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Introduction 
An insignificant-looking building stands on Springfield Avenue, 

less than a mile from downtown Newark. Its ground floor is occu­
pied by a bar; on the second and third floors are meeting halls for 
African-American Masonic orders. Long forgotten, this building was 
once the center of the fierce anti-Nazi struggle that took place in 
Newark from 1933 until 1941. 

Then called Schwabenhalle, it was the scene of two major riots 
five years apart, as well as numerous lesser conflicts over an eight-
year period. The combatants were the same each time—Newark's 
Nazis and its anti-Nazis. From Hitler's ascension to power in Janu­
ary 1933 until the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, New­
ark was the center of a battle that pitted the Nazi movement and its 
supporters against those who believed in freedom and democracy. 

What makes Newark unique in this struggle is that two anti-Nazi 
groups, the Minutemen1 and the Newark division of the Non-Sec­
tarian Anti-Nazi League (NSANL), combined to attack two domes­
tic Nazi organizations, first the Friends of the New Germany and 
later its successor the German-American Bund. The struggle extended 
to efforts against neo-Nazi groups such as the Silver Shirts and the 
Christian Front, as well as the potentially Nazi America First. 

The Minutemen was a group made up of prizefighters and gang­
sters who fought against domestic Nazis and their sympathizers with 
physical confrontation and intimidation. The NSANL, on the other 
hand, used protests and a boycott against German goods as its weap­
ons of choice. 

As in other American cities with large Jewish and German popu­
lations, Newark in the 1930s had both Nazi activities and Jewish 
opposition. Many works on the Jewish history of American cities 
include the period 1933-1941, but few mention Jewish physical and 
political resistance to domestic Nazism.2 Only in Newark was there 
an anti-Nazi fighting force that remained active from Hitler's rise in 
1933 to American entrance into World War II. Additionally, in works 

1 
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on Jewish boxers and gangsters who fought Nazis, there are no groups 
mentioned with the longevity of the Minutemen or a leader who 
remained as committed to the battle as Nat Arno.3 

Arno was a minor prizefighter in the 1920s, and an enforcer for 
Newark's preeminent Jewish gangster, Abner "Longie" Zwillman, a 
role he continued to play throughout his time as the Minutemen's 
"commander." Dr. S. William Kalb, leader of Newark's anti-Nazi 
boycott effort, could not have been more different. A physician by 
training, Kalb essentially gave up his medical practice in the 1930s 
to make anti-Nazism his life's work. 

Close coordination between Arno and Kalb, based both on per­
sonal feelings and ideology, made it possible for the Minutemen and 
the anti-Nazi boycott activists to consistently aid each other and to 
create an anti-Nazi force in Newark that held at bay German-Ameri­
can Nazis and other anti-Semitic groups while at the same time giv­
ing a sense of purpose to those Newark Jews who wanted to inflict 
damage on Germany. 

Newark, New Jersey was one of the nation's most prominent cit­
ies. Strong leadership kept Newark from becoming a suburb of New 
York City. Newark's large industrial and commercial base produced 
enough jobs to employ its workforce. By the close of World War I in 
1919, Newark was one of America's largest industrial producers. 
But beginning in the 1920s the city entered a long era of decline 
during which its industrial base steadily shrunk. 

The city's inability to expand by absorbing adjoining suburbs, 
along with zoning policies that allowed manufacturing and com­
mercial use close to or within residential areas led to an exodus of 
many of the city's business and cultural leaders. By 1929, over 60 
percent of the board members of Newark's influential Chamber of 
Commerce lived in Newark's suburbs while keeping their businesses 
in the city.4 The Great Depression and attendant social problems led 
to the city's further decline. Newark's employed population of al­
most 200,000 in 1930 dropped 20 percent to 159,000 in 1940, while 
the population also declined from 442,337 to 429,760.5 

Founded in 1666 by Puritans from Connecticut, Newark remained 
a fundamentally conservative city. The waves of German, Irish, Jew­
ish, and Italian immigrants who populated the city throughout the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries created vibrant working and 
middle classes, but did little to change the city's underlying conser­
vatism. Throughout the period studied in this work, effective anti-
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Nazi responses came from conservative rather than liberal sources. 
Those Newark liberals who were also anti-Nazi were few in num­

ber and unable to transmit their values to the public at large. The 
small liberal community found itself co-opted during the late 1930s 
by the American Communist Party, and thus tied up in that 
organization's internecine strife around the Nazi-Soviet Pact of 1939 
and Hitler's subsequent march east into the Soviet Union in 1941. 

The Newark chapter of the Communist Party was organized in 
July 1932,6 and became the city's first organized opponent of Na­
zism immediately after Hitler came to power six months later. By 
seizing on the issues of Nazism, as well as pacifism, unionism, and 
racism, Newark communists were able to influence many of the city's 
liberals. Although they had no influence on the socially conserva­
tive Minutemen and NSANL, there were times when these two groups 
cooperated with the communists in anti-Nazi actions. 

Ethnic groups made up much of Newark's population. It is esti­
mated that in 1930 the city included 85,000 Italians, 65,000 Jews, 
47,000 Germans, and 38,000 Irish. According to the 1930 census, 
there were also 39,000 African Americans in Newark.7 

Newark's ethnic groups often battled each other for political, so­
cial, and economic power. In the nineteenth and early twentieth cen­
turies, descendants of the city's Puritan founders vied with both 
German Lutherans and Irish Catholics for religious and political pre-
eminence. In the 1920s and 1930s, Italians and Jews battled the 
Irish for political power. The emergence of Mussolini and Hitler 
caused distrust between the Jews and their Italian and German 
neighbors. Irish Catholics' latent anti-Semitism was piqued both by 
European events and such homegrown anti-Semites as Father Charles 
E. Coughlin. Newark's Irish Catholics especially resented Jewish 
radicals, although they made up only a small fraction of Newark's 
Jewish population. 

Within the Jewish community itself, the split between Eastern 
European and German Jews made matters worse. German Jews had 
settled in Newark as early as the middle of the nineteenth century, 
part of a larger wave of liberal Germans who had fled the reaction­
ary regimes that came to power after the failure of democratic revo­
lution throughout Europe in 1848. By the 1930s, the German Jews 
had established themselves economically as well as socially. They 
had their own liberal synagogues, a business club, and a country 
club. They were the powerful voices on the Conference of Jewish 
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Charities, which provided economic and social aid to the city's needy 
Jews, mostly Eastern Europeans who had come to America in the 
1880s after Polish and Russian pogroms. At first resentful of these 
Yiddish-speaking Eastern European Jews, the German Jews soon 
saw that it was in their interest to help assimilate these newcomers 
and provide them with charitable assistance. The Young Men's/Young 
Women's Hebrew Association (YM&YWHA) and Jewish settlement 
houses sprouted up in Newark, as they did in other Eastern and Mid­
western cities during the early decades of the twentieth century. 

The two factions in the Jewish community had different responses 
to Nazism. The prosperous German Jews held political and economic 
views similar to those of other businessmen—they were anti-union and 
anti-radical, and they saw Nazism as a temporary phenomenon. They 
felt they were "100 percent American" and should attend to their busi­
nesses and families, leaving God and government to attend to Hitler. 

They took no action against Newark's Nazis and for the most part 
were unenthusiastic about the boycott Kalb and the NSANL orga­
nized against German goods and services. And they would never 
think of mixing it up in the streets of Newark alongside Arno and his 
Minutemen. Their activities were focused on supporting relief ef­
forts for both Jews in Germany and those who had emigrated to 
other countries, particulary America. 

Many in Newark's German Jewish community belonged to Temple 
B'Nai Jeshurun, a synagogue in the liberal Reform movement of 
Judaism. They followed the political and religious lead of their rabbi, 
Solomon Foster, the first rabbi in America with two American-born 
parents. An anti-unionist, Foster was hostile to Eastern European 
Jews, whom he said were more active in unionism than Christians. 
Foster's involvement on the boards of the Salvation Army and the 
University of Newark, and his frequent participation in interfaith 
events, made him the Christian clergy's favorite Newark Jew. 

Large numbers of Eastern European Jews arrived in Newark in 
the 1880s through the early 1920s. Most worked as laborers and 
craftsmen in the trades they brought with them from their home­
lands. Some opened small retail businesses. Their children learned 
English in Newark's schools and tried to achieve the American dream. 

Whether they remained in the working class or became profes­
sionals, small business owners, or white-collar workers, Jews shared 
a fear of anti-Semitism instilled in them by their parents and grand-
parents, who had faced it personally in Europe. It was from these 
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roots that Newark's particular brand of anti-Nazism was born. 
Jews in Newark enjoyed a rich organizational life. A series of 

studies conducted in the late 1930s identified 140 Jewish fraternal 
and family associations providing welfare, charitable, social, and 
cultural services. In addition there were local branches of sixteen 
national organizations, plus eight athletic and three political clubs.8 

There were approximately 65,000 Jews in Newark during the 
1930s.9 The only English-language Jewish newspaper in the city 
(or in the state for that matter) was the weekly Jewish Chronicle, 
founded in 1921 by Anton Kaufman, who was still the publisher. 
The paper was tightly aligned with the organized Jewish commu­
nity, and reported on the charitable, social, and religious activities of 
the Newark area's major Jewish institutions. During the 1930s, the 
Chronicle increasingly covered the activities of Newark's Eastern 
European Jews. 

Through the early 1930s Rabbi Solomon Foster wrote a weekly 
editorial for the Chronicle, which reflected the assimilationist ideol­
ogy of his congregation. He was a strong proponent of the mainte­
nance of good relations with the Christian community. During the 
1930s, the Chronicle reflected the internal conflicts of much of the 
Jewish community, trying to maintain a middle course. Fearing the 
Nazis, the Chronicle endorsed the anti-Nazi boycott, yet remained 
aloof from the street brawls and other violent tactics the Minutemen 
used against the Nazis. 

Germans first arrived in Newark in the 1830s. In 1833 the first 
German church and aid society were founded and by 1835 there 
were approximately 300 Germans in the city.10 The 1848 German 
revolution brought substantial numbers of Germans to Newark. By 
1879, the community had become influential enough to produce a 
German-born mayor, William H. Fiedler. 

With their industriousness, thrift, and focus on education, Newark's 
Germans established an economically thriving community. Their 
many singing societies and turnvereins (sports clubs) encouraged 
the city's educational system to adopt compulsory music and gym 
classes. Additionally, Newark's first opera house and the Academy 
of Newark were the products of German initiative. 

Germans were the first to challenge Newark's Puritan hegemony. 
The major battle was over Sunday Sabbath observance, which most 
German-Americans eschewed in favor of a day of family relaxation 
and beer and wine drinking. The issue came to a head in 1879 when 
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William H. Fiedler was elected on a platform of non-enforcement of 
the Sunday laws prohibiting alcohol. His opponent, Theodore 
Macknet, on the other hand, was committed to strict enforcement of 
the Sunday laws.11 

World War I brought a halt to the German community's ascen­
dancy in Newark. Anti-German hysteria affected the entire country 
and in Newark, streets with German names were changed and Ger­
mans were discriminated against in employment and housing.12 This 
hysteria had a permanent effect on many Germans, who dropped 
out of German-American organizations and sought to completely 
integrate themselves into American life. 

Another wave of German immigrants came to Newark in the wake 
of World War I. While they helped maintain and invigorate the Ger­
man community, they also brought a heightened nationalistic iden­
tity. Simultaneously, the German population spread from its tradi­
tional neighborhoods, moving west up Springfield Avenue and into 
the suburb of Irvington.13 While Germans who arrived in the nine­
teenth century were escaping undemocratic regimes, those who im­
migrated in the 1920s were fleeing a German economy decimated 
by war, reparations to the victorious allies, and hyperinflation. Many 
were resentful of Jews and angry at the communists. They would 
prove to be fertile ground for Nazi provocateurs. 

Newark's Third Ward working class and small-business owners 
were the first Jews to encounter Nazism, in 1933. The Third Ward 
had once been home of much of the city's German population, but 
Jews gradually replaced the Germans starting in the 1880s. And Af­
rican Americans were a significant minority in the area by the 1930s. 
Springfield Avenue ran through the Third Ward. It was one of 
Newark's main retail shopping streets and a mixed Jewish/German 
area. Many Jews and Germans lived in adjacent neighborhoods along 
Springfield Avenue in Newark and Irvington. Their relations were 
generally cordial. They shopped in each other's stores, lived with 
each other in multiple-family homes, and went to the same schools. 
Relations between the older German settlers and the German Jews, 
communities that had come to America at the same time, were even 
closer. The Essex County branch of the German-Austrian War Veter­
ans, the largest German-American veteran organization, had Jewish 
members. However, once Hitler came to power in January 1933 and 
persecution against Jews in Germany began, relations between Jews 
and Germans in Newark deteriorated. 
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The Minutemen came from the large Eastern European working 
class. They perceived the essence of Nazism and acted accordingly. 
They did not trust the government to protect the Jews. Indeed, they 
believed that Nazism in Newark could only be defeated with iron 
pipes and fists. No rallies, resolutions, picketing, or words of any 
kind would stop the Nazi's lethal hatred of Jews—only force. From 
1933 to 1940 they fought the Nazis in the streets. 

The majority of the German-American population in the Newark 
area avoided Nazism and its bellicose anti-Semitism. However, a 
minority composed mainly of post-World War I immigrants—many 
of whom remained resident aliens and had not sought American citi­
zenship—actively engaged in pro-Nazi activities. They were encour­
aged by a small group of German nationals planted in Newark— 
some as early as the 1920s—as agent provocateurs by the German 
Nazi Party (NSDAP) to set up an American Nazi party. 

These men worked to win over elements of the Newark area's 
German-American community, using ceaseless propaganda, consist­
ing mainly of charges that a Jewish-Communist cabal was running 
the Unites States. Hundreds of agents were sent to cities with large 
German populations to convert the local German Americans to the 
Nazi cause and set up a "fifth column." The German government 
assumed responsibility for this effort in 1933. 

The Friends of the New Germany (Friends) was established to 
further this cause. Newark was one of the Friends' first targets, both 
because of its large German-American population and its proximity 
to New York City, the center of Nazi activity in the United States. 
When the Friends began operating in Newark in the spring of 1933, 
it openly advertised its meetings and anti-Semitic message, a provo­
cation that led to the creation of the Minutemen. 

Although a few German Americans denounced the Nazis, most 
simply did not want to get involved. But Newark and Irvington's 
Eastern European Jews lived cheek-by-jowl with the German com­
munity. They felt threatened by the Nazi presence in their neighbor­
hoods and with the unchecked violence against Jews in Germany. 

They felt even more threatened after learning that the Friends were 
distributing anti-Semitic literature and holding meetings of brown-
shirted men. Unreported by the press, these manifestations elicited 
neither governmental denunciation nor police action. Consequently, 
the Jews determined to protect themselves. Longie Zwillman, 
Newark's most feared Jew, picked the toughest members of his gang 
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for an anti-Nazi organization, the Minutemen. When the Friends of 
the New Germany held its first public meetings in Newark in the fall 
of 1933, the Minutemen attacked them with a fury that was noted 
throughout America. 

An anti-Nazi boycott group, led first by Newark Post 34 of the 
Jewish War Veterans, then by the city's Young Men's Hebrew Club, 
and finally by the NSANL, soon joined Zwillman's anti-Nazi effort. 
Dr. S. William Kalb became boycott chairman of Post 34 in April 
1933. By early 1934, Kalb had formed a personal and organiza­
tional alliance with Nat Arno, Zwillman's designated Minutemen 
commander. Arno and Kalb's organizations proceeded to battle Na­
zism in Newark until 1941. 

The alliance between criminals and aspiring middle-class sons of 
Eastern European immigrants was a remarkable seven-year partner­
ship. It demonstrates once again how America's immigrants are will­
ing to fight against those who threaten the ideals of freedom and 
democracy. 
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Responses to Nazism 
On January 30, 1933 Adolf Hitler became the chancellor of Ger­

many. The next evening, Rabbi Jonah P. Wise, national chairman of 
the Joint Distribution Committee (JDC),1 appeared in Newark to 
plead for funds for Eastern European Jews who faced "starvation con­
ditions and economic pressure [which were reducing them] to an ani­
mal level." Wise made his plea at a regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the Newark Conference of Jewish Charities.2 To 
meet the crisis, the JDC hoped to raise $1.5 million from American 
Jewish communities. Although he mentioned no quota for Newark, 
Wise asked the board to sponsor fund-raising activities to help the 
effort. The board's response was to appoint a committee of five, to 
formulate plans and to "cooperate fully" with the JDC.3 

Rabbi Solomon Foster of Temple B'Nai Jeshurun, Newark's old­
est, wealthiest, and most prestigious congregation, was chosen to 
chair the committee.4 The Newark Conference of Jewish Charities 
was dominated by wealthy, relatively assimilated Jews whose fami­
lies had emigrated from German states, including Moravia and 
Bohemia (now the Czech Republic), in the nineteenth century.5 Many 
belonged to Temple B'Nai Jeshurun. 

The fund-raising campaign for Eastern European Jewry never got 
off the ground because events in Germany turned Jewish attention 
from Eastern to Western Europe. By February, newspapers were re­
porting that an ugly tide of anti-Semitism was sweeping Germany. 
Across the United States, Jews and Christians, collectively and indi­
vidually, voiced solidarity with German Jewry. In Newark, the City 
Commission passed a resolution calling on the German government 
to desist from attacks on Jews. The North Jersey Region of the Ameri­
can Jewish Congress (AJC) and the New Jersey Federation of YM & 
YWHAs (the "Y") sent a resolution to President Franklin Roosevelt 
protesting Nazi excesses.6 

10 
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Newark's English-language Jewish weekly, the Jewish Chronicle, 
on February 17 (in its first editorial notice of Hitler's ascension to 
power), took German Jews to task for "smoothing the road" for Hitler 
by treating his predecessors Heinrich Bruening, Franz von Papen, 
and Kurt von Schleicher with tolerance "and even flattery."7 In the 
same issue, the Chronicle reported that at an event honoring Meyer 
Ellenstein, a newly appointed Newark commissioner, Rabbi Julius 
Silberfeld of Temple B'Nai Abraham lauded Ellenstein's rise to promi­
nence from humble beginnings as a tribute to democracy and con­
trasted it with a recent speech by Hitler condemning democracy.8 

Across the nation, Jewish groups discussed how to respond to 
Nazi actions. The AJC called a March 19 meeting, which was at­
tended by 1,500 delegates from national and local Jewish organiza­
tions. It was decided to hold anti-Nazi protest rallies in Jewish com­
munities throughout the country on Monday, March 27. In Newark, 
Samuel I. Kessler, a prominent attorney and president of the Newark 
Y, called a meeting to discuss the city's participation. He appointed 
a committee, composed mainly of Conference of Jewish Charities 
board members, to organize the rally. The committee added repre­
sentatives from Newark Jewish groups to ensure that the rally com­
mittee represented a cross-section of the Jewish community.9 How­
ever, it soon became apparent that some Newark Jewish constituen­
cies were either excluded or under-represented. 

The rally was scheduled for the 1,800-seat Fuld Hall at the New­
ark Y, located near the city's center. Participants would include not 
only Jewish groups but also Protestant and Catholic representatives. 
William Untermann, president of Newark's Ezekiel Lodge of B'Nai 
Brith, said that his group was generally opposed to mass meetings, 
preferring that "responsible Jewish leaders" meet with representa­
tives of the German and American governments. He was, however, 
in favor of the rally. 10 The position of national B'Nai Brith mirrored 
that of the American Jewish Committee in its preference for behind-
the-scenes diplomacy. Neither group supported the March 27 rallies. 

Uninvited, Newark's Communist Party organization, a group with 
many Jewish members, decided to stage its own protest rally on 
April 2 at Newark's Krueger Auditorium, a popular venue for Jew­
ish and left-wing meetings. Other participants in this event were 
Communist- affiliated groups such as the Russian Mutual Aid Soci­
ety, the Slovak Worker's Society, the Unemployed Council, the In­
ternational Workers Society, International Labor Defense, and the 
Jack London Society.11 
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Representatives of twelve Newark-area Jewish youth groups, feel­
ing excluded from the March 27 event, met at the office of Assem­
blyman Herman Blank and made plans for their own anti-Nazi rally 
on April 2. This would protest the treatment of German Jewish stu­
dents and young professionals. This was unacceptable to the orga­
nizers of the Y rally, since it would nullify their objective of a uni­
fied Jewish response. Assemblyman Blank was called to a meeting 
with Joseph Kraemer, the North Jersey AJC president and chairman 
of the Y rally committee. Under pressure, Blank agreed to cancel the 
youth rally. He told the press that the youth groups would take part 
in the Y rally because "I believe the demonstration will be more 
effective if young and old hold hands."12 

The rally was taken seriously by all segments of Newark's Jewish 
population. Schochtim, who slaughter animals in accordance with 
the Jewish laws of kashrut, vowed to fast all day on March 27, to 
stop work at 4 PM, and to attend a special service at Adas Israel Syna­
gogue on Prince Street. Newark Post 34 of the Jewish War Veterans 
of America (JWV) said it would forward to the British Embassy in 
Washington a resolution asking that Great Britain temporarily set 
aside the quota restriction on immigration to Palestine. Edward Fenias, 
a Newark lawyer and president of the New Jersey Institute of Social 
Research, called upon members of Kappa Delta legal fraternity at 
Mercer Beasley Law School (which became part of Rutgers Newark 
Law School in 1937) to support the rally and described the "present 
orgy of Hitlerism as a moral pagan reversion."13 

The day of the rally, many Jews fasted and attended prayer ser­
vices. That evening over 2,000 people filled Fuld Hall, with another 
1,000 outside listening on loudspeakers. Mayor Jerome T Congleton 
declared that as the "chief executive of Newark, I wish to add my 
protest to yours. Reports from Germany fill our souls with indigna­
tion. We not only protest but revolt against such deeds." Rev. Dr. 
Benjamin Washburn, Episcopal bishop of Newark, added his pro­
test and praised "the tremendous power of such protest meetings" 
held throughout the country. Eugene Kinkead, a former congress­
man and Catholic lay leader, pledged the Catholic Church's support 
for Germany's beleaguered Jews. The two congressmen represent­
ing the Newark area, Frederick R. Lehlbach and Fred Hartley, also 
decried Nazi persecution. 

Michael A. Stavitsky, vice president of the Conference of Jewish 
Charities, emphasized that Jews had survived "many Hitlers" and 
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would again. In attendance were the rabbis from Newark's three 
non-Orthodox synagogues, Rabbi Foster of B'Nai Jeshurun, Rabbi 
Silberfeld of B'Nai Abraham, and Rabbi Leo Lang of Oheb Sholem. 
The sole representative of the over thirty Orthodox synagogues was 
Rabbi Joseph Konvitz, of Congregation Anshe Russia, who spoke to 
the crowd in Yiddish.14 

The rally resulted in a resolution demanding cessation of anti-
Semitic propaganda; abandonment of the Nazi policy of discrimina­
tion and economic exclusion of Jews from German life; proper pro­
tection of Jewish life and property by the German government; and 
protection for the 200,000 Eastern European Jews who had fled to 
Germany to escape persecution and starvation. President Roosevelt 
was asked to place the resolution before the German government. 

Other rallies took place on March 27 in Chicago, Paris, and in 
New York City, where over 22,000 filled Madison Square Garden 
while 25,000 more outside listened to Governor Alfred E. Smith and 
Senator Robert Wagner.15 The Newark Star Eagle editorialized that 
the rallies in Newark, New York, and elsewhere were part of a moral 
duty "to protest against brutality and stupid hatred."16 

The sudden and intense Nazi persecution of Jews in Germany 
evoked the reaction that culminated in the March 27 rallies. But over 
the next five-and-a-half years, until Kristallnacht in November 1938, 
there would be no other such interdenominational mass action in 
Newark on behalf of German Jewry. Throughout America, the De­
pression, isolationism, latent anti-Semitism, and fear of communism, 
muted Christian opposition to atrocities against Jews. Thus, with few 
exceptions, the burden of the anti-Nazi struggle, both in Newark 
and across America, was borne by Jews. 

By the end of the first year of Nazi rule in Germany, Newark's 
Jews had countered with five responses: commitment by Jewish or­
ganizations to a boycott against German goods; financial support 
from Jewish groups to help impoverished German Jews either live 
in Germany or emigrate; rallies and petitions to influence the 
American government to act against Nazi persecution of Jews; 
agitation to allow persecuted Jews unrestricted access to Pales­
tine; and violence against the Friends of the New Germany, an 
American Nazi organization. 

The boycott against German goods enabled Newark's Jews to 
strike a direct blow at Nazi Germany. Since the boycott campaign 
was international, it had the potential to promote solidarity among 
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Jews throughout America and all over the world. Indeed, the partici­
pation of all Jewish organizations in Newark could bridge the gulf 
separating "establishment" Jews from first-and second-generation 
Eastern European Jews. By the end of 1933 the boycott effort in 
Newark was well underway, as it was in other American cities. 

Fundraising for endangered Jews in Europe was another impor­
tant response. The Newark Conference of Jewish Charities was a 
leader in this regard, raising tens of thousands of dollars. Since an­
cestors and relatives of many conference board members came from 
German-speaking lands, they had a familial sympathy for their breth­
ren in Germany. Eastern European Jews also participated in 
fundraising, often through landsmanshaftn and other benevolent and 
fraternal orders. Landsmanshaftn, sometimes called KUVs, were 
immigrant hometown associations that provided health and death 
benefits to members and their families, financed by monthly dues.17 

Rallies, mass meetings, and petitions were outlets for the anger 
and frustration of Newark's Jews and had the potential to influence 
public opinion against Nazism. They generated press coverage in 
Newark's two dailies, both of which had a predominantly Christian 
readership. The participation of political leaders could influence gov­
ernment policy against the Nazis. Also, some of these rallies and mass 
meetings enlisted the aid of sympathetic Christian clergy and lay lead­
ers who had access to large and/or influential Christian audiences. 

Physical violence against Nazi events in Newark and its suburbs 
had positive effects on the struggle against domestic Nazism. To 
first and second-generation Jews in Newark's Third Ward,18 attacks 
on Nazis were a morale booster. Impotent in the face of the Depression 
and anti-Semitism abroad, these residents were elated that Jewish men 
from their neighborhood, frequently relatives or friends, were confront­
ing the Friends of the New Germany. This was particularly so since the 
Friends were staging anti-Semitic rallies adjacent to Jewish homes 
and businesses. Other Jews in the Newark area were proud of the 
fighters and viewed them as embodying Jewish manhood. 

Violence against the Friends and their sympathizers had a salu­
tary effect. Nazis in Newark and Irvington, a city adjacent to New­
ark, were less likely to hold events close to the Third Ward. The 
threat of violence discouraged active membership in the Friends and 
later in the German-American Bund. Additionally, the fear of vio­
lence prevented the Friends from engaging in hostile incursions 
against Jewish businesses in the Third Ward. 
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The sum total of these responses was impressive. The Jewish com­
munity of Newark, from the establishment (living in upper Clinton 
Hill, southern Weequahic, or in the suburbs of South Orange and 
East Orange) to the working-class residents of Prince Street, recog­
nized the threat of Nazism. The establishment, secure in its financial 
and social positions, was dismissive of the Friends of the New Ger­
many, viewing them as a small group of crackpots. Most were con­
cerned about the fate of European Jews, especially those in Ger­
many. Newark's Eastern European Jews worried about friends and 
relatives abroad, but were equally concerned with domestic Nazism. 
They had less faith than their wealthy co-religionists in the willing­
ness of the police and government to prevent anti-Semitic outbreaks. 

* * * 

The spring of 1933 saw a spate of repressive measures against 
German Jews: on April 1 a one-day, nationwide boycott against Jew­
ish businesses occurred; April 7 saw quotas applied to the number 
of Jewish students allowed in institutions of higher learning and laws 
prohibiting Jews from working in government offices; on April 21 
ritual slaughter was prohibited; and on May 10 books by Jewish 
authors were publicly burned. 

The American Jewish response to these outrages was a boycott 
against German goods, shipping, and services. The first call for the 
boycott was made on March 19, 1933 by the national JWV.19 The 
New Jersey JWV endorsed the boycott on April 23 at its annual 
convention in Atlantic City.20 Newark Post 34, of the JWV acted 
immediately and appointed Dr. S. William Kalb, a popular activist 
physician, its boycott chairman.21 

In May, Dr. Abraham Coralnik, an editor of the Yiddish language 
daily Der Tog (the Day), founded the American League for the De­
fense of Jewish Rights. A national organization, it was established to 
pursue the boycott. Congressman— and soon-to-be New York City 
mayor— Fiorello LaGuardia, and Samuel Untermyer, an international 
lawyer and former advisor to President Woodrow Wilson,22 addressed 
its organizational meeting. The league's formation was well publi­
cized and received a prompt offer of help from the Young Men's 
Hebrew Club of Newark. 

The Hebrew Club was one of the founding organizations (in 1924) 
of the Y It had originally been a sports club but then became a social 
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club as well, as the popularity and prowess of its basketball team 
attracted youngsters of both sexes. The Hebrew Club left the Y in 
1933 for its own location on Clinton Avenue. In a May 17, 1933 
letter to the league, the club described itself as an organization of 
more than 400 young men and women over twenty-one. The letter 
included the text of a resolution passed the previous night pledging 
to be "100 percent behind the league" in its struggle to take effec­
tive measures against Hitler, and promising to establish a committee 
to cooperate fully with the league "to help enforce the boycott in 
Newark." The league wrote back two weeks later that it would send 
a representative to Newark to organize a branch there.23 

The Hebrew Club invited more than fifty Jewish fraternal organi­
zations to its facility to meet with Coralnik to create a Newark chap­
ter of the league. In addition to pursuing the boycott, the new group 
agreed to petition England and the League of Nations to allow un­
impeded Jewish immigration to Palestine. The president of the He­
brew Club, the Newark Zionist leader Sholem Lipis, announced that 
it was contributing $25 to meet the league's expenses and would 
solicit other organizations.24 

Meanwhile the league sent its secretary, Maurice Firth, to Newark 
to meet with "prominent and not so prominent leaders" to enlist fi­
nancial support and membership for the league's Newark chapter. 
One of those contacted was Kessler, who supported the league boy­
cott but objected to fundraising on the grounds that it would divert 
funds from other Jewish charitable campaigns. Firth also contacted 
the Y's executive director, Dr. Aaron G. Robison, who promised to 
acquaint Louis Bamberger, Newark's outstanding philanthropist and 
merchant, with "what is being done." A meeting was scheduled for 
October 23 at the Y. Firth asserted that "boycott sentiment is very 
strong here and a powerful body of young men have been doing a lot 
of effective work. They are rather tired of the local stand-pat leaders."25 

In October there were meetings between national league leaders 
and the JWV. But J. George Fredman, the JWV's National Com­
mander and a member of the league's national board, despaired that 
individual and class antipathies would make such cooperation diffi­
cult. 26 Fredman actively sought both JWV and general support for 
the October 23 meeting. Kalb, speaking for the Newark JWV, went 
even further, calling for the creation of a Central Jewish Committee: 

The time has come when all Jewish forces must combine their actions in all Jewish 
critical activities in order to cope with the boycott movement in a more systematic 
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manner. The amalgamation of such organizations as the American Jewish Congress, the 
League for the Defense of Jewish Rights and the American Jewish Committee is 
imperative.27 

Kalb and other members of an organizational sub-committee pre­
pared a report describing the boycott as the only weapon that could 
restore the rights of those who could not defend themselves from 
the Nazi government's oppression. The new committee would in­
clude men and women who were "motivated by American traditions 
and ideals" and desired to help carry out the boycott.28 

It is significant that one of the three paragraphs describing the 
"purpose of the committee" was concerned that "no innocent Ger­
man-American storekeeper or manufacturer" should suffer from the 
boycott.29 Eastern-European Jews and Gentile German-Americans 
in the Third Ward and in Irvington lived in the same neighborhoods 
and often shopped in each other's stores. In 1933, relations between 
the two groups were still correct, if not friendly, and a boycott against 
German-American concerns could have resulted in a counter-boy­
cott of Jewish stores by German-Americans. Indeed, within a year 
this scenario was realized. 

Kalb's hope for a Central Jewish Committee was not realized at 
the October 23 meeting. According to Firth's notes, the meeting "was 
extremely fine and enthusiastic and some of the leading Jews in 
Newark were there." Fredman spoke on the league's aims, but because 
of his preliminary meetings he thought it inadvisable to mention a cam­
paign or funds. A special committee, which included Rabbi Foster and 
Kessler, was appointed to make "Christian contacts." Local leaders prom­
ised to cover set-up expenses. Kalb was appointed secretary,30 and 
Michael A. Stavitsky,31 newly elected president of the Newark Confer­
ence of Jewish Charities, agreed to chair the league's Newark chapter. 

League headquarters in New York pressed Stavitsky to delineate 
how his chapter would interact with New York and how much money 
Newark could supply the national group. The enormous responsi­
bilities of the Conference of Jewish Charities compelled Stavitsky to 
resign the presidency of the league by the end of 1933, however, 
before he could address these issues. Kalb assumed leadership of it, 
without the title of president, and led the Newark boycott movement 
until 1940, when the group disbanded. The end of 1933 also saw 
changes at the national level, with Untermyer succeeding Coralnik 
as president. Untermyer changed the group's name to the Non Sec­
tarian Anti-Nazi League (NSANL). 
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The AJC joined the American boycott in retaliation for an April 1 
Nazi boycott of German Jewish businesses. Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, 
a founder and leader of the AJC from 1923 to his death in 1949, 
assumed a leading role in the American effort.32 The World Jewish 
Conference (forerunner to the World Jewish Congress), of which 
Wise was also leader, endorsed the boycott at its annual convention in 
Zurich in September 1933 (by that time, boycott committees had al­
ready been organized in Great Britain, France, Poland, Belgium, Mexico, 
and Canada).33 Wise bitterly criticized Jews who made commercial 
arrangements with the Nazi government.34 In Newark, the New Jersey 
AJC endorsed the boycott at its state convention in late November.35 

Newark's almost forty landsmanshaftn were ardent supporters of 
the boycott. The largest two were the Israel KUV and the Erste 
Bershader KUV, and both supplied leaders of Newark's chapter of 
the League for the Defense of Human Rights and its successor, the 
NSANL. In response to a request from the league's national office, 
the Israel KUV—at its June 15, 1933 meeting—appointed a three-
man coordinating committee to work with the league. Five months 
later, the KUV committee reported back to its membership that the 
boycott in Newark was underway and that funds were needed. A 
$50 donation was made to the league's Newark chapter, the first of 
many contributions that the Israel KUV made to the boycott effort.36 

Adherence to the boycott was a theme of a September 24 memo­
rial service for victims of Nazi persecution sponsored by the Erste 
Bershader KUV and Newark Post 34 of the JWV Kalb was the event's 
organizer and chair. Several thousand came to the Mosque Theater 
to hear acting New Jersey Governor Emerson L. Richards, Congress­
man Peter Cavicchia, and Rabbis Foster and Joseph Konvitz, among 
others. Fredman predicted that German industry would be paralyzed 
within a year "if the boycott remained as operative as it is now."37 

Newark's Universalist Church of the Redeemer 38 also supported 
the boycott. Dr. Sherwood Eddy, a nationally known author and lec­
turer, encouraged such support at the Church's Community Forum, 
a venue for lectures and debates on contemporary subjects. The 
Forum's organizer was the minister of the church, Rev. L. Hamilton 
Garner, who also endorsed the boycott. Garner, very popular in the 
Jewish community, was well known for his liberal views and for 
inviting controversial speakers to the Forum.39 

* * * 
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Another early response to Nazism was to give material aid to 
threatened European Jews, and, when possible, help them emigrate. 
By May 1933, the Newark Conference of Jewish Charities aban­
doned its plans for a fund-raising effort for Eastern European Jews 
because of the greater peril faced by Jews in Germany. The 
conference's decision to mount a fundraising campaign for German 
Jewry came after hearing a report from Jonah B. Wise, chairman of 
the JDC, who had just returned from a fact-finding trip to Germany. 

The campaign's opening rally took place on June 12, 1933 at the 
Y. Louis Bamberger, founder of L. Bamberger, Newark's largest 
department store, and Newark's foremost Jewish philanthropist, was 
chairman of the event, and Kessler and Stavitsky were on the com­
mittee.40 Endorsements came from the American Jewish Commit­
tee, B'Nai Brith, and the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
(the umbrella organization of Reform synagogues). Protestant clergy, 
including Dean Arthur Dumper of Trinity Cathedral (Episcopalian), 
one of Newark's most historic and influential Protestant churches, 
also joined in planning the event.41 

Soon after, the fundraising leadership met at the Progress Club, a 
private Jewish businessman's club favored by members of Newark's 
Jewish establishment. Stavitsky set a campaign goal of $200,000. 
Bamberger immediately contributed $25,000. The campaign's open­
ing dinner at the Essex House, Newark's premier hotel and catering 
facility, raised another $20,000. Rabbi Jonah Wise reported that on 
his trip to Germany he had seen one million people assemble on 
May Day to hear Nazi speeches. He added that most Jewish children 
did not go to school, and the few who did were so harassed that they 
could not learn. He was pessimistic about the possibility of eradicat­
ing anti-Semitism in Germany in the near future and felt that money 
raised by the campaign should be used to help Jews leave Germany.42 

The campaign was to have ended on June 22, but it was extended 
another few days because only $47,500 had been raised. New York 
City had already raised $600,000 out of its goal of $1,000,000. The 
final figure for Newark was approximately $50,000,43 only a quar­
ter of the goal set. Nevertheless, it was a respectable sum, exceeding 
the amount raised by the Newark Conference of Jewish Charities for 
1933. 

Other groups also raised funds and held rallies for German Jews. 
The "United Front Conference Against German Fascism," a Com­
munist group, met on April 30 to plan such an event.44 Dr. Frank 
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Kingdon of Calvary Methodist Episcopal Church in East Orange 
was the speaker at a rally for German Jews sponsored by the 
Workman's Circle and other Zionist, Socialist and Jewish labor groups 
at the Workmen's Circle Lyceum in Newark. Kingdon said fascism 
was an "outgrowth of unfair terms of the Versailles Treaty." He de­
plored attacks on Jews and condemned racial, religious, and national 
prejudice.45 Stavitsky, concerned about duplication of effort, recom­
mended that organizations and individuals planning relief drives for 
German Jews unite "for greater efficiency and less confusion."46 

Jewish organizations formed or expanded in response to Nazism. 
They hoped a stronger Jewish voice in America would influence 
Washington to put pressure on Germany to ease its persecution of 
Jews. The AJC, which had functioned through regional groups, now 
sought to organize in every Jewish community in the country. New­
ark had one of the first city chapters. On May 11, over 1,000 people 
came to the Newark School for Fine and Industrial Arts for the first 
meeting of the Newark District Office of the AJC, at which Judge 
Joseph Siegler, president of the New Jersey AJC, presided.47 Siegler 
was soon elected president of the Newark district. Two months later 
a Newark Women's Division of the congress was organized. Its first 
meeting, on July 11, was a rally in defense of Jewish rights abroad, 
with Judge Siegler the speaker.48 

In early July, Abraham Silverstein, a writer for the Jewish Chronicle 
and correspondent for the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, formed the 
Newark Commencement in Absentia League. The purpose of this 
organization was to hold commencement exercises "in absentia" for 
German-Jewish students who had not been permitted to receive their 
diplomas or degrees. The committee's first graduation was held at 
the "Y" on July 12, 1933. The event's theme was Nazi persecution 
in the fields of culture, science, and education. A resolution was 
passed: "To assail vigorously the spread to these shores of the vi­
cious and poisonous propaganda of Nazism." It was sent to the State 
Department, the German Student Federation, AJC, American Jewish 
Committee, and B'Nai Brith.49 These graduations would be held 
every year throughout the 1930s. 

* * * 

Zionism was an important factor in Newark's response to Nazism. 
From 1933 until 1940, Zionists argued for the unrestricted immigra-
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tion to Palestine of persecuted European Jews. The Order of the Sons 
of Zion, a national fraternal Zionist organization, was the strongest 
Zionist group in Newark. At the national convention in Long Branch 
in July 1933, members voted to support the boycott of German goods 
by the American League for the Defense of Jewish Rights and to 
establish a Jewish commonwealth in Palestine.50 

Liberal Christian clergy participated in the debate on Zionism, as 
they had in the boycott. Kingdon organized an October 19 inter-
faith seminar of Catholics, Protestants, and Jews at which Rev. Dr. 
John Hayes Holmes, a well- known New York liberal, advised all 
Jews to leave Germany because its youth were being taught hatred 
of Jews. Rabbi Stephen Wise advised Jews to remain rather than 
forsake a heritage of centuries because of the "present regime of 
hatred and hysteria." 

Although Catholic clergy were invited to the seminar, none ap­
peared, causing Bishop Washburn of the Episcopal Diocese of New­
ark to remark: "I am sorry there is no one speaking at this luncheon 
representing the Catholic communion."51 The absence of Catholics 
at the seminar is not surprising. The ambivalent papal attitude to­
ward Nazism and Judaism, as compared to its attitude of hatred of 
communism, was shared by the predominantly Irish clergy of New­
ark.52 Throughout the pre-war period, with few notable exceptions, 
Catholic clergy were loathe and, in some cases, forbidden to appear 
at Newark interfaith gatherings where Nazism, Judaism, or religious 
pluralism was to be discussed. 

* * * 

Among the African-American community of Newark there was 
little if any response to either the plight of German Jews or the ap­
pearance in Newark of the Friends of the New Germany. Although 
12,000 African Americans lived in the Third Ward along with 15,000 
Jews, the two communities lived in separate worlds. 

Until World War I there were fewer than 10,000 African Ameri­
cans in Newark. Employment was plentiful, although mostly in the 
personal service sphere. World War I brought demand for labor in 
Newark and African Americans migrated there from the South to 
find jobs in manufacturing and industry. From 1915 to 1920 the 
number of African Americans in Newark increased from 9,400 to 
16,997. During the 1920s, African Americans continued to migrate 
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to Newark to both escape oppression in the South and to find jobs in 
Newark's expanding economy. Housing discrimination forced Afri­
can Americans to cluster in a few of the worst areas in Newark, 
particularly the Third Ward. They moved into dilapidated tenements 
in the ward that had been abandoned first by the Germans and then by 
the Jews. Much of this housing lacked electricity, running water, 
and indoor toilets.53 

Similar to the German Jews, attitudes towards their Eastern Euro­
pean brethren, older Newark African-American residents resented 
the influx of their southern brethren, complaining that the new arriv­
als "didn't know how to act." Lacking the resources of the German-
Jews, the older African Americans made little effort to aid new arriv­
als. African-American churches, traditionally providers of social ser­
vices, could not keep up with the needs of their poor.54 

Dr. Clement A. Price, Newark's scholar on the African-American 
experience, states that Newark was in many respects a "Jim Crow 
City" during the 1930s. Downtown theaters had special African-
American sections; private clubs had white only policies; stores re­
fused to hire African-American personnel; city pools run with tax­
payers dollars were closed to African Americans except on a segre­
gated basis, and African-American children were refused admission 
to camps run by the Community Chest.55 

Despite the poverty of many Third Ward Eastern European Jews, 
they faced few of the economic, social, and political liabilities of 
their African-American neighbors. For most of these Jews, the Afri­
can Americans could be customers in their stores or tenants in their 
buildings, but not equals in any sense of the word. For their part, Afri­
can Americans viewed the Jews as part of a system that exploited them. 

* * * 

Emboldened by Hitler's early success, Nazis and their sympathiz­
ers began to congregate in public in large American cities with Ger­
man-American populations. Organized by agents sent from Germany, 
and operating with the support of the German Consulate in New 
York City, the Friends of the New Germany (Friends) appeared in 
cities throughout America. An Associated Press dispatch from De­
troit on March 22, 1933 reported that Hans Spanknoebel, the Friends 
leader, was Hitler's personal propagandist in America. His title was 
"Leader of the Hitler Movement in the United States."56 Spanknoebel 
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called himself Führer and instructed his followers to do the same. 
He would soon be famous in Newark. The Newark branch of the 
Friends became one of the largest in the country. 

The first meeting of the Newark Friends took place on April 16, 
1933 at Schwabenhalle, a meeting hall for German-American soci­
eties on Springfield Avenue, one mile west of the heart of the Third 
Ward. The approximately 100 people in attendance heard Frederick 
Weigand, who had recently returned from Germany, speak glow­
ingly of the Hitler movement. Plans were made to hold monthly 
meetings.57 

An anti-Semitic incident had occurred a month earlier at an un­
likely venue, the Y, during a symposium organized by youth groups 
to discuss the status of Jews under the Nazi government. After Harry 
Jacobs, national quartermaster of the JWV, urged the young people 
to cooperate in the boycott against German-made goods, Richard 
Krueger, former commander of the German-Austrian War Veterans 
and an invited guest, replied that the boycott might injure Jewish 
interests and, in any event, would not force Hitler out of office. Fur­
ther, he advised the Jews "to draw a sharp line of distinction be­
tween themselves and the Communists," which he said had many 
Jewish leaders. "The present situation came about because Germany 
had to choose between Bolshevism and Nationalism," Krueger said. 

When Krueger sat down, a dozen people sprang to their feet. Dr. 
Jacob Polevski, a Labor Zionist, asserted "taken individually and 
collectively the Fatherland never had a more devoted body of citi­
zens, in peace or war, than the Jews." Benjamin Epstein, 58 who had 
recently abandoned his medical studies at the University of Goettingen 
because of anti-Semitism, pointed out that about 600,000 Jews lived 
in Germany, whereas the German Communist party had a member­
ship of 14 million, all of voting age. Krueger did not reply.59 

Soon after Krueger's remarks at the Y, posters in Newark and 
Irvington announced a Friends rally for Hitler on May 28 at Mont­
gomery Hall (a common meeting place in Irvington for German 
groups). This advance notice, unlike the April 16 Friends meeting in 
Newark, provided opportunity for planning an anti-Nazi action. 

On the evening of May 28, 400 people gathered in Irvington to 
hear Nazi speakers. Forty-five uniformed Nazi sailors from the crew 
of the Hamburg-American liner Hamburg were present. At 8:30, a 
fleet of taxis arrived with more than forty members of Newark's 
Young Communist League and their supporters. Some of them un-
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furled banners denouncing Hitler. Others threw rocks at the hall. 
There were shouts of "Down with Hitler!" When a group of the 
Friends went outside to see what was happening, they were attacked. 
Not expecting trouble, the Irvington Police had assigned only one 
patrolman to the event, and when violence erupted the patrolman 
called headquarters for reinforcements. Thirty-five police were soon 
at the scene with riot guns and tear gas. They arrived too late for 
Hans Dreher of Newark and Albert Kappler of Union. It took five 
stitches to close Dreher's facial cut and Kappler suffered nose and 
lip contusions.60 

The police reinforcements broke up the melee, menacing the crowd 
with nightsticks and ordering them to "keep moving!" Order was 
quickly restored. There were only two arrests: Albert Woods (a pseud­
onym), the action's organizer, who gave the Newark Unemploy­
ment League (a communist organization) as his address,61 and Ruth 
Miller, who protested Woods' arrest. After the two were booked and 
released on $100 bail, Ruth Miller said, "I was there protesting against 
fascism in Germany and protesting against the birth of fascism in 
America."62 At their trial a week later in Irvington Police Court, Woods 
and Miller were found guilty of disorderly conduct. The judge, how­
ever, suspended their sentences, telling them they were misguided 
and unwise to stage the demonstration.63 

After this conflict, Newark's communists established the German 
Worker's Club, an organization composed of German-American 
communists and Jews. The group picketed and passed out anti-Nazi 
literature at Friends meetings. However, the club soon dissolved as 
Nazis threatened violence against the German-Americans in their 
neighborhoods and workplaces.64 

Although the communists were the first Newark group to use vio­
lence against the Nazis, after this early encounter, the Minutemen 
assumed the role of intimidators of local Nazis. 

* * * 

The Friends announced a celebration on September 31 at 
Schwabenhalle marking the eighty-fifth birthday of German Presi­
dent Paul von Hindenburg, commander in chief of the German armies 
in World War I. The Friends local leader, Albert Schley, and national 
leader Fritz Gissibl were to speak, and the German Consul General 
in New York, Dr. Hans Borchers, was to be a guest of honor. To 
stress the non-confrontational nature of the event, a memorial ser-
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vice for the war dead of all nations and musical entertainment were 
to follow the speeches.65 

Third Ward Jewish residents and merchants were nervous. Signs 
in German with swastikas on them had been tacked on trees in Ger­
man areas adjacent to Springfield Avenue, a thoroughfare lined with 
Jewish businesses. Rumors of late-night meetings of men in Nazi 
uniforms proliferated. The constant outrages against Jews in Ger­
many were given prominence in the Newark dailies, the Newark 
Evening News and the Newark Star Eagle, as well as the weekly 
Jewish Chronicle. For the many Yiddish-speaking Newarkers, the 
Daily Forward and Der Tog delivered the same sad news. First- and 
second-generation Eastern European Jews envisioned imminent 
threats to their lives and property. 

It is not known whether Abner "Longie" Zwillman was approached 
by others to intervene against the Friends of the New Germany or 
undertook the responsibility on his own. Prior to the Hindenburg 
celebration at Schwabenhalle, Zwillman called a meeting of about a 
dozen of the toughest members of his Third Ward Gang, including 
Hymie "The Weasel" Kugel, Julius "Skinny" Markowitz, Harry 
Green, Harry Sanders, Max Leipzig, "Primo" Weiner, and the ex-
boxers Nat Arno and Abie Bain.66 A plan was devised to halt the 
upcoming Nazi celebration by attacking the attendees. 

Prior to the rally members of the gang wrapped iron pipes in news­
papers and hid them in a dark alley adjacent to Schwabenhalle. A 
guard watched the cache as 300 Friends of the New Germany, many 
in Nazi uniforms, filed into the hall. Zwillman's men did not arrive 
until the program had started. They picked up their weapons from 
the alley, being careful to conceal them from the small contingent of 
police guarding the front door. 

Nat Arno went to the back of Schwabenhalle and tossed stench 
bombs through a second-floor window into the auditorium where 
the meeting was taking place. Pandemonium broke loose. As some 
of the Friends rushed down the stairway into the street, Hymie Kugel, 
screamed "Look what they did to me!" While the police ran to his 
aid, the other gang members rushed the hall and attacked the Nazis. 
Having created the necessary diversion, Kugel escaped by outrun­
ning the police. By the time the police returned to the hall, all of 
Zwillman's men had fled the scene.67 

Three Nazis were injured—Fred Riddel and Joseph Hamann of 
Newark and William Van Der Heide of Union. A reporter from the 


