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Introduction


Over the last twenty-five years or so, the debate on abortion has not moved any closer to resolution in either the United States or Canada. The courts, the legislatures, the pulpits, the classrooms, the hospitals and clinics and the media have provided the forums for this on-going struggle. Two groups of activists have dominated the debate. The opponents of abortion, who are referred to as anti-abortion or pro-life, advocate restrictive policies on abortion while the pro-choice groups direct their attempts to creating a permissive policy that allows a woman to make her own decision. The anti-abortion advocates and the pro-choice advocates alike have learned the skills and developed the strategies to advance their own positions. Whatever legal and public policy gains are made by one side are often countered by moves from their opponents.

There is available a vast amount of material related to the topic of abortion. The genre of the literature varies from academic journal articles to impassioned newsletters and pamphlets with an unambiguous point of view. From the extensive and diverse literature, this book draws a collection of relevant materials primarily representing aspects of the sociological, philosophical, religious and legal aspects of the abortion issue. Its purpose is to serve as a source bode for those interested in seeing how the abortion debate has been conducted within the recent past. The book also serves as a reference work for further study.



DEFINITION OF ABORTION


There are various definitions of the term “abortion.” A common definition designates as an abortion any termination of pregnancy, beginning from the moment that the ovum is fertilized. If this definition is used, then certain forms of contraception, such as the interuterine devices, are considered to be abortifacient, because they help prevent implantation. However, other definitions are employed as well. The authors of Induced Abortion: A World Review, for example, describe an “abortion” as the termination of pregnancy after implantation of the blastocyst in the endometrium and before the fetus has obtained viability. Viability is reached when the fetus is capable of surviving, with appropriate life support, in an independent extrauterine life.1

There are two major categories of abortions. Induced abortions are those initiated voluntarily with the intention of terminating the pregnancy. All other abortions are called spontaneous, even when they result from causes such as injury or fever. Often, the term miscarriage is used to refer to spontaneous abortions.




THE ABORTION DEBATE IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA


In trying to grapple with many of the questions that arise with regard to abortion, it is important to be aware of certain basic facts: who gets abortions, what are their ages and marital status, where are abortions performed, how many are performed and what is the risk to the pregnant woman of morbidity or death. The first section of Chapter 1, using the statistics compiled by the Guttmacher Institute, presents much of the demographic information regarding the practice of abortion in recent years in the United States and Canada.

Chapter 1 also covers recent research on the sociological aspects of abortion. The studies of these researchers cover a wide range of exploration into the social determinants of attitudes and practices regarding abortion. These include such factors as the perspectives of women undergoing prenatal diagnosis, the outlooks of mothers of congenitally impaired children, and perceptions of motherhood. Other research examines an illegal abortion collective and the bombing of abortion clinics.

The final section of Chapter 1 indicates recent opinions as to the circumstances in which abortion should or should not be legal, as revealed in Gallup polls in the United States and Canada. Results from other polls taken since 1975 are included as well.

The philosophical questions contained in the abortion debate are really at the heart of the issue. One of the most fundamental determinations that must be made in the current debate is the point at which there is a human person who is the subject of moral and legal rights. There is little agreement between the opponents of abortion and the supporters of choice on this matter. It cannot be settled by any scientific evidence. There is a spectrum of positions as to when there is a human person. These are based on the physical and social development of the “unborn” or the “conceptus” from the stage of fertilized ovum, to birth, and on into infancy and early childhood. Other philosophical positions hold that it is some property possessed by a person-such as having self-consciousness or the capacity for language-that determines the recognition of moral and legal rights. The fetus may be considered an actual person by the proponents of one position, while another will view the fetus as a potential person. The implications of holding a particular position on the status of the “unborn” determine what kind of public policy regulating abortion is considered acceptable. Some authors argue, however, that considerations other than the status of the “unborn” as a bearer of rights or claims are involved in making moral decisions regarding abortion. Arguments have been made against late abortion, for example, even within the view that the fetus is a nonperson without rights.

Chapter 2, then, introduces some of the important philosophical questions that need to be addressed in the abortion debate. A number of articles that can now be considered as “classic” are presented in abstract form. Most of these articles are easily available in anthologies on abortion or bioethics. The bibliography contains references to the current debate as well as historically important material.

Closely related to the philosophical issues on abortion are the theological questions. Often these are discussed together, and, for some authors, it is difficult to make a sharp distinction between the philosophical and theological discussion. Some reference material that deals with the religious questions has been included in Chapter 2.

The influence of religious belief is strongly evident in the abortion debate. Chapter 3 is the compilation of a number of official policy statements on abortion from religious groups in Canada and the United States. Most of the statements are from Christian denominations. The invitation was made to other traditions, besides Christian, to have their position included. One Jewish group did send in their position. Another Jewish response indicated that it was impossible to speak uniformly on behalf of their members.

The statements generally include their determination of the status of the “unborn,” with an explanation of the Scriptural and theological foundations for the position. The proper view of sexuality and marriage and of the role of women and the family are often affirmed in the statements. Directives for endorsing and/or lobbying for an acceptable public policy are usually set forth as well. A lengthy bibliography follows at the end of this chapter.

The most public aspect of the abortion debate has taken place through the different types of advocacy that have been employed. Local and federal governments, the courts, hospital boards, women’s health clinics, professional associations, schools, churches and other community centers have been the sites for advocates to promote their position, be they abortion opponents or pro-choice supporters. In both the United States and Canada, a number of leaders and organizations have emerged to actively campaign for changes in the existing abortion policy.

Chapter 4 acknowledges some of the key figures and groups in the abortion debate. It is impossible to mention all of the groups involved. Some are caucuses of large political parties and others are dissenters who oppose the view of their religious denominations. Some groups may have indirect affiliation with a religious denomination or some other community organization, while others may have formed specifically to fight the abortion cause in view of their own position.

Chapter 5 describes the abortion debate in the United States and Canada as it has unfolded through decisions made in the courts and legislatures. In 1973, Roe v. Wade began a new chapter that touched every aspect of the abortion debate. Using the trimester framework, the United States Supreme Court ruled that it was an infringement of the woman’s right of privacy for the state to interfere with her decision for an abortion within the first trimester of pregnancy. Politically, there have been attempts to amend the Constitution in order to acknowledge the fetus as a person and thus to prohibit abortion. Amendments have been introduced to limit the use of Medicaid funds for abortions for indigent women. Individual states have tried to limit abortions by employing a number of strategies such as requiring parental consent and placing special stringent requirements on the facility where abortions are to be performed. The Supreme Court decision in Webster v. Reproductive Health Services in 1989 ruled in favor of three out of four provisions of the 1986 Missouri abortion law. As a result, abortions will be more closely regulated and more difficult to obtain. The trimester framework employed in Roe was discarded. The Webster decision is the most serious threat to Roe. A number of states have attempted to enact very restrictive abortion laws since the 1989 ruling.

In Canada, many notable events have happened with regard to the practice of abortion since the 1969 Omnibus Bill, which allowed therapeutic abortions when the pregnancy threatened the “life or health” of the woman. This determination was to be made by a therapeutic abortion committee within an accredited hospital. In 1988, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled in R. v. Morgentaler that the 1969 Omnibus Bill infringed upon a number of the rights guaranteed to all, including pregnant women, and was therefore unconstitutional. In 1989, the federal government tabled a bill to recriminalize abortion. As of 1990, it has passed through the House of Commons and is still in need of Senate approval. Abortion will be available if a medical practitioner is of the opinion that continuing the pregnancy will threaten the life or health of the woman. Physicians become the gatekeepers. It is believed that the effect of the bill, not necessarily intended, will be to limit access to abortions, because physicians will not want their opinions challenged in court, as abortion opponents have threatened to do. In 1989, there were two well-publicized cases, one in Ontario and the other in Quebec, where male friends of pregnant women unsuccessfully attempted to prevent them from seeking an abortion.

Chapter 5 includes excerpts of the actual Court decisions: Roe v. Wade and Webster v. Reproductive Health Services pertaining to the United States and R. v. Morgentaler for Canada. Bill C-43 is included as well. This is the bill, passed by the Canadian Parliament and awaiting Senate approval, which will recriminalize abortion. Current legal and bibliographic references follow at the end of Chapter 5.

In sum, this is a source book on the abortion debate as it has been carried out in recent years. It seeks to represent the diversity of opinion and attitude as it has found expression in the academy, the churches, the courts, and various groups within Canadian and American society. It is hoped that such a work will provide a basis for information and reflection for those who are concerned with this important issue. Two recent bibliographic sources on the abortion issue are: Joan Nordquest, editor, Reproductive Rights: A Bibliography (Santa Cruz, CA: Reference and Research Services, 1988); and by Gary E. Skolnick, Abortion: Index of Modern Information with Bibliography (Washington, DC: ABBE Publishers Association, 1988).


Notes

1.  Christopher Tietze and Stanley Henshaw, Induced Abortion: A World Review 1986, 6th edition (New York: The Alan Guttmacher Institute, 1986), 1.




The Abortion Debate in the United States and Canada





Chapter One

Demographics, Sociological Research and Opinions


What is the number of legal abortions performed in the United States and Canada? What are the demographic characteristics of those women seeking abortion? What does current research reveal about the sociological aspects of abortion? What do the opinion polls say about attitudes toward abortion? This chapter presents information regarding abortion practice in the United States and Canada. Such objective data is valuable in order to make well-informed and accurate assessments about the controversial positions and polices on abortion.



1. ABORTION PRACTICE IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA1


This section contains data on die incidence and demographics of the practice of abortion in the United States and Canada.

Table 1 indicates the number of abortions, the rate per 1000 women and the ratio per 100 known pregnancies. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) report 15 to 18 percent lower numbers of abortions than die number estimated by the Alan Guttmacher Institute (AGI). The difference is related to the way that the data is collected. The CDC obtains most of its information from state health departments whereas the AGI pursues its data with active outreach.2



TABLE 1. Number of Abortions, Abortion Rate per 1,000 Women aged 15-44, Abortion Ratio per 100 Known Pregnancies* and Total Abortion Rate.**


	United States

	No.

	Rate

	Ratio

	Total Rate






	Reported to the CDC




	19703

	193,500

	4.5

	5.0

	-




	1971

	485,800

	11.11

	2.5

	-




	1972

	586,800

	13.21

	5.5

	-




	1973

	615,800

	13.51

	6.5

	-




	1974

	763,500

	16.41

	9.3

	-




	1975

	854,900

	18.0

	21.5

	-




	1976

	988,300

	20.3

	23.2

	-




	1977

	1,079,400

	21.7

	24.7

	-




	1978

	1,157,800

	22.7

	25.5

	-




	1979

	1,251,900

	24.1

	26.1

	-




	1980

	1,297,600

	24.5

	26.3

	-




	1981

	1,300,800

	24.2

	26.2

	-




	19824

	1,304,000

	23.9

	26.2

	-




	Reported to the AGI




	19735

	744,600

	16.3

	19.3

	-




	1974

	898,600

	19.3

	22.0

	-




	1975

	1,034,200

	21.7

	24.9

	-




	1976

	1,179,300

	24.2

	26.5

	-




	1977

	1,316,700

	26.5

	28.6

	-




	1978

	1,409,600

	27.7

	29.2

	-




	1979

	1,497,700

	28.8

	29.6

	-




	1980

	1,553,900

	29.3

	30.0

	-




	1981

	1,577,300

	29.3

	30.1

	-




	1982

	1,573,900

	28.8

	30.0

	-




	19836

	1,515,000

	27.4

	29.4

	-




	19857

	1,588,600

	28.0

	29.7

	797




	Canada8




	
	No.

	Rate

	Ratio

	Total Rate




	1970

	11,200

	2.5

	2.9

	-




	1971

	30,900

	6.6

	7.7

	-




	1972

	38,900

	8.2

	10.1

	-




	1973

	43,200

	8.9

	11.3

	-




	1974

	48,100

	9.6

	12.0

	-




	1975

	49,300

	9.6

	11.8

	-




	1975 All†9

	59,000

	11.4

	13.7

	-




	1976

	54,500

	10.3

	13.2

	-




	1977

	57,600

	10.6

	13.8

	-




	1978

	62,300

	11.3

	14.6

	-




	1979

	65,000

	11.6

	15.0

	-




	1980

	65,900

	11.4

	15.0

	-




	1981

	65,100

	11.1

	14.9

	-




	1982

	66,300

	11.1

	15.0

	-




	1982 All†10

	77,500

	13.0

	13.7

	-




	1983

	61,800

	10.2

	14.2

	-




	1984

	62,300

	10.2

	(14.2)

	-




	198711

	63,600

	10.2

	14.7

	299




	1987 All†

	74,800

	12.1

	16.6

	u








---------

* Known pregnancies are defined as legal abortions plus live births. Births have not been lagged by six months because the necessary birth data are unavailable for most countries.

** The number of abortions that would be experienced by 1,000 women during their reproductive lifetime, given age-specific abortion rates.

† Including abortions obtained in Canadian clinics and in the United States.

CDC Centers for Disease Control

AGI Alan Guttmacher Institute

u unavailable

(-) not included in the 1986 AGI statistics.

The CDC reported the relatively low abortion rate of 4.5 in 1970, which was three years before the Roe v. Wade decision. From this time, the rate steadily increased. The effect of Roe was to leave the choice in continuing or terminating pregnancy in the early stages to the woman. This change can account for the statistics from 1973 to 1974. The CDC reported the rate at 13.51 in 1973 and 16.41 in 1974; the AGI reported the rate of 16.3 in 1973 and 19.3 in 1974. From 1978, however, the rate does not appear to have increased significantly. The CDC rate was 22.7 in 1978 and 23.9 in 1982; the AGI rate was 27.7 in 1978 and 28.0 in 1985.

In Canada, in the period from 1970 to 1988, in accordance with amendments to the Criminal Code set out in the Omnibus Bill, 1969, induced abortions had to be carried out with the approval of a hospital’s therapeutic abortion committee. The lowest rate was in 1970 at 2.5. However, the rate steadily increased. It levels off between 1978 at 11.3 and 1982 at 11.0. The statistics show a slight decline after 1983 at 10.2 and in 1987 at 10.2. In 1988, the Supreme Court declared that the abortion law violated the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. It was struck down. The effects of the Court decision on the abortion rate are not available at this date. The abortion rate in Canada is consistently lower than in the United States.

Table 2 specifies the associated deaths and mortality rate in relation to the number of legal abortions. The statistics show a steady decline. In 1970 in the United States, the mortality rate was 19.0, while in the period from 1980-85, it was 0.6. The most significant drop was during 1970 to 1974, when it fell from 19.0 to 2.9.



TABLE 2. Number of Legal Abortions (in 000s), Number of Associated Deaths and Mortality Rate (95% confidence intervals) per 100,000 Legal Abortions.


	
	Abortions

	Deaths

	Mortality

	Rates




	United States






	197012

	193.5

	3613

	19.0

	(13-25)




	1971

	485.8

	54

	11.0

	(8.2-14)




	1972

	586.8

	2414

	4.1

	(2.5-5.7)




	1973

	744.6

	25

	3.4

	(2.0-4.7)




	1974

	898.6

	26

	2.9

	(0.4-1.5)




	1975

	1,034.0

	29

	2.8

	(1.8-3.8)




	1976

	1,179.3

	11

	0.9

	(0.4-1.5)




	1977

	1316.7

	17

	1.3

	(0.7-1.9)




	1978

	1,409.6

	9

	0.6

	(0.3-1.2)




	197915

	1,497.7

	18

	1.2

	(0.6-1.8)




	1980-8516

	5,445.9

	54

	0.6

	(0.4-0.7)




	Canada




	1970-7517

	221.0

	818

	3.6

	(1.6-7.1)




	1976-83

	502.9

	1

	0.2

	(0.0-1.1)




	1980-198719

	511.0

	1

	0.2

	(0.0-1.1)








------

Note: For sources not indicated, see Table 1.

The same decline is found in the Canadian statistics. In the period from 1970-75, the mortality rate was 3.6. In the period from 1980-87, the rate was 0.2.

Table 3 notes the percentage distribution of legal abortions by weeks of gestation. The American statistics show an increase in early abortions since 1973. The CDC reported 36.1 percentage distribution at eight weeks or less in 1973, while in 1982, it was 50.6. The AGI estimated 38.2 percentage distribution in 1973 at eight weeks or less, while in 1985, it was 51.5. The CDC numbers in the 9-12 week period were higher in 1973 at 47.3 than in 1982 at 39.1. The AGI indicates the percentage distribution at 9 to 12 weeks at 47.3 in 1973, while in 1985, it was 39.6. It is the same situation with the percentage distribution of abortions at 17 weeks or more. There were more later abortions in 1973. The CDC indicates 9.7 at 17 weeks or more, while it was 5.0 in 1982. The AGI notes 6.5 at 17 weeks or more in 1973, while in 1985, the percentage distribution was 3.7 at 17 weeks or more.



TABLE 3. Percentage Distribution of Legal Abortions, by Weeks of Gestation.


	
	≤8

	9-12

	13-16

	≥17

	Total




	United States20






	Reported to the CDC*




	1973

	36.1

	47.3

	6.9

	9.7

	-




	1974

	42.6

	44.1

	5.5

	7.8

	-




	1975

	44.6

	43.3

	5.0

	7.1

	-




	1976

	36.1

	47.3

	6.9

	9.7

	-




	1977

	51.2

	40.2

	3.4

	5.2

	-




	1978

	52.2

	39.2

	4.0

	4.6

	-




	1979

	52.1

	39.4

	4.2

	4.3

	-




	1980

	51.7

	38.3

	5.2

	4.8

	-




	1981

	51.2

	38.9

	5.2

	4.7

	-




	1982

	50.6

	39.1

	5.3

	5.0

	-




	Estimated by the AGI**†




	1973

	38.2

	47.3

	8.0

	6.5

	-




	1974

	44.4

	43.6

	6.6

	5.4

	-




	1975

	46.5

	42.7

	6.0

	4.8

	-




	1976

	47.5

	42.8

	5.5

	4.2

	-




	1977

	50.0

	41.1

	5.2

	3.7

	-




	1978

	50.2

	40.9

	5.8

	3.1

	-




	1979

	50.0

	41.1

	6.0

	2.9

	-




	1980

	51.5

	39.8

	6.0

	2.7

	-




	1981

	51.4

	39.8

	6.1

	2.7

	-




	1982

	51.2

	39.7

	6.1

	3.0

	-




	1985‡21

	51.5

	39.6

	5.2

	3.7

	100.0




	Age, 1981, Reported to the CDC**




	14 or less

	33.1

	44.5

	11.8

	10.8

	-




	15-19

	40.8

	44.6

	9.4

	5.2

	-




	20-24

	49.8

	40.6

	6.5

	3.1

	-




	25-29

	55.6

	36.6

	5.4

	2.5

	-




	30-34

	58.4

	34.9

	4.6

	2.1

	-




	35-39

	59.2

	33.7

	5.1

	2.0

	-




	40 or more

	57.8

	34.4

	4.8

	3.0

	-




	Canada‡




	197422

	20.8

	58.0

	14.6

	6.6

	-




	1975

	22.4

	58.9

	13.3

	5.4

	-




	1976

	24.1

	59.0

	11.8

	5.1

	-




	1977

	23.8

	60.4

	11.0

	4.8

	-




	1978

	24.7

	59.9

	11.1

	4.3

	-




	1979

	24.6

	61.3

	10.3

	3.8

	-




	1980

	24.6

	61.4

	10.4

	3.6

	-




	1981

	25.5

	61.1

	9.9

	3.5

	-




	1982

	25.9

	61.0

	9.7

	3.4

	-




	1983

	27.7

	60.2

	8.8

	3.3

	-




	1984

	29.5

	58.5

	8.6

	3.4

	-




	198723

	33.2

	55.3

	8.0

	3.5

	100.0




	Age (Years), 1982




	17 or less

	16.6

	61.9

	15.7

	5.8

	-




	18-19

	20.1

	62.3

	13.1

	4.5

	-




	20-24

	24.8

	61.9

	9.9

	3.4

	-




	25-29

	29.5

	60.9

	7.1

	2.4

	-




	30-34

	33.4

	59.1

	5.9

	1.6

	-




	35-39

	34.9

	56.2

	6.3

	2.6

	-




	40 or more

	32.6

	57.5

	6.5

	3.4

	-








------------

* Midtrimester abortions are reported as 13-15 weeks and 16 weeks or later.

** Abortions at 16 weeks (A16) were estimated by the following formula and transferred from the last to the next-to-last gestation category:

A16 = 4A13-15 × 3A16+l1/2/12

A13-16 = A13-15 + A16

A17 = A16+ - A16.

† Estimates are based on the assumption that one-half of the difference between numbers of the abortions reported to the CDC and the AGI were performed in the non-hospital facilities. These abortions were distributed by weeks of gestation proportionally to all abortions at 12 weeks or earlier reported to the CDC. Estimates are also adjusted for changes from year to year in the number of states reporting to the CDC. Last two categories are 13-15 and ≥16 weeks.24

‡ Completed weeks.

†† Last two categories are 13-15 and ≥16 weeks.25

Note:For sources not indicated, see Table 1.

In Canada, the highest percentage distribution of women who obtain legal abortions falls in the 9-12 week period of gestation. The legal requirements necessary to procure an abortion provide some explanation for this situation. Approval for the abortion had to be sought from a hospital’s therapeutic abortion committee. This process could have caused a delay in obtaining an abortion. In 1974, the percentage distribution for the 9 to 12 week period was 58.0. In 1987, it declined slightly to 55.3. In 1974, the percentage distribution for 8 weeks or less was 20.8; for 13-16 weeks it was 14.6 and for 17 weeks or more it was 6.6. In 1987, the percentage distribution for women obtaining abortion in 8 or less weeks did increase to 33.2 over the 1973 figure; for 13-16 it was weeks was 8.0; and for 17 weeks or more it was 3.5.

Table 4 indicates the percentage distribution of abortion patients by type of facility in which the abortion procedure was carried out and the length of hospital stay. In the United States, there is a sharp increase in the number of abortions performed in the non-hospital setting. In 1973 the percentage distribution was 48.0 while in 1982 it was 82.0. Table 4 also shows that there was a decrease in the length of stay in hospitals during the period from 1973 to 1982.



TABLE 4. Percentage Distribution of Abortion Patients, by Type of Facility in which Abortion was Performed and Length of Hospital Stay (in Nights).


	
	
	Non-Hospital

	Hospital

	
	
	
	



	
	
	0

	1

	2

	3

	4

	≥5




	United States

	
	
	
	
	
	





	197326

	48.0

	
	
	52.0

	
	
	



	1974

	53.0

	
	
	47.0

	
	
	



	1975

	60.0

	
	
	40.0

	
	
	



	1976

	65.0

	
	
	35.0

	
	
	



	1977

	70.0

	
	
	30.0

	
	
	



	1978

	75.0

	
	
	25.0

	
	
	



	1979

	77.0

	
	
	23.0

	
	
	



	1980

	78.0

	12.0

	
	10.0

	
	
	



	1981

	81.0

	11.0

	
	8.0

	
	
	



	1982

	82.0

	12.0

	
	6.0

	
	
	



	
	
	All

	
	
	
	
	Total




	198527

	86.9

	13.1 10.3

	2.8*

	u

	u

	u

	100.0




	Canada




	1974**28

	0.0

	29.5

	27.9

	21.7

	8.4

	12.5

	



	1975

	0.0

	34.9

	26.8

	21.6

	7.9

	8.8




	1976

	0.0

	37.9

	28.8

	19.7

	6.9

	6.7




	1977

	0.0

	47.9

	22.2

	18.8

	5.9

	5.2




	1978

	0.0

	53.4

	21.6

	15.4

	5.1

	4.5




	1979

	0.0

	57.4

	21.0

	14.5

	4.0

	3.1




	1980

	0.0

	59.7

	21.4

	12.6

	3.6

	2.6




	1981

	0.0

	64.2

	20.9

	10.1

	2.8

	1.0

	1.2




	1982

	0.0

	67.8

	19.4

	8.7

	2.4

	0.8

	0.9




	1983

	0.0

	72.5

	16.5

	7.4

	2.1

	0.8

	0.8




	
	
	All

	
	
	≥4

	Total




	198529

	14.5

	85.5 65.8

	12.9

	4.5

	1.3

	0.9

	100.0








* Distribution is for ≥1 nights.

** Excludes clinic abortions performed in Quebec.

u unavailable

Note: For sources not indicated, see Table 1.

In Canada, in the period from 1974 to 1983, the statistics indicate that legal abortions were not performed outside of the hospitals, except in Quebec. However, information on clinic abortions in Quebec is not provided. In 1985, the percentage distribution of abortions performed outside of a hospital was 14.5. In 1983, Dr. Henry Morgentaler opened an abortion clinic in Toronto. Later, clinics in other cities have been opened as well.

In Table 5, the percentage distribution of legal abortions, their rate and ratio, in view of women’s age is shown. In terms of the abortion rate by women’s age in both Canada and the United States, the highest rates were in the 18-19 age group. In the United States, in 1985, the abortion rate was 63.0 for this 18-19 age group; it was 52.3 for the 20-24 week age group. The abortion rate declined with each age group, so that the rate was 2.9 for women who were forty or over. Similarly, in 1987 in Canada, the abortion rate for women in the 18-19 age group was 21.0; in the 20-24 age group, it was 18.5. For women 40 or over, the abortion rate was 2.9.



TABLE 5. Percentage Distribution of Legal Abortions, Abortion Rate and Abortion Ratio, by Woman’s Age.


	
	All

	≥14

	15-17

	18-19

	≤19

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	20-24

	25-29

	30-34

	35-39

	≥40

	



	% Distribution




	United States30




	Reported to the CDC






	1972

	32.6

	
	
	
	32.5

	17.1

	9.8

	5.7

	2.3

	



	1973

	32.7

	
	
	
	32.0

	17.7

	9.9

	5.5

	2.2

	



	1974

	32.7

	
	
	
	31.7

	18.1

	10.0

	5.4

	2.1

	



	1975

	33.1

	
	
	
	31.9

	18.3

	9.7

	5.0

	2.0

	



	1976

	32.1

	
	
	
	33.3

	18.7

	9.3

	4.8

	1.8

	



	1977

	30.8

	
	
	
	34.5

	18.7

	9.5

	4.7

	1.8

	



	1978

	30.0

	
	
	
	35.0

	18.9

	9.7

	4.8

	1.6

	



	1979

	30.0

	
	
	
	35.4

	19.1

	9.6

	4.5

	1.4

	



	1980

	29.2

	
	
	
	35.5

	19.6

	9.9

	4.4

	1.4

	



	1981

	28.0

	
	
	
	35.3

	20.1

	10.6

	4.5

	1.5

	



	1982

	27.1

	
	
	
	35.1

	20.8

	10.7

	4.8

	1.5

	



	Estimated by the AGI*




	1973

	32.8

	
	
	
	32.3

	17.4

	9.7

	5.5

	2.3

	



	1974

	32.5

	
	
	
	31.9

	18.1

	10.0

	5.4

	2.1

	



	1975

	32.9

	
	
	
	32.1

	18.2

	9.7

	5.1

	2.0

	



	1976

	32.1

	
	
	
	33.3

	18.7

	9.3

	4.8

	1.8

	



	1977

	31.3

	
	
	
	34.2

	18.7

	9.4

	4.7

	1.7

	



	1978

	30.8

	
	
	
	34.7

	18.9

	9.5

	4.6

	1.5

	



	1979

	30.8

	
	
	
	30.8

	19.0

	9.5

	4.3

	1.3

	



	1980

	29.6

	
	
	
	35.4

	19.6

	9.8

	4.3

	1.3

	



	1981

	28.5

	
	
	
	35.2

	20.0

	10.6

	4.4

	1.3

	



	1982

	27.5

	
	
	
	35.0

	20.7

	10.7

	4.7

	1.4

	



	198531

	26.2

	1.1

	10.4

	14.7

	34.5

	21.2

	11.4

	5.4

	1.3

	



	
	All

	≥14

	15-17

	18-19

	≤19

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	20-24

	25-29

	30-34

	35-39

	≥40

	



	Canada




	197432

	31.5

	
	
	
	29.3

	18.5

	10.7

	6.7

	3.3

	



	1975

	31.3

	
	
	
	29.1

	19.5

	10.6

	6.5

	3.0

	



	1976

	30.7

	
	
	
	29.6

	19.8

	10.9

	6.1

	2.9

	



	1977

	30.8

	
	
	
	30.3

	19.4

	11.2

	5.8

	2.5

	



	1978

	30.4

	
	
	
	31.0

	19.2

	11.3

	5.7

	2.4

	



	1979

	30.5

	
	
	
	31.4

	19.3

	11.3

	5.4

	2.1

	



	1980

	29.7

	
	
	
	31.8

	19.6

	11.6

	5.3

	2.0

	



	1981

	28.3

	
	
	
	32.3

	19.9

	12.0

	5.5

	2.0

	



	1982

	26.8

	
	
	
	32.8

	20.4

	12.2

	5.9

	1.9

	



	1983

	24.9

	
	
	
	33.3

	20.8

	12.6

	6.4

	2.0

	



	1984

	23.6

	
	
	
	33.5

	21.4

	12.7

	6.9

	2.0

	



	198533

	22.3

	0.6

	9.3

	12.3

	31.7

	22.4

	13.9

	7.4

	2.2

	



	
	All

	≥14

	15-17

	18-19

	≤19

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	20-24

	25-29

	30-34

	35-39

	≥40

	



	Rate**

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total




	United States†




	197334

	23.9

	
	
	
	26.2

	16.9

	10.9

	7.1

	2.9

	437




	1974

	28.2

	
	
	
	30.4

	19.6

	13.0

	8.4

	3.3

	519




	1975

	32.5

	
	
	
	34.3

	21.8

	14.0

	8.9

	3.6

	576




	1976

	35.8

	
	
	
	39.6

	24.1

	15.0

	9.3

	3.7

	638




	1977

	39.0

	
	
	
	44.3

	26.9

	15.7

	9.8

	3.9

	698




	1978

	41.1

	
	
	
	47.2

	28.4

	16.4

	9.8

	3.6

	732




	1979

	43.9

	
	
	
	49.9

	29.6

	16.5

	9.4

	3.4

	764




	1980

	44.4

	
	
	
	51.4

	30.8

	17.1

	9.3

	3.5

	782




	1981

	44.8

	
	
	
	51.1

	31.4

	17.7

	9.5

	3.4

	790




	1982

	44.3

	
	
	
	51.2

	31.5

	17.7

	9.3

	3.3

	787




	198535

	45.7

	4.8

	30.7

	63.0

	52.3

	30.9

	17.8

	9.7

	2.9

	28.0




	Canada




	197436

	13.6

	
	
	
	14.1

	9.7

	7.1

	5.2

	2.3

	260




	1975

	13.7

	
	
	
	13.8

	10.0

	6.8

	4.9

	2.4

	258




	1976

	14.6

	
	
	
	15.1

	10.9

	7.4

	5.0

	2.5

	278




	1977

	15.3

	
	
	
	15.9

	11.2

	7.5

	4.9

	2.4

	286




	1978

	16.3

	
	
	
	17.2

	11.9

	7.8

	5.0

	2.4

	303




	1979

	17.0

	
	
	
	18.1

	12.2

	7.9

	4.8

	2.1

	311




	1980

	16.9

	
	
	
	18.2

	12.1

	7.9

	4.6

	2.1

	308




	1981

	16.3

	
	
	
	18.0

	11.9

	7.7

	4.4

	1.9

	301




	1982

	16.2

	
	
	
	18.5

	12.0

	7.9

	4.5

	1.9

	305




	1983

	14.7

	
	
	
	17.3

	11.2

	7.5

	4.4

	1.7

	284




	1984

	14.7

	
	
	
	17.6

	11.5

	7.5

	4.5

	1.7

	288




	198737

	15.2

	1.2

	10.6

	21.0

	18.5

	12.0

	7.8

	4.6

	1.6

	10.2




	
	All

	≥14

	15-17

	18-19

	≤19

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	20-24

	25-29

	30-34

	35-39

	≥40

	



	Ratio††

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	United States‡




	197338

	25.6

	
	
	
	17.6

	13.2

	18.7

	28.3

	39.7

	



	1974

	29.0

	
	
	
	20.0

	15.4

	21.7

	32.8

	44.4

	



	1975

	33.4

	
	
	
	22.8

	17.2

	23.5

	35.4

	48.6

	



	1976

	35.8

	
	
	
	25.0

	18.6

	23.1

	36.6

	50.2

	



	1977

	38.4

	
	
	
	27.6

	20.2

	23.7

	38.5

	52.5

	



	1978

	39.6

	
	
	
	28.7

	20.8

	23.5

	38.6

	51.6

	



	1979

	40.7

	
	
	
	29.4

	21.1

	23.0

	37.3

	50.4

	



	1980

	41.2

	
	
	
	30.1

	21.8

	23.3

	37.2

	51.7

	



	1981

	41.2

	
	
	
	30.4

	22.0

	23.9

	35.7

	51.3

	



	1982

	41.2

	
	
	
	30.6

	22.3

	23.9

	34.2

	51.4

	



	198539

	42.1

	45.7

	43.2

	41.0

	31.5

	22.0

	21.8

	32.2

	49.4

	29.7




	Canada




	197540

	23.7

	
	
	
	10.0

	7.0

	10.5

	22.0

	37.2

	



	1976

	25.8

	
	
	
	11.2

	7.9

	11.1

	23.1

	41.7

	



	1977

	27.6

	
	
	
	12.0

	8.1

	11.1

	23.7

	42.8

	



	1978

	30.1

	
	
	
	13.2

	8.4

	11.4

	25.0

	43.9

	



	1979

	31.9

	
	
	
	14.0

	8.6

	11.4

	24.2

	43.3

	



	1980

	32.2

	
	
	
	14.2

	8.6

	11.3

	23.1

	43.4

	



	1981

	32.0

	
	
	
	14.5

	8.6

	11.3

	21.9

	42.3

	



	1982

	32.5

	
	
	
	15.1

	8.8

	11.3

	21.6

	43.6

	



	1983

	31.5

	
	
	
	14.7

	8.2

	10.5

	20.7

	42.7

	



	1984

	31.0

	
	
	
	15.1

	8.3

	10.3

	21.2

	43.0

	



	198741

	33.4

	42.7

	38.2

	29.7

	16.8

	8.8

	10.3

	19.9

	39.8

	14.7








* Adjusted for changes from year to year in the number of states reporting to the CDC.

** For women under age 15, rate is computed per 1,000 women aged 13-14; for those under 20, rate is computed per 1,000 1519: for 40 or more, rate is computed per 1,000 40-44.

† Rates based on numbers of abortions reported to the AGI and age distributions reported to the CDC.

All ≥14 15-17 18-19

†† Ratio of abortion per 100 known pregnancies (defined as legal abortions plus live births, both adjusted to age of woman at time of conception). For the United States, live births six months later were used to match times of conception for pregnancies ending in birth and pregnancies ending in abortion.

‡ Ratios based on numbers of abortions reported to the AGI and age distributions reported to the CDC.

CDC Centers for Disease Control

AGI Alan Guttmacher Institute

Note:For sources not indicated, see Table 1.

Table 6 notes the percentage distribution of women who obtain legal abortions in view of their marital status. The statistics show that the majority of women who procure an abortion are not married. The AGI notes that women who have never married, who were previously married, including those who were separated, accounted for an 83.3 percentage distribution of the legal abortions in 1985 in the United States. Of the married women, 16.7 was the percentage distribution.



TABLE 6. Percentage Distribution of Women who Obtain Legal Abortions, by Marital Status


	
	Currently Married

	Previously Married

	Never Married

	Total




	United States42






	Reported to the CDC




	1972

	29.7

	70.3

	



	1973

	27.4

	72.6

	



	1974

	29.7

	70.3

	



	1975

	27.4

	72.6

	



	1976

	24.6

	75.4

	



	1977

	24.3

	75.7

	



	1978

	26.4

	73.6

	



	1979

	24.7

	75.3

	



	1980

	23.1

	76.9

	



	1981

	22.1

	77.9

	



	1982

	22.6

	77.4

	



	Estimated by the AGI*




	1973

	29.0

	71.0

	



	1974

	27.6

	27.6

	



	1975

	26.3

	73.7

	



	1976

	24.6

	75.4

	



	1977

	22.8

	77.2

	



	1978

	23.5

	76.5

	



	1979

	21.5

	78.5

	



	1980

	20.6

	20.6

	



	1981

	18.9

	81.1

	



	1982

	19.1

	80.9

	



	198543**†

	16.7

	83.3

	u

	100.0




	Canadat† ††




	197444

	32.2

	9.6

	58.2

	



	1975

	32.3

	9.3

	58.4

	



	1976

	31.7

	9.9

	58.4

	



	1977

	30.1

	9.7

	60.2

	



	1978

	28.4

	10.2

	61.4

	



	1979

	26.0

	9.9

	64.1

	



	1980

	25.0

	9.8

	65.2

	



	1981

	24.6

	9.6

	65.8

	



	1982

	25.0

	9.7

	65.3

	



	1983

	24.4

	9.4

	66.2

	



	1984

	23.9

	9.5

	66.6

	



	198745

	24.5

	8.2

	67.3

	100.0








-----------------------

* Adjusted for changes from year to year in the number of states reporting to the CDC.

** Never married included with previously married.

† Separated women are included with previously married.

†† Women in informal unions are included with currently married.

CDC Centers For Disease Control

AGI Alan Guttmacher Institute

Note:For sources not indicated, see Table 1.

In Canada, the women obtaining legal abortions who never married made up 67.3 percentage distribution; previously married women, including separated women, made up 8.2 percentage distribution; and married women made up 24.5 percentage distribution, according to the AGI.

Table 7 specifies the percentage distribution of women who obtain legal abortions and the ratio per 100 known pregnancies. In the United States, parity refers to prior live births. From 1972 until 1985, the percentage distribution of women obtaining legal abortions follows a similar pattern as shown in the 1985 statistics. It was 54.9 when there were no prior live births. The percentage distribution subsequently declined with the numbers of prior live births: 22.0 when there was 1 prior live birth; 15.1 when there was 2 prior live births. At 5 or more percentage live births, the percentage distribution was 1.0.



TABLE 7. Percentage Distribution of Women who Obtain Legal Abortions and Ratio per 100 Known Pregnancies, by Parity.


	Measure Parity

	0

	1

	2

	3

	4

	≥5

	Total




	% Distribution




	United States*46






	Reported to the CDC




	1972

	49.4

	18.2

	13.3

	8.7

	5.0

	5.5

	



	1973

	48.6

	18.8

	14.2

	8.7

	4.8

	4.9

	



	1974

	47.8

	19.6

	14.9

	8.7

	4.5

	4.5

	



	1975

	47.1

	20.2

	15.5

	8.7

	4.3

	4.2

	



	1976

	47.7

	20.7

	15.4

	8.7

	4.1

	3.8

	



	1977

	53.4

	19.1

	14.3

	7.0

	3.3

	2.9

	



	1978

	56.6

	19.2

	14.1

	5.9

	4.2

	



	1979

	58.1

	19.1

	13.8

	5.5

	3.5

	



	1980

	58.4

	19.4

	13.7

	5.3

	3.2

	



	1981

	58.3

	19.7

	13.7

	5.3

	3.0

	



	1982

	57.8

	20.3

	13.9

	5.1

	2.9

	



	Estimated by the AGI**




	1973

	55.2

	15.4

	13.9

	8.1

	3.9

	3.5

	



	1974

	53.7

	17.3

	14.5

	8.7

	3.6

	3.1

	



	1975

	52.4

	18.8

	15.1

	7.5

	3.3

	2.9

	



	1976

	53.4

	19.4

	14.9

	6.9

	2.9

	2.5

	



	1977

	56.4

	18.9

	14.2

	6.1

	2.5

	1.9

	



	1978

	56.6

	19.2

	14.1

	5.9

	4.2

	



	1979

	58.0

	19.2

	13.8

	5.5

	3.5

	



	1980

	57.9

	19.6

	13.9

	5.3

	3.3

	



	1981

	57.8

	19.8

	13.9

	5.4

	3.1

	



	1982

	57.3

	20.4

	14.1

	5.2

	3.0

	



	198547

	54.9

	22.0

	15.1

	5.4

	1.7

	1.0

	100.0




	Canada†




	197448

	58.0

	14.4

	14.4

	7.4

	3.3

	2.5

	



	1975

	58.5

	14.6

	14.8

	7.1

	2.9

	2.1

	



	1976

	58.9

	15.3

	15.0

	6.5

	2.5

	1.8

	



	1977

	60.3

	15.9

	14.3

	5.9

	2.2

	1.4

	



	1978

	61.2

	16.1

	14.2

	5.6

	1.9

	1.0

	



	1979

	63.1

	15.8

	13.6

	5.0

	1.6

	0.9

	



	1980

	63.6

	16.0

	13.4

	4.8

	1.4

	0.8

	



	1981

	63.3

	16.3

	13.9

	4.5

	1.3

	0.7

	



	1982

	63.1

	16.8

	13.7

	4.5

	1.3

	0.6

	



	1983

	62.2

	17.4

	14.1

	4.5

	1.2

	0.5

	



	1984

	61.1

	18.0

	14.4

	4.6

	1.3

	0.5

	



	198749

	58.4

	19.9

	15.2

	4.9

	1.2

	0.4

	100.0




	United States50††




	1973

	24.0

	10.6

	19.1

	23.5

	23.6

	18.4

	



	1974

	26.4

	13.3

	22.5

	27.4

	27.2

	21.4

	



	1975

	29.1

	16.3

	25.7

	29.7

	29.6

	24.9

	



	1976

	31.3

	17.8

	26.7

	30.1

	29.7

	25.7

	



	1977

	34.8

	19.0

	27.4

	29.7

	29.8

	24.6

	



	1978

	35.5

	19.8

	27.8

	29.9

	30.1

	25.2

	



	1979

	36.2

	20.1

	27.8

	28.9

	28.1

	23.2

	



	1980

	36.6

	20.8

	28.4

	28.8

	27.4

	22.4

	



	1981

	36.8

	20.8

	28.4

	29.0

	27.1

	22.0

	



	1982

	36.6

	21.1

	28.4

	28.1

	26.1

	20.9

	



	198551

	35.8

	21.9

	28.8

	28.1

	25.2

	20.0

	29.7




	Canada52




	1975

	15.9

	5.7

	13.0

	17.8

	20.3

	14.5

	



	1976

	16.8

	6.3

	14.0

	18.6

	20.7

	16.2

	



	1977

	17.7

	6.9

	14.2

	18.7

	21.2

	15.1

	



	1978

	19.0

	7.4

	14.7

	19.1

	20.9

	13.8

	



	1979

	20.0

	7.5

	14.5

	18.0

	19.6

	14.1

	



	1980

	19.9

	7.6

	14.4

	17.4

	18.6

	13.3

	



	1981

	19.6

	7.7

	14.8

	16.0

	16.7

	11.6

	



	1982

	19.8

	8.0

	14.7

	16.7

	16.5

	10.0

	



	1983

	18.6

	7.6

	14.1

	15.5

	14.8

	9.5

	



	1984

	18.6

	7.8

	14.3

	15.8

	15.6

	9.2

	



	198753†

	18.9

	8.7

	15.1

	16.5

	14.6

	8.1

	14.7








---------------

* Prior Live Births

** Adjusted for changes from year to year in the number of states reporting to the CDC.

† Prior Deliveries

†† Ratios are based on numbers of abortions reported to the CDC.

CDC Centers For Disease Control

AGI Alan Guttmacher Institute

Note:For sources not indicated, see Table 1.

In Canada, parity refers to prior deliveries. It appears that the highest percentage distribution of women obtaining legal abortions takes place when there are no prior deliveries. According to the AGI, in 1987 it was 58.4 percentage distribution when there had been no prior deliveries; 19.9 for one prior delivery; 4.9 for three prior deliveries; and 0.4 for 5 or more prior deliveries, as indicated by the AGI.

Table 8 indicates the number of repeat abortions. It indicates the percentage distribution of legal abortions by the number of prior induced abortions. In both the United States and Canada, the highest percentage distribution is with the first abortion and subsequently declined with the number of prior abortions, as indicated by the AGI. In 1985 in the United States, the percentage distribution was 59.5 when there were no prior abortions. It was 26.2 when there was one prior abortion; 9.4 when there was 2 prior abortions and when there was three or more prior abortions, it was 5.0.



TABLE 8. Percentage Distribution of Legal Abortions, by Number of Prior Induced Abortions


	Number of Prior Abortions




	
	0

	1

	2

	≥3

	Total




	United States54

	
	
	
	
	





	Reported to the CDC




	1974

	86.8

	11.3

	1.5

	0.4

	



	1975

	81.9

	14.9

	2.5

	0.7

	



	1976

	79.9

	16.6

	2.6

	0.9

	



	1977

	76.8

	18.3

	3.4

	1.5

	



	1978

	70.8

	22.1

	5.3

	1.8

	



	1979

	69.0

	23.0

	5.9

	2.1

	



	1980

	67.6

	23.5

	6.6

	2.3

	



	1981

	65.3

	24.3

	7.5

	2.9

	



	1982

	63.7

	24.9

	8.2

	3.2

	



	Estimated by the AGI*




	1974

	84.8

	12.5

	1.9

	0.8

	



	1975

	79.5

	16.5

	2.9

	1.1

	



	1976

	77.3

	18.1

	3.4

	1.2

	



	1977

	73.9

	20.6

	4.1

	1.4

	



	1978

	70.7

	22.5

	5.0

	1.8

	



	1979

	68.4

	23.5

	5.8

	2.3

	



	1980

	67.1

	24.0

	6.3

	2.6

	



	1981

	64.9

	24.7

	7.1

	3.3

	



	1982

	63.2

	25.3

	7.8

	3.7

	



	198555

	59.5

	26.2

	9.4

	5.0

	100.0




	Age, 198156




	≤19

	80.5

	16.5

	2.5

	0.5

	



	20-24

	60.0

	27.9

	8.7

	3.4

	



	25-29

	51.9

	29.7

	12.1

	6.3

	



	30-34

	53.4

	27.1

	11.8

	7.6

	



	35-39

	56.6

	25.7

	10.8

	6.8

	



	≥40

	62.1

	21.7

	9.4

	6.7

	



	Canada




	197457

	92.1

	7.0

	0.7

	0.2

	



	1975

	91.2

	7.8

	0.8

	0.2

	



	1976

	89.7

	9.1

	1.0

	0.2

	



	1977

	88.4

	10.1

	1.2

	0.3

	



	1978

	86.7

	11.3

	1.6

	0.4

	



	1979

	85.7

	12.2

	1.7

	0.4

	



	1980

	84.4

	13.1

	2.0

	0.5

	



	1981

	83.3

	14.0

	2.2

	0.5

	



	1982

	82.0

	14.9

	2.5

	0.6

	



	1983

	80.6

	15.8

	2.8

	0.8

	



	1984

	79.9

	16.1

	3.0

	0.9

	



	198758

	78.0

	17.4

	3.6

	1.1

	



	Age, 1982




	≤19

	92.0

	7.5

	0.5

	0.0

	



	20-24

	81.0

	16.5

	2.2

	0.3

	



	25-29

	75.6

	19.6

	3.8

	1.0

	



	30-34

	74.7

	19.2

	4.4

	1.6

	



	≥35

	79.6

	14.5

	4.2

	1.6

	







* Adjusted for changes from year to year in the number of states reporting to the CDC.

CDC Centers For Disease Control

AGI Alan Guttmacher Institute

Note:For sources not indicated, see Table 1.

In Canada in 1987, the percentage distribution when there were no prior abortions was 78.0. It was 17.4 when there was one prior abortion; 3.6 when there was 2 prior abortions; and when there were three or more prior abortions, the percentage distribution was 1.1.

INCIDENCE OF ABORTION




2. CURRENT SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

The sociological aspects of abortion have been subject to a wide range of studies. This research includes such topics as: those who have abortions; the determinants of pro-life and pro-choice attitudes; the attitudes of congenitally impaired children; feminist abortion collectives; the bombing of abortion clinics, to name a few. The selection of recent abstracts from Sociological Abstracts represents this variety of research.

Badagliacco, Joanne Marie (Columbia University, New York NY 10027), “Who Has Abortions: Determinants of Abortion Choice among American Women,” Dissertation Abstracts International, A: The Humanities and Social Sciences, 1988, 49, 3, Sept, 630-A. Available from UMI, Ann Arbor, MI, Order No. DA8809323.

This item is reprinted with the permission of Sociological Abstracts, Inc. and may not be reproduced without its prior permission.

Badagliacco, Joanne Marie (Columbia University, New York NY 10027), “Does Motherhood Matter in Abortion Choice among American Women?”, Conference Abstract Supplement, Sociological Abstracts, December 1989.

Although abortion is one of the most prevalent means of fertility control worldwide, there is no comprehensive theory to explain why some women choose abortion while others do not. Addressing the issue of who has abortions and what variables affect that decision among United States women, two comparison groups are analyzed-those who were childless and those who were mothers at the time of the pregnancy in question-using data from the National Survey of Family Growth, Cycle II (1976) and multivariate statistical techniques. The literature concerning fertility decision making and abortion decisions is critically reviewed, and a status set hypothesis is presented as an explanation for abortion decision differences. Among the survey Rs, some variables found to directly affect abortion choice include whether the woman was childless at the time of her pregnancy (motherhood), if she was attending school, whether abortion was legal at that time, race/ethnicity, the availability of abortion facilities, and religiosity. (Copyright 1989, Sociological Abstracts, Inc., all rights reserved.)

This item is reprinted with the permission of Sociological Abstracts, Inc., and may not be reproduced without its prior permission.

Bart, Pauline B. (University of Illinois, Chicago 60680), “Seizing the Means of Reproduction: An Illegal Feminist Abortion Collective–How and Why It Worked,” Qualitative Sociology, 1987, 10, 4, Winter, 339-357.

An illegal feminist abortion collective in Chicago, III, called The Service, is described, through whose efforts 11,000 abortions were performed between 1969 and 1973, when abortion was legalized. An analysis of interview data from 32 members of this lay group indicates how and why the collective was so effective in providing what is usually an MD-controlled medical procedure. After describing the structure of the organization and the process by which women obtained the abortion, including preabortion counseling and postabortion follow-up, two sets of reasons for the collective’s effectiveness are presented: the first five reasons deal with the organization’s social and historical context, illegality, charismatic leaders, member satisfaction, and financial self-sufficiency; the next nine deal with factors that made The Service a relatively typical democratic collective organization. The most important factor was its lack of concern for organizational survival per se. 19 References. Modified Homotopic Abstract.

This item is reprinted with the permission of Sociological Abstracts, Inc. and may not be reproduced without its prior permission.

Breslau, Naomi (Department of Psychiatry Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland OH 44106), “Abortion of Defective Fetuses: Attitudes of Mothers of Congenitally Impaired Children,” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 1987, 49, 4, Nov, 839-845.

A sample of mothers of children with cystic fibrosis, cerebral palsy, myelodysplasia, and multiple physical handicaps (N=310) was compared to a probability sample of mothers of children free of disabilities (N=357) on their attitudes toward the availability of legal abortion.
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