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CHAPTER ONE

A Golden Visitor

Lily Hart stepped into the long garden, breathing in the scent of the dewy grass. In the distance, nestled behind a copse of trees, was the barn her parents had turned into the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital. Lily shrugged a sleeveless cardigan over her stripy green dress, then picked up the bucket of lettuce leaves waiting by the back door. Swinging it over her arm, she walked over to a large run with a wire fence. At the end of the run was a wooden hutch.



“Breakfast time!” Lily called. A pink, whiskery nose poked out from one of the hutch’s doors, then another. Soon three rabbits were hopping towards Lily. Two of them had bandages on their paws and the other had a bandage over its ear.
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Lily opened the top of the run and tipped the lettuce leaves into a bowl.

“Eat up,” she murmured. Her bobbed dark hair had fallen across her face and Lily tucked it behind an ear as she watched the rabbits nibble the leaves. They’re nearly better now, she thought. They’ll soon be ready to go back to their burrow.

A flash of movement from the row of houses across the lane caught Lily’s eye. One of the front doors had opened, and out came a blonde girl in denim shorts, leggings and a pink hoodie.

Lily smiled. It was Jess Forester – her best friend!

Jess checked that the lane was clear and hurried to the garden gate. She grinned as Lily ran to meet her.
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“First day of the holidays!” said Jess as the two friends hugged. “You know what would make this summer extra amazing? Helping in the hospital every day!”

Like Lily, Jess adored animals, and she loved living opposite the Hart family.

Lily clapped her hands together. “Then let’s get started! I’ve just fed the rabbits, but the other animals need their breakfasts, too.”

The girls passed the copse of trees where the Harts kept injured deer. A fawn was skipping around happily on three legs. His fourth leg was wrapped in a plaster cast.
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“Dad fixed his leg yesterday,” Lily explained. “I helped.”

“Looks like you did a good job!” Jess patted the pocket of her shorts, where she kept her mini-sketchbook and pencil. “I’ll have to draw him later.”

They entered the barn, smelling the clean hay and fresh sawdust.

Mrs Hart was standing by a hutch. “Just the helpers I need!” she said with a smile. Her jeans were tucked into a pair of muddy wellies, and her dark hair was piled into a messy bun. “Could you feed these fox cubs for me?” she asked. “The poor things were found all alone.”

Lily fetched two pairs of thick gloves and Jess fished in her pocket for a hairband to tie back her blonde curls. They were ready for work!

Soon the fox cubs were drinking greedily from feeding bottles, just like babies! When they’d finished, Lily entered the feed time in the hospital’s computer.

“Can you fill the water bottles in the hutches, please?” asked Mrs Hart. “All except the end one – that hutch is empty. I’m off to check the baby badgers. They’re very happy in the sett we built. They seem to think it’s a real one!” She bustled out of the barn.

Lily and Jess filled the bottles from little watering cans, speaking softly to the squirrels, mice and hedgehogs as they worked.

Finally Jess said, “That’s the lot.”

But suddenly Lily saw something move in the end hutch. Funny, she thought. Mum said it was empty.

“Look, Jess,” she whispered, opening the door and peering inside.

In the shadows at the back of the hutch nestled a cat.
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