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FORWARD

THIS ALL STARTED WITH A PHONE CALL. AND NOT UNLIKE THE
PHONE CALL FEATURED IN THE OPENING PAGES OF THIS BOOK,
IT WOULD ENTAIL A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF WORK.

eV WAS A CONCEPT CREATED BY ROGER MINCHEFF, AND LATER
PITCHED TO ME AS AN OPEN-ENDED FRANCHISE. CUTE GIRL.
OUTER SPACE. EARTH'S SOLE POLITICAL REPRESENTATIVE. IT
WAS UP TO ME TO FILL IN THE BLANKS AND DELIVER WHAT
WOULD BECOME THIS VERY BOOK. AS A RABID DISCIPLE OF
SCIENCE FICTION, COMIC BOOKS AND CUTE GIRLS, I WAS AN EASY
SELL. AND SO BEGAN THE PROCESS OF BUILDING -- WHAT WOULD
EVENTUALLY BE -- eV’S DENSELY POPULATED UNIVERSE.

UP UNTIL THEN, MY WRITING CAREER HAD BEEN LARGELY
CONFINED TO THE WEB, WHERE ZOMBIES, MUMMIES AND GIANT
PREHISTORIC CRUSTACEANS DELIVERED MY LINES WITHOUT
COMPLAINT. AT THE TIME, THE LEAP TO PRINT WAS AN
IMPOSSIBLE DREAM -- ONE OF THOSE GOALS THAT FLOATS IN
THE ETHER, JUST A LITTLE TOO IMPROBABLE TO REACH FOR.
FORTUNATELY, IT REACHED FOR ME INSTEAD.

OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS, I SET ABOUT CREATING A CAST
OF PERSONALITIES TO INHABIT THESE PAGES, REFINING THEM
LITTLE BY LITTLE, AND CARVING AWAY ANYTHING THAT DIDN'T
FEEL--IN A WORD -- AWESOME. THANKS TO A BRILLIANT EDITING
STAFF, AND THE TOP SHELF CREATURE DESIGNS OF ALFA ROBBI,
I'D SAY WE'VE PRODUCED A PRETTY INSANELY GREAT BUNCH
OF CHARACTERS. AFTER ALL, WHEN YOU’'RE WRITING, YOUR
CHARACTERS ARE YOUR CO-WORKERS. SO THEY MAY AS WELL
BE A BLAST TO HANG OUT WITH, RIGHT?

THAT SAID, IT'S BEEN A PLEASURE TO SPEND SOME TIME WITH
EVIE AND HER FRIENDS. SHE’S EVOLVED GRADUALLY ALONG
THE WAY, DEFYING HER INEXPERIENCE, MASTERING HER
FEARS AND FINALLY GAINING THE CONFIDENCE TO CONQUER A
STRANGE NEW WORLD.

I'M STILL NOT SURE WHO BENEFITED MORE FROM THE
EXPERIENCE.

JAMES FARR
TULSA, OK.
DECEMBER, 2007
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YOU 5AIP
”{ THAT THREE

TOMORROW.
I'VE KEPT YOU
UP TOO LATE
ALREADY.

You wiLL Be
IN THE MORNING
F YOU PON’T 6ET
S5O0OME SLEEP.

FOR A WHILE

NOW, RIGHT? AN >
ﬂﬁ&k\}k\wﬁ

YOW'RE HOME ¥ \



S50RRY, HON.
BEEN TRAPPED
ON THARK WITH

THE LITTLE

GEREEN MEN.

SHE NEVER
SEES YOU
ANYMORE,
RICHARD.

| SWEAR THAT
KID WOULD HAVE
ME UP ‘TIL SIX A.M., }
IF | LET HER.

(CENNY; LISTEN.

Ol KNOW | DON'T

LIKE THE LATE |, 08

HOURS ANY MORE "ot T.EXACTE
THAN Yol DO. L g il

SPEND THE
_ " NIGHT.

COULD HAVE Y
FOOLED ME.

YOUR PAUGHTER
WON'T ALWAYS BE
WAITING IN THE
NEXT ROOM.




THIS 15 THE
PEFPUTY SECRETARY
OF PEFENSE. | HOPE
YOU'RE SITTING DOWN.




FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS,
FELLOW CITIZENS. BY NOW

YDL‘ VE NO POUBT BECOME AWARE
S0 THEN THE & .
NUN TURNS TO THE 50-CALLED UNIPENTIFIEP
THE PONKEY

OBJECT HOVERING AT THIS VERY
AND SAYS— MOMENT OVER INTERNATIONAL

f Bl NaEe
% 2
g 3 |

]
¥y,
1 / i []
i ‘Wx ‘. : h
BY ALL AVALABLE
WHAT WE
EVIPENCE LAIP
BEFORE li5, IT WOULD ﬁfﬁ%ﬁgg
APPEAR THAT WE, THE L BE RV
PEOPLES OF EARTH, JHE e
HAVE BEEN PAID AN 2
IMPROMPTL VISIT
FROM BEYOND OLIR [N — WHAT WE
SOLAR SYSTEM. = CAN TELL YOU
INDEED, o~
FROM BEYOND
THE KNOWN
LIMITS OF OLR
GALAXY.

THEY MEAN
Us NO HARM.

oL







WHITE HOUSE,
WASHINGTON D.C.

OKAY. 50...
SOMEBOPY TELL
ME I’'M NOT THE
ONLY ONE WHO'5
PANICKING HERE. /:

WHAT
HAVEN'T YOU
TOLD THE
PUBsLIC?







THE OBJECT
15 A 5COUT SHIP,
PISPATCHED TO
SEEK OUT AND
PISCOVER NEW
CIVILIZATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE

EVERY TIME

A NEW SPECIES 15

PISCOVERED, THE
EMISSARIES REQUEST

2 THE SELECTION A

OF A SINGLE

DELEGATE.

THAT DELEGATE 15 PROMPTLY
RELOCATEDP TO AN, A5 OF YET,
UNCHARTED GALAXY--UNCHARTED
BY U5, ANYHOW--ANDP THEREIN
DPEPUTIZED TO CARRY OUT
ANY ANDP ALL INTERPLANETARY
PECISIONS RELATING TO
THEIR HOME PLANET.




HOW LONG
DO WE HAVE?

FIVE YEARS.
TO THE HOUR,
IN FACT.

THAT'S A
WAR WAITING
HAPPEN

THE L.N. o]
15 ALREADY HOLY
WORKING WITH TO
us 70 FORM
A DELEGATE
SELECTION
COMMITTEE.

THE RE’AL TRICK, OF Y.
COURSE, ISN'T PICKING THE G6UY. RE-ALLOCATING MOST--
IT'5 MAKING SURE HE SURVIVES  |F NOT ALL--OF OLR
THE RETURN TRIP. MILITARY BLP e

THAT SAID; WE'LL BE

GET

INTO A RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM.

OH REALLY?
AND WHO, PRAY
TELL, 15 IN CHAREE
OF THAT LITTLE
FREAKSHOW?

WHAT PID
| MI55?




RICHARD?

THANK 60D. WHAT’S
GOING ON? WHERE

NO, | KNOW
YOU'RE THE
ONLY ONE.

[T

BUT CAN'T
You JusT--

OKAY. NO,
NO. | UNDER-
STAND. BUT..

YOU'RE IN
CHARGE OF WHAT?

WHAT DO YOU MEAN,
“FIVE YEARS"?

WE LOVE
yYou, T00.






