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Preface 

This volume is offered as a Millennium celebration; not that 2000 marks any special anniversary in the history of the 
Royal Navy. The Kings's, and Queens's, ships have served these islands for rather more than half of the Christian era. 
At a relatively recent point in that time, just over 450 years ago, the fleet appears visibly and strikingly over the horizon. 
In the last year of the reign of Henry VIII an officer of the ordnance, Anthony Anthony, compiled a complete visual 
record of the royal ships; and because it was his professional concern, he appended an inventory of each vessel's 
munitions. His manuscript, the Anthony Roll (in fact originally three separate rolls, two of which were bound as a 
volume by their later owner Samuel Pepys) is a unique record of the navy at a crucial time in its history.! Individual 
illustrations from the Roll have been published many times before; Anthony's painting of the Mary Rose, the sole 
contemporary representation, is especially well known. But the complete Roll has never been printed before now.2 The 
unusual and large format of the MS has discouraged previous publication; even now what is provided is not a complete 
facsimile. All 58 ship illustrations are reproduced from newly commissioned colour photographs, while the 
accompanying texts are printed adjacently, in the original spelling. In this way it is hoped that the visual and textual 
elements of the document are presented to best advantage, retaining their juxtaposition in a format suited to the pages 
of a book. A further illustration is printed as frontispiece showing the disposition of a ship and its underlay text, as 
revealed by unrolling the document in its original form. 

By bringing together the parts of the Roll, separated for over 300 years, Anthony's original sequence of entries can 
now be enjoyed and studied in entirety for the first time. Just some of its many facets are discussed in the Introduction, 
for which (in addition to editorial contributions) essays were commissioned from experts in several particular fields. 

To complement Anthony's document of 1546, in Part Two of this volume there is a transcript of one of the most 
important and complete inventories of the fleet as it was in 1514, in the early years of Henry's reign. This manuscript, 
like Anthony's, is in part already familiar but is here printed in full for the first time.3 Unlike Anthony's specialist 
ordnance inventory, the 1514 lists also include rigging and miscellaneous equipment. In order to match the sectional 
layout of the Anthony MS in Part One, the 1514 inventory is printed page-by-page as the original, again in its 16th-
century spelling. The Glossary (Appendix III} is designed to help with archaic spellings of familiar words, as well as 
explaining technical and obsolete terms. The Glossary also explains some terms used in the introductory essays. 

A caution must be expressed, as more particularly discussed below, about the verisimilitude of the illustrations of the 
Anthony Roll. It is not to be expected that these were individual portraits, drawn from life. Even in relation to Anthony's 
chief interest, the ordnance, there are obvious distortions and discrepancies between illustrations and texts. 

Ships, especially warships, are magnificent but perishable. Before Anthony had finished his manuscript, the second 
grandest of the ships he had drawn lay at the bottom of Portsmouth harbour. A few years later the grandest of all was 
ignominiously burnt at her moorings. The various destinies of the other ships in the Anthony Roll and the earlier 
inventory can be traced in the brief service lists given as Appendix II. But it is not his ships which give Henry VIII a 
claim to be the founder of the modem navy as much as the administrative - and indeed physical structures which he 
gave to the service. By this token the last entry in the 1514 inventory (the contents of the storehouse at Erith)4 is arguably 
of more enduring significance than the fleet now re-assembled as Anthony drew it. 

Notes 

1. For the naval history of the period see generally D.M. Loades, The Tudor Navy: An Administrative, Political 
and Military History (Aldershot, 1992) and N.A.M. Rodger, The Safeguard of the Sea: A Naval History of 
Great Britain, I, 660-1649 (1997). The classic older history, M. Oppenheim, A History of the Administration 
of the Royal Navy and of Merchant Shipping in relation to the Navy from 1509 to 1660 (1896, republ. 
Aldershot, 1988) remains a valuable compendium, though its detail is not always to be trusted. The most 
complete list of the fleet is in T. Glasgow jr, 'List of ships in the royal navy from 1539 to 1588 ... ', MM, LVI 
(1970), pp. 299-307. Rodger (pp. 475-83) updates this for ships of 100 tons and above. 

xi 



xii Preface 

2. This was judged 'remarkable and deplorable' by Professor Rodger (Safeguard of the Sea, pp. 548-9 (n. 
35)). We are glad to rectify this. 

3. Oppenheim, History, pp. 372-81, printed the first section (for the Henry Grace aDieu) of what was then 
known as 'Chapter House Book, vol. XIII'; the name derived from the Chapter House of Westminster 
Abbey, where exchequer records were housed from the 16th to the 19th century. 

4. Cf. Rodger, Safeguard of the Sea, p. 222. 
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Illustrations 

BL, Add. MS 22047 (Anthony's 2nd roll), opened to show the Anne Gallant 
BL, Cotton MS Augustus Li.18 
The French raid on Brighton, 1545, drawn by Anthony Anthony 
BL, Cotton MS Augustus Li.29 
Sketch of fortification for (?) the Wych Channel, Poole Harbour, believed to be drawn by 
Anthony Anthony 
BL Cotton MS Augustus Lii.64 
Projected route for Anne of Cleves's passage from the Low Countries, 1539, drawn by 
Anthony Anthony 

Other diagrams and archaeological drawings accompany the Glossary 

colour 

(between pp. 40-l 06) The 58 ships illustrated in the Anthony Roll, Magdalene College, Cambridge, Pepys Library, no. 
2991 and BL, Add. MS 22047 
Photographed by Gerry Bye and Laurence Pordes 

The images here printed are on average 65.6% actual size. For technical reasons the % reduction has been varied, 
notably with ship no. 1 (63%) and ship no. 30 (51.5%). Measurements for the 58 original drawings are given below, in 
inches, from bow to stem at the waterline (except for no. 30, in which the bow is not visible; here the measurement is 
from the point at which the leading port side oar cuts to waterline, to the stem) 

43/4 13 31/s 25 47/s 37 31/z 49 27/s 
2 41/s 14 31/s 26 47/s 38 35/s 50 27/s 
3 33/4 15 3 27 57h6 39 33/4 51 23/4 

4 35/s 16 31/s 28 47/s 40 33/4 52 2151J6 
5 31/z 17 27/s 29 47/s 41 37/s 53 3 
6 35/s 18 3 30 102/w 42 33/4 54 213h6 
7 31/4 19 31/s 31 41/4 43 33/4 55 3 
8 33/s 20 31/4 32 47h6 44 35/s 56 3 
9 3 21 53/s 33 43h6 45 33/4 57 3 
10 31/4 22 55h6 34 35/s 46 3 58 2151J6 
11 31/4 23 51hs 35 35/s 47 27/s 
12 31/4 24 53h6 36 37/s 48 27/s 

Photographs© The Board of the British Library and the Master and Fellows ofMagda1ene College, Cambridge 

Line drawings © The Mary Rose Trust and Professor D.M. Loades. 
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Editorial note 

Texts are presented in their original spelling, following the normal conventions of transcription; the letters u/v and i/j 
are rendered according to modem usage, however they appear in the MS. The double ff is treated as a single letter except 
within a word. The ampersand is written in full. The abbreviation 'di' (half) is extended to 'demy' where it forms part 
of a word, but 'd" is used in figures even if more fully written in the MS. The abbreviation for dozen is always given 
as 'doss' ', however written.Figures are written as in the MS. The frequent multiplier by 20 given as 'tiij' (i.e. 20 x 4 = 
80) is retained thus; it is also found within more complex numbers, as 'ccjlijxiij' (= 293). The abbreviation for 1000 is 
'ml' or 'j ml' as occurring. Incorrect singular/plural usage ('top pece ij') is retained. The flourished 'j' descender is 
retained for single or final minims. 'Xpoffer' is rendered 'Christoffer'. 

Letters miswritten are corrected within the text and flagged to an explanatory textual note. Words supplying defects 
in the MS are placed within square brackets. Words supplying syntactical lacunae are placed within square brackets and 
flagged to textual notes. In Part Two, as more fully explained in the separate editorial note (p. 11 0), the symbols E and 
SP denote other documents collated with the main text. Figures superscribed are placed within round brackets. The 
symbol t indicates blank in MS where unspecified (rather than nil) quantity is meant. 'MS' always means the principal 
text being edited. 

Punctuation and capitalization are editorial. Paragraphing is editorial, but reflects as far as possible the layout of the 
MSS. For theE 36/13 inventory the page structure of the MS is retained, including the running heads. For the Anthony 
Roll the shape of the MS requires a restructuring which nevertheless retains the relationship of each text entry to its 
illustration; for this see further the technical description of the MS on pp. 6--9 below. 
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