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        Dedicated to journalism students everywhere.

      

      
        As journalists, may they have the courage and integrity to abide their profession

        in all times, in all circumstances.

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        

        
          In Memoriam

        

      

    

    
      Compared to previous wars, a record number of journalists died while covering the Iraq War (March 19, 2003 - December 15, 2011):

      
        150 journalists killed in Iraq, motive confirmed:

        93 murdered;

        53 killed in crossfire or combat;

        4 killed on dangerous assignments;

        27 journalists killed in Iraq, motive unconfirmed;

        and,

        54 media workers killed in Iraq

        

        "Requiescat in pace".

      

      Source: The Committee to Protect Journalists
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        THE FOIA/AWOL DOCUMENTS OF

        GEORGE W. BUSH’S

        MILITARY SERVICE RECORD

      

      The following five documents from George W. Bush’s military service record are what most Americans did not see from the vast majority of U.S. corporate media, print and broadcast, before the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections.

      The documents were first obtained in 1999 via the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) by citizen journalist/researcher Martin Heldt, a writer for the former TomPaine.com website. May 23, 2000, Boston Globe reporter, Walter V. Robinson, broke the story: “1-Year Gap in Bush's Guard Duty: No Record of Airman at Drills in 1972-73”. U.S. corporate media, however, overall ignored the Boston Globe’s article and its revelations about the record.

      ￼
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        August 1st 1972 verbal orders of Francis S. Greenlief, Major General and Chief of the National Guard, suspending/grounding G.W. Bush for failure to accomplish annual medical exam.
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        Notice of Missing Officer
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        “Not Observed”: Lt. Bush has “not been observed” at his unit and placed in “nonflying status” with his unit in Alabama.

      

      

      
        
          [image: Lt Bush “Not Observed/Rating Factors”]
        

        “Not Observed”: Rating Factors
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        “Not Rated” Major Rufus G. Martin's report Lt. Bush is not rated for "the period 1 May '72 to 30 April '73 . . . report not available for administrative reasons”.
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        You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but you can not fool all of the people all of the time.

        

        ~ commonly attributed to Abraham Lincoln,

        true source undetermined.

        

        See these two articles from The Abraham Lincoln Association Newsletter:

        

        “‘You Can Fool All of the People’:

        Lincoln Never Said That,”;

        “A New Look at ‘You Can Fool All of the People’”
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        The ironically named venue for May 1, 2003 “Mission Accomplished” propaganda extravaganza:                                                                                  The USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier

      

      I unexpectedly entered a parallel universe on March 29, 2003.

      My unforeseen arrival into this parallel universe was due to a trifecta of personal ironies in relation to the U.S. corporate media blackout of the G.W. Bush AWOL/desertion story. The blackout of this major news story by the majority of U.S. corporate media, print and broadcast, endured from presidential campaign 2000 to presidential campaign 2004.

      The first arm of my personal, ironic, trifecta is I'm the daughter and niece of WWII veterans plus I’m a military veteran as well. I served as an Army nurse after graduating from San Jose State University (SJSU) with a Bachelor's Degree in Nursing.
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        Here I am as Lt. Griswold, U.S. Army Nurse Corps

      

      

      My trifecta’s second arm: my eldest brother, Scott Craig Griswold, is a Vietnam War casualty. The left-side black-and-white image on this book’s cover of a young helicopter pilot looking directly at you is Scott, taken when he was in training. At the time of Scott’s death near Pleiku, Vietnam, he was an Army Assault Helicopter Pilot. He and the rest of the helicopter's four-man crew were killed in action on January 24, 1969, one month past his 21st birthday. Scott was the eldest crew member.

      And, this trifecta’s especially ironic third arm is this: I've also been a journalist. After my Army tour, I worked in neonatal intensive care (NICU) nursing, but I wanted to write. I returned to SJSU and eventually earned my Bachelor's Degree in Print Journalism, with Emphasis in Reporting & Editing, graduating with honors. My journalism degree enabled me to write, to be a manuscript reviewer, a magazine editor, and it facilitated a transition to become a medical writer for a terrific-to-work-for San Francisco Bay Area pharmaceutical. My career ended when a spinal cord injury (SCI)  and subsequent chronic pain associated with my SCI necessitated retirement.
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          Time Magazine: just one example of “Mission Accomplished” corporate media seduction
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          Propaganda also furnishing “cash-in” capitalism:
          KB Toys “Elite Force Aviator: George W. Bush —         U.S. President & Naval Aviator Action Figure”

        

      

      

      Entry to a Parallel Universe

      

      Saturday, March 29, 2003: I was surfing the Internet for photos we weren't seeing much of in U.S. print and broadcast corporate media: photos of antiwar protests in major U.S. cities. This was the ninth day after the U.S. invasion of Iraq, a war I opposed along with many Americans and most people throughout the world. I paused at one webpage because of the protestors it featured: U.S. military family members protesting in New York City.

      An animated GIF hopping up and down at the page’s lower right corner caught my attention — a cartoon creation combining a hawk’s head and a chicken’s body accompanied by a flashing caption: "AWOL Bush — Click HERE!"
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      Curious, I clicked. A new website opened: http://www.awolbush.com/. A large color photograph dominated the homepage, the photo's background the reflective black wall of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC. In the foreground, a man held a card in front of his face. The card's message in large black letters read, "Where was Bush?"

      I skimmed the photo’s text alleging George W. Bush was AWOL for a one-year period during his National Guard service during the Vietnam War.

      “Bullshit," I said out loud.

      Why this reaction? My personal trifecta. I’d served in the military and knew committing the crime of AWOL resulted in arrest, punishment, and a likely dishonorable discharge. This would, of course, be documented in Bush’s military record and his military record alone would have been a campaign killer for any political office he sought, including his Texas gubernatorial campaigns and his 2000 presidential campaign. And, I had also been a journalist. If such a  story was true it would have been a blockbuster for any reporter or news organization to break, a game changer — too huge a story for the press to have missed during Campaign 2000.

      More justification for my instant skepticism were precedents of massive press hoopla including front-page headlines and broadcast lead-in stories during two previous presidential campaigns. These had been outright scandals regarding Vietnam War military service, or lack thereof, of two candidates which mainstream news hounds had leapt to investigate and cover: vice-presidential candidate Dan Qualye in 1988, and presidential contender Bill Clinton in 1992.

      Campaign 1988 press delirium regarded the discovery J. Danforth Qualye, scion of a wealthy newspaper family and a young pro-war hawk, hadn’t bothered serving in the war he had vocally advocated. Family connections had enabled Qualye to get into the Indiana National Guard where he stayed safe at home. Four years later, Campaign 1992 press delirium erupted just before the New Hampshire primary when Bill Clinton's December 3, 1969 letter to Colonel Eugene Holmes, head of Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) at the University of Arkansas was leaked to the press. In his letter, 23-year-old Clinton in his second year as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University, stated his opposition to the war and complained his ROTC commitment to be available for the draft had to be a means to keep himself politically viable for a future political career.

      The leaked Clinton letter story was so momentous, ABC News Nightline devoted an entire 30-minute episode to it (episode in three parts is available on YouTube). A seated Bill Clinton waited on air as Nightline Anchor Ted Koppel solemnly read the entire, lengthy, more then two-decades-old letter as its text appeared onscreen accompanied by live coverage of Clinton's and Koppel's faces. Afterwards, Koppel grilled Clinton.

      Additionally, and ironically, mainstream print and broadcast news reported none other than campaigning President George H.W. Bush's accusation of Clinton as a lying draft dodger: "The fundamental difficulty is that he has not told the full truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth," Bush declared in an interview with Rush Limbaugh.

      There was also what happened to past presidential contender, former senator, former governor, Vietnam War Navy Seal, Bronze Star and Medal of Honor recipient, Bob Kerrey in April 2001. Mainstream media jumped to cover the aftermath from the New York Times breaking the story of the February 25, 1969 Thanh Phong raid led by Lt. Kerrey in which villagers were massacred by Kerrey and fellow Navy Seals. On May 1, 2001, CBS's 60 Minutes II broadcast its investigatory report of the massacre including an on-camera interview of Bob Kerrey, complete with Kerrey's mea culpa.

      Thus, my personal background coupled with recalling how diligently U.S. mainstream media had investigated and reported the Vietnam wartime era activities of politicians, had me initially react to the G.W. Bush AWOL allegation with complete skepticism.

      However . . . I couldn't help but notice the number and titles of hyperlinks on the awolbush.com homepage. Seeing "'One Year Gap in Bush's National Guard Duty,' by Walt Robinson, Boston Globe, 5/23/2000," had me pause. Boston Globe? That was a long-established, well-regarded newspaper. I clicked on the link and began reading.

      Over the next few days, I discovered a glut of information from reputable sources as well as documents from Lt. Bush's military record, courtesy of FOIA, first obtained by independent researchers Martin Heldt and Robert A. Rogers (a retired Air National Guard pilot).

      Four documents in particular astounded me. Had I, or my war-casualty brother, had even one of these documents in our military service records, we would have been punished. Subject matter for these four stunners include: inability to rate Lt. Bush "for administrative reasons"; notice of Lt. Bush as a "missing officer"; Lt. Bush "not observed" at his unit; and, Lt. Bush being grounded, suspended from flying for failure to accomplish his mandatory medical exam.

      I could certainly recall late Campaign 2000 press frenzy over breaking news of George W. Bush's 1976 arrest for DUI. Wide-scale near-breathless coverage included another Nightline viewing experience featuring Anchor Ted Koppel, and separate press conferences presenting Bush spokeswoman Karen Hughes, and the candidate's press conference with wife Laura beside him. Yet, I couldn't recall even a smidgen of what had to have been a major campaign news story — Bush's questionable military service record giving rise to allegations of AWOL/desertion.

      As for who else who couldn't recall news reportage of the Bush AWOL/desertion story — everyone I asked. These individuals weren't dumbbells. They were intelligent, interested, devoted news consumers, but none of them could remember anything during Campaign 2000 regarding George W. Bush's military record. However, they could instantly and vividly recall the Bush DUI arrest story.

      Me, a vet, a former print journalist, with my own Vietnam War "ultimate sacrifice" long buried in Golden Gate National Cemetery along with our deceased WWII Army Air Corps veteran Dad, couldn't help but eventually wonder and ask:

      "Where the hell had the press been during Campaign 2000 regarding George W. Bush's wartime AWOL/desertion?"

      and,

      "Where the hell had the press been during the buildup to the Iraq War regarding the AWOL/desertion of a Commander-in-Chief with the potential to send to war, thousands of honorably serving U.S. military members?"

      

      There was no satisfactory answer . . .

      

      Instead, what the world got was a lapdog corporate U.S. press not only enabling the buildup to and launch of the Iraq War, but also practically partnering a Bush White House propaganda spectacle: the May 1, 2003 “Mission Accomplished” broadcast event with meticulously staged imagery.

      [image: ]

      “Mission Accomplished” — The Staging, The Results

      

      Former ABC News producer Scott Sforza boarding the USS Abraham Lincoln days before, made sure certain specific production values would be achieved, including the now-infamous "Mission Accomplished" banner being fully visible during Bush's speech. The USS Abraham Lincoln, 39 miles off San Diego's coast was kept at sea, its crew delayed from reuniting with their families.

      The president's handlers prevailed over the Secret Service at having him board the carrier via a Navy S-3B Viking fighter jet dubbed "Navy One" for a dramatic, high-speed tailhook landing with the president as the jet's co-pilot instead of standard procedure of flying the president in by helicopter. A small, extra-hip special effect was also strategized for the cameras with the legend, "George W. Bush, Commander-in-Chief," stenciled below the cockpit window.

      The ultimate “wow” factor was having the president costumed a la jet pilot Tom Cruise from the 1986 hit movie, "Top Gun". The president's custom-made flight suit and crew uniforms were color-coordinated with the “Mission Accomplished” banner as well as other White House props. The president's hair was macho, slightly mussed when he took off his helmet and as for his parachute harness crotch straps, the supposedly long-experienced fighter pilot president didn't release them as he manfully strutted on deck, chatted with the crew, and posed for "thumbs up" photos.

      Strategy for the "Mission Accomplished" speech, three hours after the “Top Gun” landing featured a serene glow for the spectacle's conclusion. Three hours was the precise time for Bush to return on deck, wearing a business suit and red tie with the speech's backdrop a beautiful California sunset and the "Mission Accomplished" banner. As the strategists knew, sunset is cinematography's "magic hour" for casting warm, soft light upon filmmakers' subjects. Thus, the perfect soft, serene glow following the awesome thrills and exhilaration of the earlier "Top Gun" extravaganza conveniently set up an afterglow for U.S. corporate press to luxuriate in while singing praises inspired by such awesome, seductive propaganda — "Mission Accomplished" propaganda.
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      Media seduction-euphoria with “Mission Accomplished” on May 1st and beyond immediately became an eye-rolling experience for those familiar with Bush’s actual military record as detailed in“Mission Accomplished: A Look Back at the Media’s Fawning Coverage of Bush’s Premature Declaration of Victory in Iraq”. Transcripts, fated to be embarrassing, depict notable U.S. broadcast and print journalists and pundits such as Chris Matthews, Brian Williams, Wolf Blitzer, Brit Hume, Bob Schiffer,  Joe

      Klein, Margaret Carlson, Laura Ingraham, Ann Coulter, Patrick Caddell, Gordon Liddy, and staff writers for the New York Times and Washington Post gushing about the event’s optics as well as Bush’s macho costuming and role-playing as a “Top Gun” Navy pilot. Chris Matthews in Super Cheerleader mode even had this bizarre exchange with Gordon Liddy about Bush’s “manly characteristic”:

      

      
        
        LIDDY: Well, I -- in the first place, I think it's envy.
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Bush's father used his influence to get George W. Bush  coveled position with the Texas National Guard, which
involved parttime duies at home, far from the botlefields where 350 Americans were dying every week. % After
completing training, Bush requested and immediately received a transfer to an Alabama National Guard unitin
May, 1972. But Bush never showed up for duty, according to the Alabama unif’s commander and the commander's
assistont. & Milltary records show that Bush's commanding officers back in Texas reporled he did not show up for
duty there either for a year, and tht they believed he had been transferred to Alabama. Officioll, the period
between May 1972 and May 1973 remains unaccounted for. # Reporting for military duty is not usually optional,
particularly during @ war. Going AWOL was typically punished by drafting the offender into the real army. % Now,
our formerly AWOL Commander-nChief is all oo ready to deploy troops who are sill mostly from poorer families.
1F ol barons like Bush believe in the fight, why isn'ttheir blood ever on the fine? & For more deails, see

e Their kids don't go to War.





OEBPS/images/kb-toys-elite-aviator-copy-2.jpg






