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White snow covers the peaks of  the Himalayas in the north of  

India. The sandy yellow dunes of  the Thar Desert cover the 

northwest. Goa’s blue-water beaches attract visitors to the west coast. 

India is a colourful country tucked into the southern part of  the 

continent of  Asia. It is bordered by Pakistan and China in the north, 

and Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar (Burma), and Bangladesh to the east. 

The rest of  the country juts out into the Indian Ocean.

Mehrangarh Fort 
overlooks the Jaswant 
Thada mausoleum and 
the city of Jodhpur in the 
state of Rajasthan. 

A colourful countr
y

Throughout its history, India has attracted 
outsiders. India was known for its spices, silks, 
and other goods. Many other countries wanted 
to trade with or control India. In the 1500s, the 
Mughals conquered most of  India and ruled it for 
more than 300 years. The Portuguese controlled 
parts of  the west. British took control of  most of  
India until 1947, when it finally became its own 
independent country.


