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The Enigma of Desire

The Enigma of Desire: Sex, Longing, and Belonging in Psychoanalysis
introduces new perspectives on desire and longing, in and outside of the
analytic relationship. This exciting volume explores the known and
unknown, ghosts and demons, sexuality and lust. Galit Atlas discusses the
subjects of sex and desire and investigates what she terms the Enigmatic
and the Pragmatic aspects of sexuality, longing, female desire, sexual
inhibition, pregnancy, parenthood, and creativity.

The author focuses on the levels of communication that take place in the
most intimate settings: between mothers and their babies; between lovers; in
the unconscious bond of two people—in the consulting room, where two
individuals sit alone in one room, looking and listening, breathing and
dreaming. Atlas examines the ways in which different languages, translations,
and integrations focus on birth, death, sexuality, and human bonds.

In The Enigma of Desire each chapter opens with a narrative, a therapeutic
story which illustrates both the analyst’s and patient’s desires and the ways
these emerge and interact in the consulting room. This book will be of
interest to anyone who is curious about the intricacies of sex and desire,
and will be of great appeal to psychoanalysts, therapists, and mental health
professionals.

Dr. Galit Atlas is a psychoanalyst and clinical supervisor in private practice
in Manhattan. She is on the faculty of the New York University Postdoctoral
Program for Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis and NIP and lectures
throughout the United States and internationally. She is the author of
numerous articles and book chapters on gender and sexuality. Dr. Atlas is
on the board of directors of the Division of Psychoanalysis of the American
Psychological Association.
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The Relational Perspectives Book Series (RPBS) publishes books that
grow out of or contribute to the relational tradition in contemporary
psychoanalysis. The term relational psychoanalysis was first used by
Greenberg and Mitchell' to bridge the traditions of interpersonal relations,
as developed within interpersonal psychoanalysis and object relations, as
developed within contemporary British theory. But, under the seminal work
of the late Stephen Mitchell, the term relational psychoanalysis grew and
began to accrue to itself many other influences and developments. Various
tributaries—interpersonal psychoanalysis, object relations theory, self
psychology, empirical infancy research, and elements of contemporary
Freudian and Kleinian thought—flow into this tradition, which understands
relational configurations between self and others, both real and fantasied,
as the primary subject of psychoanalytic investigation.

We refer to the relational tradition, rather than to a relational school, to
highlight that we are identifying a trend, a tendency within contemporary
psychoanalysis, not a more formally organized or coherent school or system
of beliefs. Our use of the term relational signifies a dimension of theory and
practice that has become salient across the wide spectrum of contemporary
psychoanalysis. Now under the editorial supervision of Lewis Aron and
Adrienne Harris with the assistance of Associate Editors Steven Kuchuck
and Eyal Rozmarin, the Relational Perspectives Book Series originated in
1990 under the editorial eye of the late Stephen A. Mitchell. Mitchell was
the most prolific and influential of the originators of the relational tradition.
He was committed to dialogue among psychoanalysts and he abhorred the
authoritarianism that dictated adherence to a rigid set of beliefs or technical
restrictions. He championed open discussion, comparative and integrative
approaches, and he promoted new voices across the generations.

1 Greenberg, J. & Mitchell, S. (1983). Object relations in psychoanalytic theory. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press.



Included in the Relational Perspectives Book Series are authors and
works that come from within the relational tradition, extend and develop
the tradition, as well as works that critique relational approaches or compare
and contrast it with alternative points of view. The series includes our most
distinguished senior psychoanalysts, along with younger contributors who

bring fresh vision.

Vol. 1
Conversing with Uncertainty:
Practicing Psychotherapy
in a Hospital Setting
Rita Wiley McCleary

Vol. 2
Affect in Psychoanalysis:
A Clinical Synthesis
Charles Spezzano

Vol. 3
The Analyst in the Inner City:
Race, Class, and Culture
through a Psychoanalytic Lens
Neil Altman

Vol. 4
A Meeting of Minds:
Mutuality in Psychoanalysis
Lewis Aron

Vol. 5
Holding and Psychoanalysis:
A Relational Perspective
Joyce A. Slochower

Vol. 6
The Therapist as a Person:
Life Crises, Life Choices,
Life Experiences,
and Their Effects on Treatment
Barbara Gerson (ed.)

Vol. 7
Soul on the Couch:
Spirituality, Religion, and Morality
in Contemporary Psychoanalysis
Charles Spezzano & Gerald
J. Gargiulo (eds.)

Vol. 8
Unformulated Experience:
From Dissociation to Imagination in
Psychoanalysis
Donnel B. Stern

Vol. 9
Influence and Autonomy in
Psychoanalysis
Stephen A. Mitchell

Vol. 10
Fairbairn, Then and Now
Neil J. Skolnick & David

E. Scharff (eds.)

Vol. 11
Building Bridges:
Negotiation of Paradox in
Psychoanalysis
Stuart A. Pizer

Vol. 12
Relational Perspectives
on the Body
Lewis Aron & Frances Sommer
Anderson (eds.)

Vol. 13
Seduction, Surrender, and
Transformation:
Emotional Engagement in the Analytic
Process
Karen Maroda

Vol. 14
Relational Psychoanalysis:
The Emergence of a Tradition
Stephen A. Mitchell & Lewis Aron
(eds.)



Vol. 15
The Collapse of the Self and Its
Therapeutic Restoration
Rochelle G. K. Kainer

Vol. 16
Psychoanalytic Participation:
Action, Interaction, and Integration
Kenneth A. Frank

Vol. 17
The Reproduction of Evil:
A Clinical and Cultural Perspective
Sue Grand

Vol. 18
Objects of Hope:
Exploring Possibility and
Limit in Psychoanalysis
Steven H. Cooper

Vol. 19
Who is the Dreamer, Who
Dreams the Dream?
A Study of Psychic Presences
James S. Grotstein

Vol. 20
Relationality:
From Attachment to Intersubjectivity
Stephen A. Mitchell

Vol. 21
Looking for Ground:
Countertransference
and the Problem of Value in
Psychoanalysis
Peter G. M. Carnochan

Vol. 22
Sexuality, Intimacy, Power
Muriel Dimen

Vol. 23
September 11: Trauma
and Human Bonds
Susan W. Coates, Jane L. Rosenthal,
& Daniel S. Schechter (eds.)

Vol. 24
Minding Spirituality
Randall Lehman Sorenson

Vol. 25
Gender as Soft Assembly
Adrienne Harris

Vol. 26
Impossible Training:
A Relational View of
Psychoanalytic Education
Emanuel Berman

Vol. 27
The Designed Self:
Psychoanalysis and
Contemporary Identities
Carlo Strenger

Vol. 28
Relational Psychoanalysis, Vol. I1:
Innovation and Expansion
Lewis Aron & Adrienne Harris (eds.)

Vol. 29
Child Therapy in the Great Outdoors:
A Relational View
Sebastiano Santostefano

Vol. 30
The Healer's Bent:
Solitude and Dialogue in the
Clinical Encounter
James T. McLaughlin

Vol. 31
Unconscious Fantasies and the
Relational World
Danielle Knafo & Kenneth Feiner

Vol. 32
Getting from Here to There:
Analytic Love, Analytic Process
Sheldon Bach

Vol. 33
Creating Bodies:
Eating Disorders as Self-Destructive
Survival
Katie Gentile



Vol. 34
Relational Psychoanalysis,
Vol. Ill: New Voices
Melanie Suchet, Adrienne Harris,
& Lewis Aron (eds.)

Vol. 35
Comparative-Integrative
Psychoanalysis:

A Relational Perspective for the
Discipline s Second Century
Brent Willock

Vol. 36
Bodies in Treatment:
The Unspoken Dimension
Frances Sommer Anderson (ed.)

Vol. 37
Adolescent Identities:
A Collection of Readings
Deborah Browning (ed.)

Vol. 38
Repair of the Soul: Metaphors
of Transformation in Jewish
Mysticism and Psychoanalysis
Karen E. Starr

Vol. 39
Dare to be Human:
A Contemporary Psychoanalytic Journey
Michael Shoshani Rosenbaum

Vol. 40
The Analyst in the Inner City,
Second Edition:
Race, Class, and Culture through a
Psychoanalytic Lens
Neil Altman

Vol. 41
The Hero in the Mirror:
From Fear to Fortitude
Sue Grand

Vol. 42
Sabert Basescu:
Selected Papers on Human
Nature and Psychoanalysis
George Goldstein & Helen Golden (eds.)

Vol. 43
Invasive Objects: Minds
under Siege
Paul Williams

Vol. 44
Good Enough Endings:
Breaks, Interruptions, and
Terminations _from Contemporary

Relational Perspectives
Jill Salberg (ed.)

Vol. 45
First Do No Harm: The
Paradoxical Encounters
of Psychoanalysis, Warmaking,
and Resistance
Adrienne Harris & Steven
Botticelli (eds.)

Vol. 46
A Disturbance in the Field:
Essays in Transference-
Countertransference Engagement
Steven H. Cooper

Vol. 47
Uprooted Minds:
Surviving the Politics of
Terror in the Americas
Nancy Caro Hollander

Vol. 48
Toward Mutual Recognition:
Relational Psychoanalysis
and the Christian Narrative
Marie T. Hoffman

Vol. 49
Understanding and Treating
Dissociative Identity Disorder:
A Relational Approach
Elizabeth F. Howell

Vol. 50
With Culture in Mind:
Psychoanalytic Stories
Muriel Dimen (ed.)



Vol. 51 Vol. 60
Relational Psychoanalysis, Vol. IV: The Origins of Attachment: Infant
Expansion of Theory Research and Adult Treatment
Lewis Aron & Adrienne Harris (eds.) Beatrice Beebe & Frank M. Lachmann

Vol. 52 Vol. 61

Relational Psychoanalysis, Vol. V: The Embodied Analyst: From
Evolution of Process Freud and Reich to Relationality

Lewis Aron & Adrienne Harris (eds.) Jon Sletvold

Vol. 53 Vol. 62
Individualizing Gender and Sexuality: A Relational Psychoanalytic
Theory and Practice Approach to Couples Psychotherapy
Nancy Chodorow Philip A. Ringstrom
Vol. 54 Vol. 63

Cyclical Psychodynamics and the

The Silent Past and the Invisible
Contextual Self: The Inner World, the

Present: Memory, Trauma, -
and Representation in Intimate World, and th? World of
Culture and Society
Psychotherapy
Paul L. Wachtel
Paul Renn
Vol. 55 A Vol. 64
Traumatic Ruptures: Abandonment and
A Psychotherapy for the . . . .
. Betrayal in the Analytic Relationship
People: Toward a Progressive Robin A. Deutsch (ed.)
Psychoanalysis ' '
Lewis Aron & Karen Starr Vol. 65
The Cut and the Building of
] Vol. 56 ) Psychoanalysis, Volume 1: Sigmund
Holding and Psychoanalysis: A Freud and Emma Eckstein
Relational Perspective Carlo Bonomi
Joyce Slochower
Vol. 66
Vol. 57 Relational Psychoanalysis and
The Play Within the Play: The Enacted Psychotherapy Integration: An
Dimension of Psychoanalytic Process Evolving Synergy
Gil Katz Jill Bresler & Karen Starr (eds.)
Vol. 58 Vol. 67
Traumatic Narcissism: Relational The Legacy of Sandor Ferenczi:
Systems of Subjugation From Ghost to Ancestor
Daniel Shaw Adrienne Harris &
Steven Kuchuck (eds.)
Vol. 59
Clinical Implications of the Vol. 68
Psychoanalyst s Somatic Experience in Psychoanalysis
Life Experience: When the Personal and Psychotherapy: In the Expressive
Becomes Professional Language of the Living

Steven Kuchuck (ed.) William F. Cornell



Vol. 69
Relational Treatment
of Trauma: Stories of loss
and hope
Toni Heineman

Vol. 70
Freud’s Legacy in the
Global Era
Carlo Strenger

Vol. 71
The Enigma of Desire: Sex, Longing,
and Belonging in Psychoanalysis
Galit Atlas

Vol. 72
Conservative and Radical Perspectives
on Psychoanalytic Knowledge: The
Fascinated and the Disenchanted
Aner Govrin



This page intentionally left blank



The Enigma of Desire

Sex, longing, and belonging
in psychoanalysis

Galit Atlas

£ Routledge

& Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



First published 2016
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2016 Galit Atlas

The right of Galit Atlas to be identified as author of this work has been
asserted by her in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright,
Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or
other means, now known or hereafter invented, including photocopying
and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, without
permission in writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and
explanation without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Atlas, Galit, author.
The enigma of desire : sex, longing, and belonging in psychoanalysis /
Galit Atlas.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
|. Desire. 2.Psychoanalysis. 3.Psychotherapist and patient. . Title.
BF575.D4A85 2016
150.19°5—dc23
2015015011

ISBN: 978-1-138-78959-3 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-138-78960-9 (pbk)
ISBN: 978-1-315-76476-4 (ebk)

Typeset in Times
by Keystroke, Station Road, Codsall, Wolverhampton



To Emma, Yali, and Mia Koch




This page intentionally left blank



Contents

Acknowledgments XV
1 Introduction: desires, mothers, and others 1
PART 1|
Enigmatic and Pragmatic 13
2 Ella: the enigma of desire 15
3 Ben and Leo: excited idiot 32
4 Danny: ghosts and the maternal skin 46
PART II
Enigmatic Knowing 59
5 Celine: Breaks In Unity 61
6 Tomaz and Ron: the enigmatic language 76
7 Karen: words and silences 91
8 Qalit: sex, lies, and psychoanalysis 107
PART Il
The Unknown 119
9 Sex and the kitchen: the mystery of female desire 121

10 Jo, Simone, and those we don’t yet know: three
pregnancies and psychoanalysis 131



xiv Contents

11 Sophie and Sarah: dreams, enactments, and the
enigmatic future

Epilogue: death

References
Index

143
157

159
173



Acknowledgments

I would like to thank my friends and colleagues for their ongoing inspiration
and support: Adrienne Harris, and the group—Arthur Fox, Margery Kalb,
Susan Klebanoff, Heather Ferguson, and Michael Feldman. To Steven
Knoblauch, Steve Botticelli, Noah Glassman, Lisa Lenz, Melanie Suchet,
Henriette Dahan, Kristin Long, Yael Kapeliuk, Pamela Lotenberg, Marie
and Lowell Hoffman, Tracy Morgan, Rony Goffer, Avgi Saketopoulou, Jill
Gentile, Jonathan Slavin, Katie Gentile, Mary Sonntag, Miki Rahmani,
Beatrice Beebe, Arthur Robbins, Amy Gross, Yoni Hamburger, Shira-Lee
de-Beer, Issy Gerson, Eyal Rozmarin, Hazel Ipp, Spyros Orfanos, Sharon
Ziv-Beiman, Katherine Deats, and David Flohr. Thank you to the beloved
members of my study group: Merav Ben-Horin, Jessica Moskowitz, Dana
Strong, Andrea Recarte, Fiona Woodman, Karen Perlman, Karen Senecal-
Davis, Kristine Peterson, and Avital Woods, who make teaching such a
special experience.

Thank you to Kate Hawes and Susan Wickenden at Routledge for their
helpful guidance and support. To Kristopher Spring for his keen eye and
help with preparing this volume. To Lisa Dierbeck for her creativity and
devotion.

I am deeply grateful to Jessica Benjamin for years of mentoring,
collaboration, and friendship.

I am thankful to my patients and students who trust me, and who are
constantly teaching me so much. Much gratitude to my patients who gave
permission to publish their stories, and for their helpful feedback.

To my old friends who are always there for me: Chaim Shemesh, Lior
Tevet, Galit Elhadad, Ivri Lider, and Guy Meroz.

To Sharon Derhy for her profound friendship and her extraordinary
talent, an example of which is on the cover of this book.

To my best friend and sister for the last 30 years, Orly Vilnai.

A special thank you to the Koch family.

To my parents, Shoshi and Yakov Atlas, who taught me how to love and
work hard. To my sister Keren Atlas-Dror, Nitzan Dror, Mika and Itamar.
To my brother Ashi Atlas.



xvi Acknowledgments

To Merav Roth, for everything she is and has been for me.

To Tamir Koch for his constant care and support. To Emma, Yali, and
Mia Koch, who bring light and joy into my life. Thank you for inspiring me,
being patient, curious, and sharing with me your own creative ideas about
love and desire.

A huge thank you to my beloved editor and best friend, Steven Kuchuck.
This book, and my life, would not be the same without you.

To Lewis Aron, for always being there with your tremendous wisdom,
love, and generosity.

I would like to thank the following for permission to use my papers:

Routledge Taylor and Francis:

Atlas-Koch, G. (2008). Three pregnancies and psychoanalysis: A thin line between
fusion and separateness. Psychoanalytic Review, 95(2), April 2008.

Atlas-Koch, G. (2011). Attachment abandonment murder. Contemporary
Psychoanalysis, 47(2), 245-259.

Atlas, G. (2013). Eat, pray, dream: Contemporary use of dreams in psychoanalysis.
Contemporary Psychoanalysis, 49(2), 239-246.

Atlas, G. (2012). Sex and the kitchen: Thoughts on culture and forbidden desire.
Psychoanalytic Perspectives, 9(2).

Atlas-Koch, G. (2011). The bad father, the sinful son and the wild ghost.
Psychoanalytic Perspectives, 11, 8(2), 238-251.

Atlas-Koch, G. (2010). Confusion of tongues: Trauma and playfulness.
Psychoanalytic Perspectives, 6(2), 93—114.

Atlas, G. (2013). Sex, lies and psychoanalysis. In Steven Kuchuck (Ed.), Clinical
implications of the psychoanalyst s life experience: When the personal becomes
professional. New York: Routledge.

Aron, L., & Atlas, G. (2015). Generative enactment: Memories from the future.
Psychoanalytic Dialogues, 25, 309-324.

American Psychological Association:

Atlas, G. (2014). Touch me, know me: The enigma of erotic longing. Psychoanalytic
Psychology.



Chapter |

Introduction

Desires, mothers, and others

I would like to start with a confession: My first mother was a Kleinian. I
guess that means that, at least genetically, I am a Kleinian as well. Following
her, I had other professional parents, too—relational clinicians and thinkers
who raised me, inspired me, and taught me Enigmatic and Pragmatic
knowledge.! Foreign accents and multiple languages silently held affect
and desire.

Sexuality, desire, the Enigmatic and the Pragmatic Mother and her body,
are the main focus of this book. The Enigma of Desire is also the name of
an evocative 1929 artwork by Salvador Dali subtitled My Mother, My
Mother, My Mother. In 1929, the same year he created this work, Dali
joined a group of artists who were interested in psychoanalysis and in the
unconscious, and who asserted that Freud and his theory were the inspiration
for their movement. Dali was haunted by family secrets and ghosts? and,
among other themes in his work, addressed both the sexual and longing for
the maternal body, exploring the spectrum of rational and irrational. In this
book, I dive into zones of known and unknown, ghosts and demons, and
introduce many levels of desire and longing, inside and outside of the
analytic relationship. I keep searching, and asking: My Mother? My
Mother? My Mother?

Meltzer, in his theory of the esthetic conflict (Meltzer & Williams,
1988), wrote about the emotional tensions generated in the infant by the
enigmatic qualities of the mother, a primary conflict between “the beautiful
mother,” which is tangible, and her unknown aspects, her invisible insides.
I believe that, for Freud, the relation to the mother was the ultimate enigma.
“There is at least one spot in every dream at which it is unplumbable—a
navel, as it were, that is its point of contact with the unknown,” writes
Freud (1900, p. 111), in analyzing the dream of Irma. His rational method
studied the father—son relationship and the Oedipal scene, creating a
hierarchy between the more mature phase that is related to the father and
son and the more primitive phase that is about the mother (woman) and
the baby. Freud emphasized the ways we develop to a point where
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rationality dominates and replaces the irrational (Where Id was, Ego shall
be). Language and logical structure were meant to replace what Freud
identified as primitive but at the same time recognized as the core of the
enigma. The ties to the mother, to the umbilical cord, are representations
of the unknown and of the mysterious aspects of our existence, including
birth and death.

Too often we think about the mother—baby relationship as based only on
nurturing and sensuality. In treatment, adopting the role of a nurturing
mother can function as the therapist’s way to avoid the erotic material that
emerges between her and the patient. Among other things, female therapists
perpetuate the mother—infant merger with male patients in order to deny
threatening sexual feelings (Lester, 1985; Welles & Wrye, 1991). I will
challenge the assumption that the mother and baby are merely sensual and
explore the sexual component that also belongs to that dyad, revisiting the
theory of sexuality. My attempt is to maintain the dialectic tension between
two separate but non-hierarchical modes (Oedipal and pre-Oedipal). I
focus on the mother and baby tie not as a primitive, less developed phase
that then leads to the more developed Oedipal phase, but rather as a separate
realm that holds its own complexities and includes many levels of
sexualities, desires, Enigmatic and Pragmatic Knowing. Recounting
psychoanalytic tales, I illustrate both analyst’s and patient’s desires and the
ways these play out in the consulting room.

What is Enigmatic and Pragmatic?

This book will present new thinking about the integration of what I term
Enigmatic and Pragmatic notions and question the binary between known
and unknown, internal and external, seen and unseen, as well as masculine
and feminine. Pragmatic aspects of subjectivity and intersubjectivity are
sensible, logical, operational, definable, practical, hardheaded, and sober.
In infant observation, for example, we can see a dyad in dialogue and
indicate how the baby’s world of action sequences is procedural. It includes
spatial orientation toward and away from the partner, facial and vocal
emotion (such as prosody, intensity, pitch), attention processes, and touch
(see more in Beebe, 2005; Beebe & Lachmann, 2013; Beebe et al., 2010).
Pragmatic elements are complex, verbal and nonverbal, and they can be
observed, measured, and assessed.

In comparison, the Enigmatic aspects of subjectivity and intersubjectivity
are complex and ambiguous, but much harder to put one’s finger on at all
and even more difficult to identify or specify. They are opaque to
observation, puzzling, riddled, polysemous, and often leave us with more
questions than answers. But if psychoanalysis is the study of subjecti-
vity and intersubjectivity, conscious and unconscious, intrapsychic and
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interpersonal, then it must also deal with dimensions of the intra- and inter-
human that are both Pragmatic and Enigmatic without reducing one to the
other. This perspective emphasizes the tension between darkness and light,
between what we are able to see and measure and what we can only feel or
listen to. From that viewpoint, the Enigmatic and the Pragmatic are not only
opposites, but necessary for one another and complementary to each other.
Some aspects of our existence we can see and formulate, and others we can
only feel or experience through listening to that which is not said, to the
silence between the notes, or, as [ describe in chapter 2, to the emptiness
that holds everything.

Enigmatic Knowing

This book focuses on the levels of communication that take place in the
most intimate setting: between mothers and their babies; between lovers; in
the unconscious bond of two people—as in the consulting room, where
two people sit alone in one room, looking and listening, breathing and
dreaming. I challenge the hierarchal order of Oedipal and pre-Oedipal,
questioning the psychoanalytic assumption that the Oedipal is a more
developed phase and the first basis for sexuality. My point of view
emphasizes the mother—infant dyad not as disorganized or primitive, but as
complex and sophisticated, one that has its own dynamics, languages, and
desires. Its language is different from the structured verbal language that we
know from the Oedipal phase—the language of prose. It is a tongue where
statements are not as important as pauses and breaths; it is a language of
music and of gaps, Enigmatic and Pragmatic. The Pragmatic elements are
based on the mother—baby multi-model sensory interaction that includes
patterns of arousal, regulation, touch, gaze, facial, vocal and rhythm, and
so on; the Enigmatic, like poetry, is never fully exposed, and every attempt
to describe it will distort its essence. As Heschel notes when talking about
the enigmatic in religion, “Religious words are pointers to that which
is beyond expression; they are gestures toward the ineffable. And since it
is the ineffable toward which they are gesturing, they must remain always
only that—gestures, rather than accurate or adequate portrayals” (Held,
2013, p. 106).

In exploring the expressive and that which is beyond expression, I am
drawing from different psychoanalytic traditions and models of the mind:
one a more rational tradition, rooted in Freud’s energic hydraulic model,
and the other based on a more hermeneutic model. As I examine different
languages, translations, and integrations, focusing on birth, death, sexuality,
and human bonds, I travel with theory and with my multicultural patients
from West to East and back, from Europe and America to “East of Freud”
(Atlas-Koch, 2011), Iran, Israel, and the Arab world, and examine sexuality



