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A Personal Message

Unhappily, I have been asked to write a personal message for Perverts By Official Order: The Campaign Against Homosexuals by the United States Navy. I wish I did not have to do so. I have been associated with this book from the beginning. I saw the first cursory inquiry into this long-forgotten scandal. I assisted with the research, witnessed the writing, and finally helped ready the manuscript for publication.

The manuscript was finished in 1983, but Larry could not find a publisher willing or able to accept it. Finally in 1986, The Haworth Press, and its imprint, Harrington Park Press, directed by publisher Bill Cohen, accepted the work for publication. It was and is a courageous act.

What emerges from this book is a sordid story. Not sordid because of the vivid descriptions of men together, nor the lifestyles of many in this book, it is sordid because of the actions of the United States Government. Here is the whole range of civil rights violations: mail covers and interceptions, eavesdropping, wiretapping, illegal searches and seizures, entrapment, and “third degree” coercion. Added to this must be the duplicity of United States governmental officials at the highest levels, including a future President of the United States. However, worst of all was the needless and cruel destruction of many lives. If no one remembers what happened in Newport in 1919 it could happen again.

Larry did not live to see the final act of publication. On September 26, 1987, a condition he had since his youth ended his life. After thirteen glorious and happy years our life together was over. In those first dark hours, days, and weeks I came to the realization that this book was his testament for freedom; his personal statement that all people must be free to live without shame or fear and that gays must not be denied their rights. It is in this spirit that I hope the book will be read.

Russell Len Griffin


Preface

Persecution is as old as civilization itself. People have been attacked, discriminated against, imprisoned and even killed by other humans because of religion, race, sex, ethnic background, or political belief. Toleration may be the exception rather than the rule. Even more grievous, nearly every government has been guilty of oppressing or at least tolerating the maltreatment of some group of its citizens. The powers of police, armies, courts, and civil officials have all too often been utilized to rid society of unwanted persons or to assure their relegation to second-class status.

Subjective considerations arise because what is clearly victimization to some people (especially those being attacked) becomes legitimate law enforcement or societal purification to others. The leaders of colonial America had no difficulty justifying the execution of Quakers, Catholics, or alleged “witches” for unacceptable beliefs or activities. Some Nazi Germans doubtless believed that the extermination of Jews, Gypsies, or homosexuals was necessary to preserve and strengthen their society. In the American West, the destruction of Native Americans was defended as progressive and civilizing. Even today, the incarceration or execution of individuals with unpopular political, religious, or social beliefs finds supporters in many nations of the world.

Only recently has the widespread persecution of individuals because of their personal sexual preference been openly discussed. For too long, gays considered themselves as the guilty and sometimes even justified persecution as morally or socially desirable. Few homosexuals were sufficiently self-confident or assertive to defend their sexual orientation and to denounce their persecutors’ malevolence. Reticence has slowly diminished as gays have developed more positive self-images, become proud of themselves and their communities, and begun to explore their history. Gay “roots” differ from those of blacks, Native Americans, or Jews, but discovering and understanding them is no less important in enhancing gay identity and teaching about their heritage.

The United States government’s systematic entrapment of homosexuals after World War I constitutes a significant but largely forgotten chapter in the long story of persecution. The government employed sailors to entrap military men and civilians, employing deceit and feigning sexual endearment to collect evidence. Sailors charged with being gay faced months of solitary confinement and trials in which they were denied fundamental constitutional rights. Many were convicted on the flimsiest circumstantial evidence. Only the refusal of civilian judges and juries to accept spurious government testimony saved dozens of non-sailors from similar fates. Even for them, notoriety stemming from the scandal undoubtedly ruined the lives of numerous victims. When publicity about the navy’s anti-gay crusade threatened the careers of senior officials, especially Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the government manipulated the military “justice” system to spare its leaders and embarrass its critics. Never was adequate punishment meted out to those who perpetrated the campaign. To this day the stain of court-martial, a prison record, and dishonorable discharges remains on the records of the victims of government persecution.

The story of these injustices — no less than descriptions of German concentration camps, the Holy Inquisition, or the torture of political prisoners — is ugly. Descriptions of sexual encounters between federal detectives and their victims are vivid and occasionally sordid. Gays may find them strikingly familiar. No less disturbing are the heart-rending pleas for mercy by sailors about to have their lives devastated by their own government or of men hauled before court and forced to describe their most intimate sexual activities. No one can enjoy discovering how men lied to obtain evidence or how their detective work led them to open mail, read telegrams, or eavesdrop on telephone calls. These are, however, accurate portrayals of what was said and done over half a century ago; every quotation comes from a contemporary source. Such revelations can be valuable in strengthening our determination to see that we are never again the target for such treatment, and in stimulating vigilance against those who would like to see persecution revived.

Some explanation regarding the use of the terms “homosexual” and “gay” is required. Like such other historians as John Boswell and Johnathan Katz, I recognize that the terms such as these carry contemporary connotations that may not be applicable to the past — even to a period less than a century distant from our own. None of the sailors and civilians whom I have characterized as “gay” would have used that term; few would have termed themselves as “homosexuals.” That term itself occurs only occasionally in contemporary records, and then the court stenographer was so unfamiliar with it that the spelling “homosectual” appears. Nevertheless, I have, for the contemporary reader, tended to use the terms “gay” and “homosexual” interchangeably to refer to those individuals whose sexual preferences were allegedly directed toward other men. In some cases, charges of physical sexual relations may have been untrue, in which case George Chauncey, Jr.’s term “homosocial” could be more appropriate. Application of the term to a particular individual does not, therefore, carry the necessary implication of a self-conscious same-sex orientation implied by today’s use of the term “gay,” or prove that the individual ever engaged in physical sexual activities with other men as implied by application of the word “homosexual.”

In the course of completing this study, I have accumulated the usual debts of a researcher. The National Archives and Library of Congress helped locate material and arrange for duplication. Despite an initial defensive attitude toward Franklin Roosevelt and unhelpful correspondence, the staff of the Roosevelt Library at Hyde Park ultimately proved helpful during a week-long visit to that depository. Evelyn Cherpak at the Naval Historical Collection, Naval War College, Newport, and Stanley Kalkus, Naval Historical Center, Washington, were extremely helpful, although not wholly aware of the focus of my research. Library staffs at the University of the Pacific, Central Michigan University, and Wayne State University rendered important assistance.

Many individuals and organizations in Rhode Island aided me by mail and during a research trip there. Garrett Byrnes of the Providence Journal shared his knowledge. Librarians and staff at the Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, and the Newport Historical Society did all they could to locate pertinent materials, as did the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island. In Newport, I benefited from tours or historical discussions at the Y.M.C.A., Emmanuel Church, Trinity Episcopal Church, the Newport Red Cross, and the Newport County Clerk’s office. Newport gays frequenting 28 Prospect Hill reflected changes over sixty years. Elsewhere, assistance came from the Rev. John F. Maher, Jr. of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Warwick (Elverson P.O.), Pennsylvania, the English Speaking Union in New York, the Lehigh University Library, the University of Michigan Library, the Detroit Public Library, and the Archives of the Episcopal Church in Austin, Texas.

Growing interest in gay history has stimulated helpful, informal networking among researchers and writers. I am grateful for the advice, encouragement, and inspiration of Alan Beruhe, whose study of gay life during World War II is warmly anticipated, and Eric Garber of the San Francisco Gay and Lesbian History Project as well as former colleagues A. G. Belles and Rick Hargrove from Western Illinois University. Many of the ideas propounded in this study had their origins in fruitful discussions and correspondence with Gregory Sprague, whose pioneering study of the growth and development of gay urban communities is a landmark of insight and research. His untimely death early in 1987 deprived the academic world of a promising young scholar and many gay historians (myself included) of a friend and colleague. Roger Austen shared his insights into the scandal at an early stage in my research; his death preceded completion of a fictionalized account of the Newport scandal. My own insight into American gay history has been enriched by Barry Adam, John D’Emilio, George Chauncey, Jr., and Walter Williams and by the pioneering collections and bibliographical work of Johnathan Katz.

Journal editors and book publishers have been less than enthusiastic about publishing gay historical studies, especially those like this that include explicit sexual references and may seem to have limited market appeal. I am particularly grateful to Ray Browne and Russel Nye whose acceptance of an essay on the Newport scandal for the Journal of American Culture encouraged me to persevere in completing and publishing this longer study; the article subsequently received the Carl Bode award from the American Culture Association. Senior editor John De Cecco and publisher Bill Cohen from The Haworth Press not only accepted the risk inherent in publishing a book of this kind, but assisted me in preparing the manuscript for publication.

Completion of this project has been facilitated by my appointment as a professor and dean at Wayne State University. President David W. Adamany has created an atmosphere that encourages scholarly work by faculty and administrators and study in areas that might seem controversial at less enlightened institutions.

Above all I am thankful to Russell Griffin, who over the past thirteen years has patiently provided encouragement, helped me understand myself, and at every stage has been a full partner in this project.

Lawrence R. Murphy



Chapter 1 “Half the World Is Queer”
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I

Few New England towns rival the attractiveness of Newport, Rhode Island. Founded in 1639 on an island in Narragansett Bay, the town developed a prosperous fishing industry, cosmopolitan populace, and cultural sophistication that dominated the region until after the American Revolution. Its public buildings reflected the latest British styles; streets were paved long before those in most other cities; and wealthy citizens maintained a luxurious lifestyle which contrasted with New England’s prevailing asceticism. Newport was also famed for its religious tolerance. In addition to the dominant Baptist church, it welcomed Episcopal, Congregational, Quaker, and Moravian churches, besides a Jewish synagogue.

Industrialization during the nineteenth century largely bypassed Newport in favor of such inland places as Fall River or Providence. Following the Civil War, however, the nation’s wealthy discovered the town’s quiet, unspoiled beauty. “Newport was the most palatial, extravagant, and expensive summer resort the world had seen since the days of the Roman Empire,” exclaims one state historian with pardonable exaggeration. Led by New Yorker Samuel Ward McAllister, such Eastern moguls as the Astors, Vanderbilts, and Van Rensselaers erected fabulous mansions along Belleview Avenue, Ochre Point Road, and Ocean Drive. From late spring through early fall, the grandest, most elegant Americans enjoyed Newport’s cool, balmy weather, its magnificent ocean views, and each other’s company. Charming lawn parties, intimate teas, elegant banquets, cotillions, weddings, musicales, and picnics followed endlessly one after another. By the beginning of the twentieth century, Newport had earned a reputation as one of the United States’ premier showplace, the epitome of everything that made a Christian and capitalist society great.1

The U.S. Navy also discovered Newport. Expansion of American naval power necessitated added training facilities. Newport seemed an ideal location for its available land, and for the genteel atmosphere it provided to high ranking officers. The establishment of a major base became certain in late August of 1882 when the town transferred title to Coasters Harbor Island on its west edge to the federal government. The following June the Naval Training Station opened. After 1884 Newport was the home of the Naval War College, that provided advanced training to supplement what was taught at the Annapolis Naval Academy.2

As the principal East Coast training facility for young men preparing for service aboard the nation’s coal-powered fleet, the Training Station became the foremost “school for tars.” “From all over the country they arrive by the dozens daily,” a 1911 article reported, “chiefly from the smaller towns: sons and grandsons of farmers, though with a sprinkling of city boys.” Trainees began the day at 5 a.m. with cocoa and a shower, followed by a clean-up, breakfast, drill, and classes in signalling, compass use, and numerous specialized seafaring trades. Ample opportunity for shore liberty was built into the schedule. “In white uniforms, or for a Sunday afternoon in their ‘blues,’” a reporter observed, “they swarm old Newport’s streets.” Most walked in pairs to a show or the beach. “‘My buddie,’” noted the article, “one calls the other.”3 The size of the station increased slowly until, by 1917, 2,000 sailors could be accommodated.


II

Mobilization preceding American entry into World War I dramatically increased the military presence at Newport. The number of sailors expanded almost overnight to 25,000. Apprentice seamen, yeomen, firemen, and medical corpsmen lived on Coasters Harbor Island in temporary frame barracks sleeping 80 men each. At nearby Cloyne Field, naval reserve forces put up in similar, hastily constructed buildings. Sufficient housing was never available, however, so many sailors rented quarters in Newport. Growth at Fort Adams, southwest of the city, and at other small army installations nearby further added to Newport’s military importance.4

The town accommodated remarkably well to the sudden influx. Churches established special social, educational, cultural, and religious programs for servicemen. The Rev. C. W. Forster’s Emmanuel Church, for example, focused its energies on the needs of army men from nearby Fort Adams; the parish hall of the United Congregational Church opened to sailors. Touro Synagogue’s activities appealed mostly to Jewish youngsters, although anyone was welcome. The Catholic parish designed programs for “men of their own faith, of every faith, and [of] no faith. …” Voluntary organizations such as the Art Association also welcomed men in uniform. The War Camp Community Service opened a large building on Mill Street; and by the fall of 1918 the Red Cross field department opened an office on Church Street.5

Of all the Newport organizations serving sailors and soldiers, the Army and Navy Y.M.C.A. had the most impressive edifice. Located on Washington Square adjacent to the historic county court-house, the handsome, five-storied building had been erected in 1911 with a $315,000 gift from Mrs. Thomas Emery of Cincinnati. The first floor featured a large, comfortably-furnished lobby where men relaxed, wrote letters, viewed films, attended concerts, or participated in ecumenical religious services. Nearby were a billiard room, restaurant, barber shop, a large gymnasium, locker room, and swimming pool. Upstairs, volunteers taught subjects of interest to servicemen. One man, for example, gave French lessons to young men headed for Europe. Other floors contained small, simple rooms which could be rented by the night. The Y.M.C.A. proved extremely popular among the young men assigned to Newport; during one day alone, 5,753 soldiers and sailors crossed its thresholds.6

Navy activities frequently contributed to the Newport social scene. Wealthy visitors attended exhibition drills at the Training Station or accepted luncheon invitations to the home of Commander Edward H. Campbell. Dignitaries visiting Newport could expect to be feted by the town’s leading citizens. When Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin Delano Roosevelt visited during the summer of 1919, for instance, Captain Campbell showed him about town in company with Rhode Island Governor R. Livingston Beeckman.7 In addition, numerous families took soldiers or sailors into their homes, and many residents invited boys to join them for a Sunday dinner or an evening of informal entertainment. “The good people of Newport,” concluded the chaplain at the Station, “have practically without exception, and in a generous and hospitable manner, not only opened their homes to our men but have provided common centers where they can meet and be entertained.”8

The arrival of so many sailors inevitably tested Newport’s traditional open-mindedness. At the beginning of the war, liquor became so readily available that many youngsters fresh from home and farm learned to drink in Newport. The use of drugs, including cocaine, also increased, and men seeking female company found that a night – or at least a few hours – could readily be purchased. Investigators sent to the town discovered an “increasing number of houses of ill-fame, openly conducted illegal liquor traffic, drug selling, and the like. …”9

Rhode Islanders even seemed tolerant of men who dressed as women or otherwise displayed feminine characteristics. Among the many dramatic performances in Newport, the most popular featured sailors in female roles. “It is a corker,” exclaimed Admiral William H. Sims after seeing a performance of “Jack and the Beanstalk.” “I have never in my life seen a prettier ‘girl’ than ‘Princess Mary.’ She is the daintiest little thing I ever laid eyes on.” A reviewer from the Providence Journal agreed. “She had the sweetest little face and tender, trusting blue eyes and that delightful elusive smile,” he noted after seeing a Providence performance. “Oh, any man Jack would have climbed the beanstalk after such as she.” 10

Such openness collided, however, with the prudishness of Josephus Daniels, the North Carolina journalist whom President Woodrow Wilson named to head the Navy Department. “The authorities are not giving a wholesome atmosphere for young men in training for the navy,” he observed in condemning Newport’s “bad” conditions in 1917, “… failure of any community to safeguard young men who are to fight the nation’s battles,” he added, “cannot be tolerated.” Late in June, Daniels wrote Governor Beeckman to demand that “the situation be immediately improved.” News of immorality at Newport also came to the attention of Providence Journal editor John R. Rathom who instigated his own investigation. As reported to Daniels, he not only proved the secretary’s charges correct but demonstrated “that house of prostitution of the lowest type have been maintained under the patronage of city officials. …” Police had been ordered “to keep visitors in orderly line,” and houses had occasionally been closed “in order that others in which certain officials have been interested should become more prosperous.” “The people of Rhode Island,” Rathom concluded, “owe you a debt of gratitude for your timely exposure.”11

Although immorality received little publicity, reports such as these stimulated prompt action. In March of 1918, the navy exercised expanded wartime powers to prohibit the sale or possession of alcohol within five miles of the station. “The barrooms are closed,” lamented a local sailors’ paper; “nothing may come in, and prohibition is master.”12 Soon after, a new police chief, John S. Tobin, closed down all the houses of prostitution and expelled their inmates. The only subsequent trouble occurred in late in April of 1919 when several hundred marines attempting to rescue a colleague who had been arrested created what the press termed “a small Bolshevist riot.” Ultimately nine servicemen and five police were left “in a more or less battered condition.”13

Subsequent complaints were limited to sailors who lamented the difficulty of meeting Newport girls. “We have long since learned,” Frederick E. Corey announced in a letter to the Providence Journal, “that the girls of Newport not only ignored and kept clear of soldiers but sailors as well. …” As an experiment, he and five companions had gone to a Thames Street dance hall, approached a girl after each dance, and asked for the next. “We were met with the reply that she was engaged for the next dance,” he complained, “when in reality she was not.” Furthermore, the “main purpose” of local businessmen seemed to be “profiting by us or soaking us for anything we choose to buy.”

A “Newport girl” defended the town’s treatment of sailors. “When you consider the number of people who were able to give their time and their homes up to the recreation and entertainment of these boys and the number of boys that came to Newport,” she argued, “… some could have been left out.” She urged Corey and his friends to attend one of the dances regularly scheduled at St. Mary’s Hall, the Community House, the Y.M.C.A., or the Knights of Columbus Hall. Many of the businessmen he complained of, she added, were not Newporters at all, but people “from out of town” whose only goal was “to take money.” She hoped that before the sailors left the service they would discover the truth about Newport and “leave … with a better feeling.”14

Town officials were equally determined to maintain Newport’s good name. “My orders,” explained Mayor Jeremiah P. Mahoney, “were that the city should be kept clean, and I prided myself that Newport was as clean as any city in the United States – north, east, south or west.” No “disorderly houses” operated, and an army officer had praised Newport as the “cleanest city in the vicinity of one of the training camps.” The town’s reputation, concluded Police Chief Tobin, was as “good as any in America.”15


III

Such was not, however, the opinion of Chief Machinist’s Mate Ervin Arnold. A fourteen-year navy veteran, Arnold arrived at the Training Station in February 1919 from San Francisco. He suffered from such severe rheumatism that instead of taking up duties, doctors ordered him to Ward B of the Naval Training Station Hospital for treatment.

There Arnold revealed an intense hatred of homosexuals. Exactly how his antipathy developed or what motivated him remains a mystery. He traced his interest in the subject to nine years as a Connecticut state detective before entering the military. He had heard that there were homosexuals at Newport while in San Francisco. More important, Arnold claimed the ability to identify so-called perverts by appearance. Such characteristics as “feminine speech,” a “peculiar” walk, or the use of cosmetics enabled him to tell if a person were “a degenerate of a nameless type.” “I can take you up on Riverside Drive [in New York City] at night,” he later told an investigating panel, “and show them [homosexuals] to you and if you follow them up nine times out of ten you will find it is true.” “There are some now,” he once told the Newport police chief. “I can tell them a mile off. … They are laying for the sailors coming up from the beach.” During a visit with Episcopal Bishop James D. Perry, he claimed the power to identify a man as gay by “meeting … [him] on the street and by his bearing.”16

This unique talent enabled Arnold to uncover a world of sex and drugs at Newport that naval officials or local residents could never have imagined. Beginning about February 20, 1919, and continuing through mid-March, sailors revealed graphic details about their sexual activities, their girlish nicknames, the preference of several for women’s clothes, rouge, and powder, and orgiastic parties they held, and their use of alcohol and cocaine. Within a few minutes after each conversation, Arnold prepared notes for later reference.

According to these reports, Arnold first sensed that many sailors were gay as he observed a patient named Samuel Rogers use powder puffs, eyebrow and lip pencils, and perfumed powders. A week later another patient, Thomas Brunelle, told him about a “gang of perverts” numbering fifteen to twenty. Rogers, he learned, was known as a “pogue,” who in Arnold’s language, loved to be “screwed in the rectum.” Later Rogers himself confessed to being “in the business because he liked it.” What did that mean? asked Arnold. “By going to bed, going to bed with a man who had a large penis and was very passionate, and could give him all he wanted,” replied the sailor.

In this and subsequent conversations with Arnold, Brunelle provided a directory of acquaintances who enjoyed sex with other men. Harrison Rideout, commonly called “Galli Gurci,” was a “two-way artist,” who “could be screwed in the rectum and also took it in the mouth.” He took cocaine, as did Fred Hoage (better known as “Theda Bara”) and John Gianelloni (“Ruth”), both “cocksuckers.” A hospitalized baker, Albert Kirk, was another “two-way artist.” Brunelle referred to Billy Hughes (called “Salome”) as his wife, claimed he was “screwing him” nearly every night, and boasted that Billy gave him money whenever he needed any. Frank Dye, whom everyone knew as “Speedy,” had a reputation as a “hard man.” Arnold was told that a man he fellated felt as though someone was “draw[ing] his brains down through his penis.” Jay Goldstein, “Beckie” to friends, was “still a harder one” who had “a nice chin to rest a pair of balls on.”

Not all those whom Arnold claimed to have discovered were sailors. Arnold Reed, a former hospital apprentice who now worked in a Providence drug store, was a “cocksucker and cocaine fiend.” So was John “Ella” Temple, who had moved to Massachusetts after leaving the navy. Reportedly, the “wildest of the bunch,” he often kept a room at the Y.M.C.A. and celebrated his discharge by fellating fifteen or twenty recruits in a single night.

Among other allegedly gay civilians were a waiter at the Tokio Restaurant, a librarian from the navy Torpedo Station, several older men who “hung out” at the Newport Art Association, and a salesman from Providence who spent weekends with Newport friends. But no place harbored more immoral men, Arnold learned, than the Army and Navy Y.M.C.A. The black named Gus who ran the lunch counter there dispensed cocaine; the “short, chicken-breasted nigger” operating the elevator provided liquor and directed “business” to “girls’ rooms.” Especially infamous, however, were volunteer Arthur Green and, as Arnold listed him, “Samuel Neal Kent, Reverend.” Both were “cocksucker[s] who “would take the boys off and give them good times in their rooms.”

The more Arnold heard, the more determined he became to dig up every tidbit of titillating gossip. He heard about a room at 15 Whitfield Court where two men kept corsets, dresses, gowns, women’s shoes, vaseline, cosmetics, and incriminating photographs of one another. Gatherings there often included “booze” and cocaine; frequently they became “rough houses.” Sometimes “a party would go in the bathroom to get sucked off … while the other party would be using the bed.” “Beckie” Goldstein was famous for “sixty-nine” parties in which pairs of men ministered to one another. After one such episode, three different men boasted of having had sex with him the same night. Another party at the end of February honored a female impersonator appearing at the opera house. Several men promised Arnold liquor, cocaine, and a good time if he attended a party on Whitfield Court. Next morning Brunelle admitted to engaging in sex with two of the others in the bathroom and characterized the place as “the rottenest joint of its kind that he had ever seen or heard of.” Rogers portrayed the event as a “beautiful time.”

Men often gathered in John Gianelloni’s apartment on Golden Hill Street. One party in early March included a crowd from the U.S.S. Baltimore. By the time Rogers arrived, “Beckie” Goldstein and George Richard were in full drag of ball gowns, ladies’ lingerie, and wigs; much singing and dancing followed. “Every once in a while,” Rogers told Arnold, ‘“Beckie” would go out of the room with a fellow and then they would come back …, some buttoning up their pants.” Next day, it was reported he “had eight that night.” One man from the Baltimore became so drunk that “cock- suckers … put him in the street and rolled him of all the money he had.” So much furniture had been broken that Gianelloni had been afraid to face his landlord for several days.

Those in the group who “solicited trade” offered to pay sailors who professed to be heterosexual for the privilege of enjoying their genitals. Several spent nearly every evening in the lobby of the Y.M.C.A. openly proclaiming their interests. A few rented rooms upstairs were “customers” could be entertained. Others enhanced their meager navy pay by collecting money from those with whom they had sex. “They published the fact that they were prostitutes,” reported one informant, adding that these men’s talk was “cheaper … than you would hear in a red light district.” Boys asked why they engaged in such activities frequently answered: “us girls need our pennies,” playing on the similarity of the words “penny” and “penis.” One night Arnold watched Goldstein strike up conversations with several men; his hand moved suggestively across one sailor’s pants, and soon the pair headed for a room. Not surprisingly, one man concluded from such observations that “half the world is queer, and the other half trade.”17


IV

By early March Arnold’s collection of gossip had been transformed into a major sleuthing effort. The nucleus of what became a squad of sailor “operators,” began to help keep track of alleged gays. When Samuel Rogers announced that he had a date to go to Providence with a Chief Gunner’s Mate, for example, Arnold’s team went into operation. “On March 5, 1919,” he noted, “Rogers checked out on liberty at 4:15 p.m., I having instructed Charles Zipf and [Gregory] Cunningham to watch out at the back of the hospital to see Chief Brugs appear with a motorcycle.” Arnold requested Dr. Erastus M. Hudson, a thirty-three-year-old physician on the hospital staff, to “go out and take a good look at the men.” Hudson observed as Arnold watched from the galley door. Zipf claimed to have read the chief’s lips as he asked Rogers: “Are you all set for a good time?” “Yes,” the sailor nodded as the two sped off. When Rogers returned eight hours late on Monday morning, he reportedly told Arnold that they had gone to the Majestic Theatre in Providence, eaten supper together, and afterward found a room where they had “intercourse … a number of times.” “He certainly gave … [me] a good time,” the sailor boasted, “rolling his eyes in lady fashion.” Later he added that the sensation had been “wonderful,” for his partner had a “wonderful tool and was a wonderful man at the game.” How many times did the chief do it to him that night” asked Arnold. “As many times as he could get a hard on,” came the reply.18

Arnold and his assistants also initiated nightly forays to the Army and Navy Y.M.C.A. to observe suspects. March 4, for example, nine men ate together in the dining room before they moved to the lobby to begin “soliciting trade.” “I was solicited at different times by Dye and Goldstein,” noted Arnold, without revealing what his response had been. Two nights later, nearly the same group appeared. Next evening, Dye was missing. Arnold learned the others considered him “too dirty a bitch’ to hang out” with. Later that night Harrison Rideout (who presumed that Arnold shared his sexual orientation) asked whether a chief pharmacist’s mate Arnold had been talking to was “any good.” Arnold replied evasively that “he was a good sport,” at which point Rideout pulled a tube of vaseline from his coat and announced: “we girls are ready for business.”19

Exactly when and how Arnold first informed his superiors of what his sleuthing had uncovered is uncertain. An investigating committee later concluded that he reported his findings to Dr. E. M. Hudson as early as February 27.20 By March 5 Hudson had begun participating in Arnold’s observations; the beginning of the following week, Arnold and Hudson passed information to Ensign Leo Isaacson, Aide for Information in the Second Naval District. Isaacson recognized that “conditions affecting the morale of the men were not what they should be” and reported his concerns to Second District Commander Admiral Oman. Since his command was about to be incorporated into Boston’s First District, however, Oman ordered Isaacson to see its commander, Admiral Spencer S. Wood. Wood concluded that “a thorough investigation” was justified and ordered that Arnold’s charges be brought to the attention of the Secretary of the Navy.21

The case moved rapidly ahead. Isaacson arrived in Washington Monday the 11th of March and proceeded immediately to the Navy Department, where an appointment had been arranged with Secretary of the Navy Daniels. Some sailors admitted to having engaged in immoral practices, he had concluded from Arnold’s observations, and “bad conditions” appeared to exist among a certain “clique of men” in Newport. He suspected that similar homosexual activities had occurred in Providence, Fall River, and elsewhere.

Coincidentally, the commander of the Newport Training Station, Captain Edward H. Campbell, had come to the capital on the same train as Isaacson and was waiting outside Daniels’ office. The secretary summoned in Campbell, informed him of what he had been told, ordered him to rectify conditions, and gave him “any authority necessary” to conduct “a thorough housecleaning.” As a first step Admiral Wood should convene a Court of Inquiry.22

Four days later Wood created a court headed by Lt. Commander Murphy J. Foster and including Lt. Commander Nelson W. Hibbs and Dr. Hudson, hardly a disinterested party by this time. Collecting and presenting evidence would be the task of Judge Advocate William H. Drury, Wood’s Aide for Information. Time being critical, Wood ordered the inquiry to convene the following Tuesday, March 18, or as soon after as possible. Its charge: inquire “into the use of cocaine and other drugs, and immoral conditions believed to exist to some extent among Naval personnel and others in and around Newport.” A “full statement of the facts” was needed as well as recommendations for further proceedings or ways to “better any conditions.” Captain Campbell received notice of the forthcoming hearing and instructions to provide quarters and clerical assistance.23

The Foster Court of Inquiry convened at 10:00 a.m. the morning of March 19, 1919. No transcript exists, and none was probably prepared, even though a stenographer was present for the afternoon session. Presumably the principal witness was Arnold, although others could also have testified. The session lasted till 11:30 the first morning and continued over three hours that afternoon. No hearings occurred Wednesday, but after an hour and a half meeting Thursday morning, Foster and his associates drafted their report.24

The officers found the evidence less than fully convincing. It was “meager in quantity,” had been collected by “inexperienced investigators … handicapped by insufficient authority and jurisdiction,” and was largely based on hearsay. The officers concluded that insufficient evidence existed to convict anyone or, at least, to convict them of crimes as grave as might be possible after fuller investigation. Civilians as well as navy personnel were involved. The court lacked the power to “collect the evidence needed in order to effect the results demanded by the best interests of the service.” It recommended, therefore, that the government devote “any expense and time necessary” to conducting a “most thorough and searching investigation. … made by a corps of highly experienced investigators.” Exactly who would direct such an inquiry seemed uncertain; choices included dissolving this court and turning the investigation over to some other body, adjourning it temporarily “pending the collection of further and more conclusive evidence,” or granting it the needed authority and facilities to investigate.25

What occurred immediately after the inquiry adjourned later generated major controversy. Foster and Hibbs presented the court’s report to Admiral Wood the next day, March 21. Apparently, because civilians were involved, he preferred that the investigation be turned over to the Department of Justice. The next day Hibbs met with Judge Advocate General Clark. He expressed “surprise and dissatisfaction,” since similar reports had been received from the large naval training stations at Norfolk, Virginia, and Great Lakes, Illinois. “My God,” he exclaimed, “Now it’s Newport.” Because of the “far-reaching possibilities of the matter,” Clark favored bringing the court’s recommendations before the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (acting as Secretary during Daniels’ absence from Washington), Franklin Delano Roosevelt. In advance of the meeting, Clark and Hibbs visited the Bureau of Navigation where Commander Albert Mayo helped draft a letter for Roosevelt’s approval.26

Prior to his departure for Europe, Daniels had informed Roosevelt of his discussion with Isaacson and Campbell, characterized conditions in Newport as “serious,” and asked him to “keep in touch with the situation.” Thus when he received the draft letter to Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, Roosevelt signed it immediately and ordered it transmitted to the Justice Department. “Through the restricted investigation” already undertaken by local authorities, the letter began, the Navy Department had become convinced that “conditions of vice and depravity” existed in Newport. “A most searching and rigid investigation” was needed to prosecute and clean “out those people responsible for it.” Local naval officers could identify army, navy, and marine corps personnel as well as civilians engaged in drug trafficking and “fostering dens where … perverted practices are carried on.” Jurisdictional restrictions and participation by civilians limited the navy’s ability to “handle the situation.” “The combination” extended to Providence, New York, and Boston, so state authorities were constrained in what they could do. “Eager for the protection of … young men from such contaminating influences,” Roosevelt asked Palmer to put his “most skilled investigators at work with a view of ultimately cleaning the whole matter up.” Needed assistance would be provided by Admiral Wood in Boston or Captain Campbell at Newport.27

Roosevelt’s request reached Palmer at a moment when the Justice Department was embarked on a crusade it deemed infinitely more important than pursuing homosexuals. A few months earlier, Palmer had launched a major effort to rid the United States of leftist influences. The following February “Red Scare” raids throughout the country resulted in the arrest of hundreds of American citizens and immigrants on charges of political subversion.28

Palmer’s campaign against reds left so few resources that the kind of extensive probe Roosevelt requested never occurred. Within a few days after receiving the Acting Secretary’s letter, Palmer ordered a lone investigator, John J. Daly, to Newport. He met with Campbell and interviewed the town’s mayor, police chief, and a probation officer. Everyone seemed cooperative until he met Hudson and Arnold. “Lieut. Hudson,” Daly recalled, “seemed to have suspicions that there was, or would be a leak.” Whereas Arnold claimed to have evidence against eight individuals, charges against only two sailors had any apparent basis in fact. The evidence Daly saw was “insufficient, considerably exaggerated, and largely from hearsay.” Arnold and Hudson withheld evidence from Daly on grounds that only the Judge Advocate for the Foster Court, Ensign Drury, could release it. Conferences with the U.S. District Attorney and Justice Department officials produced a consensus that the “whole matter was one for the Navy Department to handle,” whereupon Daly’s brief, superficial investigation ended.29

What no one at the time realized was that during the very weeks while these official activities had been underway, two members of the Foster Court of Inquiry – Dr. Hudson and Ensign Drury – were cooperating with Captain Campbell to initiate their own investigation. The methods these men utilized in endeavoring to “clean up Newport” ultimately led to the arrest of more than a dozen sailors, two trials for an accused civilian, and the emergence of a major national scandal which included not only the participants themselves but ultimately Secretary Daniels and Assistant Secretary Roosevelt as well.
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Newport, Rhode Island, by World War I, the most luxurious resort town in America.Credit: Author’s collection.
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The Newport Army and Navy Y.M.C.A. Built in 1911, it became the favorite gathering place for Newport sailors during World War I.Credit: Newport Recruit, U.S. Naval Historical Center.
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The Breakers: The Vanderbilt “summer cottage” at Newport.Credit: Photo by the author.
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Dressing Up at Newport. Sailors frequently dressed as “girls” to perform plays such as “Pinafore,” the cast of which is shown here. Senior Navy Officials saw no harm in such activities, but others suspected that cross-dressing sailors were homosexual.Credit: Newport Recruit, U.S. Naval Historical Center.



Chapter 2 Cleaning Up the Navy
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Despite the failure of government officials to pursue gays in Newport, in mid-March of 1919 Chief Machinist’s Mate Ervin Arnold expanded his own investigation. Evidence collected during the next month seemed to demonstrate the truth of earlier suspicions, resulting in more than a dozen arrests from the Newport Naval Training Station. Ultimately, the extension of the search to civilians, the methods used to entrap suspects, and the approval of the investigation by senior government officials precipitated the most important homosexual scandal in United States history.


I

Details of Arnold’s scheme to collect evidence against alleged gays emerged while the Foster Court of Inquiry – which had recommended that trained investigators be assigned to the case – was meeting. On March 18, Arnold conferred with Dr. Erastus M. Hudson and Ensign William Drury to outline his plan. Arnold urged that reliable undercover investigators be sent “out and would allow the pervert[s] to solicit them.” During nine years as a detective, he and men working for him “never took the leading party” but “always had the other party do all the leading and commit all the acts.” Starting required only the services of volunteer detectives, an off-base office, and modest funds to pay miscellaneous expenses. The cooperation of local police officials would assure that investigators who were arrested could be easily freed.1 Drury and Hudson acquiesced to the plan, and Arnold began implementation.

Recruiting operators was critical to the success of the investigation. “In the selecting of men in the capacity of detectives,” Arnold later explained, “we generally inquired among our friends as to the character, honesty, and reliability of the men to be selected.” Above all they must be “absolutely reliable and faithful.” Youth and good looks were also important: “in my experience, in handling this class of work, with reference to perverts,” Arnold went on in his ungrammatical way, “a good looking man from the average of 19 to 24 will be the best people.” “Once a man passed 30 and lost his good looks,” he explained, “they [homosexuals] usually will not solicit or bother them.” No training was necessary; indeed, men “with no previous experience in this particular type of work” would be more reliable and “get better results” than professionals. Of course, participation had to be voluntary.2

Arnold actually identified many of those with whom he would work long before his plan had been approved. His first recruit was Millard C. Haynes, another patient in Ward B at the hospital. Arnold portrayed him as an “honest and reliable young man … whom I could depend on to keep his mouth shut and keep things quiet.” He could also type. Arnold and Haynes spent half a day closeted in Dr. Hudson’s residence typing Arnold’s hearsay reports prior to his appearance before the Foster inquiry. Haynes also identified additional sex sleuths: “I asked Haynes,” recalled Arnold, “if he know of any good men who were honest and reliable and of good character.” The names and records of prospects were obtained from the pay office.3

Additional operators were soon identified. Charles B. Zipf, a twenty-one year old native of Freeport, Illinois, had been a medical student at the University of Michigan before entering the navy. Service at the Philadelphia Navy Yard and aboard the battleship Massachusetts preceded his assignment as a Pharmacist’s Mate Second Class in the operating room at the Newport hospital.4 Gregory A. Cunningham of East Maiden, Massachusetts, was a Chief Pharmacist’s Mate in the hospital; Pittsfield native John E. McCormick was a Hospital’s Apprentice First Class.5

Arnold’s freshmen detectives began to demonstrate their sleuthing skills before their formal induction. On March 12 McCormick visited the Y.M.C.A. to eavesdrop on suspected homosexuals. Next morning he filed a detailed report with Arnold.6 Three nights later, Arnold, Haynes, and Cunningham joined McCormick at the YMCA and observed a seventeen-year-old sailor chatting with a volunteer worker named Green and then accompany him upstairs on the elevator. No one had the slightest evidence of what transpired, yet Cunningham’s report implied sexual transgression. “The boy’s face was flushed when he left,” wrote Cunningham, “and he acted very suspicious and did not walk with a very deliberate step. Green acting nervous.”7

That night suspect Thomas Brunelle told Haynes and Arnold about Harrison Rideout’s sex life. One he had stripped naked in the middle of a Newport cemetery, bent over a gravestone, and allowed a “strange person … to inject his penis into his rectum.” Later Rideout predicted before departing for New York that he would be a “well-fucked hombre and that his ass hole would be hanging out all over his ears” by the time he returned.8

The night of March 17th the amateur detectives engaged in sex with Newport gays for the first time. McCormick, Zipf, and Haynes arrived at the Y that evening and began talking with suspects. After a few minutes, Brunelle invited McCormick to join him, “Salome” Hughes, and George Richard at an apartment. McCormick stepped away long enough to whisper where he was going. Zipf shadowed them. Inside the boarding house at 15 Whitfield Court, McCormick found two cots, a table, and a dresser. No women’s clothing was visible, but face powder, a mirror, pin cushions, and several cheap lady’s rings were spotted on a dresser. As soon as the sailors arrived, Brunelle and Hughes began to pat their faces, necks, and cheeks with powder puffs. Shortly they started carrying on with each other “as lovers would, putting their arms around each other and kissing as a man would a woman, also taking their tongues in each other’s mouths.” Half a hour later Richard invited McCormick into the bathroom. “I did,” the operator reported, “and Richard followed me at once.” Inside, continued the report, “he turned out the light and had me sit on the toilet seat while he felt my privates, even opening my trousers and kissing my penis …” McCormick’s obvious nervousness produced a natural result: “He was very much put out,” the operator explained candidly, “because I could not get a hard on.” After ten minutes the novice detective suggested that they “give it up and try again some other time.” Back in the bedroom, Hughes and Richard remarked: “If that head could only talk, what a story it could tell.”9

The reports that McCormick, Zipf, and Haynes submitted to Arnold the next morning raised questions about the incipient investigation. How far, Arnold wondered, should the men be encouraged to go in the pursuit of evidence? What would happen if local police arrested an operator? Were detectives engaged in illegal acts as guilty as their partners? How could the secrecy of the investigation be preserved? Who would reimburse operators for expenses in carrying out their work? How could the men get off base when necessary or explain their absence from assigned duties? To secure answers to these questions, Arnold conferred with Ensign William Drury at his office in the Naval War College about how the investigation should proceed. The two agreed that Arnold and whatever other sailors he wished should be assigned to temporary duty under Drury. Captain Edward H. Campbell, the Training Station commander, agreed to the plan and issued the necessary orders on March 18.10

“You are hereby ordered to special recruiting duty” read the order addressed to Arnold, “said Recruiting Duty to be Temporary Duty, under the officer in charge, Naval Information Service, Newport, R.I.” The only specified tasks were to “inquire into the use of cocaine and other drugs and immoral practices and conditions believed to exist to some extent both among the Naval personnel and others in and around Newport, Rhode Island.” To assist him, Arnold was assigned thirteen men. In addition to Haynes, Zipf, McCormick, and Cunningham, the list included Clyde Rudy, Malcolm Crawford, Harry Smith, William McCoy, Paul Blacksheare, John Feiselman, Claude J. McQuillan, Floyd Brittain, and W. I. Crawford. Not all had apparently yet been told of their selection, for Drury emphasized that each participant must have “volunteered of his own accord.”11

The first formal meeting of Arnold’s squad occurred that evening when the four original men – Haynes, Zipf, McCormick, and Cunningham – gathered in the basement X-ray room of the Newport Naval Hospital. As if it were necessary, Arnold explained the nature of the work and gave each man an opportunity to withdraw. Dr. Hudson then administered an oath of secrecy to each: “I will not converse upon or in any manner whatsoever communicate any information concerning the business, files, policy or routine of the Office of Naval Intelligence,” they promised, “with any persons outside of said office, or to any person whatsoever, without authority from the Director of Naval Intelligence.”12 Not surprisingly, such wording led several “operators” to conclude that the investigation had been authorized by and was part of the navy’s official intelligence service.

Arnold distributed copies of a fourteen-point document describing duties and prescribing the rules under which operators were to work. It outlined three distinct goals: Gathering evidence about “cocaine joints” and “booze” came first. Second, the men would “obtain information and evidence pertaining to cocksuckers and rectum receivers and the ring leaders of this gang arranging from time to time meetings whereas to catch them in the act. …” Whenever new men were “mentioned” by “said ‘fairies,’” their “full names, rates, and where they live and where they are stationed” must be ascertained. Third, squad members might collect information about “women that are in the same business,” presumably referring to prostitutes rather than lesbians. Absolute secrecy, the duty sheet continued, was required. Anyone who gave “any information” or even “let his own family know what work is being carried on will be convicted of perjury.”

A paragraph labeled “Advice” provided more detailed instructions to operators. “Men attached to and serving on this staff,” it began,

must keep their eyes wide open, observing everything and ears open for all conversation and make himself free with this class of men, being jolly and good natured, being careful as he pumps these men for information, making him believe that he is what is termed in the Navy as a “boy humper,” making dates with them and so forth. Be careful not to arouse suspicion.


The remainder of the document spelled out procedures to be used in the investigation. Reports, for example, must be turned in by ten in the morning with four copies if typed, one if in long hand. Used carbon paper must be destroyed. All reports were to be headed uniformly; the initials of suspects should be used in the body; and the nicknames of “fairies” would appear in parentheses. Money must be spent prudently and be carefully accounted for. Each man received a general pass allowing him to leave the station any time. “Headquarters telephone number,” continued the instructions, “will be given you, and you must memorize the same.” Calls should be avoided wherever possible, and the “strictest precautions” must be taken during conversations “so that no one will be able to detect who you are, to whom you are talking or whom you are talking about.” Motorcycles were available if needed, and operators could wear civilian clothes “when absolutely necessary to shadow a man or to aid yourself better.” Last, Arnold advised his men that if they got “into trouble” or were arrested, “immediately call the number” you have memorized, “and aid will be given at once.” Each man signed the order sheet, had it witnessed by Hudson and Arnold, and returned it to the files.13

The next day, additional men nominated for special duty in the anti-gay squad appeared in the basement X-ray room. By the time Hudson arrived, the room was “blue with smoke.” Those inducted the night before returned, together with eight other sailors: Paul Blacksheare, Harry Smith, Claude McQuillan, Clyde Rudy, Floyd Brittain, John Feiselman, William McCoy, and W. I. Crawford. Each signed identical oaths administered by Hudson and witnessed by Arnold and received a copy of the duty sheet to read, sign, and return. Later, three additional men – Malcolm Crawford, Preston Paul, and Henry Dostalik – joined the team.14

Organization proceeded quickly. To insure secrecy, each operator received a code number. Arnold, for example, became number 2842, while Haynes was 4057, and Zipf was number 9. The duties of operator W. I. Crawford (5684) were limited to collecting hearsay about the Training Station. Floyd Brittain (66-4) prepared reports but also did “outside work.” Malcolm Crawford (2141-0), a mail clerk in the Training Station, watched for letters to suspects and copied the postmarks and return addresses from envelopes. From the base pay office, Harry Smith (98 1/2) located suspects’ full names, rates, and stations. Henry Dostalik (78), a Bohemian immigrant, hoped to use his knowledge of four languages and expertise in fingerprinting to good advantage. Those primarily responsible to tracking down and enticing gays into illegal activities were McCormick, Zipf, Haynes, Feiselman (26-4), Brittain (66-4), McCoy (7284-9), and Rudy (8092-1).15


II

No sooner had the second group of operators taken their oaths than several headed toward the Y.M.C.A. in pursuit of sin. They intermingled with the crowd and began picking up gossip. When Chaplain Samuel Kent and Arthur Green attended the evening movie with a marine and a hospital corpsmen, everyone drew sexual inferences from their companionship.16 George Richard claimed Kent and Green paid “well for their pleasure,” having given enlisted men up to five dollars “to let him go down and suck them off.” Kent had been overheard saying: “there are two nice little sailor boys over there.”17

McCormick began his evening by telling Richard he needed to take medicine for a cold before returning to the hospital. “I added that a little cocaine would not be bad, he reported, “and asked him if he had any.” Richard offered one of four tablets from a vial and instructed McCormick on how to crush and sniff it. After leaving the Y, McCormick spotted a suspicious woman whom he followed into the Opera House. “She left the theater just before the last picture,” he reported, “and I followed her, meeting her on Church Street.” The woman told him that since her boyfriend’s discharge from the service, she had been living alone and volunteered to find a room if McCormick would live with her. The sailor promised an answer by Friday. Meanwhile, he reported matter-of-factly, “she sucked me off while I leaned against a tree.”18

Arnold was ecstatic about his men’s success. Next morning he wrote Ensign Drury that it would be impossible to have the previous day’s reports typed until late afternoon. Meanwhile, he provided a “synopsos” [sic] of the report. The tablet from Richard was being examined “to determine what kind of dope it is.” The report about Kent was “of importance.” “Other information,” he continued, “was received which has not reached this office yet. … No suspicions aroused so far.”19

The next evening was still more productive. Brittain arrived at the Y.M.C.A. with several others by seven o’clock, “to bring into line,” as reported, “all the data we could pertaining to cocaine joints and cock suckers.” Soon Maurice Kreisberg suggested going to a movie. Instead of hurrying to the early show, however, the pair walked down Belleview Avenue toward Cliff Walk. Brittain recalled that almost immediately Kreisberg began “to mush me up” and carry on “as if I were a girl.” A few minutes later along the Cliff Walk, “he started this again and I let him get all worked up.” “Then,” continued the report, “we sat down on the grass beside some concrete steps and he sucked me off right away.” Returning to town too late for the last movie, the men agreed to meet again the following week.20

During dinner at the station, William Crawford asked Thomas Brunelle if he was going to town that evening to attend a dance. “No,” the sailor replied, “I am going down and throw a fuck into something.” “You know the boys down there,” he added. Later at the Y.M.C.A., Crawford’s comment that he was seeking “a piece of tale” [sic] provoked Brunelle’s suggestion that he get together with one of the “pipe blowers.” Crawford confessed he had not “tried that” and was assured that arrangements could easily be made. Brunelle himself had been out so much lately that he was not interested. Jay Goldstein, who arrived shortly after, had been stood up by another date and sought a substitute. He invited Crawford to his place.

The couple headed for Goldstein’s Golden Hill Street room and quickly fell into bed together. “Let’s love it [up],” exclaimed Goldstein as he threw his arm over Crawford and kissed him. Crawford’s third person report described what followed: “After loving a few minutes, Goldstein asked WC how he wanted it,” began the narrative

WC told him to suit himself. Goldstein asked if he wanted it French style, WC said any old way is good, then Goldstein said all right I’ll suck it, then went down and sucked WC off. When he got through he torned [sic] over and spit in the chamber. Then threw his arm over WC and said “I like you.”


Could he put some vaseline on his “cock and get some?” asked Goldstein. “‘No,’” came the response, “he would not do that.” Assurance that “it would slip in easily” and “not hurt” failed to reduce the operator’s resistance. Soon Goldstein turned over, saying “let’s go to sleep and we’ll get some more in the morning.” Next day the two parted without further sex. “Goldstein caught the 7:15 car for the Training Station,” concluded the report, “and told WC that he would see him again and to be good.”21

Zipf turned his attention to Duke Hawkins, the counter waiter at the Y.M.C.A. lunch room. “Hawkins is a good looking negro,” the operator reported, “and appears to be above the ordinary type of negroes. He is twenty years old, five feet ten inches tall, and well proportioned.” Zipf learned that Hawkins played the piano and asked to meet him on the second floor of the Y for a private recital. Moving onto a piano bench next to Duke, Zipf discussed “various subjects” while the waiter “stroked my leg in a most suggestive manner.” The arrival of a second black, Gus, introduced the subject of cocaine. “Duke was greatly interested,” Zipf wrote, “and wanted to know how it made one feel and act.” “I described the effect,” he added without noting the source of his own information, and “said that I used a little when on a booze party as I did not drink.” Duke named a pharmacist in New Bedford who sold cocaine and proposed finding a “dark place” so that he would “take my tool and play with it.” “Some other time,” responded the sailor.22

Millard Haynes soon added detective work to his typing. By the time he arrived at the Y.M.C.A. about 1:00 a.m. on the 23rd of March, most lights were out, although Frank Dye, “Ruth” Gianelloni, and another “blue jacket” were still there. After a few minutes’ conversation, “Ruth” and the sailor departed, leaving Dye and Haynes together. To questions about his date with Kreisberg that evening, Haynes replied that they had merely walked home and “nothing had happened.” Dye said he was glad “you saved it for me,” according to Haynes; “then he started to feel my penis.” Dye sought a “dark place where he could pull a job off,” so they walked down Farwell Street to Van Zandt Avenue. “As that was a dark place,” the operator reported, “he wanted to get to business, so I stood against a fence while he sucked me off.”23


III

As sleuthing continued, Arnold attempted to resolve remaining logistical and legal questions. The need for a room in which to work had been evident from the start. Having so many men use quarters at the hospital without drawing attention to their activities was impossible; remodeling at the War College prevented obtaining rooms there. As an alternative, Dr. Hudson approached Charles F. Hall, field director for the Red Cross in Newport. In obvious contrast to officials at the Y.M.C.A., Hall was portrayed as “a very honest and reliable man.” In fact, long-standing antagonism between the leaders of the town’s two largest social service agencies no doubt encouraged Hall’s cooperation. “I said it was a confidential matter,” recalled Hudson, “and that the whereabouts of the office was to be kept secret.” Hall was led to think that the work had the full sanction of the navy. “I gave him to understand in so many words,” Hudson admitted, “that it was to be used by Navy Intelligence, but I did not exactly tell him so.” Hall responded that he had a back room available and would seek permission from his superior in Boston to let Hudson use it.

The necessary approval having been received, Arnold and his operators moved into a room behind the Red Cross office at 42 Church Street. Desks, chairs, a telephone, and a safe were already there. Typewriters came from Ensign Drury’s office and the Naval Hospital. “At a meeting of the operators,” explained Arnold, “I showed him how to get in [and] gave them certain signals” used in identifying themselves at the door. Black paint on the windows prevented outsiders from peering inside.24

Hall also resolved the bothersome problem of reimbursing operators’ out-of-pocket expenses. Druiy had no money in his office, and Captain Campbell refused to authorize cash from the post welfare fund. As hospital welfare officer, Hudson had previously arranged with the Red Cross to loan small sums of money to sailors who presented a note attesting to their honesty and reliability. Why not use the same procedure for operators? Hall agreed, and thereafter any operator who needed money for meals, transportation, room rent, or other activities associated with the investigation showed a paper from Hudson. Eventually, however, the navy would reimburse the Red Cross.25

Arnold also sought official assurance of his men’s legal status. The night of the move into the Red Cross rooms, Drury visited the office to discuss this question. Arnold argued that civilians operating under state statutes or common law would be protected, but he was uncertain how military law or procedure applied. “I must have instructions and a decision in regard to these operators,” he argued, “… before I can instruct them or tell them what to do.” Drury ruled that military law protected detectives “if an act was committed upon them and they did not take any leading part.” Arnold summoned the operators to inform them of their status. “You people will be on the field of operations,” he remembered having told them. “You will have to use your judgment whether or not a full act is completed.” “You have got,” he concluded, “to form that judgment at the time you are on that field with that party.”26


IV

Relative inactivity caused by moving in to new quarters and working out administrative details gave way to still more energetic sleuthing toward month’s end.
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