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    How to Use this Top 10 Guide

  
   
   This DK Top 10 guide is one of a new generation of
    illustrated travel-guide eBooks that guarantees you make the most of your visit – before,
	 during and after your stay. Use this eBook both to plan your trip and explore your
	  destination when visiting. So, before you depart, browse the city’s highlights, check out 
	  the themed sightseeing lists or simply tap through the guide and be inspired. 

   

   
   The best way to explore this guide is to begin at the main table of contents. 
   The first section of the eBook shows you, quite simply, the best sights in the 


 destination.
    This is followed by: Top 10 of Everything – themed Top 10 lists that 
	allow you to make the most of your time away; Around the Destination –  must-see sights, area by area; Streetsmart – essential practical information; 
   and the General Index (a great alternative to Search when you need to quickly look up a keyword or specific sight).
   

   

   
  Shorter contents lists appear at the start of every section in the guide, 
  and are designed to make chapter navigation quick and easy. You can jump back to these by 
  clicking on the chapter-heading links that sit with an arrow icon at the top of every article.
   

   

   
 There are dozens of useful, easy-to-use maps at the back of this eBook.
  Select the "View map" links thoughout the guide to see larger-scale versions fill your screen.  
   

   

    
 As you use this guide, create a personalized itinerary by bookmarking the sights, venues and activities that are of most interest, giving you the quickest possible access to everything you’ll need for your time away.  
  

  

  

  

   
   Price guide

  All price ranges quoted for hotels in this guide are based on a standard, double room per night (with breakfast if included), taxes and extra charges. Similarly, all price ranges quoted for restaurants are based on a three course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges. 
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Mexico City's Top 10
1. Museo Nacional de Antropología >
Aztec or Mexica Hall >
2. Catedral Metropolitana >
3. Palacio Nacional >
4. Templo Mayor >
5. Palacio de Bellas Artes >
6. Bosque de Chapultepec >
Castillo de Chapultepec >
7. Museo Nacional de Arte >
8. Xochimilco Floating Gardens >
9. Villa de Guadalupe >
10. Teotihuacán >
Quetzalpapalotl Palace Complex >

< Mexico City's Top 10
[image: Top 10]Mexico City’s Highlights

Pulsating with life and culture, blessed with perpetually spring-like weather, and with a fascinating blend of history and modernity, Mexico City is endlessly surprising. With excellent museums, ornate churches, colonial palaces, and urban parks, the city attracts a large number of visitors.






View map


View map


< Mexico City's Top 10
[image: Top 10]Museo Nacional de Antropología

One of the most important of its kind in the world, this anthropological museum presents an outstanding collection of Mexican pre-Hispanic art in a stunning modern building. A dramatic central courtyard, highlighted by a spectacular fountain, is surrounded by a series of halls, each showcasing an ancient Mexican culture and society.



Top 10 Features



View layout
[image: 1]Pre-classic Central Mexico Hall
The hall features artifacts that highlight the achievements in pottery and stone sculpture during the years 2300 BC to AD 100. The Acrobat from Tlatilco, a fine vase, is displayed here.


[image: 2]Teotihuacán Hall
[image: TopTen]
The finely crafted artistic, religious, and architectural objects displayed in the hall reflect the skills of the craftsmen, artisans, and builders of this first great Mexican city. The craftsmen depicted deities in stone carvings, finely painted murals, and on intricately decorated vessels. The huge monolith of the goddess Chalchiuhtlicue is one of the highlights of the hall.


[image: 3]Toltec Hall
This hall displays art objects from the great Toltec city-states that developed from 850–1250. The sculpture of a bearded warrior emerging from the mouth of a coyote can be seen here.


[image: 4]Aztec or Mexica Hall
[image: TopTen]
The museum’s largest hall is filled with impressive monoliths and finely crafted objects representative of the immense diversity of Aztec culture. The centerpiece is the intricately carved Sun Stone, a circular disk representing the Mexica cosmos.


[image: 5]Oaxaca Hall
This hall show­cases artifacts from the two cultures that flourished in Oaxaca – Zapotec and Mixtec. There is a reconstruction of the Zapotec Tomb of Monte Albán and many elegant clay vessels with various figures on them. The Mixtec collection features silver and gold pieces, and carved jade and obsidian.


[image: 6]Gulf Coast Hall
The Olmecs are known for the colossal stone head sculptures of their leaders, two of which are in this hall. Also displayed are stone masks and sculptures.


[image: 7]Maya Hall
Exquisite examples of highly decorated temple architecture and fine artistic creations of Mayan civilization fill the hall. There are also many stucco figures that illustrate the Mayan ideal of human beauty.


[image: 8]Western Cultures Hall
This hall displays artifacts from western Mexico, including pottery figurines and vessels of unusual com­plexity and fine design. The hunchbacked figure of a god on a serpent is notable.


[image: 9]Northern Cultures Hall
The hall features artifacts from northern Mexico. Pottery, masks, and weapons form the largest portion of the collection. The highlight is the finely formed decorated pottery from Paquimé featuring red or black designs on cream-colored vessels.


[image: 10]Ethnography Halls
The second floor of the museum is filled with brilliantly colored textiles, costumes, and art of the indigenous people from all regions of Mexico. Cultures are organized by state and in relation to the anthropology halls downstairs.




Tip: Arrive early in the morning to avoid the worst of the daily crowds. If you have limited time, visit the Mexica Hall first to see the fabulous Aztec collection.



Tip: The café downstairs is excellent, offering a full lunch buffet as well as sandwiches, salads, and full meals.



Museum Guide
The entrance hall contains the gift shop, restrooms, temporary exhibit rooms, and ticket area. It opens into a huge courtyard whose roof is supported by a modern carved pillar and water fountain. The courtyard has doors that open into the museum halls. Each of the halls displays archeological objects from a different region or culture in Mexico and each has a door that leads into an exterior garden area where reconstructions and artifacts are on show. The entire upper floor showcases the ethnology collection.




Visitor Information
	Avenida Paseo de la Reforma, and Calzada Gandhi, in Colonia Chapultepec
	5553 6381
	Metro 7 Auditorio and Metro 1 Chapultepec, Turibus Centro stop #17
	9am–7pm Tue–Sun
	51 pesos. Children, students, teachers, seniors over 60 free with appropriate ID. Free Sun for Mexican citizens and residents
	Audioguides available
	www.mna.inah.gob.mx
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[image: 1]Sun Stone
[image: TopTen]Sun Stone


This magnificent monolith depicts the first four Aztec worlds, thought to represent locations where the Aztecs lived before relocating to Tenochtitlán in 1323. The central figure is either the sun god or the earth god, with a sacrificial knife for a tongue, and claws holding human hearts. The four squares surrounding the center depict the four previous worlds, represented by a jaguar, wind, fiery rain, and water. The next circle of twenty squares represents the Aztec month made up of 20 days. Other symbols depict the 18 months of a year and five sacrifice days, representing the 365 days of the Aztec year.


[image: 2]Coatlicue
Several monumental sculptures of Coatlicue, the mother goddess, who gave birth to the sun, moon, and stars survive. One sculpture reveals her deadly side, with a head like a snake, a necklace of human hands and hearts, and a skirt of serpents.


[image: 3]Tenochtitlán and Tlatelolco
[image: TopTen]Model of Tenochtitlán’s Sacred Center


A beautiful painting by Luis Covarrubias (1919–87) presents an idealized view of the shimmering lake-cities of Tenochtitlán and Tlatelolco before the conquest, based on written descriptions by Cortés and other Spaniards. Although Templo Mayor is shown larger than it was, the painting offers a stunning glimpse of the lost cities.


[image: 4]Obsidian Monkey Vessel
One of the museum’s most valuable and most viewed objects, this charming vessel in the form of a monkey holding its tail in both hands is carved from a single piece of highly polished obsidian. The monkey, in Aztec mythology, is associated with the god of wind and black rain clouds.


[image: 5]Headdress of Quetzal Feathers
The headdress on display is a replica of the original which Moctezuma II presented to Cortés. A complete arc of elegant turquoise quetzal feathers are mounted on an exquisite headband decorated with red beads, turquoise, and gold.


[image: 6]Coyolxauhqui
The huge stone head of Coyolxauhqui, goddess of the moon, depicts her warrior goddess persona. Her cheeks are decorated with rattlesnakes. According to Aztec myth, she was beheaded by her brother, Huitzilopochtli – the sun god – for impeding his birth.


[image: 7]Cuauhxicalli of Moctezuma I
Moctezuma I, the fifth Aztec emperor, consolidated the empire. His military victories are displayed on this enormous, intricately carved wheel-shaped stone. Eleven historical conquest scenes are depicted, showing battles that occurred in different parts of Mexico.


[image: 8]Xochipilli
The god of music, song, flowers, and love, Xochipilli sits on his throne decorated with butterflies and flowers, the symbols of his realm.


[image: 9]Ocelotl-Cuauhxicalli
A cuauhxicalli is a type of altar stone and is used to conduct sacrifices to the gods. The eagle and jaguar are common animal motifs used. Ocelotl is the Aztec name for a jaguar.


[image: 10]Chapulín
This unusual, large, red-colored stone grasshopper, or chapulín, was found on Cerro del Chapulín, Grasshopper Hill, which is the hill in Bosque de Chapultepec that the Castillo stands on today. This place was sacred to the Aztecs and they built a temple here.





Mythology
[image: TopTen]Coatlicue, the mother goddess


The Aztecs believed that the world was created by the gods, and that their world was in the fifth and final iteration – the Sun Stone, the monolithic centerpiece of the Aztec Hall, is believed to depict the first four worlds. The heavens were comprised of vertical levels, with the supreme creators, the gods, reigning in the top level. Among the gods, one of the most important was Coatilcue, an Earth goddess who gave birth to the sun, moon, and stars. Another creation myth describes the formation of the world by rival twins, Quetzalcoatl and Tezcatlipoca, representing good and evil. Aztec mythology held that the Universe is comprised of four parts, corresponding to the four cardinal directions with the convergence ruled from the center by Xiuhtecutli, god of fire and lord of turquoise. The reason that there are often multiple myths explaining single aspects of belief is that the Aztecs borrowed heavily from the Toltec, Teotihuacán, and other cultures. It is estimated that the Aztecs had a pantheon of over 1,500 deities when the Spanish, under the leadership of Cortés, arrived in 1519.
Top 10 Aztec Deities
[image: 1]	Huitzilopochtli, supreme god of sun and war


[image: 2]	Coyolxauhqui, goddess of the moon


[image: 3]	Quetzalcoatl, god of wind and fertility


[image: 4]	Tezcatlipoca, god of night, discord, and sorcerers


[image: 5]	Xochipilli, god of love, beauty, dance, and flowers


[image: 6]	Mixcoatl, god of hunting and the Milky Way


[image: 7]	Ometeotl, lord of duality


[image: 8]	Xiuhtecutli, god of fire and lord of turquoise


[image: 9]	Tlaloc, god of rain and fertility


[image: 10]	Coatlicue, goddess who birthed the sun god Huitzilopochtli, the moon, and stars
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With its richly ornate Spanish Baroque façade, Neo-Classical dome, and twin bell towers rising 220 ft (67 m), the cathedral is a majestic blend of architectural styles. Begun in 1525 it was designed and built in stages by many architects, artists, and sculptors. The cathedral was consecrated in 1667 and completed in 1813.



Top 10 Features



View layout
[image: 1]Pendulum
[image: TopTen]
For years the cathedral had been sinking into the soft soil of what was once a lake. Extensive underground engineering efforts have largely stabilized the building. The pendulum suspended from the ceiling tracks the tilt, marking a record on the floor.


[image: 2]Capilla de San José
This side chapel along the west wall of the cathedral can be easily recognized by the colorful ribbons placed in front of the statue of Saint Ramon. The devout believe that a woman can leave a ribbon inscribed with a personal message and a lock to put a stop to gossip doing the rounds in the village.


[image: 3]Pipe Organs and Choir Loft
Two magnificent pipe organs flank a huge two-level choir loft which has intricately worked stalls. Carved figures of bishops and saints decorate the upper level; ivory figures adorn the center.


[image: 4]Capilla de San Felipe de Jesús
[image: TopTen]
Dedicated in 1636, this chapel honors San Felipe de Jesús, the first Mexican Saint. The 17th-century paintings illustrate scenes from his life. The urn on the right side of the chapel contains the remains of Don Agustin de Iturbe, the first Mexican ruler following independence from Spain.


[image: 5]Altar del Perdón
This splendid gold altar, created by Jerónimo de Balbás, stands behind the Doors of Forgiveness, the central entrance to the cathedral from the Zócalo. The doors are open only on special occasions.


[image: 6]Altar de los Reyes
This Baroque master­piece by sculptor Jerónimo de Balbás is dedicated to canonized Kings and Queens. The altar has the paint­ings Adoration of the Kings and Assumption of the Virgin both by Juan Rodríguez Juárez.


[image: 7]Pinnacle
Sculptures of the three virtues, Faith, Hope, and Charity, adorn the pinnacle of the clock tower designed by Spanish architect Manuel Tolsá and completed in 1813. Tolsá was the cathedral’s final architect, and was responsible for adding many of the details that harmonized and unified the completed design.


[image: 8]Metropolitana Sacrarium
The sculpted façade of this parish church, which is attached to the cathedral, is considered to be the foremost example of the Churrigueresque style in Mexico. Built by Spaniard Lorenzo Rodríquez from 1740–68, the interior is in the Moorish style.


[image: 9]Miguel Cabrera Masterpieces
Four spectacular masterpieces by Oaxaca painter Miguel Cabrera hang in the vestibules above the cathedral’s side doors.


[image: 10]Capilla de Nuestra Señora de los Dolores
The oldest chapel in the cathedral, it was completed around 1600. The image of Nuestra Señora de los Dolores in the center of the main altar is by Clemente Terrazas.




Tip: The Altar of Forgiveness and several side chapels are always accessible, but the rest of the cathedral is restricted during mass.



Tip: The exterior of the cathedral is most beautiful in the early evening when the lights are on and it glows against the twilight sky.



Tip: Look through the glass panels under your feet in the courtyard to see the original courtyard and steps.



Tip: The rooftop restaurant of the Majestic Hotel offers views of the Catedral Metropolitana from across the Zócalo.



Cathedral Guide
Enter from the courtyard on the north side of the Zócalo. In the front center, is the Altar del Perdón. Behind this altar are the choir loft and two pipe organs. Next is the main altar with the Altar de los Reyes at the rear of the cathedral. There are seven chapels along the left and right side of the cathedral and at its center, between the choir loft and the main altar, hangs the pendulum that measures the tilt of the building.




Visitor Information
	Zócalo
	Metro Zócalo
	8am–8pm daily
	Free
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This enormous palace dominates the entire east side of the Zócalo. Aztec Emperor Moctezuma II’s castle stood here before Cortés destroyed it and constructed his own. The building has been expanded several times, and today it is used by the Mexican Government. The impressive edifice is made of granite and tezontle, a red stone.



Top 10 Features



View layout
[image: 1]Façade
[image: TopTen]
Three doors provide access to the impressive interior of this executive palace. The door on the right is for diplomatic access only and is also the door used by the President of Mexico. The door to the left was formerly used by the Finance Department and was dreaded by all who had to enter to settle their taxes. The central door is the main entrance and leads into a grand central courtyard.


[image: 2]Epic of the Mexican People
Diego Rivera painted his exquisitely colorful and detailed masterpiece on the walls of the central staircase from 1925–35. It provides an incredibly rich and vibrant visual history of the Mexican people from pre-Hispanic times through the Mexican Revolution. Full of life and whimsy, the mural captures the very essence of the nation.


[image: 3]Historical Murals by Diego Rivera
The second floor hallway has nine murals by Rivera painted from 1941–52. Eight portray idealized views of village life before Cortés came. The ninth shows a village after Cortés’ arrival.


[image: 4]Independence Bell
Padre Miguel Hidalgo rang this bell in 1810, when he called for Mexican Independence. The bell was moved here in 1896 by Porfirio Díaz.


[image: 5]Benito Juárez Museo
[image: TopTen]
The President’s office, bedroom, dining room, parlor, and other interesting memorabilia from his time in office are featured in this museum.


[image: 6]Garden Patio
A delightful botanical garden lies secluded in the inner courtyard at the back of the palace just beyond the entrance to the Benito Juárez Museo. It is quiet, peaceful, and sheltered from traffic noise. Walk the geometrically placed, paved garden paths or sit on a shady bench and enjoy one of the city’s prettiest gardens.


[image: 7]Pegasus Fountain
The beautiful main courtyard inside the palace features a lovely fountain with a statue of Pegasus, the Greek winged horse. Government functions are held here.


[image: 8]Staircase of the Empress
This simple but elegant staircase with its ornate brass railings has only two flights of stairs and no visible support.


[image: 9]Presidential Balcony
On Mexican Independence Day, September 15th, the president of Mexico stands on this balcony just above the central door of the palace and repeats Padre Miguel Hidalgo’s famous call for Independence (For further details see Mexican Independence). Thousands of spectators gather on the Zócalo to witness the event.


[image: 10]Flag Ceremony
With impressive pomp and ceremony a large Mexican honor guard marches out of the Palacio Nacional each morning and crosses the street to the Zócalo where they raise an enormous Mexican flag. All the hustle and bustle in the plaza halts as the flag is raised in a formal drill. The ceremony is repeated every evening when the huge flag is lowered.




Tip: Have your photo ID available when you enter the door; the guards are efficient and may look in large bags.



Tip: The rooftop restaurant of the Hotel Majestic offers excellent views of the Zócalo and is the perfect place to eat breakfast and watch the flag hoisting ceremony.



Site Guide
Enter through the central door and turn left. The staircase with the Diego Rivera murals is on your left. Walk up the stairs, the murals are on the walls above the landing. Continue up the stairs to the second floor and turn left to see the historical murals. Return to the first floor and turn left to visit the Staircase of the Empress, the Benito Juárez Museo, and the Garden Patio. Walk through the garden and re-enter the palace. Cross the main courtyard and come back out through the front door.




Visitor Information
	Zócalo
	3688 1261
	Metro Zócalo
	8am–6pm daily
	Free
	Photo ID required for admittance
	Guided tours
	www.palacionacionalmexico.com
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In Aztec times the Templo Mayor stood in a sacred walled compound in the center of Tenochtitlán (present day Mexico City) before Cortés destroyed it. In 1978 a massive round carved stone was uncovered accidentally near Zócalo that led to a major archeological project, uncovering the ruins of the magnificent double pyramid complex.



Top 10 Features



View layout
[image: 1]Museo del Templo Mayor
This museum designed by Mexican architect Pedro Ramírez Vázquez displays many of the artifacts discovered during the excavation of the temple ruins, including the original monolith of Coyolxauhqui.


[image: 2]Lacustrine Fountain
[image: TopTen]
An excellent fountain-cum-map is located in the plaza. The base of the fountain forms a bas-relief map of ancient Tenochtitlán surrounded by the lake, canals, irrigation ditches, and small islands. This provides a contextual overview of the city that surrounded Templo Mayor before the Spanish conquest.


[image: 3]Monolith of Coyolxauhqui
This magnificent circular carved stone depicts the dismembered Coyolxauhqui, goddess of the moon.


[image: 4]Wall of Skulls
[image: TopTen]
During the Aztec times skulls of sacrificed prisoners were mounted on wooden stakes forming a wall of skulls, or a Tzompantli. The Wall of Skulls found in the museum is a replica of the original. In the ruins, there is also a wall of stucco-covered human skulls that forms a side wall of the Tzompantli Altar.


[image: 5]Chacmool Carving
This polychrome sculpted figure in a reclining pose cradles a bowl on its belly which was used to hold peaceful offerings to Tláloc.


[image: 6]Eagle Knights
Two of these remarkable life-size clay sculptures, each comprising five interlocking parts, were discovered in the House of the Eagles near the temple. One of them is on display in the museum. The Eagle Knights were elite Aztec warriors who dressed as birds of prey.


[image: 7]Templo Mayor Construction Stages
The Templo Mayor was enlarged seven times as the stature and prosperity of the Aztecs increased. These enlargements, referred to as construction stages, can be seen on a walk through the ruins.


[image: 8]Temple of Tláloc
The Aztecs made peaceful offerings to the Chacmool sculpture in the Temple of Tláloc, god of rain, to ensure successful harvests, fertility, and abundance.


[image: 9]Serpent Head Sculptures
Intricately carved and brightly painted stone serpent heads are seen to guard the base of the main staircase of this great Aztec temple.


[image: 10]Tenochtitlán Ceremonial Center
This large scale model of Templo Mayor surrounded by other buildings in the ceremonial center of Tenochtitlán creates a powerful visual contrast to the Spanish colonial buildings standing in the city center. The imposing architecture of the temple and the city of Tenochtitlán were so impressive that the early Spanish colonizers compared it to the great cities of Europe.




Tip: Early morning (or a cloudy day) is the best time to visit the ruins, before the sun’s glare makes it difficult to see the details of sculptures and murals.



Tip: Bypass the street food around Templo Mayor and head to one of the hotels along the south side of Zócalo, or head farther south along Francisco I. Madero to #29 and stop in at Los Bisquets Obregón.



Site Guide
Look at the fountain near the entrance which depicts the pre-Hispanic Aztec city of ancient Tenochtitlán. Turn left as you enter the gate and follow the one-way outdoor walkway through the ruins. At the far end of the ruins the path ends at the museum entrance. Look at the model of the Tenochtitlán Ceremonial Center as it would have once stood, and then visit the eight museum rooms in sequence. Turn right at the museum entrance, watch the video before proceeding up the stairs to room 1. Continue through rooms 2, 3, 4, and 5. Rooms 4 and 5 are interconnected. Finally take the stairs back down to rooms 6, 7, and 8.




Visitor Information
	Seminario 8, on the east side of the Catedral Metropolitana
	4040 5600
	Metro Zócalo
	9am–5pm Tue–Sun
	51 pesos, free Sun for Mexican citizens and residents, free for children (under 13), students, and teachers
	Audio guides (Spanish and English); additional fee for video cameras
	www.templomayor.inah.gob.mx
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