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INVADING our rivers?

      
                 

• • WATER HYACINTH • KUDZU VINES • CANE TOADS • ASIAN CARP • • •



What Is the Threat
of  Invasive
    Species?

Eve Hartman and Wendy Meshbesher



          
  

  

Raintree is an imprint of Capstone Global Library Limited, 
a company incorporated in England and Wales having its 
registered office at 7 Pilgrim Street, London, EC4V 6LB – 
Registered company number: 6695582

Text © Capstone Global Library Limited 2012
First published in hardback in 2012
The moral rights of the proprietor have been asserted.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced in any form or by any means (including 
photocopying or storing it in any medium by electronic 
means and whether or not transiently or incidentally to 
some other use of this publication) without the written 
permission of the copyright owner, except in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988 or under the terms of a licence issued 
by the Copyright Licensing Agency, Saffron House, 
6¬–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS (www.cla.co.uk). 
Applications for the copyright owner’s written permis-
sion should be addressed to the publisher.  

Edited by Adam Miller, Andrew Farrow, and 
  Adrian Vigliano 
Designed by Philippa Jenkins 
Original illustrations © Capstone Global Library  
  Limited 2012 
Illustrated by International Mapping 
Picture research by Mica Brancic 
Originated by Capstone Global Library Ltd 
Printed and bound in China by CTPS

ISBN 978 1 406 23386 5 (hardback)
15 14 13 12 11 
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
Hartman, Eve.                                                 
What is the threat of invasive species?. -- (Sci-hi)
578.6’2-dc22
A full catalogue record for this book is available from the 
British Library.

Acknowledgments
The author and publishers are grateful to the following 
for permission to reproduce copyright material: Alamy 
pp. 32 (© Jason Lindsey), 26 top (© Daniel Borzynski); AP 
Photo p. 29 inset (Press Association/Corpus Christi Caller-
Times, Todd Yates); Corbis pp. 16 (© Tim Graham), 23 (© 
Photolibrary), 24 (© Jami Tarris), 33 (© Visuals Unlimited), 
36 inset (© Joey Nigh), 36 main (© Paul A. Souders), 
41 main (© George McCarthy); Getty Images pp. 20 
(National Geographic/Jason Edwards), 22 (National 
Geographic/Jason Edwards), 31 (Dorling Kindersley/Nigel 
Hicks), 35 (AFP/Kambou Sia), 38 (Kevork Djansezian), 
39 (Scott Olson), 43 (The Washington Post/Michael 
Williamson); Photolibrary p. 26 bottom (Age fotostock/
David Cappaert); Science Photo Library pp. 19 (Chris 
Hellier), 27 (Pascal Goetgheluck), 29 (US Department Of 
Agriculture/Scott Bauer); Shutterstock pp. 4 (© Danny E 
Hooks), 6 (© Rich Carey), 8 (© Bruce MacQueen), 12 (© 
Rafael Ramirez Lee), 13 (© mdd), 14 (© Stephen Aaron 
Rees), 15 (© EcoPrint), 17 (© Bcubic), 30 (© Perry Correll), 
34 (© Gemphotography), 41 inset (© Fong Kam Yee), 
Contents page bottom (© mdd), Contents page top (© 
Stephen Aaron Rees). All background design feature 
pictures courtesy of Shutterstock.

Main cover photograph of a giant cane toad reproduced 
with permission of Getty Images (2007 Frogwatch 
[North]); inset cover photograph of Asian carp 
reproduced with permission of Getty Images (MCT via/
Wichita Eagle/Travis Heying).

The publisher would like to thank literary consultant 
Nancy Harris and content consultant Ann Fullick for their 
assistance in the preparation of this book.

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders 
of material reproduced in this book. Any omissions will 
be rectified in subsequent printings if notice is given to 
the publisher.

Disclaimer 
All the Internet addresses (URLs) given in this book were 
valid at the time of going to press. However, due to the 
dynamic nature of the Internet, some addresses may 
have changed, or sites may have changed or ceased to 
exist since publication. While the author and publisher 
regret any inconvenience this may cause readers, no 
responsibility for any such changes can be accepted by 
either the author or the publisher.



Contents

Invasive species 4

What makes a species invasive? 6

How species invade 12

Hard lessons 14

Damage from invasive species 18

Eurasian milfoil 20

Damage to native species 22

Genetic changes 24

Insect invaders 26

Water invaders 30

The risks of invasion 34

Oysters in chesapeake bay 36

Fighting invaders 38

Summary 42

What can you do to help? 43

Glossary	 44

Find	out	more	 46

Index	 48

What does William Shakespeare have to do with over 200 million starlings in North America?
Find out on  page 14!

Why do  coconut palms  grow on every tropical island?
Turn to page 13  to find out!

Some words are shown in bold, like this. These words 
are explained in the glossary. You will find important 

information and definitions underlined, like this.



4

INVASIVE SPECIES

Kudzu acts like an 
unwelcome blanket over 
trees and other plants. One 
of its nicknames is “The vine 
that ate the South”.


