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This production of Black Diamonds and the Blue Brazil premiered on 8 May 2026 at the Royal Lyceum Theatre, Edinburgh, with the following cast and creative team:

Cast


	Sally
	Dawn Steele


	Dad
	Barrie Hunter




Creative Team


	Original author
	Ron Ferguson


	Playwright
	Gary McNair


	Composer and performer
	Ricky Ross


	Director
	James Brining


	Set and Costume Designer
	Jessica Worrall


	Sound Designer
	Pippa Murphy


	Lighting Designer
	Simon Wilkinson


	Video Designer
	Lewis den Hertog


	Associate Director
	Jo Rush




Production Team


	Production Manager
	David Butterworth


	Construction Manager
	Jason Dailly


	Carpenter/Metalworker
	Sam Barker


	Scenic Artist
	Lisa Kellett


	Painter/Decorator
	Ettore Maggi


	Head of Costume
	Caitlin Wiedenhof


	Costume Supervisor
	Christine Dove


	Costume Cutter
	Karen Short


	Costume Makers
	Argyro Sapsouzidi,

Grazyna Wysocka


	Company Stage Manager
	Dan Dixon


	Deputy Stage Manager
	Chariya Glasse-Davies


	Technical Manager
	Euan McLaren


	Head of Lighting
	Maria Chirca


	Deputy Head of Lighting/

Programmer
	Linus Pomroy





	Lighting Technician/Operator
	Robert Turton


	Head of Sound
	Ian Gibson


	Sound 1
	Hannah Tighe


	Swing Technician/Sound 2
	Morgan Yates


	Head of Stage
	Robin Crane


	Deputy Head of Stage
	John Heron


	Stage Technicians
	Alexandra Henderson,

Chris Mundy


	Apprentice Stage Technician
	Ellie Tullis


	Captioner
	Christabel Anderson


	Audio Describers
	Myra Galletly, Alison

Downey


	BSL Interpreter
	Nicolle Murdoch


	Director of Producing
	Callum Smith


	Assistant Producer
	Josephine Jay




With special thanks to Margaret Duffy and Peter Williamson for their donation and support for this production.




Cast

Dawn Steele – Sally

Theatre credits include: Suzy Kettle in Tutti Frutti (His Majesty’s Theatre, Aberdeen); Bernadette in Cuttin’ a Rug (Traverse Theatre); Shazza in Rainbow Kiss (Royal Court Theatre); Lisa Koletzky in Verdict (National Tour); Melissa Littleton in Volcano (UK tour and West End); Skye (Edinburgh Fringe); Electra and Medea (Theatre Babel); Joan in The Perfect Murder (UK tour); and Una in Blackbird (Bath Theatre Royal).

TV credits include: DCI Cora MacMillan in Granite Harbour (series 1–3); Stella Quinn in Shetland; Ange Goddard in Holby City; Dr Annie Jandhu in River City; Alice Trevanion in Wild at Heart; Lexie MacDonald in Monarch of the Glen; Case Histories; Liar; True Dare Kiss; Sea of Souls; The Key; Snoddy; Tinsel Town; Haywire; Highlander: The Raven; and Split Second.

Film credits include: Marionette, Ghosted, None of the Above, Club Le Monde, Tabloid TV and Gregory’s Two Girls.

Dawn trained at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama.

Barrie Hunter – Dad

Lyceum credits: The Breathing House, Victory, Miseryguts, The Comedy of Errors, Woyzeck, Guys and Dolls, A View from the Bridge.

Other theatre credits include: Small Acts of Love (Citizens Theatre); Blinded by the Light (Sylvian Productions); Grand Old Opera House Hotel (Traverse); The Stamping Ground (Eden Court/Raw Material); Smile, Tay Bridge, All My Sons, Death of a Salesman, and The Cheviot, the Stag, and the Black, Black Oil (Dundee Rep).

TV and film credits include: Scot Squad, Karen Pirie, Rab C. Nesbitt, Still Game, Dear Green Place and The Angels’ Share.

Barrie has worked extensively in theatre for over three decades with companies including The Lyceum, Citizens, Tron Theatre, NTS, Mull Theatre, Byre Theatre, Dundee Rep, Oran Mor PPP, Borderline, Theatre Babel and many more! He also writes/directs Perth Theatre Panto and has been the Dame there since 2011.




Creative Team

Ron Ferguson – Original Author

Ron Ferguson is an award-winning journalist, writer and minister from Cowdenbeath. He is the author of twelve books and has written for The Herald, The Press and Journal and Life and Work among other publications. He has a degree in Philosophy and History from St Andrews University, a degree in Theology from New College, a Postgrad in Theology from Duke University and an honorary Doctorate of Letters from Glasgow Caledonian University. After spending the first eight years of his ministry working in Easterhouse, Ron was Leader of the Iona Community and minister of St Magnus Cathedral on Orkney, where he still lives.

Ron wrote a biography of George Mackay Brown, The Wound and the Gift, which was shortlisted for a Saltire Award. His definitive biography of George MacLeod (George MacLeod: Founder of the Iona Community) was shortlisted for the prestigious McVitie’s Scottish Writer of the Year Award. He also wrote a one-man play about George MacLeod, Every Blessed Thing, performed by Tom Fleming in London, Edinburgh, New York and Toronto. In 2017 Ron was commissioned by St Magnus International Festival to write a script for a community performance as part of Orkney’s celebration of the 900th anniversary of the martyrdom of St Magnus.

Ron is a lifelong fan of Cowdenbeath Football Club, the Blue Brazil; his fifth-greatgrandmother started the club in 1881.

Gary McNair – Playwright

Lyceum credits: Jekyll and Hyde (with Reading Rep Theatre).

Other theatre credits include: Dear Billy (National Theatre of Scotland); A Gambler’s Guide to Dying, Locker Room Talk, Letters to Morrissey (Traverse Theatre); Nae Expectations, The Alchemist (The Tron); McGonagall’s Chronicles, After the Cuts, Born to Run (Oran Mor); Square Go, V.L. (co-authored with Kieran Hurley) (Francesca Moody Productions); No Regrets (National Theatre).

Other credits include: Tam O’Shanter, Treasure Island (BBC Radio 4).

Awards and nominations include: Best Adaptation winner – BBC Audio Drama Awards 2025 (Tam O’Shanter); Winner – Scotsman Fringe First (V.L. 2024, Square Go 2018, Letters to Morrissey 2017, A Gambler’s Guide to Dying 2015); Winner – Holden Street Theatre Award 2015 (A Gambler’s Guide to Dying); Winner – BBC New Writers Popcorn Award 2024 (V.L.).

Gary was raised in Erskine and lives in Glasgow. His work has been translated into several languages from German to Japanese, from Italian to Arabic and performed around the world from New York to New Zealand, from Paisley to Possilpark. You can purchase many of his plays from all the usual outlets or direct from the publisher at www.bloomsbury.com.

Ricky Ross – Composer and Performer

Ricky Ross formed Deacon Blue in Glasgow in 1985, who went on to become one of Scotland’s most famous and successful bands. From debut album Raintown and the follow-up, the chart-topping When the World Knows Your Name, through to 2025’s The Great Western Road, Deacon Blue are one of the most respected and best loved bands of their generation and they continue to tour their celebrated live show around the world.

During the band’s downtime Ricky has established himself as a successful solo artist and songwriter, releasing eight solo albums, his most recent 2022’s critically acclaimed Short Stories Vol. 2, as well as writing for and with artists including James Blunt, Ronan Keating, Jamie Cullum and Nanci Griffith, amongst many others. He has also composed music for a number of theatrical productions, at the Edinburgh Lyceum, the Dundee Rep and five major works at the Citizens Theatre including last year’s re-opening production of Small Acts of Love.

Alongside this, he has an accomplished broadcasting career. Another Country, his BBC Radio Scotland show, has won two Sony awards and Ricky has twice been the proud recipient of the CMA International Country Broadcaster Award, most recently in 2024.

James Brining – Director

James was Artistic Director of Proteus Theatre Company before becoming Community Director at the Orange Tree Theatre in Richmond. In 1997, he moved to Glasgow as Artistic Director of TAG Theatre Company, later becoming Artistic Director/CEO of Dundee Rep, where he directed new and classic work including Sweeney Todd and Sunshine on Leith, winners of the UK Theatre Best Musical Award in 2010 and 2007.

He joined Leeds Playhouse as Artistic Director/CEO in 2012, directing UK tours of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – The Musical and an acclaimed in-the-round OLIVER! which also won a UK Theatre Best Musical Award. He directed new and classic plays including Simon Armitage’s The Bodyguard, Arthur Miller’s The Crucible and Zinnie Harris’s (the fall of) The Master Builder. He commissioned 65 new plays and oversaw the £16.8 million refurbishment and rebranding of the Playhouse, which won the UK Theatre Award for Most Welcoming Theatre in 2022. His final year was among the most successful in its 54-year history.

He has also worked with opera companies across Europe, including Opera North, Welsh National Opera, La Monnaie in Brussels and Royal Danish Opera. He will direct a production of The Magic Flute for Malmö Opera in Spring 2027. James joined The Lyceum as Artistic Director/Joint CEO in April 2025 and has recently directed The Seagull in October 2025.

Jessica Worrall – Set and Costume Designer

Lyceum credits: Girls of Slender Means; Group Portrait in a Summer Landscape (with Pitlochry Festival Theatre).

Other theatre credits include: Stand & Deliver: The Lee Jeans Sit in (NTS/Tron); Inexperience (Pitlochry Festival Theatre); The Trials (Tron Theatre); Small Acts of Love (costume – Citizens Theatre); Doubt: A Parable (Dundee Rep); Red Riding Hood, Comedy of Errors (Citizens Theatre); Henry IV Parts 1 & 2, Henry V, Two Noble Kinsmen (Shakespeare’s Globe); After Edward, Edward II, The Treason Trial of Walter Raleigh, The Captive Queen (Sam Wanamaker Playhouse); Educating Rita (Dukes Theatre); Rites (National Theatre Scotland); When We Are Married, She Stoops to Conquer, Love’s Labour’s Lost, Wars of the Roses, School for Scandal (Northern Broadsides); Alice Through the Looking Glass (Egg Theatre, Bath); The Last Straw, Ghost
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