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The Apology

By Kyo Choi

First performed at the Arcola Theatre on 15 September 2022

A New Earth Theatre production in association with Arcola Theatre and The North Wall. Developed with support from the National Theatre
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New Earth Theatre presents and develops work with British East and South East Asian (BESEA) artists that asks key questions of identity, of the world we live in and our place in that world.

We produce touring plays and readings across the year, nurture BESEA* talent through our Academy acting and writing courses and Professional Writers Programme, as well as bring artists to communities, museums and schools.

*We use the term British East and South East Asian to mean people of the following descent: Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, China, East Timor, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Macau, Malaysia, Mongolia, North Korea, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam and their diasporas.

These people remain severely underrepresented in the arts in the UK.
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The Apology was created with support from Arts Council England and the British Korean Society
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Cast (in order of appearance)


	Kwon Bok-Hae
	Jessie Baek


	Han Min
	Kwong Loke


	Kim Sun-Hee
	Sarah Lam


	Priyanka Silva
	Sharan Phull


	Jock Taylor
	Ross Armstrong


	Han Yuna
	Minhee Yeo




Creatives


	Written by
	Kyo Choi


	Directed by
	Ria Parry


	Associate Director
	Emily Ling Williams


	Set Designer
	TK Hay


	Costume Designer
	Erin Guan


	Lighting and Video Designer
	Gillian Tan


	Composer and Sound Designer
	Jamie Lu


	Movement Director
	Jennifer Fletcher


	Dramaturg
	Caroline Jester


	Additional Dramaturgical Support
	John Hoggarth




Production


	Production Manager
	Josephine Tremelling


	Stage Manager
	Alexandra Kataigida


	Lighting Programmer
	Luca Panetta


	Video Programmer
	Benet Doeringer


	Set and Costume Work Experience
	Yijing Chen


	Community Engagement Assistant
	Madeleine Baker


	Community Engagement Assistant
	Heeyeon Park


	Production Assistant
	Jeni Seo


	Production Work Experience
	Yuino Tokumaru


	Press
	Kate Morley PR




Special thanks to:

Christina Anderson, Tzer Han Tan, Mei Mac, John Hollingsworth, David Yip, Dinita Gohil, Liz Sutherland-Lim, Nathaniel Tan, Sadao Ueno, Leo Wan, Rachael Cowie, Jerry Cox, eStage, Suki Mok, Soho Theatre, Emily McLaughlin, Nina Steiger, Stewart Pringle and the National Theatre New Work department, Lucy Park, Derek Man, Louis Smith


Jessie Baek | Kwon Bok-Hae

Jessie Baek was born and raised in South Korea. She is of both North and South Korean heritage, and grew up near the border. She graduated from Rose Bruford College in 2017.

Theatre includes: The Visit (National Theatre); Wild Goose Dreams (Theatre Royal Bath); One Day Maybe (Hull City of Culture); The Handmaiden (Secret Cinema).

Television includes: Bridgerton (Netflix); Secret Life of Boys (CBBC).

Kwong Loke | Han Min

Kwong trained at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. He was a founder member of New Earth Theatre and frequently runs acting workshops in East Asia.

Theatre includes: What Remains of Us (Bristol Old Vic); The Great Wave (National Theatre); Pah-la, New and Now, You For Me For You (Royal Court); You Never Touched the Dirt (Royal Court at Edinburgh); Labour of Love (Noël Coward, West End); Summer Rolls (Park Theatre, Bristol Old Vic); Dear Elizabeth (Gate Theatre); The Lulu Plays (Almeida Theatre); Hiawatha (Bristol Old Vic); The Changeling (Finborough Theatre); Rashomon, Blue Remembered Hills (New Earth Theatre UK tour); The Magic Paintbrush, The Snow Lion (Polka Theatre).

Television includes: Gangs of London (HBO-SKY); Biff and Chip (CBeebies); The Feed (ITV Amazon); As Time Goes By (BBC One); Love Hurts (BBC One); The Knock (Bronson/Knight Productions); The Monkey King (Hallmark Entertainment).

Radio includes: At Sea on Inya Lake; Another Land; Our Father the Mountain; Joy Luck Club.

Sarah Lam | Kim Sun-Hee

Theatre includes: Rice (Orange Tree Theatre/ATC); Paradise, World of Extreme Happiness, Magic Olympical Games and Lost Worlds (National Theatre); Snow in Midsummer and Poppy (RSC); La Cage aux Folles (Park Theatre); Richard II (Shakespeare’s Globe); The Country Wife (Southwark Playhouse); Sergeant Ola and his Followers, Cries from the Mammal House and Top Girls (Royal Court); Factors Unforeseen (Orange Tree Theatre); Mail Order Bride (Northampton Theatre Royal); All the President’s Men (West End) and Chimerica (Almeida Theatre/West End).

TV includes: Maryland, Back to Life, Casualty, Holby City, Sherlock, Two Thousand Acres of Sky, Top Girls, Angels and Howard’s Way (BBC); Lucky Man (Sky); Frank Stubbs Promotes (ITV); No Problem! and Brookside (Channel 4).

Film includes: China Connection.

Radio includes: One, Inspector Chen, Higher, Brief Lives, Eye of the Day, World Writing, A Many-Splendoured Thing, Different Planes, The Joy Luck Club, Words on the Night Breeze, Beyond the Takeaway, Chinese Whispers, Devils in the Glass, A Sensitive Season and Top Girls (BBC).

Sharan Phull | Priyanka Silva

Theatre includes: Everybody’s Talking About Jamie (UK tour); Bend It Like Beckham: The Musical (Phoenix Theatre); The Show Must Go On! Live (Palace Theatre); 2020: Collection 1 Monologues (Tara Theatre); Halls The Musical (Turbine Theatre); Am Dram: A Musical Comedy (Curve Theatre); Pink Sari Revolution, Scrooge: The Musical and The Importance of being Earnest (Curve Theatre); Kings of Broadway Concert (Palace Theatre); Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth (National Theatre).

Workshops include: Run, Rebel (Pilot Theatre); Extraordinary Women (Waterloo East Theatre); Great British Bake Off: The Musical, The Boy in the Dress (Royal Shakespeare Company); The Visit (Nottingham Playhouse); Is She One of Us? (Jermyn Street Theatre).

Television and radio includes: Doctors (BBC); Middlemarch Monologues (BBC Radio 3); Back (Big Talk Productions/Channel 4); Cadbury Secret Santa (VCCP).

Recording: Bend It Like Beckham (Original Cast Recording).

Ross Armstrong | Jock Taylor

Ross trained at RADA.

Theatre includes: A Midsummer Night’s Dream (RSC/Garsington Opera); Oppenheimer and The Shoemaker’s Holiday (RSC); The Boss Of It All (Soho Theatre); The Deep Blue Sea (West Yorkshire Playhouse); Antony and Cleopatra (Liverpool Everyman); Hamlet (Donmar Warehouse/Broadway); Cyrano de Bergerac (Chichester Festival Theatre); The White Devil (Menier Chocolate Factory); Hapgood (Birmingham Rep); Henry V (Manchester Royal Exchange).

Television includes: Pennyworth (Warner Horizon/Epix); The Letter for the King (FilmWave/Netflix); Chernobyl (HBO/Sky); Will (TNT); Ripper Street, Our World War [Interactive], WPC 56, Jonathan Creek (BBC); Love and Marriage (Tiger Aspect); Foyle’s War and Mr Selfridge (ITV); DCI Banks (Left Bank Pictures); Titanic (Deep Indigo/ITV); Spooks (Kudos).

Film includes: The Critic (Mark Gordon Pictures); Decoy Bride (Decoy Productions Ltd).

Minhee Yeo | Han Yuna

Theatre includes: Dear Elizabeth (Gate Theatre); Deliverance (Vanishing Point/Brite Theatre); White Pearl (Royal Court Theatre); Under the Umbrella (Belgrade Theatre/New Earth Theatre/Tamasha); Mountains: The Dreams of Lily Kwok (Royal Exchange Theatre/New Earth Theatre); Hear Me Now (Tamasha); Just One More Time (The Space, One Festival); One Day, Maybe (dreamthinkspeak/Hull UK City of Culture 2017); Chinglish (Park Theatre); Replay (C Venue, Edinburgh Festival); Leodo: The Paradise (Maro/Edinburgh Festival).

Television includes: Strike Back: Legacy (Sky1/Cinemax); Cuffs, EastEnders, Out of Her Mind (BBC).

Film includes: Avengers: Age of Ultron; Kotchebi; A Perfect Turn.

Kyo Choi | Writer

Kyo is a South Korean playwright and screenwriter based in London and Portugal. The Apology was developed as part of New Earth Theatre’s Professional Writers Programme. She was selected as one of the writers on the programme to develop the play further at the National Theatre Studio. As a screenwriter, she has recently written a landmark Lunar New Year episode for Hollyoaks and is also working with Little House Productions on a biopic film about Wendi Murdoch. Last year, she was commissioned by the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama to write a play for a large cast, resulting in Galápagos, performed at Bridewell Theatre in March 2022. She is currently under commission to write a new musical.

Ria Parry | Director

Ria Parry | Director

Ria is Co-Director of The North Wall in Oxford. She has produced four Fringe First Award winning plays by Gbolahan Obisesan, Paul Charlton, Marika Mckennell and Karim Khan.

Ria’s previous directing work at Arcola Theatre includes Jane Wenham: The Witch of Walkern (Out of Joint) and The Island Nation (Ice and Fire).

Theatre credits include: E8 (Edinburgh Fringe Festival); Albion (Bush Theatre); Bike, On Golden Pond (Salisbury Playhouse); The Winter’s Tale Re-imagined (Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre); Mad About The Boy (Edinburgh Fringe/UK tour); Dr Korczak’s Example (Unicorn Theatre); Tales of Winter (Southbank Centre); Crush (Edinburgh Festival/UK tour); Fen (Finborough Theatre); Love and Money (RADA); Spring Awakening (LAMDA) and Not I by Touretteshero (Creative Associate/BAC/UK tour).

Ria was previously a Creative Producer at Watford Palace Theatre and is an alumna of the National Theatre’s Step Change Leadership Programme. She was awarded the Leverhulme Bursary for Emerging Directors in 2010, becoming Resident Director at the National Theatre Studio.

Emily Ling Williams | Associate Director

Emily is currently a Headlong Origins Artist and was previously a Resident Director at the Almeida Theatre, Jerwood Assistant Director at the Young Vic and Trainee Director at Paines Plough.

Theatre, as director, includes: The Full Works: The Key Workers Cycle (Almeida Theatre); text me when you’re home: 5 Plays (Young Vic); Swallow, 16 (Lemon House Theatre); Lucky Cigarette (New Earth Theatre); GYSB, Tuesday at the Library, A Perpetual State of Happiness, Good Trouble (Moongate Productions); Before You Go (New Earth Theatre/National Theatre Studio – rehearsed reading); Appropriate (RWCMD); Miss Julie (LAMDA); Preach (Rose Bruford); Turbines (Paines Plough/ RWCMD/Gate Theatre).

As assistant director: The House Of Shades (Almeida Theatre); Blood Wedding (Young Vic); The Meeting, The Chalk Garden (Chichester Festival Theatre); Black Mountain, Out Of Love, How To Be A Kid (Paines Plough/Theatr Clwyd/Orange Tree Theatre); The Island Nation (Arcola Theatre).

TK Hay | Set Designer

TK’s previous work for New Earth Theatre includes Tsunagu/Connect.

TK is a Singaporean theatre designer based in the UK. He trained at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and won the Linbury Prize in 2019, working on An
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