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ABOUT FISHAMBLE

Fishamble is an Irish theatre company that discovers, develops and produces new plays of national importance with a global reach. It has toured its productions to audiences throughout Ireland and to 22 other countries. It champions the role of the playwright, typically supporting over 50% of the writers of all new plays produced on the island of Ireland each year. It has a number of award-winning outreach and education initiatives which it runs with partners in Dublin and elsewhere. Fishamble has received many awards in Ireland and internationally, including an Olivier Award.

‘excellent Fishamble . . . Ireland’s terrific Fishamble’

The Guardian

‘Ireland’s leading new writing company’ The Stage

‘the much-loved Fishamble [is] a global brand with international

theatrical presence . . . an unswerving force for new writing’

The Irish Times

‘the respected Dublin company . . . forward-thinking Fishamble’

The New York Times

‘when Fishamble is [in New York], you’ve got to go’

Time Out New York

‘that great Irish new writing company, Fishamble’

Lyn Gardner, Stage Door

‘the superb Irish company Fishamble’ The Scotsman

‘Fishamble puts electricity into the National grid of dreams’

Sebastian Barry

Fishamble Staff: Jim Culleton (Artistic Director & CEO), Eva Scanlan (Executive Director), Gavin Kostick (Literary Manager), Laura MacNaughton (Producer), Sarah Bragg-Bolger (General Manager), Allie Whelan (Marketing, Outreach and Engagement Manager), Evie Mc Guinness (Assistant Producer), Róisín Daly (Literary Assistant).

Fishamble Board: John McGrane, Louise Molloy, Ronan Nulty, John O’Donnell, Siobhan O’Leary (Chair), Colleen Savage, Christine Sisk, John Tierney, Denise Walshe (Vice Chair).

Former Chairs of Fishamble: Eoin Kennelly, Andrew Parkes (Honorary Life Member), Doireann Ní Bhriain.

Fishamble is funded by the Arts Council, Dublin City Council and Culture Ireland.
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FISHAMBLE PRODUCTIONS


First-time and early-career playwrights

Fishamble has produced many plays by first-time playwrights, including Don Juan by Michael West in 1990, Howling Moons Silent Sons by Deirdre Hines in 1991, The Ash Fire by Gavin Kostick in 1992, Red Roses and Petrol by Joseph O’Connor in 1994, From Both Hips by Mark O’Rowe in 1997, The Nun’s Wood by Pat Kinevane in 1998 and Noah and the Tower Flower by Sean McLoughlin (Irish Times Best New Play Award winner) in 2007. Many of these plays won the Stewart Parker Trust Award for new playwrights. Recent plays by new and emerging writers include:


	•  The Black Wolfe Tone by Kwaku Fortune (2025), touring in Ireland and New York, in co-production with the Irish Repertory Theatre

	• In Two Minds by Joanne Ryan (2023–25) touring in Ireland, UK and US

	•  Breaking by Amy Kidd (2024) in Dublin Theatre Festival and on tour

	•  Duck Duck Goose by Caitríona Daly (2021–22) touring in Ireland and online

	•  The Humours of Bandon by Margaret Mc Auliffe (since 2017) touring in Ireland, UK, US and Australia

	•  Charolais by Noni Stapleton (2017) in New York

	•  Swing by Steve Blount, Peter Daly, Gavin Kostick and Janet Moran (2014–16) touring in Ireland, UK, Europe, US, Australia and New Zealand

	•  The Wheelchair on My Face by Sonya Kelly (2013–14) touring in Ireland, UK, Europe and US, winner of Scotsman Fringe First award.





Established playwrights

Fishamble has ongoing relationships with many of Ireland’s top playwrights. Recent productions include:


	•  Refuge by Deirdre Kinahan (2026) in co-production with Staatstheater Mainz, in association with Pavilion and Lime Tree Theatre|Belltable, in Dublin Theatre Festival, Limerick and Germany

	•  For Dolores by Eva O’Connor (2026) in association with Lime Tree Theatre|Belltable, Galway International Arts Festival and Traverse Theatre

	•  The Leap by Gavin Kostick (2025) in Dublin Theatre Festival and touring to DEIS schools in Dublin’s North East Inner City

	•  Heaven by Eugene O’Brien (2022–25) touring in Ireland, UK and US, winner of Scotsman Fringe First, Irish Times Best New Play and Irish Times Best Actress (for Janet Moran) awards

	•  Mustard by Eva O’Connor (2020–24) on tour in Ireland, internationally and online, in co-production with Sunday’s Child, winner of Scotsman Fringe First Award

	•  The Pride of Parnell Street by Sebastian Barry (2007–11 and 2022) touring in Ireland and internationally, BBC Audio, multi award-winning

	•  On Blueberry Hill by Sebastian Barry (2017–21) touring in Ireland, Europe, Off-Broadway, West End, Audible and online

	•  Rathmines Road by Deirdre Kinahan (2018) in co-production with the Abbey Theatre

	•  Mainstream by Rosaleen McDonagh (2016) in co-production with Project Arts Centre

	•  Little Thing, Big Thing by Donal O’Kelly (2014–16) touring in Ireland, UK, Europe, US and Australia, winner of The Stage Award.





Pat Kinevane

Fishamble is very proud of its long-term relationship with Pat Kinevane whose solo plays it has commissioned, developed, produced and toured since 2006. These are Forgotten (since 2006), Silent (since 2011), Underneath (since 2014), Before (since 2018) and King (since 2023). These productions have toured in Ireland, UK, Europe, US, Australia, New Zealand, India and online, in English and bilingually in many countries. Fishamble and Pat Kinevane have won Olivier, Herald Angel, Stage Raw, Scotsman Fringe First, Herald Archangel, Argus Angel, Origin 1st Irish Best Production and Helen Hayes awards.



International play development partnerships

Fishamble often partners with other arts organisations to develop new work, often by artists that have been underrepresented in Irish theatre. For instance, Turning Point in 2010 was a festival of work by Irish writers with disabilities in partnership with ADI and VSA, which toured to the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. Recent initiatives include:


	•  Not Beckett by Jennifer Barclay, Felispeaks, Olwen Fouéré, Hannah Khalil and Nicola McCartney (2024–25), in partnership with Irish Repertory Theatre, Villanova University, Samuel Beckett Research Centre at Reading University

	•  Transatlantic Commissions Residency by FELISPEAKS, Kwaku Fortune, Jade Jordan and CN Smith (2024) in Dublin and New York, in partnership with the Irish Repertory Theatre and in association with the Apollo

	•  Murdered Men Do Drip and Bleed by Hannah Khalil and Jennifer Barclay (2023), in Dublin and online, in partnership with Washington, DC companies Mosaic and Solas Nua

	•  On the Horizon by Shannon Yee, Hefin Robinson, Michael Patrick, Oisín Kearney, Samantha O’Rourke, Ciara Elizabeth Smyth and Connor Allen (2021) online, in association with Dirty Protest.





Political plays

Fishamble has produced many plays that help us grapple with the world in which we live, sometimes focusing on historical events as part of the government’s Decade of Centenaries programme. Many of these productions are site-specific or happen off-site. These include:


	•  The Navigator Project–short plays about healthcare inequity by Susannah Al Fraihat, Carys D. Coburn, Ryan Gillespie, Jade Jordan, Hannah Khalil, Susan Lynch, Caitlin Magnall-Kearns, Rosaleen McDonagh, Niall Murphy and Treasa Nealon (2026)

	•  ‘Certain Individual Women’ by Julie Morrissy (2024) on national tour

	•  Outrage by Deirdre Kinahan (2022 and 2024) touring and online, in association with Dublin Port Company and Meath County Council

	•  The Treaty by Colin Murphy (2021–22) in Ireland, Irish Embassy in London and online as part of the Seóda Festival

	•  Embargo by Deirdre Kinahan (2020) online, during Dublin Theatre Festival, in association with Dublin Port Company and Irish Rail

	•  The Alternative by Oisín Kearney and Michael Patrick (2019) in association with Pavilion Theatre, Draíocht, Belltable, Everyman Theatre, Town Hall Theatre and Lyric Theatre, winner of Irish Times Best Sound Design (for Denis Clohessy) and Best Director (for Jim Culleton) awards

	•  Haughey|Gregory by Colin Murphy (2018–19) in the Abbey Theatre, Mountjoy Prison, Dáil Éireann, Croke Park and Larkin Community College, as well as on national tour

	•  Maz & Bricks by Eva O’Connor (2017–18) in Ireland, UK and US

	•  GPO 1818 by Colin Murphy (2018) staged in the GPO to mark its bicentenary

	•  Inside the GPO by Colin Murphy (2016) performed in the GPO on the centenary of the Easter Rising and screened internationally online

	•  Tiny Plays for Ireland and America by 26 writers (2016) at the Kennedy Center, Washington, DC and Irish Arts Center, New York, as part of Ireland 100

	•  Bailed Out (2015) and Guaranteed (2013) by Colin Murphy, on national tour.



International touring

Many of Fishamble’s productions have toured internationally, in partnership with a network of festival and venue partners, including: Soho Theatre, Trafalgar Theatre, Southwark Playhouse, Kiln, Arcola in London; Traverse, Summerhall, Assembly in Edinburgh; 59E59 Theaters, Origin, Irish Arts Center, Irish Repertory Theatre in New York; Odyssey in Los Angeles; Solas Nua in Washington DC; Kolkata Centre for Creativity, Rajasthan International Centre in India; APA, Merrigong, Vessel in Australia. Recent international tours include:


	•  The Black Wolfe Tone by Kwaku Fortune (2025), touring in Ireland and New York, in co-production with the Irish Repertory Theatre

	•  In Two Minds by Joanne Ryan (2023–25) touring in Ireland, UK and US

	•  Heaven by Eugene O’Brien (2022–25) touring in Ireland, UK and US, winner of the Scotsman Fringe First, Irish Times Best Play and Irish Times Best Actress (for Janet Moran) awards

	•  Fight Night by Gavin Kostick (2025) in New York, in association with Rise Productions

	•  Taigh Tŷ Teach by Eva O’Connor, Màiri Morrison and Mared Llywelyn Williams (2024–25) in Kerry, touring to Scotland and Wales, online and in cinemas, in partnership with Theatre Gu Leòr and Theatr Bara Caws

	•  On Blueberry Hill by Sebastian Barry (2017–21) touring in Ireland, Europe, Off-Broadway, West End, Audible and online

	•  Mustard by Eva O’Connor (since 2020) on tour in Ireland, internationally and online

	•  The Humours of Bandon by Margaret McAuliffe (since 2017) touring in Ireland, UK, US and Australia

	•  Drip Feed by Karen Cogan (2018) in coproduction with Soho Theatre, touring in Ireland and UK

	•  Little Thing, Big Thing by Donal O’Kelly (2014–16) touring in Ireland, UK, Europe, US and Australia

	•  Swing by Steve Blount, Peter Daly, Gavin Kostick and Janet Moran (2014–16) touring in Ireland, UK, Europe, US, Australia and New Zealand.



Other artforms and media

Fishamble often shares filmed versions of its plays online, in cinemas and through its Encore programme in schools. It produced a series of radio plays for RTÉ lyric fm and has also recorded audio versions of its productions for Audible, BBC and RTÉ Radio One. It has worked across disciplines, including Invitation to a Journey by David Bolger, Deirdre Gribbin and Gavin Kostick (2016) in co-production with CoisCeim, Crash Ensemble and Galway International Arts Festival. It produced two seasons of Tiny Plays online:


	•  Tiny Plays for a Brighter Future by Niall Murphy, Signe Lury and Eva-Jane Gaffney (2021) online, in association with ESB

	•  Tiny Plays 24/7 by Lora Hartin, Maria Popovic, Ciara Elizabeth Smyth, Caitríona Daly, Conor Hanratty, Julia Marks, Patrick O’Laoghaire, Eric O‘Brien, Grace Lobo and Ryan Murphy (2020) online.





Fishamble wishes to thank the following Friends of Fishamble & Corporate Members for their invaluable support:

Doireann Ní Bhriain, Colette and Barry Breen, Sean Brett, John Butler, Ann-Marie Carroll, Betsy Carroll, Breda Cashe, Finola Earley, Stewart Harrington, Andrew Hetherington, Liz Kelly, Stephen Lambert, Damian Lane, Angus Laverty, Pat McIntyre, Ger McNaughton, Anne McQuillan, Regina McQuillan, Louise Molloy, Anne Moloney, David Nelson, James Nugent, Ronan Nulty, Tom O’Connor, Siobhan O’Leary, Andrew & Delyth Parkes, Judy Regan, Eileen Ryan, Colleen Savage, Derry Scanlan, Dearbhail Ann Shannon, Brian Singleton, Eddie Soye, Mary Stephenson, Patrick Vassel and Denise Walshe.
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Fishamble: The New Play Company presents

The Navigator Project

by Susannah Al Fraihat, Carys D. Coburn, Ryan Gillespie, Jade Jordan, Hannah Khalil, Susan Lynch, Caitlin Magnall-Kearns, Rosaleen McDonagh, Niall Murphy and Treasa Nealon

The plays were first performed in the Lab in late 2025/early 2026 and a selection were performed at Creative Brain Week in March 2026.


Cast

Jade Jordan, Matthew Malone, Rosaleen McDonagh, Ois O’Donoghue, Marion O’Dwyer, Paul Reid, Camille Lucy Ross and Suzie Seweify.



Creative Team

Director Jim Culleton

Dramaturg Gavin Kostick

Literary Assistants Eimear Hussey and Róisín Daly



Production Team

Producer Laura MacNaughton

Stage Manager Steph Ryan

Assistant Producer Evie Mc Guinness

Marketing Allie Whelan

PR O’Doherty Communications

General Manager Sarah Bragg-Bolger

Executive Director Eva Scanlan

The production of all ten plays runs for approximately 80 minutes, with no interval.

The Navigator Project was developed in 2025 by Fishamble in partnership with Professors Mark Ledwidge and Joe Gallagher. It was supported by a Pavilion Theatre Pulse Award. At the time of publication, performances are being planned in both theatre and healthcare settings.
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