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J.D. VANCE’S HILLBILLY Elegy is an examination of what life is really like in Appalachia, the region of the United States covering Alabama to New York. At one time, Appalachia was known as a prosperous industrial haven, attracting plenty of jobs within the coal and steel industries. The decline in manufacturing, however, contributed to serious and extensive economic hardship in the area. Skewered at the sharp end of the country’s nearly-sudden deindustrialization, the well-paid, skilled jobs of previous generations disappeared, leaving entire towns and regions in permanent recession and, consequently, drowning in addiction and poverty.  

Vance, a former marine and a Yale Law School graduate, chronicles the lives of these poor, white working-class communities of Scotch-Irish descent who live along the Appalachian Mountains in Alabama, Ohio, and Kentucky. Vance characterizes these people as “‘hillbillies” (a term many people who live in the region claim proudly for themselves). Vance brings us a gripping account of growing up in a poor Midwestern town. From a broader level, he offers us a unique, penetrating look at the struggles of America's white working class. The timing of his book is apt—its publication comes at a time the plight of the white working class has been thrust to the forefront of the country’s social and political discourse.

Vance doesn’t purport to be an expert on “hillbilly” culture from an academic or scholastic perspective.
OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





