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The Macat Library

The Macat Library is a series of unique academic explorations of seminal works in the humanities and social sciences – books and papers that have had a significant and widely recognised impact on their disciplines. It has been created to serve as much more than just a summary of what lies between the covers of a great book. It illuminates and explores the influences on, ideas of, and impact of that book. Our goal is to offer a learning resource that encourages critical thinking and fosters a better, deeper understanding of important ideas.

Each publication is divided into three Sections: Influences, Ideas, and Impact. Each Section has four Modules. These explore every important facet of the work, and the responses to it.

This Section-Module structure makes a Macat Library book easy to use, but it has another important feature. Because each Macat book is written to the same format, it is possible (and encouraged!) to cross-reference multiple Macat books along the same lines of inquiry or research. This allows the reader to open up interesting interdisciplinary pathways.

To further aid your reading, lists of glossary terms and people mentioned are included at the end of this book (these are indicated by an asterisk [*] throughout) – as well as a list of works cited.

Macat has worked with the University of Cambridge to identify the elements of critical thinking and understand the ways in which six different skills combine to enable effective thinking.

Three allow us to fully understand a problem; three more give us the tools to solve it. Together, these six skills make up the

PACIER model of critical thinking. They are:

ANALYSIS – understanding how an argument is built

EVALUATION – exploring the strengths and weaknesses of an argument

INTERPRETATION – understanding issues of meaning

CREATIVE THINKING – coming up with new ideas and fresh connections

PROBLEM-SOLVING – producing strong solutions

REASONING – creating strong arguments

To find out more, visit WWW.MACAT.COM.


Critical Thinking and Bloodlands

Primary critical thinking skill: EVALUATION

Secondary critical thinking skill: REASONING

A flagbearer for the increasingly fashionable genre of “transnational history,” Timothy Snyder’s Bloodlands is, first and foremost, a stunning example of the critical thinking skill of evaluation. Snyder’s linguistic precocity allows him to cite evidence in 10 languages, putting fresh twists on the familiar story of World War II fighting on the Eastern Front from 1941-45. In doing so, he works to humanize the estimated 14 million people who lost their lives as their lands were fought over repeatedly by the Nazis and their Soviet opponents.

Snyder also works to link more closely the atrocities committed by Hitler and Stalin, which he insists are far too often viewed in isolation. He focuses heavily on the adequacy and relevance of his evidence, but he also uses the materials he has culled from so many different archives as fuel for an exemplary work of reasoning, forcing readers to confront the grim realities that lie behind terms such as ‘cannibalism’ and ‘liquidation.’ In consequence, Bloodlands has emerged, only a few years after its publication, as one of the seminal works of its era, one that is key to Holocaust studies, genocide studies and area studies, and to sociology as well as to history. A masterly work of literature as well as of history, Bloodlands will continue to be read for decades.


ABOUT THE AUTHOR OF THE ORIGINAL WORK

US historian Timothy Snyder is recognized as one of the world’s leading experts on Eastern European history.

Born in 1969 in Dayton, Ohio, Snyder wrote his doctoral thesis at Oxford University in England, learning a number of Eastern and Central European languages at the same time. Snyder’s writing career soon took off, and it was Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin (2010) that really sealed his reputation as an historian. Currently a professor at Yale University, Snyder is often called on to air his views as a political pundit. His views remain controversial – with some accusing him of anti-Russian bias – but he works with various institutions that foster international understanding, such as the International Commission for the Evaluation of the Crimes of the Nazi and Soviet Regimes in Lithuania.


ABOUT THE AUTHOR OF THE ANALYSIS

Dr Helen Roche teaches history at the University of Cambridge, where her work focuses on education and the uses of classicism in Nazi Germany. Her second monograph, The Third Reich’s Elite Schools: A History of the Napolas, is forthcoming from the Oxford University Press.



ABOUT MACAT


GREAT WORKS FOR CRITICAL THINKING

Macat is focused on making the ideas of the world’s great thinkers accessible and comprehensible to everybody, everywhere, in ways that promote the development of enhanced critical thinking skills.

It works with leading academics from the world’s top universities to produce new analyses that focus on the ideas and the impact of the most influential works ever written across a wide variety of academic disciplines. Each of the works that sit at the heart of its growing library is an enduring example of great thinking. But by setting them in context – and looking at the influences that shaped their authors, as well as the responses they provoked – Macat encourages readers to look at these classics and game-changers with fresh eyes. Readers learn to think, engage and challenge their ideas, rather than simply accepting them.




‘Macat offers an amazing first-of-its-kind tool for interdisciplinary learning and research. Its focus on works that transformed their disciplines and its rigorous approach, drawing on the world’s leading experts and educational institutions, opens up a world-class education to anyone.’

Andreas Schleicher

Director for Education and Skills Organisation for Economic

Co-operation and Development

‘Macat is taking on some of the major challenges in university education … They have drawn together a strong team of active academics who are producing teaching materials that are novel in the breadth of their approach.’

Prof Lord Broers

former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge

‘The Macat vision is exceptionally exciting. It focuses upon new modes of learning which analyse and explain seminal texts which have profoundly influenced world thinking and so social and economic development. It promotes the kind of critical thinking which is essential for any society and economy. This is the learning of the future.’

Rt Hon Charles Clarke, former UK Secretary of State for Education

‘The Macat analyses provide immediate access to the critical conversation surrounding the books that have shaped their respective discipline, which will make them an invaluable resource to all of those, students and teachers, working in the field.’

Professor William Tronzo, University of California at San Diego



Ways in to the Text




Key Points


	Timothy Snyder, one of the world’s leading experts on Eastern European history, is currently a professor at Yale University.*


	His book Bloodlands argues that we need to treat all the mass killing that occurred in Eastern Europe between 1933 and 1945 in one single narrative that takes account of all the victims.


	The work’s insights can help us to understand the global tragedy of World War II* (1939–45) and the Holocaust* —the mass-murder of at least six million European Jews* committed in the years of the war.








Who Is Timothy Snyder

Timothy Snyder, the author of Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin (2010), was born in 1969 in Dayton, Ohio.* He studied at Brown University* and Oxford University,* where he wrote his doctoral thesis. During his time at Oxford, Snyder was able to learn several Eastern and Central European languages that would prove crucial for his research.1 

After he gained his doctorate, Snyder soon began to make his name as a historian of Eastern Europe. He wrote a series of biographies and a book on Central European nationalism* (a belief in the superiority of one’s own country over others). Many of these were well reviewed, and some won prizes. In 2001, he was appointed Bird White Housum Professor of History at Yale University.2 But it was Bloodlands: Europe between Hitler and Stalin that really made his name.

Since Bloodlands appeared, Snyder has become a political pundit as well as a scholar. He often comments on current affairs in the media, especially the New York Review of Books, in connection with Eastern Europe.3 He is also involved with various institutions that foster international understanding, such as the International Commission for the Evaluation of the Crimes of the Nazi* and Soviet* Regimes in Lithuania,* a commission appointed by the president of Lithuania.4 “Nazi” here refers to the extreme right-wing German Nazi Party, led by the dictator Adolf Hitler* through the years of World War II; “Soviet” refers to the Soviet Union, a federation of communist states in Eastern Europe and Central Asia that existed from 1922 until 1991, led from the Russian capital, Moscow.

Snyder’s political views have sometimes been considered controversial. Certain critics have accused his historical analysis of revealing a pro-Polish, pro-Ukrainian, and anti-Russian bias.5 Others see Bloodlands as equating the crimes of Hitler’s Germany and Joseph Stalin’s* Soviet Union6 (Stalin was the leader of the Soviet Union in the years 1922–53). Snyder’s latest book, Black Earth: The Holocaust as History and Warning (2015), has also sparked much debate.7 For the time being, then, his career as a global superstar historian looks set to continue.



What Does Bloodlands Say?

Bloodlands argues that previous histories have kept Nazi and Soviet crimes unduly separate, focusing more on the Holocaust than on Stalin’s crimes against humanity. They have emphasized Western Europe over Eastern Europe. They immortalize Auschwitz,* the Polish site of a million murders in the latter years of World War II, but not the killing fields of the East, where many millions were starved or executed on account of agricultural policy and political repression. Snyder claims that we need a history of World War II that depicts all victims’ suffering. This includes the Holocaust—but it also includes the sufferings of Ukrainians in the famines that Stalin caused, and the sufferings of Poles and the Baltic peoples under both Hitler and Stalin.

The title of the book is a coinage, invented by Snyder himself. He defines the “bloodlands” as including Poland, the Baltic states* (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania), Ukraine, and the eastern edge of Soviet Russia. In the bloodlands, he states, 14 million people—not soldiers, but civilians—died during World War II.

Snyder argues that the peoples in the bloodlands suffered most because they were caught between the Soviet and Nazi regimes. They had to undergo not a single invasion, nor even a double invasion. Instead, they were subjected to three invasions, first by the Soviets, then by the Nazis, and then again by the Soviets. Each invasion brought more brutality and slaughter than the last. The two regimes reacted against each other in an escalating cycle of violence.

Snyder’s book synthesizes a vast amount of scholarship. He has used archival documents and secondary literature in 10 different languages, bringing new sources and new interpretations to public attention for the very first time. In this way, Bloodlands has begun fundamentally to reframe the ways we think about World War II and the Holocaust. It has not only inspired academic debate—though there has been much of this—it has also been used by Eastern European nations to foster new forms of identity politics. For instance, translations of the book in the Eastern European nations of Ukraine and Georgia* have been freely distributed to counter pro-Stalinist* Russian narratives.8

Bloodlands’s enduring importance can be shown by the fact that the book was translated into more than 30 languages between 2010 and 2014.9 It has also been published in multiple editions, and won numerous prizes, including the Hannah Arendt Prize, a German prize awarded by an international jury, and the Leipzig Prize for European Understanding. The book’s arguments continue to shape historical debates about World War II and the Holocaust, as well as Eastern European memory politics in the present day. Finally, the term “bloodlands” has swiftly become a standard term in discussions of this period.



Why Does Bloodlands Matter?

Bloodlands is a groundbreaking work of transnational* history (that is, it analyzes the history shared by several nations). It encourages us to think outside traditional national frameworks, and to make new connections. It asks the reader to lay aside preconditioned assumptions—about the uniqueness of the Shoah* (another name for the Holocaust) or the relative barbarity of Nazism and the aggressively dictatorial version of the social and economic system of communism* practiced in the Soviet Union.

Above all, Bloodlands appeals to our humanity. Snyder shows us why history is a “humanities” discipline in the most meaningful sense. He is careful to portray the countless dead as individual people who lived, rather than meaningless strings of statistics. In order to understand how people can commit atrocities, he argues, we need to lay moral judgment to one side. But we must still have compassion for the victims.

Bloodlands also helps us to combat assumptions about the relative importance of Western Europe. Just because the “bloodlands” may be less familiar does not make them less significant. Such insights can help to foster a more enquiring mind-set. They encourage readers to leave their comfort zone.

This is also true of some of the brutalities that Snyder describes. By making readers confront the true horror of cannibalism or mass shooting, he forces them to reflect on what humanity is capable of. His descriptions might even spur us on to take action against present-day atrocities or genocides* (mass killings of a specific group of people).

Bloodlands stands at the intersection of many disciplines. Although Snyder does not engage in much theoretical discussion, his insights are useful for sociologists* as well as historians. The book has also become a key text in Holocaust studies, genocide studies, and area studies* (inquiry into the culture, history, and geography of a particular region), as well as in history. Snyder even presents some more philosophical reflections in his introduction and conclusion. Moreover, the book’s prose is so well crafted that it deserves to be treated as a work of literature as well as a work of history. Any reader will find new ideas to take away from Bloodlands—whether a turn of phrase, a metaphysical question, or a historical concept.

Finally, the book helps to explain how one of the greatest disasters in history—the slaughter unleashed by World War II and the Holocaust—could have come to pass. Between them, Hitler and Stalin brought about a tragedy that shook the whole world. That tragedy still shapes politics and current affairs today. Bloodlands helps us come closer to understanding both its genesis, and its global effects.
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