth continues to this day.

Happy 100th Birthday, Las Vegas!

On December 31, 2004, Las Vegas kicked off a massive, year-long centennial celebration. For a listing of scheduled events, point your Web browser to [image: ]www.lasvegas2005.org. According to the Web site, “The Centennial Celebration Committee has promised to commemorate our 100th Birthday as only Las Vegas can, by hosting a party that is bigger and brighter than the neon lights on the Las Vegas Strip! Our 100th Birthday will pay tribute to the people, places, things, and events that helped our city carve a rich and dynamic place in American and world history.”

Las Vegas Builds Its Own “Walk of Fame”

One of the new attractions to open in conjunction with the Centennial event is the Las Vegas Walk of Fame. This attraction is part of the downtown Las Vegas revitalization project. It features 18-inch bronze gaming chips cemented into the walkways around the area by the Fremont Street Experience.

The bronze gaming chips feature well-known Vegas celebrities (such as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Bugsy Siegel, and Howard Hughes) and all the celebrated performers, characters, and local historical figures who helped build and transform Las Vegas into the tourist destination it’s become today.

[image: ] FAST FACT


Elvis Presley’s first appearances in Vegas took place at the Frontier Hotel on May 5, 1956. Among the songs he performed were “Heartbreak Hotel,” “Blue Suede Shoes,” “Long Tall Sally,” and “Money Honey.” For nearly a decade after that, Elvis stayed away from concert appearances, so he could concentrate on making movies. In 1969, Elvis returned to Las Vegas, where he became a fixture at the Las Vegas Hilton.



Every month in 2005, eight to ten new gaming chips will be made a permanent part of the history of Las Vegas. In the future, new gaming chips will be added each year, expanding upon this new tradition that will be of interest to tourists visiting the downtown area.

Las Vegas Evolves and Expands

One thing you’ll notice when you visit Las Vegas is the ever-present construction. This city is always expanding and evolving. As older or less profitable resorts and casinos close down, they’re demolished and quickly replaced with bigger, more extravagant, and fancier mega-resorts located on or near the Strip.

During the time this book was written, in addition to many of the popular resorts and casinos undergoing massive expansion (including Caesars Palace, the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, and the Bellagio), the Wynn Las Vegas Resort & Casino was being built. Scheduled to open in April 2005, this $2.5 billion property, built where the Desert Inn Casino used to stand, will contain fifty floors housing 2,701 guest rooms, eighteen restaurants, a 110,000-square-foot casino, plus 200,000 square feet of convention space, making it one of the largest (and most expensive to build) properties on the Strip.

[image: ] FAST FACT


In 2003, more than 4,063 new hotel rooms and 1,045 time-share or condo/hotel units were added to resort and hotel properties in the Las Vegas area. By 2006, there will be more than 139,133 hotel rooms available to vacationers in Las Vegas.



Meanwhile, plans were underway to transform the Aladdin Resort & Casino into the Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino. Modeled after the famous theme restaurant chain, which displays authentic Hollywood memorabilia, this resort will ultimately become a new “hot spot” for those in search of the trendiest places in the world to stay.

The New Way to Ride

With so much expansion along the Strip), in July 2004 a state-of-the-art, above-ground monorail system opened to help transport people quickly from one end of the Strip to the other and avoid traffic. This was a privately funded $650 million construction project.

Phase one of the Disney World–like monorail system transports travelers from the MGM Grand to the Sahara, with additional stops along the way at Bally’s/Paris, the Flamingo/Caesars Palace, Harrah’s, the Las Vegas Convention Center, and the Las Vegas Hilton.

Eventually this transportation system will offer a direct route to and from the McCarran International Airport, as well as other destinations in downtown Las Vegas (Fremont Street) and along the Strip. Initially operating from 6:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M., the monorail is expected to carry upward of 20 million people per year and will eventually run twenty-four hours per day.

[image: ]

The Las Vegas Monorail system.      Photo provided by PR Newswire Photo Service.

The per-ride cost for the monorail is $3 per person; however, several discounted ticket options are available that make this a cost-effective mode of transportation as you explore Las Vegas (see Table 1–1).

Especially at night when traffic along the Strip is at its worst and a taxi ride could cost upward of $15 to go from one end of the Strip to the other, the monorail system offers a fast and relatively inexpensive alternative.

TABLE 1–1
LAS VEGAS MONORAIL TICKET PRICES (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)



	Number of Rides
	Price per Person



	1
	$3.00



	2
	$5.75



	10 (Usable over any period of days)
	$25.00



	1-Day Pass (unlimited rides)
	$15.00



	3-Day Pass (unlimited rides)
	$40.00
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The Las Vegas Monorail can save you time and money as you travel around Las Vegas. The monorail glides above the often bumper-to-bumper traffic along Las Vegas Boulevard, at speeds reaching fifty miles per hour. The initial four-mile route (from one end of the Strip to the other) takes approximately fourteen minutes. For additional information about the monorail, point your Web browser to [image: ]www.lvmonorail.com.



Las Vegas Is Unlike Any Other Vacation Destination

You’ve probably already discovered that Las Vegas is unlike any other vacation destination in the world. How memorable and exciting your own vacation will ultimately be, however, will be determined by how you decide to spend your time and money.

As you read this book, you’ll discover the best places to stay; learn about exciting and memorable ways to spend your time; find out how to save money when booking your trip and experiencing all that Las Vegas has to offer; and discover the secrets for making your vacation as memorable as possible, based on your own interests (and what the people you’re traveling with like to do).

From The Everything® Family Guide to Las Vegas, you’ll discover how you and your family can best enjoy your vacation. But what’s a family, exactly? For the purpose of this book, a “family” is defined as:

	Parents and/or grandparents traveling with young kids (preteens)


	Parents and/or grandparents traveling with teenagers (under twenty-one)


	Parents traveling with their adult children (age twenty-one and older)


	An adult couple traveling alone


	Adults traveling with their own parents or in-laws (senior citizens)




What this book doesn’t offer are tips for getting rich quick by gambling at the various casinos. Sorry, you won’t discover the ultimate secret for winning at blackjack here, but you will learn which of the casinos are best for you, based upon the type of gambling you enjoy.

The next chapter will speed your vacation planning by helping you get ready for your trip, pack your bags, and book your travel. Unlike many other tourist destinations, Las Vegas is open twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week, 365 days per year, so there will be plenty to see and do no matter when you arrive. Based on the activities you have in mind, things to consider when choosing your travel dates include the temperature and what conventions are taking place at the time of your visit. These and other considerations will also be explored in the next chapter.


CHAPTER 2

Planning Your Trip to Las Vegas

YOUR FIRST STEP IN PLANNING a Las Vegas vacation is to determine the timing and length of your trip and your overall budget. Once you know when your trip will begin and how many days you have to enjoy yourself, you can plan your itinerary and choose which of Las Vegas’s many resorts, casinos, shows, and other attractions you want to experience firsthand. Then you can book your airfare and hotel accommodations, and possibly reserve a rental car.

The Weather in Las Vegas

In the summer, the temperature in Las Vegas can reach well over 100 degrees. Luckily—unless you’re planning to play golf, spend time at your hotel’s pool, or take a sightseeing tour to the Grand Canyon, for example—most of the activities surrounding the Las Vegas Strip are indoors, requiring you to be outdoors very little.

Before packing your suitcase, determine what the weather forecast will be during your visit. The following Web sites offer up-to-date weather forecasts for the Las Vegas area:


	Las Vegas Review-Journal newspaper—www.lvrj.com


	Las Vegas Sun newspaper—www.lasvegassun.com


	LasVegas.com Weather—www.vegas.com


	The National Weather Service—www.wrh.noaa.gov


	The Weather Channel—www.weather.com


	Yahoo! Weather—http://weather.yahoo.com
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When it’s hot outside, it’s an excellent strategy to take a taxi or another form of transportation to get from one area of the Strip to another. In the evening or when it’s cooler, walking between resort properties is a popular option. Distances between resort properties, even if they’re located next door to each other along the Strip, can be considerable, so pace yourself.



Average Temperatures in Las Vegas

Table 2–1 lists the average temperatures throughout the year in the Las Vegas area. Keep in mind that even when the temperature is extremely hot outside, all of the hotels, restaurants, casinos, theaters, and indoor activities are air-conditioned, so pack and dress accordingly.

TABLE 2–1
LAS VEGAS TEMPERATURES



	Month
	High Temperature (°F)
	Low Temperature (°F)



	January
	58°
	34°



	February
	63°
	39°



	March
	69°
	44°



	April
	78°
	51°



	May
	88°
	60°



	June
	100°
	69°



	July
	106°
	74°



	August
	103°
	74°



	September
	95°
	66°



	October
	82°
	54°



	November
	67°
	43°



	December
	58°
	34°
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The coldest day on record in Las Vegas was on January 13, 1963. The temperature dropped to a mere 8°F. The hottest day in Las Vegas was on July 24, 1985, when the temperature rose to 116°F.



The Best and Worst Times to Visit Las Vegas

Las Vegas is well known for hosting some of the world’s largest conventions, concerts, and sporting events. When one of these major events is taking place, people from all over the world flock to Las Vegas to participate. In addition, Las Vegas has become a popular destination to celebrate certain holidays, such as New Year’s Eve and Valentine’s Day. During these times, Las Vegas’s hotels and resorts are at or near capacity.

Unlike other tourist destinations, the price you’ll pay for hotel accommodations in Las Vegas, especially at the mega-resorts located on or near the Strip, is directly related to how crowded Las Vegas is. For example, during a slow week or during the off-season, a room at a luxury resort may go for under $100 per night. That same room during a popular convention or holiday period could go for $500 or more per night. Thus, you’ll often find the best travel deals during non-convention and non-holiday (non–peak travel) periods. Travel-related Web sites are among the very best places for finding the lowest-priced travel deals and discounted packages.

Peak Travel Times

Some of the most popular times to visit Las Vegas coincide with holidays, special events, and conventions. (See Table 2–2.) As a general rule, any three-day holiday weekend throughout the year is going to be a popular time to visit Las Vegas, so expect the city to be at or near capacity in terms of hotel availability. Plan on paying higher hotel and airfare rates, having to deal with larger crowds, and finding shows and attractions crowded or sold out.

If you’ll plan to visit Las Vegas during a peak time, book early. For a list of special events, visit [image: ]www.vegas.com.

TABLE 2–2
THE MOST POPULAR TIMES TO VISIT LAS VEGAS



	Holiday or Special Event
	Date(s)



	New Year’s Eve
	Late December/Early January



	Consumer Electronics Show (CES)-Convention
	First week of January



	Super Bowl weekend
	January



	Valentine’s Day
	Mid-February



	Men’s Apparel Guild of CA (MAGIC)—Convention
	Third week in February



	President’s Day weekend
	February



	NASCAR Winston Cup
	Early March



	ShoWest—Convention
	Early to mid-March



	St. Patrick’s Day
	March



	March Madness (college basketball)
	March



	Spring break/Easter
	March



	National Association of Broadcasters Convention
	Early April



	Cinco de Mayo
	May



	Memorial Day weekend
	May



	CineVegas—Convention
	Mid-June



	July 4th weekend
	Early July



	Men’s Apparel Guild of CA (MAGIC)—Convention
	Mid- to late August



	Labor Day weekend
	September



	Columbus Day weekend
	October



	Halloween
	October 31



	Thanksgiving weekend
	Late November



	Billboard Music Awards—Convention and televised awards show
	Early December



	National Finals Rodeo (NFR)
	Early December



	Christmas
	December 25




Choosing Your Activities

If you’ll be traveling with other people, including family members (adults or children), it’s an excellent idea to have everyone help select which attractions and activities you want to check out. If everyone gets to share his or her own input in the itinerary planning, you’re more likely to have a relaxing and enjoyable experience.

While the majority of your time in the Las Vegas area may be spent visiting the many resorts, casinos, theme parks, shows, restaurants, shops, spas, and attractions located on or near the Strip, you may also want to check out the Hoover Dam and Grand Canyon tours.

Perhaps you’re traveling to Las Vegas to pamper yourself at one of the world-class spas the city has recently become famous for, or maybe you prefer to spend time relaxing at your resort’s swimming pool or playing tennis or golf. If you enjoy exploring malls and unique shops, the shopping opportunities in Las Vegas are also well worth experiencing.

Based on the information in this book, you should be able to plan an itinerary that is designed just for you and your traveling companions. As the title suggests, this book describes just about everything you can see, do, and experience along the Las Vegas Strip and nearby. Keep pen and paper handy to take notes as you plan the ultimate trip!

Packed and Ready to Go: Choosing Your Luggage

Knowing what you want to bring with you to Las Vegas is the first step, but choosing your luggage and then actually packing your bags can be a challenging and somewhat cumbersome task, especially if you’re traveling with kids.

Not everyone owns luggage that is suitable for airplane travel. If you need to buy luggage before your trip, the first step is to determine how you’ll be using the luggage. The pieces of luggage a business traveler might purchase are very different from the luggage a family going on vacation would use. A family that takes just one trip per year doesn’t need to spend as much on their luggage as an individual or family that travels often.

No matter who you are, it’s an excellent strategy to purchase good-quality luggage. Luggage needs to be durable, especially if it will be checked at the airport, as opposed to being carried on an airplane. Some luggage is specifically designed to keep clothing, such as suits and dresses, wrinkle free, while other luggage pieces are designed to hold large amounts of casual clothing.

When you go shopping for new luggage, look carefully at the quality of the fabric or the leather. Tumi luggage ([image: ]www.tumi.com), for example, is manufactured using Napa leather, which is a wonderfully soft, yet incredibly strong leather, or Tru-Ballistic nylon, which was originally developed for the military for use in bulletproof vests.

Some less-expensive luggage materials simply can’t hold up to repeated abuse, which means it’ll have to be fixed or replaced much sooner. No matter what style or brand of luggage you purchase, choosing luggage manufactured with durable fabric is critical.

Luggage Considerations

If you’re buying luggage with wheels, evaluate the quality of those wheels. Do they spin smoothly? Do they wobble? This is important when you’re dragging thirty to sixty pounds of luggage behind you through the airport—a trek that often requires walking over half a mile as you navigate your way around the busy airport concourses. The construction of the handle is also important. Look for handles that are strong, comfortable, and durable.

Overall, luggage needs to be strong and lightweight. All of the stitching should be tight, with no loose threads visible. Examine how well it’s laid out. Are the compartments where you’d want to put them? Do the compartments provide added efficiency? Also, is all of the space in the bag usable for packing? Can any of the pockets be accessed from the outside?

When shopping for luggage, visit a specialty luggage store or a major department store that carries a lot of luggage styles from different manufacturers. Purchase luggage from a retailer that will fix or replace your luggage if it gets damaged or has a manufacturer’s defect. Be sure you understand the manufacturer’s warranty.

For families going on vacation together, the best pieces of luggage to purchase are large, soft-body suitcases that are on wheels. A large duffle bag on wheels (such as Tumi’s style #6452 or #2252, either of which measures 30” × 14.5” × 13”) aren’t great for fancy suits or dresses, but they can hold a tremendous amount of casual clothing (and other items), and they’re easy to carry or roll around an airport. Travelers planning to take along several formal outfits (dresses, gowns, sport jackets, tuxedos, or suits) should pack those garments in a garment bag. Suitcases with special suit compartments are only designed to hold one or two formal garments. Overpacking formal garments will cause them to wrinkle.

Dozens of different manufacturers offer luggage in a wide range of colors and styles, and at a variety of price points. Keep in mind that quality varies greatly between manufacturers. While two bags from different manufacturers might look similar, their overall quality level and price might be very different, which is why examining each bag before you purchase it is important.

Popular luggage manufacturers include Atlantic, American Tourister, Andiamo, Biggs & Riley, Dakota Metro, Hartmann, Kipling, Samsonite, Travelpro, and Tumi.

Stand Out in a Crowd

Since many pieces of luggage look alike, it’s up to you to make your bag look different. To achieve this, so that the wrong person doesn’t accidentally pick it up off the baggage claim conveyor belt, tie a bright-colored ribbon around the handle. Also, make sure that your identification tags are well attached to each bag. The tag should list your full name, address, and phone number. (Some people choose to use a work address and phone number for security reasons.) In addition to having this information on the outside tag, it’s also an excellent idea to include it inside the bag, so that if your bag gets lost and the luggage tag falls off, the person who finds it can still contact you.

Safety First

Those paper luggage tags supplied by the airlines fall off bags too easily, so avoid using them. Many luggage companies will monogram your luggage. This is another way to make your bags more easily identifiable. If you’re traveling to Las Vegas from outside of the United States or you’re traveling overseas in conjunction with your Las Vegas trip, make a photocopy of your passport and place it inside your luggage, near the top.
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Be sure to place durable identification tags (listing your name, address, and phone number) on all of your baggage, including your laptop computer. It is a good idea to place an identification tag inside your baggage as well.



Once luggage is checked with the airline, there really isn’t anything you can do to protect it from receiving physical abuse. The only thing you can do is buy the best-made luggage you can find and afford. Incidents of baggage theft are minimal, but you should never pack jewelry, computer equipment, cameras, or other valuables in the luggage that will be checked at the airport. These items should be carried onto the plane in a carry-on bag.

Locking Your Luggage

One of the newer security measures implemented at all U.S. airports is that you are no longer supposed to lock your luggage before checking it, unless you’re using a locking system that’s been approved by the TSA (Transportation Security Administration), the organization in charge of security at all U.S. airports.

If you lock your luggage using a traditional lock, and the TSA chooses to hand-search your checked bags, the lock will be broken off. A lock that is “accepted and recognized” by the TSA means that the authorized screeners will be able to open and then relock your bags for security screening.
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Never pack anything valuable within your luggage, such as jewelry, camera equipment, consumer electronics, or anything that can’t easily be replaced if lost or stolen. The airlines will typically not take responsibility for these items.



TSA screeners have tools for all TSA accepted and recognized locks that enable them to open the lock without damaging it if a physical inspection is required. Most locks on the market are not TSA-recognized. Even if a luggage lock is accepted and recognized by the TSA, there’s still a chance it will be broken off or removed from your bag. Many screeners don’t have the patience to remove the locks in the appropriate manner before searching your bag.

Some companies that offer TSA-accepted and -recognized luggage locks include the following:


	American Tourister Accessories


	Atlantic Luggage


	Austin House Travel Essentials


	Brookstone


	Eagle Creek Travel Safe


	EasyGo


	eBags


	Franzus Travel Smart


	Lewis N Clark


	Master Lock


	Prestolock SearchAlert


	Royal Traveller by Samsonite Accessories


	Samsonite Accessories


	Samsonite Luggage


	Sharper Image


	Target Embark


	Voltage Valet




Packing Tips from the Pros

There are several useful packing tips you can employ to ensure that you don’t forget anything and that you pack the most efficient way possible. Most important is that you should never check any items that you must have when you get off the plane. This includes prescription medications, your travel documents, your identification and other wallet items, and eyeglasses.
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A government-issued ID (driver’s license, passport, or military-issued ID) must be kept with each adult traveler at all times. You’ll need to present your ID, along with airline ticket (and/or boarding pass), several times during the airport security screening and airport check-in process. Your ID and travel documentation should be kept in your pocket, not in a packed suitcase or within your carry-on.



If you’re planning to pack fancy clothes that can’t get wrinkled, use a garment bag or a suitcase with a special compartment designed for suits and dresses. To save space, consider rolling casual clothes and placing them in your luggage. This works best with jeans and casual pants, socks, casual shirts, sweaters, and sweatshirts, for example. Place cosmetics, shampoos, perfume bottles, toothpaste, and anything else that could leak in sealable plastic bags.

While packing your luggage, make a list of each bag’s contents and leave the list or a copy of it at home. If your bag gets lost or stolen, having a list of missing items will help you get reimbursed by the airline or insurance company. Keep your bags with you at all times until they are safely checked with the airline at a designated baggage check-in location.

Do not pack any items that the TSA has put on its list of things that cannot be checked or carried on to an aircraft. Keep in mind, your luggage will be x-rayed and could also be hand-searched.

Packing Your Carry-On Bag

A carry-on bag is a small piece of luggage you take onboard the airplane with you. You are allowed one carry-on in addition to one personal item, such as a laptop computer, purse, small backpack, briefcase, or camera case.

The TSA will screen any carry-on baggage that will fit through the x-ray machine, however, each airline also has specific size requirements for carry-ons. They must fit under your seat or in the overhead compartment located above your seat. Be sure to have a luggage tag on each of your bags, including your carry-ons, and never leave any bags unattended at the airport, even for a moment.

What to Pack in Your Carry-On Bag

Within your carry-on bag(s), it’s important to pack all of your valuables, including your jewelry, camera, video camera, laptop computer, iPod/Walkman, and other electronics you’ll be taking to Las Vegas. You’ll also want to bring on the airplane with you anything that you can’t afford to be without for more than a few hours, such as your eyeglasses, medications/prescriptions, and contact lenses and supplies.

Also, consider packing a book, one or more magazines, and stereo headphones in your carry-on, along with anything else that might help you pass the time on the flight or if the flight is delayed.
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Many flights lasting longer than a few hours offer some type of in-flight movie or video entertainment. On most airlines, you can rent a headset for between $2 and $5 to watch this entertainment. You can, however, bring your own Walkman stereo headphones and save the headset rental fee. Noise-reduction headphones work the best on flights.



If you’re traveling with kids or teens, bring along a Nintendo Game Boy Advance (or another portable video-game system), books, crayons and paper, and other activities that don’t generate a lot of noise and that your kids can use while they’re sitting in their seats. Travel-size versions of popular board games also offer plenty of entertainment value and are easy to carry.
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If you have a laptop computer with a built-in DVD drive or a portable DVD player, you can watch your own movie (which you bring with you) on the flight. NetFlix ([image: ]www.netflix.com), for example, is an excellent service for renting DVDs, without having to pay late fees or return the DVDs to a specific location. Having your kids watch their favorite DVD movies during a flight is a perfect way to pass the time.



Keep in mind that for your kids, the novelty of being onboard an airplane will typically wear off a few minutes after take-off.
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