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Fhis is the story of Minerva fint & nine year ofd gi
with fery ved s Minerva fnows ust one thing dbout
her parents: they are incrediply foraclful Vel ot feast

she thinks they must be. They.forgot her in a suitcase
sﬁet Inks they must be. ey}j/”[rg tiermatrave? ag

at Victoria Station in London when she was just a baby.
at %ctorza gtatlon in iongon Wﬁen Sﬁe Was}ust a ga%;.
ortunately, an energetic custocdiian nameg gera; ine
ortunately, an energetic custodian named Geraldine

e e T S R opps e
to etlﬂer at iizarg Manor, a run-aown mansion that
t(_)jget er at Lizar anor, a run-down mansion that
SIES Gtop & ElifFin Cornwalt England

The a3l g Th nich Minerea vas foind was
of dugh-quality leather, yith che initals, SN, Gryea it

the b lock. Jt d with label ti
Crved o ¥ bt ISEN TR Roviered with Tabts

Places, sugaesting It had sraveled oo, Faypt, Relfing
Fimbulgu and,Talics In adglin 0, bapy Minerya, o
s e g 4 Phick bl
T A N R R
1,90, message, addressed toyo My Septipug, Hodde,

ington Place, L - and the deed ty t
i AR o AL Al oA AR
Lizard Mano,_whigi}v?oreali%qrg-ghagedls_eal. inerv
property to Lizard Manor, which bore a lizard-shape
believes these things are clues that could reveal her




seal. Minerva believes these things are clues that could
L R P R
R S B e e O 13
SR AT e e BT A P iasina.

Minerva as many questions she Wouig [i e to
Inerva has ma uestions she would like to

answer. To start with, Wﬁat ;}a eneg to aﬁ tﬁe [izar s
answer. To start with, what aggene to all the lizards
at izarg Manoﬁwg;; are there fourteen OW[S [ivin on
at Lizard Manor? are there fourteen owls living on
2 ; ; 2

fhe roof dnd wil she sver find her parenisz

Mape i izarg Janors magica) qHal L el g
Qun mysterious erigins pur Minervas philosophy s
tha GRyERing can Rappen, iFrst fiisk believe: WAth that
iming She, foaetnenwitn Rl and Jhemasing, soues:
the %Eéﬁ?f%é@feﬁtt?f’&‘é%’?ﬁi%%ﬁ%&é{’ﬂ’éﬁ5m?nd G
They found. o smallhax pudden 1 G o
Hizord Mmoo thie id of the boxavd diaiaipian

wide tower with two words ccarvgd J” e wood: C;Ir.dﬁ
two words carved in the wood: Ordo Noctuae, whic

MO T eF b D1 S plrsR B G b oae R o6
el B T ehih L altsd ShES s SFaRs
BTG n sty G oh A Ureying ard LTS

and help everyone_in need. But first, the ust find
everyonlg 16;1 ngec? But lerst, t%ey};nust m“c‘ll ﬁzezsr wn

ﬁhgir own hideout . . .
1deolit...
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SECRET
MISSION

Minerva jumped all around her bedroom, wearing
just one boot. She was already running late when she
looked at herself in the mirror and realized that her
dress was inside out and all the seams were showing.

“Otnp o0 steessa it

She undressed quickly, turned the dress right side
out, amdl puit iit om correctly. Then she flew down the
stairs at full speed.

Minerva fioumnd Hearodhkebbobtindeteth eheowol ¢ch
livilingi ngornomnninen bkreth vebj clihiicta dd 2 ad A siamis
fhnifyfotéexes Giligee §.Ginanmonand] their beautiful,

o



tawny-haired quippiecaleddilmehéme. dbrtheofoxes
foxes harst lchegedtehealedgep fitthe bineaval vheneeit
apyiwsagdghepuvdtenkeyd wekyehio aisyaval . shhayewded
herkluhly daptsSlaa dvsise abeade dol uvka thatutdayn Shr
inays oarbanit ebap b tdonuwriom kear frigrodsant expedition
witMieerfréemdsiced that the window was open. It
wadvEpeing awtticke} thet sthe wdsdomingsuppend
stigh s fogip vertsdde; theegande nvds sevaningplty bandza
bllightifo groow dird sed hengh tHe igra ssveat shdtieldredzh
bbeme ititfte nyelhevs ean d npl ithefirass svilsad oftexk vsttH
same fitdta gedlnighind pink flowers that were still
dandp hignwihieeniglhvt. flew towards the roof saying,
“WadetbWowthite owl flew toward the roof saying,
“Wddti, Wagtktus!” shouted Minerva, appearing at the
windbipAugustus!” shouted Minerva, appearing at the
wintlbevowl kept flying upward, as solemn and quiet
as d'lghost] Kepidipads thewthidtesnsoldmn andsqtliet
asad egihest.ndst jniidd thechthiseéearathed dvihsneyast
madéitterivank st insdds thechivals emest ahkeaol abémhesre
a bidisieitvafranmiedrtontiksihglhpasnthenpldeg stoerk
arbdghnéwvo bpem ehemdssing an arm and leg stood, and
thréwlgpendhe doborgot something!” she said,



turrilg ar@ulnfbrgot something!” she said, turn-
.’ ing Sheurftew back upstairs, ran into her
bed$herflemnbagulipdtdies, beloved lvatdpadt
foommpadd el eld dyeil Ibet@re thel egt M infeova
addéreddtion apidlmnd enshthdaleouilVinerivh
&y hdmowed Hafiodsaaved onak e s e haddbailit i thich
2, bat itvim henple ded. Waswsirg pesudl§ iteadyh
pdvénhtndeér pocket. Now she was truly ready for

adventure! % % *

Outside, Minerva *sg\tv her guardian, Mrs
Flofihs;gpdejnjhaekvanddorthem ghaptiss,
Shs. Wopp s phainigdha dteald footneh blee
ghasddtne avale s6itohtisloal oale sidamd




her bhodldsrdeanttea soft, Ishie aa onedsadeaofikies desad,
Haadigr foer hemdslily qaaieithgntartést’sseakel dieh dy doy
heordhily ManfleppinteoRddshp Hidatheryf thernaligy
dbesa 1k lippishtie okad depnb shathsepfatieel falthecdan. air.
ThiSMasdeoyosherprephted fombEr stayuted Minerva,
runfifHgsemward sathengd tee 41 timgd e b ged1 dbio éova
hiicering wa thaRd vihenghtéh O s grtg to go look for a
hiddbérg WishRadtidhdoEheingsablYer efforts on her
bredMhsngloppssatd) “Ihay sikgyatikherGeféol'ts on her
breMinrgyanlyrsdidedthiesskaylokay. §:ehditcut that
led Mbitbkeveailkage Hreakille ¢hlyt daywrhe dithr'tchavehtd
ledriny thiwovit|bgin g, sdriyiskdt lla¥:Hbe rdisl garimwe o
oot b th ébsiches ofi i id €l voly el b etl ivgdnGjlbvérs
aadthodl eelrtiilel si de g f Wil diff vhee€o nhye dive] vieHeeirt
hnddus teigiitihe dogyuiiéidiam the Conqueror, were in
LonMaome misitiegedbmatadleher freedom with a series
of dulitweinee ksebabdathdnh stafiteeld oummiity) agsenied ef
tadtbduksldandethén shertwindunniifgthggitodeweed
betkbrdtingethdrbehetifiihdags if they, too, were cel-
ebrafizag dh eay tMhih eiewa’s home, sat atop Admiral
Rockjzadi¥artr, Minmrvaingoine; sdttheouApdmisal



Biorda) el fhnd th amwali’zsing adewltofvidse dnrgqnoiset
grengi ;e avithd nfors v Hsfitba o oin svadth arwamd oens
seensécntovite moote thha ittt dranthth W olérdtniss
haehzethys préowsitat sheroondiam it tRe oypie limhowse
haid ahatydtenioarssaon hiad deedibgilt. Besiplegigl eavom
paidtesatAftemadh disnplosit ivee b ud p byf tine1 gt reas
il eatefor/dpert talg itlsepayspiioachin gopngfishencliff eras
ftbet] db 5 ppoitinghthe fifbobégdiingoFrglish navy or a
fleeMafiSpamistvahipsufpilosegoldacoineet Ravi and
Thovhiasd maaat s Pemppose godivoffiteedtn Rhwh Ened
Ahenuzs ithe 10 thie’ Permbrosa g diuafifiie o APénmeTras
Alsenties thicet @b/ mienkishboad. Rinnfthee e Alye placevas
atay ith éheitd] g eobislgbey stbme (theradnlshglMieses
Byt o ki &1l sga)n op € lextdnisgosteogh anch Doh & bislsEs
Bamtholomew’s fancy clothing shop, and Dr. Gerald’s
clinithe village was filled with excitement because the
SeaTHestiilid goagasditl atbwiph € ttanenabeeblalsathd
Searfehthmthua svasniimgoutariflia festivahltelelyeates]
fvedy thirsgcthnd wan ding.dittaras ial Stothevatti died extialst
tdfoBembsiseinddarisingelisumas wlkerthenofficiat starg
tduPEtsbinvadetbithist steapyn, nariren, catnara-totig



fomistf tinvaded sthetajedny vidagevs’ ktones,nohde
Someeslodhgetbaritie fishddne tilagers’ homes, while
othdr¢iloy gexrbanthdf Bishhoambke. floated out of the
chiAnggyasttbent ishpoesn imoRénilodtgdthatwfithe
e snnhe aaty thevdlish Hbm evhsn cdtkinghyyithie femines
peppelreadys avpaehiHe fillesl doekingvitis dmfarnihle
pembler cod soup, which filled the air with a horrible
smdlown by the port, on the small beach full of
fishDgvm éts theopest, amdthie betell heeich flithef fisdn
e patedripes, stnd dsHstethedishfistaeketen prepared
theRathndbsfalrdaelyishaitbrgetutside the post office
witRés hasdslieddy peadkiatg. bletboddat ampaistue ficd
e thelpits trgrings tio hilisve drikdom glkdnodet eixio agpeand
he Rdjteryanguifbeol arvchnilibeg hsisheufiodlysaeyssed.
SheMinemadlth ffedagitt greffet] asosh sHinadiyl d hdvel:
BheatheiShl tentvayethane] arid doovestielchelddrangty:
brecxtlsheSedt hmttaayshagthtiied tp catdmlo¢icbdedtht
there siveifel thretteli shiel gd aleced ngp againso tthed whalt
Sherbovlerd ah it bityetesviying pigaibesd sxpressioshe
looKdh esdmrefidendwaitd Tinmaldd &%Breisioplained,
poifitihgsetatled dvyon ned BhoymlesindjsRexs expieteedf



