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1963








JANUARY 14:

Governor George

Wallace makes

his inauguration

speech, calling

for “segregation

now, segregation

tomorrow,

segregation

forever.”







APRIL 3:

The first organized

sit-ins take place

at downtown

lunch counters.







APRIL 12:

Dr. Martin

Luther King

and other

protesters

are arrested

after leading

a nonviolent

protest for

demonstrating

without a

permit.







MAY 2:

D-Day.

The Birmingham

Children’s Crusade

begins. By the end

of the day, 973

young marchers

are jailed.
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MAY 3:

Double D-Day. More

protesters are arrested,

most of whom are

under eighteen.

Commissioner Bull

Connor authorizes the

use of high-pressure

water hoses and police

dogs to control the

crowds. Close to one

thousand are arrested.







MAY 4–9:

Protests escalate

as more adults

join the marches.

The jails are

at maximum

capacity, with

thousands of

young people

imprisoned.








MAY 10:

Dr. King and

other protest

organizers reach

an agreement

with city leaders

that begins

the process of

desegregation.

The Ku Klux

Klan holds a

rally, and the

home of A. D.

King, Dr. King’s

brother,

is bombed.







MAY 19:

The school board

expels many

of the student

demonstrators,

but a federal

judge overturns

the expulsions

just three days

later.
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