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Hip-Hop lingo

Cocaine is an illegal drug that makes a person’s senses feel numb.

Someone who is addicted to something cannot stop using or doing that thing, even though he may want to.

A mentor is a person who teaches someone else life lessons.

To freestyle means to make up raps off the top of your head as you perform them.

A manager is someone who helps and guides a musician.

Scholarships are money given to pay for a student’s education.

Artists are people who create something. Some artists use their voices to make music.






Chapter 1



Shawn from Marcy

On September 14, 2010, Jay-Z stood in front of a sold-out Yankee Stadium. The crowd bounced up and down to the beat, colored lights flashing on their faces. Jay was playing all his biggest hits. He’d been making music for more than fifteen years. And he had plenty of hits to play.

Jay had become one of the biggest names in rap. He’d come up from the bottom. Now he was rapping to packed crowds at Yankee Stadium.

Jay had been called some pretty big names. He’d been called the greatest rapper alive. He’d been called the King of New York. He’d even been called the greatest rapper of all time. Now, standing on stage at Yankee Stadium, he was sure it was all true.

Early Days in Marcy

Jay-Z’s real name is Shawn Carter. Shawn was born on December 4, 1970. He was born in Brooklyn, New York.

Shawn was the youngest of four children. His family lived in the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood in Brooklyn. They lived in the Marcy Houses. Marcy was a public housing project in Brooklyn.

When Shawn was eleven, his father left the family. Shawn’s mother, Gloria, had to work hard to make money for the family. She worked as a clerk at an investment company.

Shawn was very hurt when his father left.
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