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This book is dedicated to our friend Diane. Some folks knew her as Dr. Diane Harris Cline, some
 folks knew her as “Lady Cline”—but we all knew her kind laugh, the joy she took in her work,
 and her passion for stories like these. Among many other things, she was a mother, a wife, a
 professor, a Fulbright scholar, and a guiding light for all things Greeking Out. Diane currently
 resides in Elysium, where she spends her days snacking on ambrosia and lovingly watching the
 folly of foolish mortals like us. —K.C. & J.H.
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elcome to another episode … er, wait … book! … featuring another
 action-packed collection of Greek myths remixed just for you. This
 time around, we’re Greeking even harder and bringing you 20 more
 amazing tales of incredible Olympians and heroes. You’ll meet a wise centaur,
 a musical satyr, giants with one eye, and one giant with a hundred eyes! You’ll
 also discover how Poseidon invented the horse, how Hephaestus trapped
 Hera in a very shiny chair (yes, a chair), and why Athens is named after Athena.

Both the gods and their heroes can sometimes seem (and can sometimes
 literally be) larger than life. There’s Zeus, who battled giant monsters with
 snakes for limbs; Dionysus, the god of parties, who could easily turn himself
 into a big cat; Atlas, a superstrong Titan who held up the entire world;
 Odysseus the Trojan War hero, world traveler, and resident flower-hater;
 and Jason, epic Golden Fleece quester.




If there’s anything we can learn from Greek mythology, though, it’s this:
 No matter who the story is about, these epic immortals and heroes some-
times behave in a remarkably human way. And not always in a good human
 way, either! Sure, these are stories of greatness and adventure, but they also
 feature tons of mistakes, poor choices, and inappropriate behavior.
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Take Odysseus: He was one of the most
 famous heroes in all of mythology. He was even called “the cleverest
 of all the Greeks”! Yet you will see him make some pretty bad decisions
 sometimes. (Note to self: Do not make a cyclops angry. And if you do, don’t
 brag about it!) The satyr Pan was loved by mortals and gods, but the way he
 treats the nymph Syrinx is straight up unacceptable. You’ll notice how Hera
 and Zeus, queen and king of the gods, go behind each other’s backs and
 hatch plots and plans that oftentimes flop spectacularly.

But, in a way, that’s the whole point. The Greeks didn’t believe that their
 gods were perfect or even good—they’re each flawed in their own way. The
 myths of the ancient Greeks give us humans the opportunity to learn from
 the missteps of greats like Hephaestus and Odysseus. It’s like that old saying,
 “You learn more from your mistakes than you do from your successes.”

(Except not reading the next story. That would be a mistake, amirite?)

So get ready to Greek out again! There’s adventure and betrayal, giants
 and heroes, weird riddles and a missing sandal, very heavy rocks and a
 misguided stew recipe, harpy farts, and, of course, cows. Always cows.
 Some things never change.




Meet the Oracle of Wi-Fi




Greetings, reader. I, the Oracle of Wi-Fi, have returned to be your handy guide to the complex
 world of Greek mythology and culture. I have quite a few fun facts, tidbits, and maybe some Oracle-y
 predictions about basically every story you’ll read. I hope you find my takeaways to be rather
 eye-opening. After all, I do know everything.
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This tale features a lost sandal, a really cool
 boat, a wildly talented group of Greek
 heroes, and weird agricultural requests.




ason may have been born a prince, but things started out rough
 for the royal. Jason’s father, King Aeson, had a very jealous little
 brother named Pelias. Before Jason was even born, his future
 uncle Pelias decided to steal the throne. Pelias was a little worried about
 how this would all play out when his future nephew was born, so he
 sought advice from the Oracle of Delphi.

The Oracle told Pelias that he would be the king of Iolcus, but he
 should “beware of the young man with one sandal.” The Oracle said
 that this mysterious one-shoed man would someday take Pelias’s throne.

Meanwhile, Jason’s mother was so worried about what Pelias would do
 to her unborn son (the rightful ruler of Iolcus) that she gave birth in secret.
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She then sent little Jason to live with the centaur Chiron, who raised and
 trained him to become a great hero. (If this was a movie, we would put a
 montage right here.)

In time, Jason grew into the smart, handsome, and strapping young
 royal he was destined to be. He decided to return to his homeland and
 reclaim his throne. Jason said goodbye to his Greek Hero 101 teacher
 and traveled all the way across Greece. At some point he lost a sandal,
 but eventually, Jason made it to Iolcus to challenge his uncle.

“Hey, I’m your long-lost nephew,“ Jason said when he came face to face
 with Pelias. “I think you’re sitting in my seat. And by the way, do you have,
 like, a sock or something?”

Pelias remembered the Oracle’s warning about a one-shoed man, so he came
 up with a cunning plan: Pelias told Jason that he’d give up the throne if Jason
 could bring him the Golden Fleece, the golden wool of an enchanted winged
 ram. The fleece was hanging in a faraway land called Colchis, at the edge of
 the known world. The king of Colchis, King Aeëtes, kept the fleece draped
 over the branch of a giant tree, guarded by a huge dragon that never slept.




JASON HAD A PRETTY
 STELLAR LINEUP IN HIS
 CREW, SOME OF WHOM
 YOU MIGHT RECOGNIZE
 FROM OTHER GREEK
 MYTHOLOGICAL ADVEN-
TURES. FAMOUS ARGONAUT
 ALUMNI INCLUDE
 ASCLEPIUS, ATALANTA,
 ORPHEUS, PELEUS,
 THESEUS, AND, OF
 COURSE, THE FAMOUS
 HERACLES.




Pelias figured that the quest was so dangerous that his nephew would
 either give up or die trying. He was so confident that Jason wouldn’t succeed
 that he even hired Argus, a talented ship builder, to make Jason a ship.

But Jason believed in himself. And so he decided to embark
 upon one of the greatest adventures of all time. Because
 he was a pretty smart guy, Jason began his quest by
 praying to the goddess Athena. She heard his pleas and
 inspired Argus to go all out and design one of the biggest
 and coolest ships to ever exist. Argus created a nautical
 masterpiece: a magical ship with places for 50 rowers.
 Jason called it the Argo, after its builder.

Ship? Check. Then Jason put the call out for a crew.
 And what a crew it was! The children of gods and kings
 came from all over Greece to join Jason—even the
 mighty Heracles signed on. The crew included 50 of
 Greece’s finest adventurers.
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The journey of Jason and his
 Argonauts is legendary. You
 could fill a book with their
 adventures, but for now let’s just
 say their quest was not an easy one.
 It seemed like Jason was never going
 to find the fleece, but eventually, he
 got a lucky break when they wound up
 in the country of Thrace.

Thrace was ruled by a king named
 Phineus, who was so good at telling fortunes
 that the gods had punished him for it. First, they
 blinded him. Then, they sent harpies to torment him. A
 harpy was a half-woman, half-bird creature that loved to make
 people suffer. Every evening at dinner, Phineus would find a great feast
 laid out for him, but as soon as he sat down to eat, the harpies would steal the
 food from him! Then, these feathery fiends would leave behind such a stench
 that whatever food was left was ruined. So poor Phineus was hungry all the
 time but could never eat. Also, he had to breathe through his mouth a lot.




Jason offered to take care of the harpies if Phineus would agree to help
 him get to Colchis.

“I’d pretty much do anything to never have to smell harpy farts again.
 If you can get rid of them, I’ll help you in any way I can,” the king promised.

So Jason decided to set a trap for the harpies at the next dinner party.
 As soon as Phineus sat down to eat, the food snatchers appeared. But this
 time, two of Jason’s strongest warriors jumped out and attacked. The
 harpies were so surprised and scared that they flew away
 and never returned.

Phineus was so happy that he immediately held
 a great feast to honor his guests. While munching
 on the first bites of normal-smelling food he’d had
 in a while, Phineus told Jason everything he knew
 about how to make it safely to the island of Colchis.




On average,
 people pass gas
 up to 20 times
 a day.
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Finally, Jason was pretty sure he was at the end of his quest. Okay, there
 was that whole dragon thing, but after everything he’d been through already,
 he was confident he could handle it. They had some rough sailing and narrow
 escapes, but eventually, the crew of the Argo reached the island of Colchis.

Its king, Aeëtes, had a beautiful daughter named Medea, who seemed
 to hit it off with Jason. (And she knew a little magic, which was pretty cool.)
 But it became clear that King Aeëtes had no intention of giving up the
 precious Golden Fleece. He knew that Jason and the Argonauts were skilled
 warriors, so he didn’t try to attack them. Instead, he made a deal.

King Aeëtes said that he would give up the Golden Fleece if Jason could
 plow a field with two magical wild bulls. Now at this point, Jason was getting
 fed up with all these heroic side quests. But he had no choice.

This wasn’t your average agricultural task, however. Turns out these bulls
 breathed fire. And instead of planting regular seeds while he plowed the
 field, Jason was supposed to plant dragon teeth—plucked from the very
 dragon guarding the fleece. Jason had no clue where to begin. It wasn’t like
 he had been trained in the art of dragon farming. But thankfully, Medea had
 an idea, which she promised to share with Jason as long as he promised to
 take her back with him to Greece. Jason looked over at the fire-breathing
 bulls one more time and quickly agreed.




MEDEA WAS THE GRAND-
DAUGHTER OF HELIOS, THE
 SUN GOD, AND A FAMOUS
 SORCERESS IN HER OWN
 RIGHT.




Medea gave Jason some ointment and a bag of rocks. Not very flashy.
 But the ointment, she explained, would protect Jason from fire. So he
 rubbed it all over himself. Now since the fire-breathing bovines couldn’t
 burn him, Jason was able to corral the bulls and plow the field unscathed.

But he couldn’t declare victory just yet. Jason was dropping dragon
 teeth into the soil, not seeds. Instead of growing tomatoes or rutabagas,
 dragon teeth grow human soldiers, and apparently they grow
 really fast. Suddenly, the field was full of armed men who had
 sprung out of the ground ready to attack.

Following Medea’s advice, Jason started to throw
 rocks in the middle of the crowd of soldiers. The rocks
 didn’t hurt them, but made them turn on each other.
 Each soldier thought the next guy over had struck him!
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So instead of attacking Jason as King Aeëtes had hoped, the soldiers
 attacked each other. Soon, all the freshly grown soldiers were back in the dirt.

It seemed Jason had passed King Aeëtes’ test, but the hero and his
 crew of Argonauts still had to face the dragon guarding the oak tree where
 the Golden Fleece was kept. Jason sighed.
 The number of dangerous creatures on this
 expedition was starting to get out of hand.




Once again, it was Medea to the rescue.
 She brewed a potion to put the dragon to
 sleep. Jason hid the mixture in a bowl of
 water by the oak tree (even dragons get
 thirsty sometimes). The beast slurped
 it right up. In just a few seconds, the
 dragon was peacefully snoring away.

Jason and Medea snatched the
 fleece and rushed back to the Argo for
 the long journey back to Iolcus. Jason’s
 story was far from over, but hey, at least
 he managed to find that fleece!




This myth reminds us that in order to be a
 great hero, you have to surround yourself
 with a great team. Jason needed a lot of
 help to succeed on his quest to get the
 Golden Fleece. He never could have done it
 without people like Argus, Heracles, Orpheus,




and Atalanta. And he certainly couldn’t have
 gotten the Golden Fleece without the help
 of the sorceress Medea. Jason reminds us
 that great leaders know how to
 inspire great people to help
 them out.




IT’S IMPORTANT TO SURROUND YOURSELF WITH
 GREAT PEOPLE, BUT IT’S ALSO GOOD TO SURROUND
 YOURSELF WITH GREAT TECHNOLOGY. JASON REALLY
 COULD’VE USED A GPS.
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This tale features powerful gods, clever
 rejection strategies, grand romantic gestures, and
 a bunch of really cool animals.




he horse: It’s a beautiful animal, isn’t it? Strong, majestic, regal—
 a real showstopper. It was also created by Poseidon, one of
 Olympus’s most powerful gods. But if you’re thinking Poseidon
 created the horse just to have something to ride around on, you would
 be wrong. He did it to impress his crush.

Like his brother Zeus, Poseidon enjoyed romantic dalliances. The sea
 god was known for having relationships with gods and mortals alike. And
 there was plenty to like about the ruler of the waves. But there was one
 goddess who rejected all of Poseidon’s advances: Demeter.

Demeter was the goddess of agriculture, grain, and the harvest. She
 was known for being incredibly smart, beautiful, and tenderhearted. She
 was a catch for sure, so it made total sense that Poseidon was interested
 in her. Unfortunately for him, Demeter didn’t return the sentiment.
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POSEIDON WAS KING OF
 THE SEA AND CARRIED
 A POWERFUL THREE-
PRONGED SPEAR CALLED A
 TRIDENT THAT COULD
 DESTROY ANY OBJECT.
 HIS TRIDENT WAS SAID
 TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
 EARTHQUAKES, FLOODS,
 AND TSUNAMIS. POSEIDON
 USED IT TO STRIKE THE
 GROUND, CAUSING THE
 EARTH TO SHATTER.
 NOTE TO SELF: DO NOT
 UPSET POSEIDON.




She found Poseidon to be rather arrogant and conceited.
 She was willing to be his friend, but she wasn’t ready to
 cross the line into romance.

Even though Demeter made her feelings perfectly
 clear, Poseidon wasn’t ready to move on. He tried
 everything he could think of: gifts, compliments, more
 gifts—but nothing seemed to make a difference to
 Demeter.

The goddess tried to let him down easy. “I’m sorry,
 Poseidon, but I’m just not interested in you like that.”

But Poseidon wouldn’t have it. He was committed
 to winning Demeter’s heart. “Please, Demeter, give
 me a chance! I swear we can be happy together. You
 can even be queen of the sea!”

This went on for so long that Demeter decided
 she had to try something different. “Okay, here’s the
 deal,” she told him one afternoon. “Make the world’s




most beautiful animal for me, and I’ll think about going out on a date with you.”

A huge grin appeared on Poseidon’s face. “Challenge accepted. I’m
 going to create the most beautiful animal this world has ever seen!”

Even though he sounded arrogant, Poseidon was pretty certain he had
 Demeter’s challenge in the bag. This wasn’t his first rodeo. He had made
 animals before, even coming up with the dolphin for a former girlfriend.

“Ugh, I can’t believe I wasted the dolphin on that other girl,” the sea
 god said to himself. “That’s going to be hard to top.”

But Demeter had been smart with her request. What Poseidon didn’t
 realize is that beauty is subjective. One person can find something to be
 incredibly beautiful while another person finds it kind of gross. Demeter
 was fairly certain that she wouldn’t be too excited about anything Poseidon
 made. After all, beauty is in the eye of the beholder. And this beholder
 wasn’t interested.

Poseidon got to work immediately. He started experimenting right away,
 and he came up with some pretty cool creations.
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