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Preface

THE HisTORY OF PROPHETS AND KINGs (Ta'rikh al-rusul wa’l-
muliik) by Aba Jafar Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari (839-923), here
rendered as the History of al-Tabari, is by common consent the
most important universal history produced in the world of Islam. It
has been translated here in its entirety for the first time for the bene-
fit of non-Arabists, with historical and philological notes for those
interested in the particulars of the text.

Tabari’s monumental work explores the history of the ancient na-
tions, with special emphasis on biblical peoples and prophets, the
legendary and factual history of ancient Iran, and, in great detail, the
rise of Islam, the life of the Prophet Muhammad, and the history of
the Islamic world down to the year 915. The first volume of this
translation will contain a biography of al-Tabari and a discussion of
the method, scope, and value of his work. It will also provide infor-
mation on some of the technical considerations that have guided the
work of the translators.

The History has been divided here into 38 volumes, each of which
covers about two hundred pages of the original Arabic text in the
Leiden edition. An attempt has been made to draw the dividing lines
between the individual volumes in such a way that each is to some
degree independent and can be read as such. The page numbers of
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the original in the Leiden edition appear on the margins of the trans-
lated volumes.

Each volume has an index of proper names. A general index vol-
ume will follow the publication of the translation volumes.

Ehsan Yar-Shater
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Translator’s Foreword

@

In this volume I have followed the transliteration system adopted
by the Series, in deference to the judgement of the editor. My per-
sonal preference would always be to eliminate the Greek suffix id
on Arabic and Persian names and nouns to obtain an adjectival form,
e.g. “Abbasid, °Alid, Umayyad, and to use the Islamic nisba form
used in the Middle East ending in -1, which has gained currency in
modern English usage, e.g. Israeli, Pahlavi, Saudi. The terminal h for
a ta marbuta(h) might also in my view be left to the general desue-
tude into which it is falling, e.g. in the new Enclopaedia of Islam.

I must express my deep gratitude to the Center for Middle Eastern
Studies of Harvard University which kindly sustained me with a re-
search fellowship for one year during which parts of this volume and
of others were completed; to the Harvard Center for the Study of
World Religions, which offered me and my family its hospitality
during the year, and to the American University in Cairo which al-
lowed me a year of leave. My colleagues Ahmed Sharkas at Harvard
and Adel Sulaiman Gamal at American University in Cairo and
University of Arizona helped me often with the poetry passages, and
I would record my thanks to them here.

Professor George Makdisi of the University of Pennsylvania read
the greater part of the translation against the originals and offered
invaluable suggestions in the midst of trying circumstances: a most
generous act. Professor Jacob Lassner made many thoughtful addi-
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tions to the footnotes, and where this occurred I have indicated it in
the notes. To Professor Ehsan Yar-Shater who has seen to the publi-
cation of this volume and others of al-Tabari, very special thanks are
due.

John Alden Williams
Center for Middle Eastern Studies
The University of Texas at' Austin



The Caliphate of Marwan b.
Muhammad

®

In this year the oath of allegiance was given in Damascus to Marwan
b. Muhammad as Caliph.'

Why The Oath of Allegiance Was Given to Marwan

‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Ibrahim reported the following from Abu Hashim
Mukhallad b. Muhammad, the mawla of ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan: When
people announced that Marwan’s cavalry had entered Damascus,
Ibrahim b. al-Walid fled and went into hiding. At this, Sulayman (b.
Hisham) seized what was in the treasury, divided it among his
troops, and left the city. Those mawlas of al-Walid b. Yazid who
were in the city rushed to the house of ‘Abd al-"Aziz b. al-Hajjaj and
slew him. Then they ransacked the grave of Yazid b. al-Walid and
hung his body on the Jabiyah Gate. Marwan entered Damascus, and

Footnotes followed by (J.L.) have been added by Jacob Lassner. Others are those of the
translator.

1. See Tabari, II/3, 1879; Ibn Khayyat, II, 392; Azdi, 62ff; FHA. 156; Ya'qubi,
Ta'rikh, 11, 404ff; Mas'udi, Murij, V1, 46; Ibn Qutaybah, Ma‘arif, 366.
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stopped at ‘Aliyah.’ The two young sons of al-Walid b. Yazid who
had been slain were brought to him, as well as the body of Yasuf b.
‘Umar, and he ordered that they be given burial.! Aba Muhammad
al-Sufyani was carried to him in shackles, and he saluted Marwan as
Caliph. Up until that day, Marwan had only been hailed with the ti-
tle of amir, so he asked al-Sufyani, “What'’s this?” Al-Sufyani re-
plied, “Both [the sons of al-Walid] made the Caliphate over to you as
their successor.”

He then recited some verses composed by al-Hakam in prison.

Our source adds that they had both reached legal maturity; al-
Hakam had begotten offspring, and the other had reached puberty
two years before.*

The verses of al-Hakam were:

Who shall tell Marwan about me,
and my noble uncle, yearning long there,

That I have been oppressed and my people
have become parties to the slaying of al-Walid?

Shall their Kalb (also: dog) take my blood and my substance
while I obtain neither gristle nor fat?

And Marwan is in the land of the Banu Nizar
like a lion of the thicket, a neckbreaker in his lair.

Does not the slaying of that youth of Quraysh afflict you,
and their shattering the staff [of unity] of the Muslims?

Now convey my regards to Quraysh.
and to Qays in the Jazirah, all of them:

2. The text is "Aliyah; perhaps it should be read al-'Aliyah. Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh, 1, 403
reads Dayr al-"Aliyah. The term al-"aliyah generally means the heights of an area as
distinct from the low lying areas. See Yaqut, Mu'jam, 111, 592.

3. Yusuf had been imprisoned throughout the reign of al-Walid. His death and that
of al-Walid was ordered by "Abd al-"Aziz. The two boys are elsewhere identified as
"Uthman and al-Hakam. They are also called the “two lambs” (haml). See n.1 above.

4. That is, it was legal for them to transfer their authority. A short variant of these
verses is found in FHA, 156-57.
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The deficient Qadari® has lorded it over us
and incited war among the sons of our father.

Had the riders of Sulaym taken part in the battle,
and those of Ka‘b, I would not be a prisoner.

Had the lions of the Bani Tamim taken part,
we’d not have sold the inheritance we had from our fathers.

Did you break your oath to me because of my mother?
you have sworn allegiance before to a concubine’s son.

Would that my maternal uncles were other than Kalb,
and had been born to some other people!

Yet if I and my heir-presumptive should perish,
then Marwan shall be Commander of the Faithful.

Then Abi Muhammad said, “Stretch out your hand and I'll swear
allegiance to you.” Those of the Syrian army (ahl al-sham) who
were with Marwian heard him, and the first to come forward was
Mu‘awiyah b. Yazid b. al-Husayn b. Numayr with the chief people
of Hims. They swore allegiance to Marwan, whereupon he com-
manded them to choose governors for their military districts. The
men of Damascus chose Zamil b. ‘Amr al-Jibrani; the men of Hims
chose “‘Abdallah b. Shajarah al-Kindi; the people of the Jordan chose
al-Walid b. Mu‘awiyah b. Marwan; and those of Palestine chose
Thabit b. Nu‘aym al-Judhami, whom Marwan had extricated from
Hisham's prison, and who then had betrayed him in Armenia.* Mar-
wan took sure promises and binding oaths from them when they

5. Yazid b. Walid had been a Qadari, or believer in free will. He was called “the De-
ficient,” because he reduced his soldiers’ pay. See Tabari, 1I/3, 1874.

6. As chief of the local Yamani faction, Thabit acted out of partisan motives against
Marwin whose support was mostly from the Qays. Thabit took the title al-Qahtani
to indicate descent from the alleged progenitor of the southern tribes and to thus
draw wide support. See Taban, 1I/3, 1871ff; Ibn Khayyat, I, 393; Azdi, 66; Mas'adi,
Tanbih, 314.

[1892]
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gave him the handclasp of allegiance; then he withdrew to his resi-
dence in Harran.’

Abu Ja‘far reported that when order had been restored in Syria (al-
Sham) on behalf of Marwan b. Muhammad and he had gone off to his
residence in Harran, Ibrahim b. al-Walid and Sulayman b. Hisham
asked for a guarantee of security (aman), and Marwan granted it.*
Sulayman, who was then at Tadmur (Palmyra), came to Marwan
with his brothers, the members of his family and his mawlas, the
Dhakwaniyyah,’ who were there, and they swore allegiance to Mar-
wan.

In this year, too, the people of Hims as well as some of the other
people of Syria rebelled against Marwan, and he fought with them.

Revolt of the People of Hims"

According to Ahmad—‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Ibrahim—Abua Hashim
Mukhallad b. Muhammad b. Salih: When Marwan left for his resi-
dence in Harran after settling with the Syrian army, he had not been
there more than three months before they openly opposed him and
rebelled against him. The one who incited them to that was Thabit
b. Nu‘aym, who sent them messengers and wrote them letters. In-
formation about them reached Marwan, and he marched against
them himself. The army of Hims sent word to the Kalb who were at
Tadmur, whereupon al-Asbagh b. Dhu’alah al-Kalbi set off toward
them, accompanied by three of his sons, full grown men, Hamzah,
Dhu’alah and Furafisah. Also accompanying him were Mu‘awiyah
al-Saksaki, one of the Syrian cavalry, and ‘Ismah b. al-Mugsha‘irr,
Hisham b. Masad, Tufayl b. Harithah and about a thousand horse-
men of their tribe. They entered the city of Hims on the night of the

7. Harran thus became the unofficial capital of the new Caliph. Not surprisingly
Marwin wished to avoid taking up residence among the followers of his enemies, pre-
ferring to remain instead in the area where he had long resided. For Harran see Le-
Strange, Lands, 103.

8. See Tbn Khayyat, II, 3903; Azdi, 64; FHA, 157; Ibn "Abd Rabbihi, IV, 468.

9. A Syrian regiment named after its commander Muslim b. Dhakwian. These were
apparently Sulayman’s guard. While Tabari’s terming them mawlas does not neces-
sarily mean they were non-Arabs, it suggests that some of them may not have been
Arabs. Such elite regiments supplied the backbone of Marwan’s support. See Well-
hausen, Arab Kingdom, 372, 375. For a challenging and highly speculative view of the
late Umayyad military, see P. Crone, Slaves on Horses, esp. 42-57.

1o. See Ibn Khayyat, 1, 393ff; Azdi, 66; FHA, 158ff.
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‘Id al-Fitr" in 127 {June 25, 745). Marwan was at Hamah, no more
than thirty miles'? from Hims when the news of them reached him
on the moming of the ‘Id al-Fitr, so he moved quickly. With him at
the time were Ibrahim b. al-Walid, the deposed Caliph, and Sulay-
man b. Hisham. They had sent him messages and asked him for a
guarantee of security, and (having received it} they traveled with
him as part of his army. Treating them generously, he positioned
them both near him, so they sat at his table for dinner and supper
and rode with him in his train. He reached Hims two days after the
‘Id al-Fitr, and the Kalb in the city had blocked the gates from inside.
He was prepared, as his guard (rabitah) was with him. Surrounding
the city with his horsemen, he stationed himself opposite one of the
gates and looked out over a group of defenders along the wall. His
herald then called out, “What call had you to break faith?” They an-
swered, “We still obey you; we have not broken faith with you!” He
then told them, “If what you say about yourselves is true, then open
the gate!” At this, they opened it. ‘Amr b. al-Waddah burst in
at the head of the Waddahiyyah," who numbered about three thou-
sand men, as they fought the Kalb inside the city. When Marwan'’s
cavalry became too much for them, they ran for one of the gates,
called Bab Tadmur. They went out by it, but Marwan's guard was sta-
tioned there and fought them; most of them were thus killed. Al-
Asbagh b. Dhu’ilah and al-Saksaki got away, but Dhu’alah and Fu-
rafigah, the two sons of al-Asbagh, and more than thirty of their men
were captured. They were brought to Marwan, who had them killed
on the spot. He ordered that all their slain, some five or six hundred,
be collected and crucified around the city, and he tore down about a
bowshot’s length of the city wall.

The inhabitants of the Ghutah (the oasis of Damascus), attacked
the city, besieged their governor, Zamil b. ‘Amr, and chose Yazid b.
Khalid al-Qasri to rule over them. The city and its inhabitants and
an officer, named Abu Habbar al-Qurashi, with about four hundred
men held fast with Zamil. Marwan sent Abu al-Ward b. al-Kawthar
b. Zufar b. al-Harith, whose name was Majza’ah, from Hims to aid
the defenders, as well as ‘Amr b. al-Waddah and ten thousand men.

11. ‘Id al-Fitr is the Feast of Fast-breaking at the end of Ramadin, see El s.v. ‘id.
12. One Arabic mil is 2 km.,, one third of a farsakh. See E.I2, s.v.

13. The Waddihiyyah were a military contingent similar to the Dhakwaniyyah.
See n.8 above.

[1984]
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When they came near the city they attacked the besiegers. Abu al-
Habbar and his horsemen came out from the city, and they routed
the rebels and seized their camp. Then they burned al-Mizzah, one
of the villages of the Yamanis. Yazid b. Khalid and Abu ‘llagah
sought refuge with a man of the Lakhm tribe from al-Mizzah. Their
whereabouts was reported to Zamil, who sent for them, but they
were both killed before they were brought before him. He then sent
their heads to Marwan at Hims.

Thabit b. Nu‘aym of the army of Palestine rebelled, advancing as
far as Tiberias," and besieged its people. Their governor was Walid
b. Mu‘awiyah b. Marwan, son of the brother of the Caliph ‘Abd al-
Malik b. Marwan. They fought the rebel for several days, whereupon
Marwan wrote to Aba al-Ward ordering him to go there and assist
them. Abu al-Ward set off from Damascus some days later. When
word reached the inhabitants that he was near, they came out of the
city against Thabit and his men and seized their camp. Thabit fled
to Palestine and gathered his kinsmen and military forces (jund).
Abu al-Ward now moved against him and put him to flight a second
time, and those who were with Thabit deserted him. Three of his
grown sons were captured: Nu‘aym, Bakr, and ‘Imran. Aba al-Ward
sent them to Marwan; they were brought to him at Dayr Ayyub,**
wounded, and he gave orders for their wounds to be treated.

Thabit b. Nu‘aym went into hiding, and al-Rumahis b. "‘Abd al-
‘Aziz al-Kinani was made governor of Palestine. Escaping with Tha-
bit was one of his sons, Rifa‘ah, who was the worst of them all.
(Later) he joined Mansur b. Jumhur,'* who honored him with gifts,
gave him a position and made him his lieutenant along with a
brother of his called Manzur b. Jumhar. But Rifa‘ah assaulted Man-
zur and murdered him. This came to Mansur’s ears as he was setting
out for Multan—his brother had been at Mansurah,"” so Mansur

14. Tiberias (Tabariyyah) was the headquarters of the military district of the Jordan
{al-Urdunn). See EI s.v. Tabariyya.

15. A village situated in the Hawran district near Damascus. See Yaqut, Mu'jam. II,
645.

16. Mansur b. Jumhiir was a leader of the Kalb who had helped plan the death of al-
Walid b. Yazid. He was subsequently made govemnor of Iraq and later, of Sind. See
Tabari, II, 1778, 1800, 1809, 1836; also Wellhausen, Arab Kingdom, 367, 368.

17. Yaqut, Mu'jam, IV, 629 lists a Multan which he indicates is also recorded as
Multan. It was a great city in Hind on the way to Mansurah (the capital of Sind). For
Mansurah, see LeStrange, Lands. 331.
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turned back and seized Rifa‘ah. He then built a hollow column of
burnt brick, placed Rifi‘ah inside it, fastened him to it, and bricked
him in." Marwan wrote al-Rumahis to look for Thabit and display
kindness to him. At last a man from Thabit’s tribe told where he
was, and he was taken, along with a number of others. After two
months, he was brought in. Marwan ordered that Thabit and his
sons, who were already in Marwan’s hands, be brought forward.
Then their hands and feet were cut off, and they were transported to
Damascus. Abi Hashim stated, “I saw them cut in pieces and fixed
on the gate of the city mosque.” This was done because word had
reached Marwan that people were spreading alarming rumors about
Thabit, saying that he had gone to Egypt, gained control there, and
slain Marwan’s governor.

Marwan now came from Dayr Ayyub to arrange the oath of alle-
giance to his sons ‘Ubaydallah and ‘Abdallah. He married them to
two daughters of (the Caliph) Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik, Umm Hi-
sham and °‘A’ishah. For this occasion he gathered together all the
people of his family; Muhammad, Sa‘id and Bakkar, the sons of (the
Caliph) ‘Abd al-Malik, and the children of (the Caliphs) al-Walid, Su-
layman, Yazid and Hisham, and others of the Quraysh and the chiefs
of the Arabs.

He mobilized the army of Syria, strengthened it, and placed one of
the Syrian officers over each corps. He then ordered them to join
Yazid b. “‘Umar b. Hubayrah, whom he had sent ahead before his Syr-
ian campaign with twenty thousand men of Qinnasrin and the Ja-
zirah. He had ordered Ibn Hubayrah to camp at Durayn” until he
should come, thus establishing this force as his vanguard. Marwan
left Dayr Ayyub for Damascus when all of Syria except for Tadmur
had been pacified. He ordered that Thabit b. Nu‘aym, his sons, and
the group he had mutilated be brought forward. They were put to
death and then crucified on the gates of Damascus. Abii Hashim re-
ports, “I saw them at the time they were slain and gibbeted.” He

18. This elaborate execution may be indirectly explained by a variant in Ya“qabj,
Ta'rikh, 11, 407. The victim is identified here as one Ibn "Arar, governor of Sind and a
relative. When the treacherous Ibn “Arar was apprehended, Mangar put him to death
without shedding his blood, because he was a kinsman. On the legal ramifications of
such executions see Lassner, "Abbasid Rule, 39—57, esp. 43—46. {J.L.)

19. There is no entry for this place in Yaqut's geographical dictionary. Dir and
Duran were common place names in Iraq.

[1896]
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adds, “Marwan spared one man among them, called ‘Amr b. al-
Harith al-Kalbi; it is claimed he had knowledge of the wealth which
Thabit had deposited with certain kinsmen.” Then Marwan moved
on with his men to camp at Qastal,® in the territory of Hims adja-
cent to that of Tadmur, the distance between them being three days’
march. Word reached him there that the enemy |(i.e., the Kalb) had
spoiled all the wells lying between him and Tadmur, filling them in
with stones, so he prepared waterskins, canteens, fodder, and camels
to transport the provisions for him and his men. Al-Abrash b. al-
Walid, Sulayman b. Hisham and other Umayyads interceded with
him and asked that they (the Kalb) be excused, and that they make
representations to them. He agreed to this, and al-Abrash sent them
his brother ‘Amr b. al-Walid. Al-Abrash wrote them a letter urging
caution and informing them that he feared they would be the death
of him and all their kinsmen. They drove “Amr away, however, and
did not comply. Al-Abrash now asked Marwan to let him go to them
himself, and to give him a few days. This, Marwan did. Al-Abrash
went to them, spoke to them, and put fear into them. He told them
that they were stupid and that they could not withstand Marwan
and his troops. Most of them agreed with this, while those who did
not trust him fled into the desert lands of the Kalb. These were al-
Saksaki, ‘Ismah b. al-Mugsha‘irr, Tufayl b. al-Harithah, and Mu‘a-
wiyah b. Abi Sufyan b. Yazid b. Mu‘awiyah, who was the son-in-law
of al-Abrash. Al-Abrash wrote to Marwan informing him of this, and
Marwan wrote back to him, “Tear down the walls of their city and .
come back to me with those who have given you their allegiance.”
He therefore went back to Marwan with their chief men, al-Asbagh
b. Dhu’alah and his son Hamzah, and a number of others. Marwan
then set out with them on the desert road for Suriyyah® and Dayr
al-Lathiq® until he came to Rusafah (residence of the Caliph Hi-
sham). With him were Sulayman b. Hisham, his paternal uncle Sa‘id
b. ‘Abd al-Malik and all his brothers, as well as Ibrahim the deposed
Caliph and a number of the sons of the Caliphs Walid, Sulaymain
and Yazid. They stayed there for a day; and then Marwan left for

20. A place between Hims and Damascus. See Yiqat, Mu'jam, IV, 9.

21. A place in Syna between Khunasirah and Salamiyyah. See Yiqut, Mu’jam, II,
87.
22. Vocalization conjectural. This place is not listed by Yaqit.
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Ragqah. Sulayman b. Hisham asked for permission and begged Mar-
wan to allow him to stay on for some days, so that his mawlas might
recover their strength and his beasts be rested. Sulaymin would
then follow after him. Marwian gave him permission and went on
his way, halting at a camp on the bank of the Euphrates where he
used to stay, near Wasit.® He remained there for three days and
went on to Qarqisiyyah (Circesium), where Ibn Hubayrah was wait-
ing to precede him to Iraq to fight al-Dahhak b. Qays al-Shaybani al-
Hariiri.* At this time about ten thousand men of those whom Mar-
wan had mobilized for the campaign in Iraq while he was at Dayr
Ayyub came up with their officers and stopped at Rusafah. Here
they called on Sulayman to renounce his allegiance to Marwian and
fight him.
This year al-Dahhak b. Qays al-Shaybani entered Kufah.

The Revolt of al-Dahhak the Kharijite (Muhakkim)®

Sources differ in their accounts of this affair. As for Ahmad b. Zu-
hayr—°‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Ibrahim-— Abu Hashim Mukhallad b. Mu-
hammad: The occasion for the revolt of al-Dahhik was that when
al-Walid was slain, a Haruri called Sa‘id b. Bahdal al-Shaybani re-
belled in the Jazirah at the head of two hundred men of the region.
One of them was al-Dahhik, who took advantage of al-Walid's death
and Marwan'’s preoccupation with Syria to rebel in the territory of
Kafartiitha.* At the same time Bistam al-Bayhasi, who differed
with Sa‘id in his views, set out with a like number of the Rabi‘ah,
and each of them marched against the other. When the two forces
were near each other, Sa‘id b. Bahdal sent al-Khaybari, one of his of-

23. Not to be confused with the famous city of Wisit founded by al-Haijjaj b. Yasuf.
This city was situated near Qargisiyah. See Yagut, Mu'jam, I, 882 ff.

24. Hartira’ was the district near Kifah where the Kharijites rebelled against “Ali in
Rabi’ 1, 37 [August 17-September 15, 758). It subsequently gave its name to the sect
known as the Hartriyyah. See EI* s.v. Harara'.

25. Literally one who submits only to God’s judgment; that is, the Kharijites who
opposed the arbitration at Siffin by crying out la hukm illa li-llah. For al-Dahhik’s
entry, see Ibn Khayyat, II, 395ff; Azdi, 67ff; FHA, 157; Wellhausen, Arab Kingdom,
389—92, and The Religious Political Opposition Parties, 164ff; EI* s.v. ad-Dahhak b.
Kays al-Shaybani.

26. The Kafartutha mentioned here is a large village in the Jazirah some five
farsakhs {30 km) from Dara.
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