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The 19 Indian pueblos of New Mexico and their settlements along the Rio Grande are detailed on this map. Settlement in this region began as early as the 12th century. The Tiwa language is spoken in the northern and southern pueblos, while the people of the Middle Rio Grande region speak the languages of Tewa, Towa, and Keres. People of the Zuni Pueblo, located to the west, speak their own language of Zuni. (Western Art Collector.)

ON THE COVER: This view of Zuni Pueblo in 1880 includes a man resting next to a water jar. The ladder in the distance was used to climb the multistoried structure. Zuni Pueblo consisted of five separate villages prior to the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. The only village that survived the battle was the one seen in this photograph. (Photograph by Ben Wittick, Palace of the Governors [NMHM/DCA], No. 016210.)
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FOREWORD

For Pueblo people, the memory of time passed—of emergence, migration, and ancestors—remains embedded in mind and spirit. Carefully crafted stories emerge from this sacred memory and serve as a means for offering future generations insight into the time of creation and of the enduring lifeway that has sustained Pueblo people for millennia. These stories, recounted during the frigid months of winter among families, clan groups, and societies, are critical to the continuance of Pueblo culture. This trained mind’s eye—lens, if you will—serves as the source for maintenance of history, cultural values, and language, and informs a process for envisioning the future.

Fast forward, acknowledging a history fraught with challenge and trauma resulting from Spanish contact and establishment of the United States, and interest in Native American people of the Southwest emerged and influenced initiatives by both the federal government and academia to research the ethnography of Pueblo people. This widespread inquiry produced documentation that, for the very first time, offered insight into Pueblo culture and history. The use of a new technology to capture imagery also emerged and was utilized to document aspects of Pueblo life and ceremony during this time, and of places along the Pueblo migration. This exposure prompted a wave of interest and inquiry into Pueblo culture. To the credit of some federal agents, ethnographers, and photographers, the imagery captured over several decades has become important and useful to Pueblo communities in their efforts to protect resources and to revitalize cultural practices, language, and traditional arts.

Today, while most Pueblo people maintain stringent policies for photography and often limit access of non-tribal members onto their lands, some do offer opportunities in accordance with tribal policy and needs of the community. Pueblo people have also accepted photography as a means of documenting tribal and personal histories. There is a growing interest among Pueblo people to expand their own lens in order to ensure that future generations can reflect on and know their rich history while utilizing technology to document contemporary Pueblo life, deeply rooted in cultural core values instilled in the collective Pueblo memory.

—Brian Vallo, Acoma Pueblo

Director, Indian Arts Research Center at the School for Advanced Research
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INTRODUCTION

The Pueblo Indians of New Mexico are believed to be descendants of the Ancestral Puebloans (Anasazi), who populated the Four Corners region of Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, and Colorado. During the 12th century, the Pueblos began settlements along major rivers, primarily the Rio Grande, which begins in south-central Colorado and flows to the Gulf of Mexico. Francisco Vasquez de Coronado was the first explorer to come into contact with New Mexico’s indigenous population at Zia Pueblo in his 1540–1542 expedition. San Juan Pueblo (in 2005, the pueblo went back to its original name, Ohkay Owingeh) was the first settlement claimed by Spanish explorer Juan de Oñate in 1598. The next significant date in the history of the Pueblo people occurred in the latter part of the 17th century during the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. Led by the medicine man Po’pay of Ohkay Owingeh, the neighboring pueblos drove the Spanish colonists out of New Mexico for 12 years.

The opening of the Santa Fe Trail in 1821 from Franklin, Missouri, to Santa Fe introduced New Mexico’s Pueblo population to those ambitious men and women who braved the trade route. But it was the coming of the railroad in 1878 that opened the floodgates, with people arriving from the East, including archeologists and anthropologists. In New Mexico, they hit pay dirt—they no longer had to travel to exotic destinations to study aboriginal societies. Another group that shared in this serendipitous discovery was early photographers.

In 2017, I wrote Early Santa Fe for Arcadia’s Images of America series. The history of this nation’s oldest capital city was documented in that book through the work of the photographers who began to arrive around 1850 on the Santa Fe Trail and, later, the railroad. While doing my research at the Palace of the Governors Photo Archives, I discovered that many of these photographers had also captured the earliest images of New Mexico’s 19 Indian pueblos. Since my focus was just on Santa Fe, I knew that another book had to be written that provided a platform for the extensive oeuvre of these creative, adventurous, and most certainly determined photographers.

Photographs by Ben Wittick, Dana B. Chase, George C. Bennett, William Henry Brown, T. Harmon Parkhurst, Jesse Nusbaum, Charles F. Lummis, Christian G. Kaadt, and Aaron B. Craycraft appear in this book. Since my focus for Pueblos of New Mexico was to document the earliest images of the pueblos starting in 1866 and ending in 1925, some of the other photographers from Early Santa Fe are not included here. Those include John Candelario, whose photographs of the pueblos began in the 1940s. I also did not include the wonderful images by Laura Gilpin, since her work came later and focused primarily on the Navajo nation. I chose the cut-off date of 1925 because many books on the pueblos have been written, and I wanted to provide exposure to the earliest images that may not otherwise see the light of day, save for an occasional researcher or academic. Also, it is my hope that in writing this book that the descendants of some of the people featured may be recognized. I reviewed over 1,000 photographs prior to choosing the ones featured in this book, trying to use the ones where people are identified. I also chose to group each pueblo by language and region from north to south, as shown in the map on page 2.

Other photographers featured are the anthropologist Mathilde Coxe Stephenson and the Western photographer Adam C. Vroman. Readers will find an occasional image by a lone photographer who I felt warranted inclusion. To my utter delight, more than 50 photographs by Edward S. Curtis are featured. Several books and articles on Curtis have been published; his work has also been featured through ongoing exhibits. His photographs continue to be in circulation and are cherished by ardent collectors of Western art. His most crowning achievement was the colossal The North American Indian. Published at the beginning of the 20th century, the 25-volume series features over 2,000 original photographs. Each volume contains at least 75 photographs and 200 pages of text, which Curtis compiled. Today, this remarkable series can be found in public and private collections around the world and is valued at over $1 million. Like the early scholars who studied this region, I hit the jackpot at the Palace of the Governors Photo Archives with its collection of Curtis photographs.
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